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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

All Communities Are
Welcome at Fanwood

Recycling Center
On the topic of recycling, which

has been highlighted in several re-
cent issues of your paper, I would like
your readers to know that the
Fanwood Recycling Center on North
Avenue welcomes residents of all
communities. We were delighted to
discover in a recent survey that 30
percent of our users come from com-
munities other than Fanwood, and
we would be happy to see that per-
centage grow.

We are the only town in Union
County without curbside pickup,
which has allowed us to accept and
process a much wider variety of ma-
terials. In addition to the usual items-
aluminum, glass, paper, plastic- we
accept many other materials, such as
electronics, appliances, rigid plas-
tics, CD/DVDs, books, watch and
hearing aid batteries, clothing, used
motor oil; propane, heliumand other
tanks, as long as they are empty. We
recycle fluorescent bulbs through the
generous cooperation of the Home
Depot in Watchung Square Mall. A
full list of materials is posted on our
website: www.fanwoodnj.org (see de-
partments, recycling-center).

Another distinction between
curbside pickup programs and us is
that the funds from the sale of the
recyclables flow back into our com-
munities. The 23-member organiza-
tions of the recycling association –
scout troops, church groups, service
organizations from Cranford to
Dunellen, receive $300 for each Sat-
urday they staff the Center. By “recy-
cling” the money, as well as the ma-
terials, we believe we are strengthen-
ing our communities. If anyone be-
longs to a community organization
that would like join the association,
they can contact me for further infor-
mation.

Harold Clark, President
F-SP Recycling Assoc.

Westfield Academics vs. Sports:
Light Up Classrooms Not Turf Fields

Town And BOE Have Been Mindful Of
Neighbor Turf and Lights Concerns

I recently received the September
NJ Monthly Magazine, which is the
education issue. At first glance
Westfield HS did not do too well,
ranked at 49. However, a closer in-
spection of the breakdown shows that
if the high schools were ranked by
SAT scores, Westfield would be
ranked 16th; and if ranked by reading
and math proficiency scores it would
place 10th and 12th, respectively.

It appears that school environment
criteria (class size, student faculty
ratio, percent faculty with advanced
degrees, number of AP classes, etc.)
brought WHS down in the rankings;
on most of these dimensions WHS is
ranked below 30. For example, the
average class size puts it about 50.
Compare top ranked New Providence
to Westfield; New Providence had
SAT scores of 1737 vs. 1732, which
is very close. However, on other di-
mensions WHS did not fair as well:
class size 17.7 vs. 20; S/F ratio, 10.6
vs. 11.7; percent faculty with ad-
vanced degrees 75 percent vs. 63.4

percent; and number of AP classes,
24 vs. 21.

So we have smart kids, but are we
providing them the best environment
and would their academic perfor-
mance get even better as a result? It
appears to me that we should be
spending more of our school budget
towards improving the educational
environment, perhaps at the expense
of sports facilities. We have an up-
coming vote for the roof repair of our
schools, which is tied to a lighted turf
field. I have and will continue to vote
for increased school spending as long
as it improves academic results. Do
we need lighted turf fields given that
it will do little to give our bright kids
a better environment to develop aca-
demically? Our long-term com-
petitive position in the global market
comes from investment in academic
fields, particularly STEM fields. Let’s
shine the light in our classrooms.

Nick Karter
Westfield

I am writing in response to a letter
from David J. O’Connor in the Au-
gust 30, 2012 edition of The Westfield
Leader, regarding the September 24
bond referendum for school district
roof repairs and a lighted turf field
behind Westfield High School.

Mr. O’Connor expressed concerns
about the impact of the proposed
lighted turf field.  He complained of
traffic congestion and on-street park-
ing problems when the current grass
field is in use, and fears that lighting
of a turf field will extend the prob-
lems until later in the evening.  I am
not a resident in that neighborhood,
but am sympathetic to those con-
cerns.  However, upon further re-
search, it seems the town and the
board of education have taken sig-
nificant steps to improve the traffic
and parking situation and to mini-
mize lighting issues.

According to a document presented
at a Town of Westfield Community
Outreach Meeting on April 18, 2012,
the town and the school district
planned several changes to improve
parking and traffic flow in the area of
the high school.  I visited the high
school area this week and saw that
many of the improvements have been
implemented.  The high school has
added 33 parking spots on their
grounds and created an indented area
for buses to pull up on Rahway Av-
enue, thus removing them from
Dorian Avenue where they used to
block traffic.  Furthermore, the town
has added parking spots on selected
streets, and removed them from other
streets so that the latter will have
more room for moving traffic.  The
net effect is to add 27 parking spots to
the area, while improving traffic flow.

Separately, I read the board of
education’s July 10 presentation re-
garding lighting on the turf field.  The
presentation included illustrations of
the evolution of field lighting over
the years, demonstrating how the new,
proposed lights have hoods that

greatly restrict the angle at which
lights shine, and minimize light spill-
age outside their intended area.

In addition, at the BOE meeting on
August 28, board member Jane
Clancy presented data on light im-
pact on neighboring properties.  She
explained that Musco Lighting, the
manufacturer of the proposed lights,
provides measurements of the light-
ing value or impact on neighboring
properties.  According to Musco
Lighting, the “spill light” emitted by
the proposed lights on neighboring
residences will be less than one-sixth
of the light that a normal street lamp
would emit if it were near those resi-
dences.  And this is only at one loca-
tion behind a home on Trinity and
First Street, while the light reaching
other residences will be even lower.
Trees between the residences and the
lights will further diminish the light
impact.

Furthermore, only the lights needed
for a specific purpose will be lit, and
not all lights will be on at once.  The
BOE Facilities Committee recom-
mends that all lights remain off on
nights when the fields are not in use,
be turned off by 9 p.m. on nights
when the field is in use, and that
lights remain off on Sunday evenings.

It seems to me, then, that the town
and the school district have been very
conscientious and mindful of neigh-
boring residents’ concerns, and have
taken several steps to improve park-
ing and traffic, and to minimize or
eliminate potential problems with
respect to the lights’ impact on neigh-
bors.  Therefore, I urge Westfield
voters to vote YES on the referendum
on Monday, September 24.

For more information, residents can
visit the Westfield School District
website at www.westfieldnjk12.org
and look for relevant documents in
the section “Important Messages.”

Susana MacLean
Westfield

Vote Yes for the Money for the
WHS New Lighted Turf Field

As a 20-year resident of Westfield, I
would like to address the proposed
bond and clarify some misconceptions
I have seen in the media.

First, necessity vs. luxury: Turf is
safer because it is a consistent, level
playing field with no dips to cause
injury and it drains well to eliminate
slippage - we want safe roofs, why
wouldn’t we want the safest fields?
Today’s turf is different from the origi-
nal types back in the 1980’s - today’s
turf has more give, which minimizes,
not increases, injuries. Studies show
no truth to turf being toxic and the turf
may be hotter than grass at ground
level, but at two feet above ground, it is
only four degrees higher, and at five
feet there is no difference in tempera-
ture between turf and grass fields.

Beyond safety, turf increases ath-
letic availability. One needs not travel
far to see how outdated and frankly,
embarrassing, some of our field facili-
ties are compared to other towns. These
conditions result in frequent weather
related cancellations. With turf, as soon
as rain ceases, the fields are playable—
our current field is often unplayable
even the day after it rains. Availability
of the opportunity for children to be
active is a health benefit of turf as more
teams may be scheduled with fewer
cancellations. Finally, turf will increase
our capability to have competitive
teams because when our athletes play
elsewhere, they often play on turf. Cur-
rently, we are not offering them the
optimal conditions in which to suc-
ceed. Westfielders have always been
proud to offer excellence—why should
this be any different? Turf is no longer
a luxury—it is how sports are being
played, it is safer and increases field
availability.

Second, the impact of lights: I live
on Summit Ct. and my neighborhood
had the same concerns when the town
wanted to turf and light Sid Fey/
Houlihan, thus I am able to dispel
some myths. First, light will not spill
into homes. I encourage those con-
cerned to come down by Houlihan at
night and stand across the street on St.

Helen’s property - you will see that the
street light causes more light “spill-
age” than the turf lights. This field is
larger and offers greater flexibility of
scheduling than Kehler, including ad-
ditional sports, most notably softball
which is regularly cancelled due to
spring rain. The lights are timed to go
off at a specific time each night and
once they’re out, people leave. The
BOE has stated the lights out time will
be 9 p.m. So in the fall and early spring,
lights will extend usage by a couple
hours but as spring progresses into
summer, sunlight occurs until 9 p.m.
so lights won’t extend the time of play.
Thus, the elongation of field usage will
occur during a couple months of the
year, minimizing the impact to the
neighborhood while maximizing the
ability for more teams to play. Lastly,
there will be no PA system or horns
used so the notion of loud music, an-
nouncements or horn blasts causing
noise is a false one.

Third, additional parked cars: I pur-
chased a home with a train in my
backyard so I couldn’t expect to relo-
cate the tracks; when one buys a home
with a school nearby, the owner must
accept that people will park in the
neighborhood for all kinds of events.
However, nights and weekends, the
HS parking lot is available, lessening
the need for on-street parking. There-
fore, I don’t see how the neighbors feel
this will increase cars by their homes
beyond what already exists. There are
positives and negatives to all real estate
decisions. No one can buy a home with
the expectation that surrounding prop-
erties will never change.

A lighted turf field will benefit every
family who ever has a child at the HS
for physical education as well as those
who participate in both HS and devel-
opmental sports programs. It also ben-
efits all homeowners in that having
state of the art sports facilities in a town
adds value to real estate, not detracts.
Please vote Yes to catch Westfield up to
the excellence we’ve come to expect.

Ruth Maloney
Westfield

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Al Mirabella, chair
amirabella@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

We Must Not Let Trade Center Tragedy
Create Culture of Hatred, Fear

911 Leader/Times Editorial 2001-09-13
Our people know there’s grief to face as the scope

of this senseless, horrific matter becomes known.
We’re solemn now. But, face it we will. We will be

together; with all our heart, all our humanity and,
most assuredly, with all our strength and resolve.

Our leaders are organizing emergency manage-
ment.

Our institutions are caring for those in need.
Individuals are doing what they need to do. There

are thousands of volunteers lined up to help. Have
every confidence in them. Believe in yourself.

Sadly, while writing this editorial, a lady in her
30s, walked into our office proposing an alternate
point of view to this mass murder. We listened in
disbelief and told her that we’re on deadline at the
moment. Her response was something we can’t
print.

With all the tolerance imaginable to us, it’s diffi-
cult to find room for the inhumanity of her thoughts.
With all the tolerance imaginable to us, there is

absolutely no room for the inhumanity of the events
of September 11, 2001.

As Americans and as a democracy, we’re com-
prised of all peoples of the world, blessed with
freedom. We have individual rights and responsibili-
ties.

We have respect for our fellow man. For those that
have no respect for their fellow man, can they be
called Americans? Let’s not be guided by fear and
hatred. For, if we are, then our attackers have won.
Simply said, we’re “the land of the free and the home
of the brave.” Let’s act that way — we know we will.

2012 commentary: Almost half a generation has
passed since 911. Many of the wounds have healed
for some. Younger people today have not experi-
enced the evil that was the genesis.

Sadly, hate, greed and division have grown in the
world – and here at home too.

Heed the lessons  from the past. Battle unceasingly
to prevent them from returning today, tomorrow.

Does Voter OK of Borrowing Need
Extension to County And Towns?

In 2008, New Jersey voters passed an election
ballot referendum requiring that all future state
borrowing be approved by state voters. This will
occur this November when a referendum appears on
the ballot for the state to spend (borrow) $750
million to renovate college campuses across the
state.

The 2008 New Jersey law was sponsored then by
State Senator Leonard Lance; now Rep.  Lance (R-
7th), who is trying to bring the same philosophy of
controlling future debt to Washington, D.C. But
what about the debt being floated at the county,
municipal and school board level? Under current
law, only school districts are required to get voter
approval on bonded projects, as Westfield is doing
on Monday, September 24, with its $17-million
proposed bond for replacing school roofs and add-
ing a lighted, turf field at Westfield High School.

Would there have been a public vote if this project
were put forward by the town’s recreation depart-
ment instead?

And why wasn’t Garwood’s $3.2-million bond
ordinance for an athletic complex put before voters
instead of just six members of the borough council?

Union County just last month introduced a $32-
million bond ordinance for infrastructure improve-
ments at county buildings including $4 million for
Union County College campuses and another $1.3
million for land acquisition at the Plainfield campus,
and $2.2 million for implementation of the Union
County Parks Master Plan and enhancements at
Galloping Hill and Ash Brook Golf Courses.As we
said in this space previously, the county has also
proposed spending $38 million to turn the former
Oak Ridge Golf Course into a park including a new
$16-million year-round skating center and is build-
ing a $45-million family court complex in Elizabeth.

The argument against a public vote has been that
elected officials should make these decisions. We
strongly disagree. In our opinion, straddling prop-
erty owners with long-term debt should be put
before local voters to decide if this spending is
justified.

True, just because there is a public vote doesn’t
mean the crippling debt of government will be
brought under control – but it’s better than noth-
ing.

Debt, it’s not free money is it?

About Free Money

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Scoria – The slag or refuse left after

the metal has been smelted from the ore
2. Olecranon – The part of the ulna

projecting beyond the elbow joint
3. Cierge – A wax candle
4. Borgat – The rock trout of Califor-

nia

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CHYME
1. Soreness in the eyes
2. Muddy, slimy
3. A loud clanging noise
4. Partly digested food

SPOFFLE
1. To worry about small things or

trifles
2. To annoy, torment or delay
3. Corn meal, mush
4. To wobble or walk in a swaying

manner
LIPHAEMIA

1. Blood deficiency
2. Alcohol poisoning
3. Deep feeling of remorse, guilt
4. Yellow fever

MANAVELINS
1. In anatomy, an involuntary muscle

contraction
2. Swelling or state of being swollen
3. Leftovers; odds and ends
4. A dispute or skirmish

See letters attached to
the newspaper  at

goleader.com

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
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For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

UGH, WATCHIN’
YANKEES PLAY


