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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

I can help you save big time.
Whether you’re just starting out or on a tight
budget, the Allstate Value Plan is a great way
to  go.  Plus,  I’m  always  here  whenever  you
have a question or  need help.  Call  me today
for a quote.

Call or stop by to see how much you can save.

Ron Bansky
(908) 301-0711
 
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

WITH A VALUABLE AGENT

ALLSTATE
VALUE
PLAN

Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Savings will vary. Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty
Insurance Company © 2012 Allstate Insurance Company

Courtesy of Alexandra Palatucci
NATIONAL EXPOSURE…Governor Chris Christie speaks at the 2012 Repub-
lican National Convention in Tampa, Fla., as seen from the New Jersey delegation
section on the floor of the convention.

Photo Courtesy of Karen Sanders
LEADER IN BARCELONA... Five Westfield High School juniors studied Span-
ish this summer in Barcelona, Spain, and brought The Westfield Leader with
them. Pictured, from left to right at Parc Guell, are: Evan Garfinkel, Daniel
Sanders, Jake Wasserman, Ben Eisenberg and Rebecca Kraus.

Photo courtesy of Nancy Barnes
HAVING FUN...The Barnes family is
seen on Splash Mountain in Walt Disney
World. Their cousin is seen reading The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times with the
group as he goes downhill.

WAY UP NORTH...Greg Cummings of Fanwood takes a break from a wildlife
cruise to the Holgate Glacier in Alaska to catch up on local news in The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. His fourth trip to Alaska included visits to Denali
National Park and salmon fishing on the Kenai River.

and two-term Democratic Council-
man Kevin Glover, who ran for mayor
in 2008 against Mrs. Malool.

Prior to raising her children, Mayor
DePaola was a structural engineer
with Severud Associates Consulting
Engineers in New York from 1989 to
1993 and was previously a member
of the Scotch Plains Board of Adjust-
ment. Mr. Glover is the managing
principal of his own facility advisory
firm that consults and advises corpo-
rations on real estate needs.

Former nine-year Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education mem-
ber Edward Saridaki is running for
council on the Republican ticket
against Democrat Colleen Gialanella.
Mr. Saridaki has a background in
business and publishing, while Mrs.
Gialanella has been a teacher with
the Clark school system for 12 years,
holding the title of district supervisor
of pupil personnel services/guidance
since 2010.

In Garwood, Republican incum-
bent Timothy Hak and newcomer
Michael Martin will face Democrats,
planning board member William
Nierstedt and Ann Palmer, a former
member of the board of education,
for two open council seats. Mr. Mar-
tin replaced Carol Kearney, who
dropped out of the race after the Pri-
mary Election after running for coun-
cil last year. Ms. Palmer replaces
Michael Wilson, who also dropped
his candidacy.

Mr. Hak, a former council presi-
dent, operated Horan Lumber and
Coal Co. in Cranford/Roselle Park
for many years. After a 30-year ca-
reer with AT&T, Mr. Martin owns the
Garwood-based “Promotion Rental
Service,” which provides outdoor
promo decorations to retail busi-
nesses.

Mr. Nierstedt is director of plan-
ning for the City of Plainfield and is
a former member of the board of
education. Mrs. Palmer served on the
board of education for seven years,
two years as president, and is a former
member of the Garwood Parent-
Teacher Association and the Educa-
tion Foundation of Garwood.

In Fanwood, incumbent Republi-
cans Robert Manduca and Mike
Szuch are being challenged in their
reelection bids by former Democratic
Councilman Jack Molenaar and new-
comer Dan Levine.

Mr. Manduca is employed by a
technology resources company while
Mr. Szuch is an electrician specializ-
ing in traffic control.

Mr. Molenaar previously served on
council from 2004-2006 and is cur-
rently chairman of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board. He is director of transpor-
tation at Rutgers University. Mr. Levine
owns a management consulting firm
specializing in corporate relocation

and economic development.
In Cranford, Democrat Thomas H.

Hannen, Jr., co-owner of a manufac-
turing and business and a firefighter,
and Republican W. Scott Mease, a
mechanical engineer and business
owner, are battling for the township
council seat currently held by Mayor
David Robinson, a Republican who
is not seeking reelection.

In Mountainside, Republican
Council members William Lane and
Robert Messler are unopposed in their
reelection bids.

At the county level, incumbent
Democratic Freeholders Al Mirabella
of Fanwood and Mohamed Jalloh of
Roselle are joined this year by Bruce
Bergen of Springfield, a former town-
ship attorney in Springfield. Mr.
Bergen previously ran for the state
Legislature. They will face Republi-
cans, Diane Barabas of Westfield,
who ran for freeholder in 2006,
Stephen Kozlovich of Union and
Krzysztof Nowak of Cranford, who
was unsuccessful in a GOP Free-
holder Primary race in 2008.

In the race for Congress from the
7th District, two-term incumbent Rep.
Leonard Lance (R) is being chal-
lenged by six-term state Assembly-
man Upendra Chivukula (D-17,
Somerset). The district includes
Westfield, Berkeley Heights, Clark,
Cranford, Garwood and
Mountainside.

Most of Scotch Plains and all of
Fanwood have been redistricted to
the 12th Congressional District, cur-
rently represented by seven-term Rep.
Rush Holt (D), who is being chal-
lenged by GOP South Brunswick
businessman Eric Beck.

Also, U.S. Senator Robert
Menendez (D) is being challenged
for a second term by state Senator
Joseph Kyrillos (R-13, Middletown).
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Fall Campaigns

tember 13, 2003, it was constructed
through private donations including
in-kind work by labor unions and
materials at cost.

Summit
The Summit Fire and Police Depart-

ments will hold a brief joint service at
9:55 a.m. at the 9/11 monument next to
the fire dept., 396 Broad Street.

Roselle Park
The borough will hold a Patriot

Day 9/11 Service from 7 to 8 p.m. at
the September 11 memorial at Kelly-
Kaulfers Memorial Park.
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9/11 Services

Information Meetings
Scheduled on WF Bond

WESTFIELD — The public is in-
vited to attend morning and evening
meetings when information regard-
ing the Monday, September 24, bond
referendum will be discussed.

Updates on the bond will be in-
cluded during the Tuesday, Sep-
tember 11, board of education meet-
ing to be held at 7:30 p.m. in
Roosevelt Intermediate School’s
cafeteria. The agenda also will in-
clude a report on the district’s tech-
nology initiative. The morning in-
formational meeting on the bond
will take place Wednesday, Sep-
tember 19, in Roosevelt’s audito-
rium at 9:30 a.m.

Information about the bond ref-
erendum is posted at
westfieldnjk12.org/bond2012. Reg-
istered voters who are unable to
vote in person on September 24
may apply for a Voting by Mail
application from the Union County

Clerk’s Office. Instructions and the
application are on the link provided
at westfieldnjk12.org/bond2012. The
application must be received by the
county clerk no later than seven days
prior to the election, which is Sep-
tember 17. Voters can apply in person
or via an authorized messenger dur-
ing the county clerk’s office hours no
later than 3 p.m. on Friday, Septem-
ber 21.

The Westfield annex of the county
clerk is located at 300 North Av-
enue East. Office hours are 8 a.m.
to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days; 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays; and 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. on Saturdays. The Main
Office of the county clerk is located
at the Union County Courthouse, 2
Broad Street, Room 113, Elizabeth,
07207. Regular office hours in
Elizabeth are Monday through Fri-
day from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

In other business, Mr. Mirabelli
announced that the borough would
again apply for a New Jersey Safe
Corridor Grant from the New Jer-
sey Department of Transportation
(NJDOT) for 2012. The council
announced at last month’s meeting
that the borough would receive
$16,866 for the 2011 fiscal year.

The council also authorized the
advertisement of a public sale of
surplus vehicles,  namely the
borough’s community bus. The bus
will be replaced by a smaller model
that does require the driver to have
a commercial driver’s license. The
council also authorized the pur-
chase of two police vehicles, one
of which would be of the unmarked
variety. The cost for the two ve-
hicles is estimated to be approxi-
mately $53,935. The borough in-
tends to purchase Ford Police In-
terceptor Utility Vehicles. Both ve-
hicles will be sports utility vehicle
models.

Mayor Mirabelli questioned
Mountainside Police Chief James
Debbie about the status of vehicles
to be replaced. “We’re holding onto
one until we find out what we
need,” Chief Debbie stated. “But
right now, one of the unmarked has
80,000 miles on it and it seems to
be holding up.” The plan “is to
hold onto it until it reaches a point
of no return,” Chief Debbie said.

The council approved a raffle
application from the Lions Eye
Bank of New Jersey for a 50/50
off-premise draw raffle, as well as
a raffle application from Commu-
nity Access Unlimited for an on-
premise draw raffle and an appli-
cation from the New Jersey Asso-
ciation of Twin Mothers Club Inc.
for a 50/50 off-premise draw raffle.

The next borough council meet-
ing, open to the public, is sched-
uled for Tuesday, September 18, at
8 p.m., at Mountainside Borough
Hall.
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Mtsd. Council
grant applications; tier one is for
towns who laid off firefighters, tier
two is for towns who lost firefighters
through attrition (which Westfield
falls into the category of), and a
third tier for volunteer municipali-
ties.

“It is difficult to say today whether
we will be hiring additional
firefighters in next year’s budget,
or whether there will be funds avail-
able to do so absent grant
monies…Each year’s budget nec-
essarily is a function of the prior
year’s revenues, and until we have
a better understanding of our 2012
revenues, we cannot determine what
funds will be available next year.
Moreover, we will be negotiating a
new contract with the FMBA, and
that also will directly impact upon
the resources available for additional
hiring,” Councilman Della Fera said
in an e-mail to The Leader.

In May, following a house fire on
Barchester Way, members of the
Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Asso-
ciation (FMBA) Local 30 attended a
town council meeting asking for ad-
ditional manpower. Westfield Fire
Department Lieutenant Tim Brennan,
who spoke as both a member of the
department and a Westfield resident,
said the department is “still fast and
effective, but no longer fully capable.”

Mayor Andy Skibitsky said if the
FMBA was willing to open the con-
tract up for renegotiation, the town
could possibly increase the number
of firefighters on each shift. Lieuten-
ant Brennan responded that he could
not speak on behalf of the union, but
when pressed for his personal opin-
ion by Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst, he said, “to a point, yes.”

When contacted by The Leader,
FMBA President Michael Sawicki
said “no comment.”
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SP Council to Decide Use of
$100,000 ‘Shack’ Money

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township
council will consult with officials from
the Scotch Plains Management Corp.
(SPMC) about how best to utilize what
will ultimately be $100,000 in funds dedi-
cated to business district improvements.

At its conference meeting on Tuesday,
the council was informed that it needed to
adopt a resolution directing that the money
be channeled specifically to a separate
township budget account and that the
purposes of the funds be more clearly
specified.

As part of its agreement to buy
Shackamaxon Country Club last year,
New Jersey Golf Partners agreed to do-
nate $100,000 to the township that would
be earmarked for the special improve-
ment district. Township Clerk Bonnie
Lacina said on Tuesday that $50,000 has
already been received and the other
$50,000 would be deposited once the
first certificates of occupancy are issued
for the residential development being
built on a portion of the Shackamaxon
property. She said that state officials had
asked for clarification of the purpose of
the money.

One caveat is that the township gov-
ernment, not the SPMC, controls the
$100,000, so the township council, in
consultation with SPMC board mem-
bers, will ultimately decide how to ex-
pend the funds.

“I hesitate to tell business owners what
to do,” said Mayor Mary DePaola. She
said she would like council members to
“work in conjunction” with the SPMC so
that the governing body has “their input
and advice” on the matter.

The $100,000 in funding represents
close to 150 percent of the annual SPMC
operating budget.

In other business, council members
also ratified a memorandum of under-
standing on a new contract between the
township government and the workers
union representing public works and rec-
reation department employees. The new
agreement, which will cover the years
2011, 2012 and 2013, was reached after
a mediation hearing held at the end of
June,  Councilman Michael Marcus aid.

The council also agreed to purchase
two state-of-the-art 9-1-1 answering cen-
ters for the police department that will
replace the current system.

Township Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer said
he will provide the council with a draft
ordinance regulating the placement of
charitable clothing bins. Union County
Prosecutor Theodore Romankow has
been pressing towns to enact guidelines
setting out where the containers can be
located and the requirements for permits,
Mr. Lehrer said. Acting Township Man-
ager Robert LaCosta said the ordinance
needed to be crafted in such a way that, “it
works well for Scotch Plains,” meaning,
for instance, that bins are not allowed to
be placed in parking spaces in lots.

The council will consider a request at
its Tuesday, September 18, meeting by
the soon-to-open Darby Road pub on

Park Avenue to place tables and chairs
outside its building for use by patrons.
The fire department had asked that one of
the tables be moved so as not to block a
fire hose connector.

The municipal government will mark
the anniversary of the September 11th
attacks on Tuesday morning with a brief
service at the memorial on the Alan Au-
gustine Village Green, according to
Mayor DePaola, although details had not
yet been finalized.

ary guide for hourly employees hired
after January 1, 2012. The new guide
has 14 salary tiers which range from $15
an hour to $26 an hour; unlike the guide
for employees hired before January 1,
which has 11 tiers and range from $15.83
to $31.37 an hour for 2012.

The council will meet next Tues-
day at 8 p.m. following a 6:30 p.m.
ceremony at the 9/11 Memorial,
which will commemorate the 11th
anniversary of the September 11,
2001 terrorist attacks.

Just in... Service For

Scotch Plains 911
The Township of Scotch Plains will

hold a Remembrance Service and Wreath
Laying on September 11, 2012 to com-
memorate the 11th anniversary of the
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.

The ceremony will begin at 9:00 a.m.
at the Scotch Plains 9/11 Memorial Monu-
ment on the Alan M. Augustine Village
Green, Park Avenue.  The observance
will include remarks by Mayor Mary
DePaola, along with prayers offered by
local clergymen and will be followed by
the laying of wreaths in memory of the
three Scotch Plains residents who lost
their lives in the terrorist attacks: Mat-
thew Horning, James Walsh and Mark
Rothenberg

For more information, call 908-322-
6700 x. 314.
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Photo courtesy of Tina Fairweather
CAIO...Anya and Aidan Fairweather of Scotch Plains enjoy The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times in Mola di Bari, Puglia, Italy, the home of their maternal
grandparents, where they visited the 13th-century castle in town. They also
enjoyed many other local attractions, and, of course, amazing food.


