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KOENINGSBURG, HAN, STRAVACH, TANJI SET TO LEAD

Lady Blue Devils Look to Be
Cross-Country ‘Perfect Storm’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three straight dynamic freshman
classes may translate into a “perfect
storm” of talent for this year’s
Westfield High School girls cross-
country team, which consists of 105
runners.

The Blue Devils have a very strong
contingent of veteran runners with
Gabby Stravach, Anna Tanji,
Courtney Han, Erica Fischer, Caroline
Stocking, Jennifer Bagger, Belle
Hutchinson, Kathleen McCutcheon,
Leigh Anne Heinbokel and Lauren
Koenigsberg.

Other runners who have broken
into the wave of Blue Devil
frontrunners are sophomores Johanna
Mermer, Charlie Roberts and
Gabrielle Brennan, junior Kathleen
Seery and senior Hannah McRoberts.

“We have a dynamic 20 plus! That’s
not a coach’s hype. That’s a reality!
This year’s team is seniors, juniors and
sophomores, who as freshmen, were
among the top five teams in the State.
Perhaps in this instance the perfect
storm – three years of dynamic fresh-
men teams realizing their potential,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Thom Hornish,
in his 40th season at Westfield, said.

Coach Hornish will receive help han-
dling this 105-strong team from Assis-
tant Coach Jen Buccino, who has been
with the program 28 years, and team
captains seniors Keoningsburg and Han,
and juniors Stravach and Tanji. Addi-
tionally, the Blue Devils have volunteer
assistance from Jill Mezzacappa, who
is a veteran of several Iron Man compe-
titions.

Under coach Hornish, the Lady Blue
Devils have a long list of accomplish-
ments, which includes six straight
Watchung Conference Championships
(15 total). Last year, the Blue Devils
placed second in the Union County
Championship (UCC) meet and sixth
in the Group 4 sectional meet.

The Blue Devils have a 38-0 dual
meet record currently. The Blue Dev-
ils had a 92-meet streak broken by
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in 2002.

The freshman/JV teams placed fifth
and sixth, respectively, in the Frosh/
JV State Championship meet. They
won the their respective Conference
Championships, and both placed sec-
ond in the UCC meet.

Coach Hornish said, “I’m not tired
of coaching or teaching. The opportu-

nity/privilege of working with the
young people of Westfield High School
is positive tonic. Cross-country is a
great season and one of Westfield’s
most successful programs, and not
because of me, but because the young
people, who wear our uniform know
of the tradition, pride and expectation
of excellence in both performance and
sportsmanship that we are known for.”

The Blue Devils’ goals are to go
undefeated in dual meet competition
with an eye on 43 victories, retain
their conference titles at all levels, vie
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VISUALIZING SUCCESS THIS SEASON…The 2012 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School girls’ volleyball team projects
to have a strong and successful season.

STACK LOOKS TO SENIORS TO EXCEL WITH CONFIDENCE

Lady Raiders Predict They
Will Be Powerful in Volleyball

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School senior-laden girls vol-
leyball team promises to come out
with a strong desire to challenge for
the Union County and the Confer-
ence titles.

Those who know Raider Head
Coach Adrienne Stack, realize that
she expects to be near, if not on top of
the rung. “We are rebuilding a pro-
grams outlook philosophy, culture,
tempo and passion for the game. I
have nine seniors out of 12 players,
so all of our chips are in on this
season. We had a great summer turn-
out, performed very well, exceeded
many of my expectations and I think
it’s going to transition into a good
season,” she said.

Referring to the selection and lead-
ership of team captains, Stack ex-
plained, “I am trying to take a page
out of former Rutgers football coach
Greg Schiano’s book who had rotat-
ing captains, based on merit of play.
That is part of why right now, I have

not named anyone person.”
Heading up the very tall and power-

ful Raider team that promises to be both
offensively and defensively dominant
are outside hitters, seniors Samantha
Renfree and Christine Charles.

“Both are very effective at the net,
able to hit line and hit hard angle.
Their defense is phenomenal. It’s a
matter of making sure that their tal-
ents are utilized based on the back
row passing,” said Stack.

Returning to the middle position is
four-year starter senior Tara Sweeney.
“She is hurt right now. Unfortunately,
we have been unable to see what she
can do in a scrimmage situation; how-
ever, I do anticipate nothing short of
greatness and strength in the front
row from her,” said Stack.

Senior Maggie Appezzato has
proven that she is ready to fight and
earn a varsity letter in the middle
position according to Stack. The two
setters or quarterbacks are Lauren
Koederitz and Isabella Krempo.

“I’m attempting to change my of-
fense, which would highlight both of

them. It’s looking much like football,
whereby the quarterback must have
the most confidence on the team, and
I am looking to them to rise up to that
level, to excel, to be those all-around
players to run a six-two,” said Stack.

Junior Shannon Reilly will be the
‘libero’ defined as a strict back posi-
tion. “I do want to access her serving
into the game, because she is a very,
very grounded libero. Much like the
setters, they to have that mindset and
to be very controlled, because they
do play often in the back row, enter-
ing for various players,” said Stack.

The remaining positions, which in-
clude seniors Kerri Gillman, Ashley
Martinez, Jessica Howard and Bijal
Nisraiyya, are still open according to
Stack.

“This is my eighth season coach-
ing, and I have said this since Day 1
started. Every spot has to be earned,
and it does not matter what your
seniority is. Much like this old cap-
tain culture that I’m trying to change;
everything has to be earned and I
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for the county crown presently owned
by Summit and qualify for Group 4
competition by being among the top-
5 in the sectional meet with the hope
of vying for the Sectional Crown.

“We know that we are in very com-
petitive company, but I believe we
have the experience and the potential
for making a serious bid,” Coach
Hornish said.

The Lady Blue Devils’ first regu-
lar-season meet will be against Lin-
den on Tuesday, September 11, at
Tamaques Park.

WEISSE, BORETZ NAMED CAPTAINS

Lady Blue Devils Beef Up
Schedule in Volleyball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There will be very little breathing
room once the regular-season begins
for this year’s Westfield High School
girls volleyball team that faces a
beefed up schedule. And the Lady
Blue Devils will enter that stiff com-
petition with several new faces.

“We have been working hard. We
are relatively new. Our outside hitter
positions are brand new kids. I lost
both my outsides last year. Courtney

[Weisse] is probably our main re-
turning veteran on the front line. She’s
hitting with a lot of force, hitting a
variety of shots,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Bev Torok said.

Weisse, a team co-captain, will be
the middle blocker. Sophomore
Olivia Manning, juniors Anna
Labrozzi and Sophia Shiffman, and
senior Paige Pavlescek are expected
to be outside hitters. Other middles
are senior Catherine Sabatino and
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TEAM CAPTAINS…Four captains will lead the Blue Devil girls cross-country
team this season. Pictured, left to right, are: juniors Gabby Stravach and Anna
Tanji, and senior Lauren Koenigsberg. Not shown is senior Courtney Han.
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Nancy

Kronheimer

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. NYC style Chef`s professional kitchen with Wolf, Sub
Zero and Bosch appliances, wet bar, gorgeous granite counters and glass tiled
backsplash. Kitchen rail system for cooking tools and professional lighting.
Integrated audio system in kitchen and throughout home. Bathrooms with
custom tile work, top of the line fixtures, body sprays and towel warmers.
Fabulous location on cul-de-sac, close to schools, town and train. Professionally
landscaped private backyard and custom paver patio. $1,095,000.

Kathleen

“Kathy”

Gwaldis

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. A beautiful CHC in the heart of Wychwood, a prestigious
and desirable section of Westfield. This gracious home features 4 Bedrooms,
2.5 Baths, FDR, FLR with a wood burning fireplace and a 3 season porch
with slate floor and ceiling fan. The EIK has granite countertops, maple
cabinets, ceramic floors and recessed lights. The spacious FR has a wood
burning fireplace and built-in shelves and entertainment center. Finished
basement and deck makes this an outstanding home. $829,900.

Janice

Walker

SCOTCH PLAINS. An elegant new 3600 sq ft Colonial on a Park-like
property in desirable south Scotch Plains offers a 2 Story Foyer, Gourmet
Kitchen with SS appliances, Custom cabinetry, granite counters and
island. FR has cozy gas fireplace. French doors in LR lead to porch. Large
FDR great for entertaining. 1st floor Bedroom/Office and full bath. 2nd
floor has 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths and Laundry Room, including Master
Suite with Spa-like bath. Full basement and 2 car garage. $1,099,000.

Associate of the Month

Susan

Devaney

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. 5-6 BR, 3 Full and 2 Half bath CHC. EIK, w/SS appliances
leads to back garden & patio, as well as into a private wing with BR, bath, and
laundry area, Large FR and FDR. Entertaining areas are enhanced with a
large screened-in porch that leads to an additional patio area. Built-ins
abound in the spacious 2nd floor BR, all flooded with sun, storage, & a
wonderful flow. A large 3rd floor space, accessed by the same grand staircase
of the rest of the house, awaits a new owners dream. $1,550,000.

COLONIAL

Frances

Bradley

and Ebtsam

“Sam” Sayed

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. 4 BR, 2 Bath Colonial in prime location close to town,
train and schools. Updates include EIK w/maple cabinets and granite
counters, FR add. With vaulted ceilings and Palladian window and new
bath.  Additional amenities include a FDR w/charming window seat,
an office/loft off of the FR, a new roof, a full, finished walkout basement
w/extra shower. The lovely exterior features a covered "rocking chair"
front porch, fenced yard and a detached garage. $499,900.

CUSTOM SPLIT

WESTFIELD. Exceptional and beautifully maintained spacious 4 Bedroom
3.1 Bath Custom split on lovely park-like property. Updated EIK with
granite counter and backsplash, newer SS Apps; LR and FDR with vaulted
ceiling. Great flow-perfect for entertaining! Hardwood Floors, CAC, Ceiling
Fans, Large FR addition, Possible In-law/nanny suite-BR with decorative
ceiling, crown molding, Updated baths, and Office. Trex deck, Patio, Bonus
Hot Tub Room and Rec Room. Must see to appreciate! $649,000.

Phyllis

Brown


