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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Nina Montero, a senior on the varsity soccer team, scored the first goal in the
Union County Tournament quarterfinal against Oak Knoll. When the game was tied and went into penalty kicks, Nina
scored the first penalty kick to lead the team to a victory and to the semifinals.

“We never had a touchdown
from an A-back before. It was
our goal. We said, ‘A-back touch-
down! A-back touchdown!’ We
got what we wanted, but it still
wasn’t enough to win the game,”

Zoughy said.
As time ran out for the half,

Hughes hooked up with Ryan Bell
in the end zone for a controver-
sial 30-yard TD. Ridge was held
to just 57 yards rushing in the

half but Hughes was seven of 10
passing for 171 yards.

“First half was good, but I think
we could have done a lot better.
The stats in the first half don’t
matter. We gave up touchdowns
in the Red Zone and that’s ridicu-
lous. I know the coaches are not
happy about us in the Red Zone.
We are a Red Zone defense. We
had always made stops, and they
scored twice in the Red Zone, I
think, today. I am not satisfied
with the loss,” said Cougar line-

backer Diaz, who tied with Joe
DaSilva for eight tackles.

DaSilva also recorded a five-
yard sack, and lineman Jeff Weiss
had a 10-yard sack. Defensive
backs John Oblachinski and Kevin
Trotter each had seven tackles.

With 3:53 left in the third quar-
ter, Ridge took a 28-14 lead when
Skea scored on a four-yard run.
The Cougars took 18 plays to
cover 81 yards and reached the
end zone when Dwyer bashed in
from the one with 5:44 remain-
ing to tighten the score at 28-21.

The Cougars gambled with an
onside kick but Ridge got the

possession; however, the Cou-
gar defense forced a punt that
went out of bounds at the 15,
which led to the Cougars’ four-
play gamble that set up Ridge for
its final TD.

“This team doesn’t accept los-
ing no matter who it is. I don’t
care if we are playing the New
York Giants. We expect to win
every time,” said a disappointed
Diaz.

The Cougars will travel to Clark
tomorrow to face rival A.L.
Johnson.
Ridge   7 14   7   7 35
Cranford   7   7   0   7 21

Probitas Verus Honos

No. 17 Ridge Red Devils Stop Cranford Cougars Final Attempt in 35-21 Football Victory
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John Oblachinski, No. 12, Reggie Green, No. 7


