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PROZUK SCORES TWO GOALS, SMITH TAPS IN ONE

Blue Devils Ditch Farmers
In Boys’ Soccer Clash, 3-1
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Intensity and victory highlighted a
very special afternoon as the Westfield
High School boys soccer team ditched
the Union Farmers, 3-1, on the se-
niors’ final regular-season home game
at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on October 18.

Not only was the game special for

the Blue Devil senior boys, but it was
also a very special day for George
Kapner, who had also served his final
regular-season home game as boys
soccer Head Coach. It was also
Kapner’s 1,033rd victory as a varsity
coach (all sports).

“Having it being the last regular-
season game for me is very, very
bizarre. I have been the varsity soccer

coach in Westfield since 1980, so this
is kind of surrealistic to be honest,”
Coach Kapner said.

Senior co-captain Henry Smith
made the afternoon’s outlook look
bright immediately, when he con-
verted a rebound off Union goal-
keeper Dan Martinez to make the
score 1-0 within the first 30 seconds
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
USING HIS FOOT THIS TIME…Blue Devil Mike Prozuk, No. 17, handles the ball  with his foot in the game against Union
in Westfield on October 18. Prosuk, known for using his head to score goals, scored two against the Farmers in a 3-1 win.
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SCOTT NETS 2; SOTTUNG, MacDONALD, McBAIN GET 1

Blue Devils Unsettle Pioneers
In UCT Soccer Quarters, 5-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Shots on goal were whizzing furi-
ously, especially in the first half, and
the second-seeded Westfield High
School girls soccer team made sure
that five of them found the mark in a
5-0 victory over seventh-seeded, 7-
10 New Providence in the quarterfinal
round of the Union County Tourna-
ment at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on October 20.

The Blue Devils had defeated the
Lady Pioneers twice already this sea-
son, so there was always a concern
about a third meeting.

“It’s tough when you see teams
three times in a season. First time it
was 4-0, second it was 2-0, and I
know New Providence played Scotch
Plains really well. For us, we were
nervous about it in the quarterfinals
playing New Providence, because
they have been on a little bit of a roll.
But again, this is the Union County
Tournament. Our goal is to get to the
semis, get to the finals and, hope-
fully, do well there. I think today built
a little momentum. Hopefully we can
carry it on to next week in our semi-
final match against Summit or Gov-
ernor Livingston,” Blue Devil Head

Coach Alex Schmidt said.
The 10-4-1 Lady Blue Devils

launched 16 of their 23 shots on goal
in the first half and three found the
net, beginning less than three min-
utes in with junior midfielder Karli
Sottung, who lined a free kick from
30 yards that deflected off the finger-
tips of Pioneer goalkeeper Katie Vigi-
lante, who had a very busy afternoon,
making 15 saves.

Five minutes later, a corner kick
came in to Sottung on the left side.
Sottung crossed to the right where
sophomore midfielder Judy

Watching Hills Warriors Run
Past Raider Footballers, 34-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Last week, after losing to the
Cranford Cougars, the visiting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School foot-
ball team was again on the wrong side
of the winning column in Watchung
on October 19.

A variety of costly mistakes and an
injury-plagued team proved costly,
as the Warriors hit pay dirt five times
to defeat the Raiders 34-0. Quarter-
back Tommy Giacomo baffled the
depleted Raiders’ defense with his
crafty options and keepers, galloping
160 yards on 20 carries, including
four touchdowns (TD). Halfback
Anthony Pruss rushed for 51 yards
and threw for 74 yards.

The Raiders minus five starters,
including three linemen, showed very
little life. Out-gained 242-85 total
yards, the Raiders were held to a

mere 23 yards and two first downs in
the first half and 62 yards in the
second half. Additionally, the Raid-
ers incurred six turnovers.

Junior quarterback Owen Monahan
completed five of nine passes for 47
yards. Sophomore halfback Emendo
Thomas was limited to 34 yards on 15
carries. Running back Dein Rice
rushed eight yards on 10 carries and
running back Kobe White carried six
times for 14 yards. Defensively, line-
backer Jack Cunningham recorded
eight tackles, an eight-yard sack and
recovered a fumble. Rice made 11
tackles and sophomore middle line-
backer Kevin Maxwell had six.

“It was rough just going into the
game with not having our starting
safety, starting middle linebacker, our
starting right tackle, our starting de-
fensive end. Injuries definitely put us
behind the eight ball and you can’t

play football with six turnovers,”
Raider Head Coach Jon Stack said.

Six minutes after the opening kick-
off, Giacomo engineered a five-play,
65-yard TD march, capped by an
eight-yard keeper and the extra point.
The Raiders stopped the Warriors on
their second drive after Thomas ex-
ecuted a TD-saving tackle and Ryan
Jensen inflicted a sack on the next
play.

The Warriors’ fourth possession
yielded a four-play, 74-yard march,
capped by Giacomo’s eight-yard TD
with 4:47 left in the half to make the
score 14-0. With the Raiders’ offen-
sive and defensive wheels still spin-
ning, the Warriors immediately tacked
on another seven points after a muffed
squib kick on the 30-yard line re-
sulted in three plays, capped by
Giacomo’s 18-yard TD run with 35

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PRESSURING THE GOAL AREA…Blue Devil Katelyn Kelly, No. 5, goes for the ball near the Mt. St. Dominic’s goal area
in Westfield on October 17. Westfield won, 4-1, with two goals from Emily Mastrocola and one each from Halsey Urban
and Shannon Schaefer.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING AN INSIDE POSITION…Blue Devil junior Gianna DeVito, No. 6, gets in a good position and boots the ball
downfield in the Union County quarterfinal game against New Providence on October 20. Westfield won, 5-0.


