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Watchung Hills Rout Raider Gridders, 34-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

WEISSE NOTCHES 11 POINTS., 5 KILLS; BORETZ 9 PTS.

Blue Devil V’ballers Stagger
Raider V’ballers, 25-20, 25-9

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil senior co-captain
Courtney Weisse totaled a match-
high 11 service points, and senior co-
captain Nicole Boretz, a defensive
specialist and outside hitter, finished
with nine service points, five digs
and three service aces as the Westfield
High School girls’ volleyball team
knocked off Scotch Plains-Fanwood
in a battle of rivals, 25-20, 25-9, in
Westfield on October 17.

In addition to her 11 service points,
Weisse, a middle blocker, knocked
down five kills, three service aces,
two digs and one assist. Junior setter
Kayla Rodrigues dished out nine as-
sists, two kills, three digs and two
service points. Paige Pavleszek and
Elena Scarano each contributed five
digs and one service point.

“It’s a big game just because it’s a
rivalry. It is the last home game of
regular season for us, it was Scotch
Plains and it was the last day of the state
seeding cutoff. The girls were pumped
up for Scotch Plains, and it was a good
game. We had some momentum going
here and there, but they were always a
threat. We served particularly well to-
day. We hit spots. They had trouble
passing it and that allowed us to really
get our offense rolling. We really served
tough. They got into a funk and had
trouble getting out of it,” said Westfield
Head Coach Beverly Torok in her 20th
year of coaching.

The Raiders relied offensively on
senior middle hitter Maggie
Appezzato, who finished with two
kills, two blocks, six service points
and one service ace. Outside hitter
senior Christine Charles notched three

kills and six service points, and jun-
ior opposite hitter Isabella Krempa
had a good game contributing eight
assists, six service points and two
service aces.

In Game 1 that was generally tight
throughout, the Blue Devils im-
pressed by taking an early 12-6 ad-
vantage following a kill by Weisse.
The Raiders regrouped midway in
the game and edged their way back to
cut the deficit to, 13-10.

On four separate occasions, the
Raiders closed to within three points,
tightening the score at 23-20. It did
not get any closer after that as the
Blue Devils closed out the set, high-
lighted by Weisse’s kill that notched
a 25-21 win.

“Weisse has been our go-to player
most of the year. She’s just returning
off of mono, so she is still a little
rusty, but she played quite tough to-
day. Boretz played balls really well,
Olivia Manning [two kills, three digs]
hit through some of their blocks and
really pounded the ball back; she is
the sophomore outside hitter as well.
Rodrigues mixed it up really well,
she had a lot of different attacks,”
said Coach Torok.

“We knew going into the game,
they wanted to beat us out, that’s
been their goal all season. They’ve
been scouting us and planning for us
the whole season, so we knew it was
going to be a real tough game. We
need to be psyched-up, we did a lot of
stuff to keep our minds on it. First
game, we showed our strength and
played really well,” said Boretz.

In Game 2, Westfield took imme-
diate control when they jumped out
to its largest lead of the set, 17-7, and

never looked back. A crowd arousing
serving demonstration by Weisse,
Boretz and with the help of Megan
Mondon (four service points, one
dig) struck the Raiders down, 21-7.
Pavleszek (5 digs) rested the game in
the hands of the Blue Devils with a
service point to end the match, 25-9.

“In the first game, I feel like our
hearts were in it. We were pumped
up, ready to go, and we were defi-
nitely in it. We started to make a few
mistakes, and we let it get to us, and
that was our biggest downfall. Sec-
ond game, we gave up a bunch of
serving points and that was it,” said
Raider Appezzato.

“We scared them the first game, I
think so in my opinion. The second
game, we just showed them Westfield.
We just were on. We were so on today
and that was great. Our game plan is
to go in with Westfield mindset, play
our game and it showed. We do know
a few things about Scotch Plains.
They have three solid middle
blockers. They have one very good
outside blocker. We set up our de-
fense according to that and we work
on ourselves,” said Weisse.
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seconds left.
With 58 seconds off the clock in the

third quarter, the Raiders botched a
snap from center then their line sim-
ply could not stop the Warriors.
Giacomo took the first snap from
center and knifed his way through for
a 25-yard TD to up the lead to 28-0.

Another bad break came the Raid-

ers’ way when Pruss stepped in front
of Thomas, attempting to dump the
ball into the flat, intercepted the ball
and returned it for a 38-yard TD to
make the score 34-0 with 9:55 left in
the third quarter.

“I was trying to do my job, trying to
do it for my team. After a game like
this, there is no reason why we should
keep our heads down. We have to
fight through it together, as a team, no
matter what. Playing together, that’s
pretty much it,” said Thomas.

“We gave them the ball on our
thirty-yard line at the end of the half,
they were able to score again. The
fourteen points they scored in the
second half were off of turnovers. We
gave them the ball on our own 15-
yard line and then that interception
was run back for a touchdown. So, if
you look at the defense, the defense
after they gave up the first fourteen

points, they spent the rest of the game
doing their job. Defense did not give
up a long drive the rest of the game.
We just put the defense in terrible
situations and gave them more points.
Offense just stalled out, offense did
not get the ball moving and again, six
turnovers, you can’t get anything
done,” said Coach Stack.

“It’s not the team that I know, the
team that I am the captain of. They were
hungry and we were content where we
were. We did not want to push each
other. We had a lot of injuries, had to

learn how to play with other linemen
that we never played with before. I’m
not making excuses, because I did not
play up to my potential. I don’t know if
my teammates did or not, but we did not
play as well as we should have, and it
showed on the scoreboard. I’m disap-
pointed, but we got Warren Hills next
week. We have to push hard, come in

with heart and hopefully win that game,”
said senior outside/defensive linemen
Anthony Tufaro.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 0 0 0 0
Watchung Hills 7 14 13 0 34

Dragons Burn Raiders
In UCT Volleyball

The 16-2 Kent Place Dragons de-
feated the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls volleyball team,
25-21, 25-14, in the quarterfinal round
of the Union County Tournament.
Tara Sweeney notched five kills and
had two blocks for the Raiders. Anna
Spellman had 10 service points with
four aces, nine kills and three digs for
the Dragons.

Lady Blue Devils Top
Soccer Highlanders

The 9-4-1 Westfield High School
girls soccer team pulled a come-from-
behind, 2-1 victory over 11-4 Gover-
nor Livingston in Berkeley Heights on
October 18. Trailing, 1-0, Blue Devil
Caroline Greenspan netted a goal mid-
way through the second half then added
a second goal 10 minutes later. Karli
Sottung had an assist. Jenn French, on
an assist from Lauren Jankowski, scored
for the Highlanders.
Westfield 0 2           2
Gov. Livingston 0 1           1

Soccer Raiders Rap
Farmers in UCT, 2-0
The top-seeded Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School girls soccer
team defeated the eighth-seeded
Union Lady Farmers, 2-0, in the
quarterfinal round of the Union
County Tournament in Scotch Plains
on October 20. Annie Canone and
Tori Balitico each netted a goal for
the 12-2-1 Raiders, while Christy
Monroy and Jessie Klein each added
an assist.
Union (4-10) 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 2 0 2

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN A VERY COMPETITIVE GAME 1…The Raiders, left, and the Blue Devils get involved in a very competitive Game 1
in Westfield on October 17. The Blue Devils won Game 1, 25-20.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEADING THE WAY…Raider offensive lineman James Kaiser, No. 78, leads the way downfield for running back Kobe
White, No. 3, in the game against Watchung Hills on October 19. The Warriors won, 34-0.


