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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

DRIVERS WHO SWITCHED FROM:

$336$336AVERAGE 
ANNUAL
SAVINGS:

SHOPPING FOR CAR INSURANCE?
CALL ME FIRST.

*

Geico saved $440* on average with Allstate

Progressive saved $332*  on average with Allstate

State Farm saved $182 *  on average with Allstate

Annual  savings based on information reported nationally  by new Allstate  auto customers for  policies
written  in  2010.  Acutal  savings  will  vary.  Allstate  New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance
Company: Bridgewater, NJ. © 2011 Allstate Insurance Company

Nelson C. Espeland, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300

Save even more than before with
Allstate.
Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $336* a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first. 
You could be surprised by how much you’ll
save.

The Espeland Group
Scotch Plains
nelson@allstate.com

CAMPAIGN SEASON BEGINS...Scotch Plains Democratic mayoral candidate
Kevin Glover and township council candidate Colleen Gialanella campaign
together in the township.

CAMPAIGN STRATEGY...Fanwood Democratic Council candidates Jack
Molenaar, left, and Dan Levine are shown here outside Fanwood Borough Hall.

Photo courtesy of Karen Sanders
LEADER IN BARCELONA... Five Westfield High School juniors studied Span-
ish this summer in Barcelona, Spain, and brought The Westfield Leader with
them. Pictured, from left to right at Parc Guell, are: Evan Garfinkel, Daniel
Sanders, Jake Wasserman, Ben Eisenberg and Rebecca Kraus.

Photo courtesy of Tina Fairweather
CAIO...Anya and Aidan Fairweather of Scotch Plains enjoy The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times in Mola di Bari, Puglia, Italy, the home of their maternal
grandparents, where they visited the 13th-century castle in town. They also
enjoyed many other local attractions, and, of course, amazing food.

WAY UP NORTH...Greg Cummings of Fanwood takes a break from a wildlife
cruise to the Holgate Glacier in Alaska to catch up on local news in The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. His fourth trip to Alaska included visits to Denali
National Park and salmon fishing on the Kenai River.

Mountainside and Springfield. Dedi-
cated on September 13, 2003, it was
constructed through private dona-
tions including in-kind work by la-
bor unions and materials at cost.

Summit
The Summit Fire and Police Depart-

ments will hold a brief joint service at
9:55 a.m. at a 9/11 monument next to
the Summit Fire Department, 396 Broad
Street.

Roselle Park
The borough will hold a Patriot Day

9/11 Service from 7 to 8 p.m. at the
September 11 memorial at Kelly-
Kaulfers Memorial Park.
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9/11 Services

Mr. Martin owns the Garwood-based
“Promotion Rental Service,” which
provides outdoor promo decorations to
retail businesses.

Mr. Nierstedt is director of planning
for the City of Plainfield and is a former
member of the board of education.
Mrs. Palmer served on the board of
education for seven years, two years as
president, and is a former member of
the Garwood Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion and the Education Foundation of
Garwood.

In Fanwood, incumbent Republican
Councilmen Robert Manduca and Mike
Szuch are being challenged in their
reelection bids by Democratic former
Councilman Jack Molenaar and new-
comer Dan Levine.

Mr. Manduca is employed by a tech-
nology resources company while Mr.
Szuch is an electrician specializing in
traffic control.

Mr. Molenaar previously served on
council from 2004-2006 and is cur-
rently chairman of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board. He is director of transpor-
tation at Rutgers University. Mr. Levine
owns a management consulting firm
specializing in corporate relocation and
economic development.

In Cranford, Democrat Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr., co-owner of a manufactur-
ing and business and a firefighter, and
Republican W. Scott Mease, a me-
chanical engineer and business owner,
are battling for the township council
seat currently held by Mayor David
Robinson, a Republican who is not
seeking reelection.

In Mountainside, Republican Coun-
cil members William Lane and Robert
Messler are unopposed in their reelec-
tion bids.

At the county level, incumbent
Democratic Freeholders Al Mirabella
of Fanwood and Mohamed Jalloh of
Roselle are joined this year by Bruce
Bergen of Springfield, a former town-

ship attorney in Springfield. Mr. Bergen
previously ran for the state Legislature.
They will face Republicans, Diane
Barabas of Westfield, who ran for free-
holder in 2006, Stephen Kozlovich of
Union and Krzysztof Nowak of
Cranford, who was unsuccessful in a
GOP Freeholder Primary race in 2008.

In the race for Congress from the 7th
District, two-term incumbent Rep.
Leonard Lance (R) is being challenged
by six-term state Assemblyman
Upendra Chivukula (D-17, Somerset).
The district includes Westfield, Berke-
ley Heights, Clark, Cranford, Garwood
and Mountainside.

Most of Scotch Plains and all of
Fanwood have been redistricted to the
12th Congressional District, currently
represented by seven-term Rep. Rush
Holt (D), who is being challenged by
GOP South Brunswick businessman
Eric Beck.

Also, U.S. Senator Robert Menendez
(D) is being challenged for a second
term by state Senator Joseph Kyrillos
(R-13, Middletown).
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Fall Campaigns

the tables be moved so as not to
block a fire hose connector.

The municipal government will
mark the anniversary of the Sep-
tember 11th attacks on Tuesday
morning with a brief service at the
memorial on the Alan Augustine
Village Green, according to Mayor
DePaola, although details had not
been finalized by Tuesday evening.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council

of more office space, then additional
parking will need to be created be-
cause commuters and office employ-
ees go to work at the same time.

The council discussed thoroughly
reviewing Maser Consulting’s rec-
ommendations before deciding
whether to move forward.

In other news, the council discussed
correspondence it had received from
the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice about a scam involving chari-
table clothing bins placed through-
out the county. Instead of being do-
nated to charity, the collected items
were being used for personal gain.
According to the August 1
prosecutor’s office press release, “Au-
thorities recently charged [Michael
Arpaio] with Third Degree Criminal
Impersonating following his role in
placing at least one illegal clothing
donation bin in Berkeley Heights.”

Arpaio purportedly represented
himself as a retired law enforcement
officer when seeking permission to
leave the clothing bins at various loca-
tions, including a church parking lot.
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FW Council

Photo courtesy of Nancy Barnes
HAVING FUN...The Barnes family
enjoys  Splash Mountain in Walt Disney
World as their cousin reads The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times as he plunges
into the water.

WF Grant for Additional
Firefighters Denied

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield’s ap-
plication for a federal grant to hire
additional firefighters has been de-
nied. The town had applied for a
Staffing for Adequate Fire and
Emergency Response (SAFER)
grant from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA). Had
it been approved, the town would
have had the ability to hire four new
firefighters at no cost to the taxpay-
ers for two years.

According to Councilman and Fi-
nance Chairman Sam Della Fera,
Westfield’s application was denied
along with applications by
Plainfield and Roselle. He added
that it was his understanding that
grants were awarded in New Jersey
to larger cities such as Camden and
Hoboken, which had experienced
layoffs.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
told The Westfield Leader the town
has submitted another application
for the same grant and expects to
hear back from FEMA in Decem-
ber or January. Mr. Gildea added
that FEMA offers three tiers for
grant applications; tier one is for
towns who laid off firefighters, tier
two is for towns who lost firefighters
through attrition (which Westfield

falls into the category of), and a
third tier for volunteer municipali-
ties.

“It is difficult to say today whether
we will be hiring additional
firefighters in next year’s budget,
or whether there will be funds avail-
able to do so absent grant
monies…Each year’s budget nec-
essarily is a function of the prior
year’s revenues, and until we have
a better understanding of our 2012
revenues, we cannot determine what
funds will be available next year.
Moreover, we will be negotiating a
new contract with the FMBA, and
that also will directly impact upon
the resources available for additional
hiring,” Councilman Della Fera said
in an e-mail to The Leader.

In May, following a house fire on
Barchester Way, members of the
Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Asso-
ciation (FMBA) Local 30 attended a
town council meeting asking for ad-
ditional manpower. Westfield Fire
Department Lieutenant Tim Brennan,
who spoke as both a member of the
department and a Westfield resident,
said the department is “still fast and
effective, but no longer fully capable.”

Mayor Andy Skibitsky said if the
FMBA was willing to open the con-
tract up for renegotiation, the town
could possibly increase the number
of firefighters on each shift. Lieu-
tenant Brennan responded that he
could not speak on behalf of the
union, but when pressed for his per-
sonal opinion by Fourth Ward Coun-
cilman Jim Foerst, he said, “to a point,
yes.”

When contacted by The Leader,
FMBA President Michael Sawicki
said “no comment.”

RVSA Briefs Mtsd. on Plan
To Privatize Cogen. Facility

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
 Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA)
officials delivered a presentation to
the Mountainside Borough Council
Tuesday night on the RVSA’s inten-
tion to enter into a public-private part-
nership with another company. The
representatives also answered ques-
tions from the council members and
Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli.
The presentation was made at the re-
quest of the governing body.

The RVSA, located in Rahway, sani-
tizes wastewater for several towns in
Middlesex and Union Counties as well
as 3,500 industrial and commercial
customers. The plant serves over
300,000 residents in Clark, Cranford,
Garwood, Kenilworth, Mountainside,
Rahway, Roselle Park, Scotch Plains,
Springfield, Westfield, Winfield Park,
Woodbridge and sections of Fanwood
and Linden. RVSA completed a $200-
million-plus upgrade to its facility.

The RVSA’s cogeneration facility
has experienced cost overruns, which
necessitated an effort to refinance debt
repayment services and the possible
addition of a partner to assist in run-
ning the facility more cost effectively.
RVSA Executive Director James
Meehan and Secretary-Treasurer Rob-
ert Materna were present at Tuesday’s
meeting.

 “We investigated several different
ways to try and run the (cogeneration)
facility and really what the problem is
is that the facility is twice the size of
what it should be and it’s not eco-
nomically feasible for us to operate
it on our own,” Mr. Meehan said.
“But if you were able to fill up the
rest of the capacity…it could very
well work.”

The RVSA submitted a Request

For Proposal (RFP) for a “Public-
Private Partnership for the opera-
tion, maintenance and management
of the existing sludge dewatering
facility, sludge drying facility and
cogeneration facility” by Wednes-
day, October 10. The RVSA offi-
cials said the estimate is that an
outside company could generate $15
million in revenue over the next 20
years for the cogen facility by bring-
ing in additional sludge from other
sources to run the facility at full
capacity.

Just in... Service For

Scotch Plains 911
The Township of Scotch Plains will

hold a Remembrance Service and
Wreath Laying on September 11,
2012 to commemorate the 11th anni-
versary of the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001.

The ceremony will begin at 9:00
a.m. at the Scotch Plains 9/11 Memo-
rial Monument on the Alan M. Au-
gustine Village Green, Park Avenue.
The observance will include remarks
by Mayor Mary DePaola, along with
prayers offered by local clergymen
and will be followed by the laying of
wreaths in memory of the three Scotch
Plains residents who lost their lives in
the terrorist attacks: Matthew
Horning, James Walsh and Mark
Rothenberg

For more information, call 908-
322-6700 x. 314.

Photo courtesy of Dean Talcott
BACK-UP SINGER...Frank Chupko
joined the band, Wolf Creek, at the St.
Bart’s softball league’s annual Labor
Day picnic at Brookside Park. Frank,
a veteran on the league, is pictured,
left, with his “boom-bah.”


