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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Competition in the conference
and in Union County has been
fierce with teams such as Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, Westfield, Eliza-
beth and Union, but this year’s
Cranford High School boys soc-
cer team that has taken its lumps
the past two years feel ready to
go nose-to-nose with the best.

“This year, considering how
young we were last year, we
have a senior-laden
team. We have 14
seniors. Many of
whom are trying to
find their positions
and are versatile
players, who we can
move around to dif-
ferent positions. We
have a lot of varsity
experience, and we
are looking forward
to parlaying that into
success on the soc-
cer field,” Cougar
first-year Head
Coach Greg
Campbell said.

Among those 14
seniors, three,
Tommy Paparatto,
Tom Fitzgerald and
Jake Waleski have
been selected as the
Cougars’ captains.
Fitzgerald will be a
holding center
midfielder.

“He is going to be
one of our guys in
the middle. He’s also
going to be playing

the captain’s role. We are ex-
pecting him to be a real presence
on the field for us,” Coach
Campbell said.

Paparatto, who was on the in-
jured list most of last year, will
also play in the midfield.

“The other big name that I am
expecting a big year from is
Tommy Paparatto, who will be
playing one of the holding center
mid spots. Tommy missed a lot
of last year with a knee injury, so

I think he’s ready to bounce back.
He’s going to be one of our most
important players on the field,”
Coach Campbell said.

Waleski will play the sweeper
position and junior Andrew Gee
will be the stopper.

“Jake has a real physical pres-
ence on the field and really locks
down our defense. Right in front
of him, we have a really talented
junior, Andrew Gee, whom I am
expecting big things from play-

ing the stopper, but we are going
to give him some versatility and
some room to run around, be-
cause he’s good when he has his
foot on the ball, and he’s good at
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making plays,” Coach Campbell
said.

Another person, who has been
and will be a strong presence,
especially when it comes to at-
tacking opponents’ goal, is se-
nior attacking midfielder Matt
Aquiles.

“I am really looking forward to
his development and kind of
opening him up. With the system
of play that we are going to get
into, he’s going to be a big time
focus for us in the middle,” Coach
Campbell said.

Seniors James Sands, Mike
Helmstetter and Mike Kniazuk
will man the striker/wing posi-
tions. Seniors Curtis Warfenberg
and Mike Salvador will also be at
the wings. Senior Ryan Wright
and junior Peter Strotz are ex-
pected be at outside back, along
with seniors Jason Pastuzyn,
Brian Leu and James Budries.

Sophomore Zach Hoffman will
be the Cougars’ last line of de-
fense at goalkeeper. Last year,
Hoffman handled himself well at

the position. Senior Nick Durant
is expected to be the backup
goalkeeper.

“Zach is going to be great in
goal for us. He really stepped up
as a freshman. We feel really
confident with him in goal for
us,” Coach Campbell said.

The Cougars will have a chal-
lenge early on in a showdown
against a very tough Scotch
Plains-Fanwood team on Tues-
day, September 11, at 4 p.m. in
Scotch Plains.

“We are familiar with many of
the teams on our schedule, like
Elizabeth, Union, Scotch Plains
and Westfield. Those are games
we are looking forward to. They
are soccer-competitive schools.
We want to play the best to prove
that we belong with the best and
we can beat the best. We are
fortunate to be in such a competi-
tive county,” Coach Campbell said.

DZUNOVA SELECTED TEAM CAPTAIN

Cougars Look to Future
For Success in Girls Tennis

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Talent but youthful talent
makes up the bulk of this year’s
Cranford High School girls tennis
team.

“We have a very young team
this year, which is actually really
good for us, because it usually
takes a couple of years for us to
build up our program. Some of
the ones, who are sophomores,

which makes up most of the team,
there is a lot of talent that they
bring to the table. We look for-
ward to the three years that they
will be playing with us,” Cougar
Head Coach Rich Goldstein said.

The Cougars struggled last
year, and a lot of pressure was
placed on Marianna Dzunoza, who
jumped into the first singles po-
sition. But four talented sopho-
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEADING A SENIOR-LADEN TEAM…Pictured, left to right, are team captains Tommy
Paparatto, Tom Fitzgerald and Jake Waleski, who plan to lead a senior-laded Cougar boys
soccer team into an exciting season.


