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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
GOODBYE, SUMMER...Crowds flock to the annual St. Bart’s Labor Day Italian Festival held this past weekend in Scotch
Plains to enjoy the good food, rides and games.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
GOOD FOOD...Maria Delano, left, cuts some homemade Torrone for Geraldine
Inman of Fanwood at the St. Bart’s Labor Day Italian Festival held this past
weekend in Scotch Plains.

Fall Campaigns Ready
To Start in Local Towns

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Now that Labor Day has
passed, the election season is about
to kick-off in earnest here in Union
County. A mayor’s race in Scotch
Plains and competitive council races
in Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood and
Scotch Plains highlight the season

locally. There is no municipal elec-
tion in Westfield this year.

The Scotch Plains mayor’s race is
between Republican Mayor Mary
DePaola, who served on council since
January 2009 prior to being appointed
mayor in June after Mayor Nancy
Malool resigned to take a state post,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Towns Announce Programs
For 11th Anniversary of 9/11

REGION – A number of Union
County towns will hold services on
Tuesday to remember those killed in
the September 11, 2001 terrorist at-
tacks on the World Trade Center, the
Pentagon and United Airlines Flight
93. The list is as follows:

Westfield
The town will observe the 11th an-

niversary of the September 11th ter-
rorist attacks with a community gath-
ering at the September 11 Memorial
site on North Avenue at East Broad
Street. The commemoration ceremony
will begin at 6:30 p.m. with opening
remarks from Mayor Andy Skibitsky.

Local clergy will offer prayers of
commemoration followed by the pre-
sentation of the ceremonial wreath by
an honor guard. The ceremony will
conclude with a period of silent reflec-
tion as those in attendance stand united
as a community to support each other
and those who lost loved ones. The
ceremony will be held rain or shine.

Scotch Plains
The municipal government will mark

the anniversary of the September 11
attacks on Tuesday morning with a
brief service at the memorial on the
Alan Augustine Village Green. Details
had not been finalized as of press time.

Fanwood
To commemorate the events of

September 11, 2001 the Fanwood
Memorial Library will present the
film The Saint of 9/11, the story of
Father Mychal Judge. The film will
begin at 7 p.m. in the Fanwood Room.
The community is welcome to at-
tend. Father Judge, a New York City
Fire Department chaplain, who
rushed to the scene on 9/11 to admin-
ister Last Rites, was himself killed

from debris when the South Tower
of the World Trade Center collapsed.

For more information, call the li-
brary at (908) 322-6400 or visit
fanwoodlibrary.org.

Cranford
The township’s 9/11 program will

be held at 7 p.m. at Cranford WTC
Memorial Park, located at the corner
of Springfield Avenue and North
Union Avenue, across from the
Cranford Police Department. The
Cranford Clergy Council and the
Cranford WTC Committee are jointly
conducting the program. In the event
of rain, the event will be held at First
Presbyterian Church. The program
will include singing, prayers and will
end with a candle-lighting ceremony.

Donations for the perpetual main-
tenance of the park can be sent to the
Cranford WTC Fund, Box 265,
Cranford, N.J. 07016.

County
Families of the 60 Union County

residents who lost their lives in the
World Trade Center terrorist attacks
are invited to light a candle in their
memory from 6 and 9 pm. at the
September 11th Memorial in Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside. Candles
will be available for families to light
in memory of their loved ones. Flow-
ers and other memorabilia may also
be displayed. There will be no cer-
emonies or speeches, as this will be a
time for silent reflection and remem-
brance of those lost on 9/11.

The Union County September 11th
Memorial is located near the Spring-
field Avenue entrance of Echo Lake
Park on the border of Mountainside
and Springfield. Dedicated on Sep-
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Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
PARTNERSHIP SOUGHT...The Mountainside Council listens to two represen-
tatives from the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) deliver a presenta-
tion on the RVSA’s intention to enter into a public-private partnership with
another company that has yet to be determined.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield Council Updates Public
On HS Parking Improvements

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – On Tuesday night
the Westfield Town Council met for
the first time since August. The
council set its agenda for next
week’s public session and heard an
update from Town Administrator
Jim Gildea on the high-school park-
ing project.

Mr. Gildea informed the council
that creation of the new parking
spaces at Westfield High School
(WHS) and Edison Intermediate
School had been completed in time
for Wednesday’s school opening.
He said that temporary striping had

been installed at the Armory, and
new signage is up in the neighbor-
hoods surrounding WHS to inform
drivers of the new parking restric-
tions.

He added that while police and
parking enforcement officers would
be out at all of Westfield’s schools
on Wednesday, police would be
“paying careful attention to the high
school.”

The new parking rules and addi-
tional spaces are the result of many
neighborhood meetings and the
joint efforts of the council and the
Westfield Board of Education
(BOE).

Public Safety Committee Chair-
woman JoAnn Neylan said that she
wanted to continue to have mem-
bers of the BOE meet with her com-
mittee in order to evaluate whether
the improvements were working to
solve parking problems. She added
that she was pleased with the land-
scaping that was done around the
extended parking areas at WHS and
Edison.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst said that the work was done
with “very little disruption to the
neighborhood” and that he did not
get any complaints from neighbors.

Mr. Gildea added that the town
and BOE were able to save money
on the projects by using Town En-
gineer Chris McAloon, rather than
hiring an outside engineering firm.

In other business, the council re-
viewed a resolution, which if passed
next week, will allow the recreation
commission to apply for a match-
ing funds grant from Union County
from the Kids Recreation Trust
Fund. The town will apply for
$387,500 for the repair of Sid Fay
and Houlihan turf fields. Mr. Gildea
told the council that it is “nearing
the time [the turf field] has to be
replaced” and that the other half of
the money would come from the
“trust fund,” which is made up from
user fees.

Installation of the $1-million syn-
thetic turf field at Sid Faye and
Houlihan Fields, at the corner of
Rahway Avenue and Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield, was completed
at the end of 2005.

At next Tuesday’s public meet-
ing, the council is expected to pass
an ordinance on first reading that
would set the salaries for employ-
ees represented by the Teamsters
union. Under the new contract, only
those employees already at the high-
est pay level will see raises of 2
percent, 1.5 percent and 1.75 per-
cent from 2012 to 2014, respec-
tively.

The contract also sets a new sal-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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RVSA Briefs Mtsd. on Plan
To Privatize Cogen. Facility

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA)
officials delivered a presentation to
the Mountainside Borough Council
Tuesday night on the RVSA’s inten-
tion to enter into a public-private
partnership with another company.
The representatives also answered
questions from the council members
and Mountainside Mayor Paul
Mirabelli. The presentation was made
at the request of the governing body.

The RVSA, located in Rahway,
sanitizes wastewater for several towns
in Middlesex and Union Counties as
well as 3,500 industrial and commer-
cial customers. The plant serves over
300,000 residents in Clark, Cranford,
Garwood, Kenilworth, Mountainside,
Rahway, Roselle Park, Scotch Plains,
Springfield, Westfield, Winfield Park,
Woodbridge and sections of Fanwood
and Linden. RVSA completed a $200-
million-plus upgrade to its facility.

The RVSA’s cogeneration facility
has experienced cost overruns, which
necessitated an effort to refinance
debt repayment services and the pos-

sible addition of a partner to assist in
running the facility more cost effec-
tively. RVSA Executive Director
James Meehan and Secretary-Trea-
surer Robert Materna were present at
Tuesday’s meeting.

 “We investigated several different
ways to try and run the (cogeneration)
facility and really what the problem is
is that the facility is twice the size of
what it should be and it’s not economi-
cally feasible for us to operate it on our
own,” Mr. Meehan said. “But if you
were able to fill up the rest of the
capacity…it could very well work.”

The RVSA submitted a Request
For Proposal (RFP) for a “Public-
Private Partnership for the operation,
maintenance and management of the
existing sludge dewatering facility,
sludge drying facility and cogenera-
tion facility” by Wednesday, October
10. The RVSA officials said the esti-
mate is that an outside company could
generate $15 million in revenue over
the next 20 years for the cogen facil-
ity by bringing in additional sludge
from other sources to run the facility
at full capacity.

WF Grant Application For
Additional Firefighters Denied
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield’s ap-
plication for a federal grant to hire
additional firefighters has been de-
nied. The town had applied for a
Staffing for Adequate Fire and
Emergency Response (SAFER)
grant from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA). Had
it been approved, the town would
have had the ability to hire four new
firefighters at no cost to the taxpay-
ers for two years.

According to Councilman and Fi-
nance Chairman Sam Della Fera,
Westfield’s application was denied
along with applications by

Plainfield and Roselle. He added
that it was his understanding that
grants were awarded in New Jersey
to larger cities such as Camden and
Hoboken, which had experienced
layoffs.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea

told The Westfield Leader the town
has submitted another application
for the same grant and expects to
hear back from FEMA in Decem-
ber or January. Mr. Gildea added
that FEMA offers three tiers for
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