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– Obituaries –

Rolling Thunder Plans
‘Ride For Freedom’

AREA – Rolling Thunder®, Inc.,
New Jersey Chapter 2 will hold its
“Ride for Freedom XVII” event on
Sunday, September 16. Participants
will assemble in Warinanco Park in
Roselle, with registration beginning
at 8 a.m. They will depart at noon for
the New Jersey Vietnam Veterans’
Memorial in Holmdel.

The day’s events will include
wreath-laying ceremonies and guest
speakers. Food vendors will be on
hand (cash only – no ATM on site).
No alcohol will be permitted.

There will be a $5 fee to cover
expenses and for a donation to the
New Jersey Vietnam Veterans’ Me-
morial Foundation and Vietnam Era
Educational Center.

Sponsors include Rolling Thun-
der®, Inc., New Jersey Chapter 2,
New Jersey Vietnam Veterans’ Me-
morial Foundation and the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders.

Helmets are required. Violators will
be ticketed. For more information,
contact Rolling Thunder®, Inc., New
Jersey Chapter 2, at (609) 971-3544
or visit rollingthunder-nj2.org.

A non-profit, non-political, volun-
teer group, Rolling Thunder®, Inc. is
dedicated to a full accounting of
POWs and MIAs and to helping
United States veterans from all wars.

Fanwood Library to Present
Film on Hero Priest of 9/11

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library will commemorate
the events of September 11, 2001
with a screening next Tuesday of
the film The Saint of 9/11 – The
True Story of Father Mychal Judge.
It will begin at 7 p.m. in the library’s
Fanwood Room and the commu-
nity is welcome to attend.

In an enduring photograph from
9/11, a team of rescue workers car-
ries the body of a Franciscan priest,
Father Mychal Judge, from the World
Trade Center. The world came to
know Father Judge, in death, as a
symbol of courage and sacrifice.

Saint of 9/11 represents the tur-
bulent, restless, spiritual and re-
markable journey of Father Judge.
Compassionate champion of the
needy and forgotten, and a beloved
New York City Fire Department
chaplain, he also was a humble
priest who wrestled with his own
private demons while touching oth-
ers in powerful ways.

The film weaves interviews with
friends, colleagues, congregants

and archival footage with the
priest’s own words and shows the
full humanity of a special life inter-
rupted. Narrated by Sir Ian
McKellen, Saint of 9/11 features
interviews with famed author
Malachy McCourt and former New
York City Fire Commissioner Tho-
mas Von Essen.

This film contains raw footage of
the events of that day and in the life
of Father Judge; therefore, it is rec-
ommended for adults only.

The Fanwood Memorial Library
is located at North Avenue and
Tillotson Road. For more informa-
tion about this and other programs
at the library, call (908) 322-6400
or visit the library’s website,
fanwoodlibrary.org.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Meet on Sept. 10

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will meet on Mon-
day, September 10, at 1:30 p.m. in the
Parish Center, located on Westfield
Avenue adjacent to the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
New members are welcome.

The guest speaker will be Catie
Pigeon from Appreciation Events, an
organization which offers 70-percent
discounts on local fun activities, res-
taurants, salons, family fun cruises,
hotels, water parks and theme parks,
among other activities. There will be
free giveaways and raffles; no pur-
chase will be necessary. Gift cards
will be available.

Father Matthew Looney will ac-
cept reservations for the club’s up-
coming October Fest trip. He also is
planning a trip to the Paper Mill Play-
house and a Christmas trip. Those
interested may sign up at the Septem-
ber meeting. Additionally, donations
of non-perishable food items to the
Food Pantry are appreciated.

Mobile Technol., Soc. Media
To Be Focus of Workshop

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library’s Career Net-
working Group will present “How
to Use Mobile Technology and So-
cial Media to Promote Yourself and
Manage Your Career” on Monday,
September 17, beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Networking can be done in per-
son, online, by video, through so-
cial networks and on the phone.
Attendees will learn how to com-
bine all of these tools into a single
strategy that boosts a person’s vis-
ibility and can transform him or her
into an effective communicator.

This workshop is designed to help
participants build a social media
and marketing campaign by show-
ing them: The components and tac-
tics they should use; where to focus
first; the content they will need to
develop; how to find one’s target
market and how to reach one’s best
prospects with mobile technology.

Presenter Christopher Kelly is the
founder of Agape Development
(agapeinc.com) and Mobile Market-
ing 24/7 (mobilemarket247.com).
His companies provide consulting
services and products in Internet
marketing, mobile marketing and
executive coaching and develop-
ment.

This program will be free and
open to all. To register, visit
scotlib.org and click on Events, call
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or e-mail library@scotlib.org .

Interested persons can connect
with the library’s Career Network-
ing Group on Linked In, Career
Networking Group at SPPL. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the cen-
ter of the township.

Oasis Church Announces
Car Wash to Benefit Hungry
AREA – Oasis-Church-NJ.com,

an evangelical Christian church, and
Johnny Napkins Restaurant, both of
which are located at Hotel 304 West
on Route 22 West in Springfield,
will co-sponsor a benefit car wash
for the hungry in the central New
Jersey area.

This totally free car wash will oc-
cur at the hotel on Saturday, Septem-
ber 15, between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.
All voluntary donations at the car
wash will go directly to FISH, a New
Jersey non-profit charity that helps
distribute food and clothing to the
poor and homeless. For more infor-
mation, call Oasis at (732) 406-7821.

According to David Butler, lead
pastor at Oasis, “doing outreaches
like this in our local communities are
right in line with the church vision to
compassionately share God’s love
with hurting and hungry people.

“The car wash would have never
happened without the backing and
support of Johnny Napkins Restau-
rant,” Pastor Butler added. “Not only
is the food and service at this restau-
rant amazing, but so is the gracious

hearts of the owners and workers.”
Oasis currently meets Sundays at

10:30 a.m. at Hotel 304 West. How-
ever, this Sunday, September 9, Oa-
sis will hold a special church service
at the Regal Cinema Theatre Sta-
dium, located at 1000 Corporate Court
in South Plainfield. The purpose of
this service is to acquaint people in
the Middlesex and Rutgers area with
Oasis. In 2013 Oasis Church will be
one church in two locations, with
weekly services held at the movie
theater as well as at the hotel.

The following Sunday, September
16, at 10:30 a.m. sharp, Oasis invites
the whole central New Jersey com-
munity to join its two-year anniver-
sary grand reopening launch church
service at the hotel. Afterward, there
will be catered food and activities for
the children such as a moon bounce
and balloon twisters.

“If you are seeking God’s love,
like contemporary Christian rock
worship music, relevant messages you
can use in everyday life and a chance
to meet new friends, you may want to
give Oasis a try,” said Pastor Butler.

Siobhan Venezia, 55, SPFHS Alumna;
CSH Pediatric Occupational Therapist
Siobhan “Chevy” Venezia, 55, of

Basking Ridge passed away peace-
fully on Saturday, September 1,
2012. A longtime resident of Scotch
Plains, she moved to Basking Ridge
10 years ago.

Siobhan graduated from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School in
1975 and was employed by
Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside as a pediatric occu-
pational therapist, where she was
dedicated to her patients.

Siobhan is survived by her
mother, Nancy Duffy Venezia; her
three sisters, Judy Morris and her
husband, Craig, and their children,
Amanda and Alex; Karen Calta and
her husband, Bob, and their chil-
dren, Kariane, Brett, Justin and

Jonathan; and Robin Suriano and
her husband, John, and their chil-
dren, Zachary and Ranie, and her
grandmother, Rose Venezia. Her
father, Carmine, predeceased her.

A funeral service was held on
Tuesday, September 4, at the Me-
morial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
her memory to Children’s Special-
ized Hospital, 150 New Providence
Road, Mountainside, N.J. 07092
would be appreciated.

For additional information or to
sign the guestbook, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Contests, Car Show Among
Fanny Wood Day Festivities
FANWOOD – Contests, enter-

tainment, vendors and classic cars
are among just a few of the offer-
ings planned for the 17th Annual
Fanny Wood Day festival, which
will take place Sunday, September
30. Jason and Steven Parker of K-
9 Resorts are co-chairing the Fanny
Wood Day Committee.

More than 60 classic cars are
expected for the car show portion
of the event, to be held in the South
Avenue side of the train station
parking lot.

The Annual Photo Contest is still
open for submittals. Interested per-
sons can contact David Blechinger
at david@davidblechinger.com for
more information. Mounted and
framed entries should be submit-
ted by Friday, September 21, at 5
p.m. to K-9 Resorts, located at 43
South Avenue in Fanwood. Unity
Bank is sponsoring this event.
Judging will take place on Friday,
September 28, at the Patricia M.
Kuran Cultural Arts Center. Win-
ners will be announced at Fanny
Wood Day.

Residents will have an opportu-
nity to enjoy various food con-
tests, including an ice cream-eat-
ing contest, sponsored by Double
Dipper; a pizza-eating contest,
sponsored by Nick’s Pizza, and a
pretzel-eating contest, sponsored
by Flannery’s.

Other contests will include a
Hula Hoop contest, sponsored by
Club West; a water-balloon toss,
sponsored by Provident Bank, and

a Best Dressed Pet Parade, spon-
sored by K-9 Resorts.

“The great thing about Fanny
Wood Day is that it’s more than
just a street fair, and we encourage
everyone to join us for this great
hometown experience,” said
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Fanny Wood Day will be held
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the corner
of Martine and South Avenues in
downtown Fanwood. Anyone inter-
ested in being a Fanny Wood Day
volunteer or vendor, or wanting to
learn more about this event, may
call Jason Parker at (908) 490-0808.

Mountainside Retirees
To Gather Tuesday

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Active Retirees will
host their first Fall meeting on Tues-
day, September 11, from 10 a.m. to
noon in the upstairs Community
Room of the Mountainside Munici-
pal Building, located at 1385 Route
22. Councilwoman Deanna Andre
will be the guest speaker and will
discuss “What Is Happening in
Mountainside.”

All retirees are encouraged to at-
tend and to join in the fellowship
and refreshments following the pre-
sentation. Additionally, the
Mountainside Active Retirees are
planning a bus trip to the Hunterdon
Hills Playhouse on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 9, to see Everybody Loves Opal.
For reservations, call Norma Huber
at (908) 233-7653.

Fanwood Presbyterian
Posts Service Schedule
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-

byterian Church will return to two
services of worship this Sunday, Sep-
tember 9, with a 9:30 a.m. tradi-
tional service and an 11:15 a.m. con-
temporary service. The Reverend
David Jahnke will preach at both.
Everyone is welcome to attend ei-
ther or both services.

Also on September 9, there will be
a special “celebration” between the
two services in the church’s
Westminster Hall on Marian Avenue.
Displays of ongoing programs and
new ones to be held during the fall
season will be presented. Addition-
ally, individuals will be able to sign
up for classes and choirs at that time.

The church is located at the corner
of Martine and LaGrande Avenues.
For more information, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891, or e-mail
admin@fanwoodpc.org.

Jeni-Fit and Breathe Fitness
Offer ‘Deflate Your Weight’

Genealogical Society
To Launch Season

WESTFIELD – The Genealogi-
cal Society of the West Fields will
kick off its new season next Thurs-
day, September 13, at 1 p.m. in the
Meeting Room of the Westfield
Memorial Library. The library is lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street.

Guest speaker Pat Merk of the
Monmouth County Historical Soci-
ety will present a program on
Ancestry.com, a pay genealogy
website.

Ancestry.com has a large amount
of data available. Ms. Merk will re-
view some of the screens and how
searches work; how to save data so it
does not have to be researched again
and multiple other capabilities.

She also will speak about the type
of data available and the ease of
using Ancestry.com versus other
websites. This is suitable for gene-
alogists of all levels who are using or
learning to use computers to assist
with their research. Ms. Merk uses
Ancestry.com often and has been
researching her own family lines for
many years.

WESTFIELD – After a summer
of too much food and a lot of fun,
there’s no better time to partici-
pate in the “Deflate Your Weight
Challenge.” DYW will run from
September 22, 2012 to November
3, 2012 at Breathe Fitness Studio,
Mountainside, N.J., (908) 578-
7055.

How many times have you tried
a diet, only to end up frustrated
and unsuccessful? The only way to
achieve permanent weight loss is
by learning how to change your
relationship with food and incor-
porate ongoing fitness and posi-
tive lifestyle habits! That is ex-
actly what you will learn to do, and
you will be provided with the tools
needed to succeed, in this six-week
challenge. The DYW challenge
includes two body fat assessments,
three weigh-ins, six weeks of in-
vigorating exercise programs,
weekly empowering holistic nutri-
tion seminars, group support as
well as e-mail/text encouragement!
Best of all, it will give you the
healthy, fit body you’ve always
wished you had, more confidence
and potentially a lot of cash in
your pocket! The person with the
most significant percentage of
body weight lost wins a cash prize
up to $2,500.*

Jeni-Fit, Breathe Fitness Studio
and Kim Hinderliter, of Taste for
Nutrition, will facilitate this chal-
lenge. Each is an expert in differ-
ent areas of fitness, holistic nutri-
tion, health and wellness and will
support each participant to achieve
their maximum weight loss, fit-

ness and health goals.
To enroll and see contest rules,

visit Jeni-Fit.com or call (908) 578-
7055.

Supercharge your life, lose
weight, get fit and win big!

*Total prize depends on the num-
ber of participants.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

VFW to Sponsor Trip
To Showboat Casino
MOUNTAINSIDE – Veterans of

Foreign Wars Post No. 10136 of
Mountainside will sponsor a trip to
the Showboat Casino in Atlantic City
on Monday, September 24.

The bus will depart at 10 a.m. from
the parking lot of the Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church,
located at 300 Central Avenue in
Mountainside, and will return at 8
p.m. The cost per person is $28; par-
ticipants will receive $25 back.

Checks should be made payable to
VFW No. 10136. For more informa-
tion, call Eve Vitale at (908) 789-
8568. All are welcome.

Veterans to Be Recognized
Again With Hetfield Bricks
MOUNTAINSIDE – Bricks hon-

oring veterans from all past wars can
now be ordered again this year to
form part of the walkway to the
Hetfield House, Mountainside’s his-
toric 1760s building. The bricks will
be dedicated on Veterans Day, Sun-
day, November 11, 2012.

Mountainside residents can have
their veterans memorialized with an
engraved brick added to the walk-
way. “This is an excellent way to
have our loved ones who served this
country in the military recorded per-
manently in a lasting archive,” said
Scott Daniels, Mountainside Historic
Restoration Committee chairman.

Bricks can be purchased for $100,
including two lines with 14 charac-
ters, spaces and punctuation per line.
One additional line may be pur-
chased for $10. Each line can be
extended to 18 characters for $10
per line. “This would allow brick
purchasers to include the veteran’s

name, rank and branch served and
other information. It is a wonderful
way to recognize their service as a
lasting tribute,” Mr. Daniels said.

An example of a typical brick
honoring a veteran might be in-
scribed: John Doe, USN, 1943-45,
or George Smith, USMC, 1968-69.
A typical brick is on display in the
window of the Mountainside Deli,
honoring Jim Debbie.

Brick application forms can be
picked up at the Mountainside Pub-
lic Library or Borough Hall. All
proceeds go to support the Hetfield
House, located on Constitution
Plaza.

“We will be planning a special
dedication service, especially for
the veterans’ bricks,” said Cindy
West, committee member, “so get
your order in by September 10, 2012.
That way, the bricks can be ready
for installation along the walk in
time for Veterans Day.”

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

JOURNEY OF A LIFETIME…On July 11, Venturing Crew 27 of Westfield set
out for Philmont, a high-adventure Boy Scout camp in Cimarron, N.M. Venturing
is a co-ed sector of the Boy Scouts of America, allowing young men and women,
ages 13 to 21, to be involved in high-adventure activities. Twelve members of the
Crew went to Philmont, including adults Mark Rhodes, Chris Rhodes, Jackie
Bender and Eric Whyte and youths Matt Allegra, Jenny Amador, Adam Bransky,
Charlotte Dreizen, Gabe Esposito, Andrew Kaufman, Sean Pruszkowski and Jeff
Whyte. They spent two days in Denver, toured the Air Force Academy, hiked in
the scenic Garden of the Gods and took a cog railway train to the summit of Pike’s
Peak, which is 14,115 feet in elevation. They finished their Denver tour with a
white-water rafting excursion before being bused to Philmont Scout Ranch.


