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State Urges Precautions
Against West Nile Virus

TRENTON –  The Department of
Health and Department of Environ-
mental Protection are urging state
residents to take precautions to pro-
tect themselves from mosquito-borne
West Nile Virus (WNV) by taking
simple steps to reduce populations of
the insect on their properties.

Late summer and early fall are
typically the most critical times of
the year to be aware of the potential
for the dangers of contracting West
Nile Virus from mosquito bites. Mos-
quito activity can continue until late
October. Mosquitoes also can become
more active throughout the day at
this time of year.

Concerns are elevated this year
because of increased mosquito activ-
ity due to weather conditions that
have been ripe for mosquito breed-
ing, which could increase the risk of
mosquito-borne diseases, including
West Nile Virus.

 Residents should protect them-
selves by using repellent, wearing
long sleeves and pants and avoiding
the outdoors during dawn and dusk
when mosquitoes are most active.
Additional personal protection mea-
sures include: maintaining screen
doors and windows, using insect net-
ting on infant carriers and strollers,
and taking action to limit mosquitoes
on personal property.

“The DEP’s mosquito program
coordinates and supplements the net-
work of county mosquito agencies
with an Integrated Pest Management
approach that stresses multiple strat-
egies beyond the application of pes-
ticides,” said Bob Kent, administra-
tor of the DEP’s Office of Mosquito
Control Coordination. “The surveil-
lance and management of chronic
mosquito producing sites continues
on a year-round basis, and includes
wetlands management and the intro-
duction of biological control agents,
such as mosquito eating fish and tiny
crustaceans, or copepods.”

The DEP offers the following tips
on how to limit mosquitoes on your
property: Dispose of tin cans, plastic
containers, ceramic pots or similar
water-holding containers that have
accumulated on your property; pay
special attention to discarded tires
that may have accumulated; drill holes
in the bottom and elevate recycling
containers that are left outdoors; clean
clogged roof gutters on an annual
basis, particularly if the leaves from
surrounding trees have a tendency to
plug up the drains; turn over plastic
wading pools when not in use; turn
over wheelbarrows and do not allow

water to stagnate in bird baths; aerate
ornamental pools or stock them with
fish.

In addition, clean and chlorinate
swimming pools that are not being
used and be aware mosquitoes may
even breed in the water that collects
on pool covers; use landscaping to
eliminate standing water that collects
on your property; maintain mechani-
cal barriers, such as window and door
screens, to prevent mosquitoes from
entering buildings.

For problems controlling mosqui-
toes, contact the county mosquito
control agency by calling 888-666-
5968.

In recent weeks, the number of
human WNV cases identified in the
United States has risen dramatically,
with the nation experiencing the high-
est number of cases reported since
1999, when WNV was first detected
in the United States. The majority of
the 1,590 cases in 2012 to date have
been reported and 66 deaths have
been confirmed. For more informa-
tion on national cases ,visit CDC.gov.

DOH has identified eight human
cases in Bergen, Essex, Hudson,
Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth and
Ocean Counties in New Jersey. In
2010 there were 30 human cases of
WNV in New Jersey, including two
deaths. There were seven human cases
in 2011 with no fatalities.

In response to the increased num-
ber of mosquitoes, the state has
stepped up its air surveillance of po-
tential mosquito breeding grounds
and aircraft pesticide applications to
proactively reduce the threat of im-
pacts to people.

The majority of individuals infected
with WNV will show no symptoms.
Some people will have mild to mod-
erate symptoms of West Nile fever,
which may include fever, headache,
rash, fatigue, nausea, vomiting and
swollen lymph nodes. Symptoms
appear within two to 15 days of being
bitten by an infected mosquito. Older
adults and immune-compromised
individuals are at higher risk of de-
veloping severe illness.

If a person thinks they may have
WNV infection, they should visit their
health care provider for further evalu-
ation and potential testing for WNV.
There is no treatment for WNV, and
mild to moderate infections usually
resolve within seven to 10 days. More
severe infections may require hospi-
talization and supportive treatment.

For more information, visit http://
www.nj.gov/dep/mosquito or
www.state.nj.us/health/cd/westnile.

STUFF THE BACKPACKS...The United Way of Greater Union County distrib-
uted 150 backpacks for school children through its annual “Stuff the Bus
Campaign. See story on Page 2.

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com
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Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home
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Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
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Window Treatments
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County Offers Free Series
On Alcohol, Drug Addiction

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders wel-
comes residents to attend the free
Fall Speaker Series addressing alco-
hol and drug addiction, prevention
and treatment. The series is funded
by the Governor’s Council on Alco-
holism and Drug Abuse through the
Municipal Alliance, and coordinated
by the Union County Department of
Human Services.

The four Wednesday evening pre-
sentations are scheduled for Septem-
ber 19 in Rahway, October 3 in Scotch
Plains, October 17 in Cranford, and
November 14 in Union.

The first three presentations will
be made by John Kriger, a speaker at
national and international confer-
ences who has worked with local,
state and federal agencies, colleges,
school districts, corporations, and,
non-profits throughout the United
States. Mr. Kriger is a professional
alcohol and drug counselor, and
trainer who addresses individual and
family issues in school, at work and
at home. He is the author of “The
Pond: A Small Book About Big
Changes.”

Mr. Kriger will present “Family
Dynamics of Addiction” on: Wednes-
day, September 19, from 6:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. at the Rahway Public Li-
brary, 2 City Hall Plaza, Rahway;
Wednesday, October 3, from 7 p.m.
to 9 p.m. at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, 667 Westfield Road,
Scotch Plains.

 On Wednesday, October 17, from
7 p.m. to 9 p.m., Mr. Kriger will
present “Adolescent Trends: For
Adults Only” at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, 220 Walnut Avenue.

The fourth and final presentation
will be made by Michael Litterer of
Prevention Links titled “Prescription
101: Prescription Medication and
Heroin Abuse & Addiction” on
Wednesday, November 14, from 7
p.m. to 9 p.m. at Kean University’s
STEM Auditorium, 1000 Morris Av-
enue in Union.

Prevention Links is a private, not-
for-profit organization based in
Roselle, which has taken a leader-
ship role in the prevention of drug,
alcohol and tobacco abuse. The
agency’s goal is to provide substance
abuse information and resources for
individuals, families, schools and
businesses throughout Union
County.

Prevention Links has also received
a state grant through the Department
of Human Services, Division of Men-
tal Health and Addiction Services
(DMHAS), to lead the Health and
Wellness Coalition of Union County
(HAWC). The HAWC works to pro-
mote alcohol and other drug educa-
tion and addiction prevention within
Union County and is comprised of
members of the prevention network
throughout Union County.

All presentations are free and open
to the public. For more information,
call Union County Alliance Coordi-
nator Deborah LaNier, Union County
Department of Human Services, Di-
vision of Planning, at (908) 527-4852.

Menendez, Kyrillos Attack
Each Other on Tax Records

NEW BRUNSWICK – U.S. Sena-
tor Robert Menendez’s campaign last
week called upon State Senator Joe
Kyrillos, his Republican opponent
this November, to detail which tax
loopholes he would seek to close to
pay down the national deficit.

“After 24 years in Trenton, Joe
Kyrillos has a pretty clear record on
taxes – and it’s all bad news for
middle-class New Jersey families.
He’s favored tax breaks for million-
aires with middle-class property tax-
payers getting the short shrift. He’s
for providing millions in corporate
welfare dollars, while shortchanging
aid to local schools that drive prop-
erty taxes higher. Now he’s for bud-
get cuts that are likely to fall hardest
on working families,” said Menendez
for Senate Campaign Manager
Michael Soliman.

In response, Sen. Kyrillos said he
is the only candidate in the race who
has voted against every broad-based
tax increase on the middle class,
which, he said, saved New Jersey
taxpayers $11.9 billion.

“If Senator Menendez wants to
debate his record of raising taxes on
the middle class, bring it on,” Kyrillos
Campaign Manager Chapin Fay said.
“Senator Menendez has never met a
tax increase he didn’t like. Joe has
fought his entire career against rais-
ing taxes and is the only candidate in
the race who saved taxpayers money.
Joe is proud of his record of lowering
taxes and creating economic growth
here in New Jersey. As Governor
Christie pointed out [August 28] in

his keynote speech, we need politi-
cians to care more about doing some-
thing and less about being something.
Menendez clearly doesn’t get it.”

Airports Get $19 Mil. In FAA Grants;
Linden Airport Garners $36,000

AREA – The Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) has awarded
$18.6 million to local New Jersey
airports for runway construction and
rehabilitation, fire and rescue equip-
ment, and other safety improvements.

The following airports will be
awarded FAA grants:

Robert J. Miller Air Park in Toms
River, $4 million for Ocean County
to construct a new runway; Trenton
Mercer Airport, $13.3 million for
Mercer County to improve safety and
prevent runway overshoot by adding
protective technology at the end of
two runways, and $120,000 to con-

duct a wildlife hazard assessment;
Atlantic City International Airport,
$765,000 for the South Jersey Trans-
portation Authority to acquire a new
Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting
(ARFF) vehicle and $300,000 for
the Authority to evaluate environ-
mental issues related to the installa-
tion of a new perimeter fence; Lin-
den Airport, $36,000 for the City of
Linden to conduct a runway reha-
bilitation project, and Essex County
Airport, $110,000 for the Essex
County Improvement Authority to
conduct a wildlife hazard assess-
ment.


