
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, October 25, 2012 Page 3

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

George McGovern Dies at 90;
Democratic Nominee in 1972
George McGovern, the Democratic

nominee for president in 1972 and a
former United States Senator and
Congressman from South Dakota,
died Sunday at the age of 90.

In 1972, he ran on his strong oppo-
sition to the Vietnam War, but only
captured Massachusetts in a land-
slide loss to President Richard Nixon.
President Nixon would later resign
during the Watergate scandal of the
mid-1970s. Mr. McGovern also ran
for President in 1968 and 1984, al-
though he did not capture his party’s
nominee those years.

In 1956, he won a seat in Congress
and as re-elected two years later. Af-
ter losing a bid for the U.S. Senate in
1960, Mr. McGovern was named spe-
cial assistant to the president and
director of the Food for Peace Pro-
gram by President John F. Kennedy.
He was elected to the Senate in 1962
and was re-elected in 1968 and 1974.

Murphy Campaign Criticizes
Christie Visit for McMahon

New Jersey Governor Chris
Christie campaigned with Connecti-
cut Republican United States Senate
candidate Linda McMahon on Mon-
day.

Governor Christie’s visit was criti-
cized by a spokesman for Mrs.
McMahon’s opponent, Democrat
Chris Murphy.

“Chris Christie and Mitt Romney’s
tax cuts for millionaires and tax hikes
for the middle class have failed time
and again, but Linda McMahon wants
to give them another try in Connecti-
cut,” said Murphy campaign spokes-
man Ben Marter. “Connecticut voters
rejected Linda McMahon’s jobs-kill-
ing policies two years ago (when she
also ran for U.S. Senate), and while
she campaigns with more Republi-
cans focused on the wealthiest Ameri-
cans, it’s clearer than ever that she
doesn’t represent Connecticut work-
ing families.”
Assembly GOP Calls for Action

On Tax Relief Legislation
On the eve of last Thursday’s Gen-

eral Assembly voting session, As-
sembly Republican Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield), Confer-
ence Leader Dave Rible (R-30, Wall
Twp.) and Republican Whip Scott
Rumana (R-40, Wayne) held a press
conference to discuss the Republican
legislative priorities, including urg-
ing the Assembly to take up the tax
relief legislation commonly referred
to as the “Tax Relief for New Jersey
Families Act.”

The comprehensive tax relief bill,
A-3235, was introduced on Septem-
ber 24. Under the bill, the average
homeowner would save an estimated
$775 when the legislation is fully
enacted. Renters would receive an
additional $250, and while wage earn-
ers participating in the Earned In-

come Tax Credit Program would ben-
efit by an extra $550.

 “We need to light a fire under New
Jersey’s economy by delivering re-
lief to taxpayers,” Asm. Bramnick
said. “Unfortunately, Thursday’s As-
sembly board list [did] not include
any bills that address the number
issue on the public’s mind. People
are concerned about their tax burden
and yet that doesn’t seem to be a
priority for the Assembly Democrats.
Republicans stand ready to work with
our colleagues across the aisle to
make tax relief and economic reform
bipartisan priorities.”

Prosecutor to No Longer Probe
Homicides In Elizabeth

Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow has announced his office
will no longer investigate murders
that occur in Elizabeth, The Star-
Ledger has reported. He said the de-
cision comes after repeated requests
by the prosecutor for the Elizabeth
Police Department to appoint detec-
tives to the prosecutor’s Homicide
Task Force. Half of Union County’s
homicides are in Elizabeth, Mr.
Romankow told the newspaper.

The announcement is the latest battle
between the prosecutor and Elizabeth
Mayor Chris Bollwage. The mayor
has said he believes drugs and not
gangs are the reason for the increased
in murders in his city and refused to
take part in its 2011 edition of he State
Police’s annual gang survey.

Elizabeth has had 50 of Union
County’s 99 homicides since 2009.
Thus far this year, 12 of the county’s
22 murders have occurred in Eliza-
beth. An assistant prosecutor will
continue to be assigned to each ho-
micide in the county, the paper re-
ported.

The Homicide Task Force includes
members of the prosecutor’s office,
officers and detectives from 10 po-
lice departments including two from
Plainfield.
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www.MattressFactoryBeds.com

not just mattresses.

Owner Ron Shovlin

Why Nirvana?
Nirvana Collection Mattresses provide you with up to 
thirty three percent more pressure relief than conventional 
or memory foam bedding, cradling all body types with 
superior support.  And the Talalay latex we use provides a 
surface that is hypo allergenic and environmentally friendly.

Happy Halloween!
Planning to be up all night trick or treating? Us too!  Be ready to sleep it off in 
amazing comfort with our Nirvana line of mattresses. And then come see us 
on Facebook by scanning the QR code on the left with your mobile device.

We’d like to think we sell nirvana...

“Sleep is the golden 
chain that ties health and 

our bodies together.” 

–Thomas Dekker 

Halloween!

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

DATE SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2012 

TIME 9 AM – 1 PM 

LOCATION SHORT HILLS HILTON
41 JFK PARKWAY, SHORT HILLS, NJ 

TO REGISTER: Phone (973) 403-1100 x 371
E-Mail bmaglin@weinerlesniak.com
Website www.weinerlesniak.com

Salvatore A. Simeone, Esq.

Chair, Matrimonial Department
Weiner Lesniak LLP

Certified as a Matrimonial Attorney and 

Member of American Academy of 

Matrimonial Lawyers

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
629 Parsippany Road, Parsippany, New Jersey

973.403.1100

John M. Loalbo, Esq.

Chair, Trusts and Estates Department
Weiner Lesniak LLP

Recognized as one of New Jersey’s leading 

probate litigators and Wealth Transfer

Tax Planners

Understanding
The

Divorce Process
Accomplished attorneys guide you through

all aspects of the process of divorce - from

the filing of your complaint through tending

to the details in your Judgment of Divorce

and planning for your new future. The

seminar will address frequently asked

questions about custody, alimony, parenting 

time, child support, division of property,

emancipation and much more.

Estate Planning
After the 2012 Election 

and Beyond 
A review of Federal Estate and Gift tax

law changes that may occur after the

2012 election along with a discussion of

Trusts and Estates planning and

litigation in general from counsel who

has both substantial Trust and Estate tax 

experience coupled with substantial

experience in the estate litigation area.

COMPLIMENTARY SEMINAR FEATURING:

County EMS Now Permanent;
Second Ambulance Added

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has
approved the permanent establish-
ment of Union County’s first
countywide emergency medical ser-
vice. The new service will provide
local first responders with an addi-
tional mutual aid ambulance. Union
County initiated the program on a
pilot basis last year in response to
requests from local officials, and it
has proven to be an overwhelming
success, officials said.

The pilot program was developed
based on discussions with represen-
tatives from the 21 municipalities in
Union County, who expressed the
need for additional emeregency medi-
cal resources to answer growing de-
mands. Budget constraints, hospital
emergency room closings and
changes in medical practices are some
of the factors leading to increasing
pressures on local emergency re-
sponse.

“The Rahway Emergency Squad
donated two ambulances to the ser-
vice when the pilot phase began,
which kept startup expenses to a mini-
mum,” Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella said. “Insurance reimburse-
ments are covering the full cost of the

service including personnel and op-
erating costs.”

The countywide EMS pilot pro-
gram began in June 2011. On its first
day of operation it answered four
requests for service, hitting the an-
ticipated mark of up to five calls daily
on average. In the following 11
months, the service totaled more than
975 calls.

“The new EMS mutual aid service
is another good example of how
Union County resources can help
local governments enhance their
emergency response capabilities
while under a tight budget,” said
Andrew Moran, director of the Union
County Department of Public Safety.
“The addition of this service has made
a significant difference in providing
our residents with access to emer-
gency medical services.”

All but one of the 21 municipalities
in Union County used the service
while the pilot program was under
way.

The new service can also be called
upon as backup when local ambu-
lances are out of commission for un-
expected maintenance or repairs, and
it can serve as a standby precaution at
public events or fires.

SP, FW Residents Sought to Serve
On Consolidation Study Commission

Bill Offers Dismissal
For One-Time Offenders

TRENTON  – Legislation spon-
sored by Assembly Republican Leader
Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) that
would permit municipal courts to es-
tablish a conditional dismissal pro-
gram similar to the existing supervi-
sory treatment programs for pre-trial
intervention and conditional discharge
has been sent to Governor Chris
Christie for his consideration after both
houses of the Legislature unanimously
approved the measure.

“One-time offenders who commit
a foolish mistake should be afforded
the opportunity of a second chance,”
Mr. Bramnick said. “This bill gives
local prosecutors and judges the dis-
cretion to decide if a young teenager
caught shoplifting can avoid a per-
manent criminal record by perform-
ing community service and paying
an appropriate fine.”

Under the bill, A-3096/S-2169, a
defendant charged with a petty disor-
derly offense or disorderly persons
offense would be able to apply to
enter into the “conditional dismissal
program” provided the person has
not been previously convicted of any
petty disorderly persons offense.

AREA – Courage to Reconnect
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, a non-
partisan, grassroots group of citizens
who have secured state approval for a
municipal consolidation study for
both towns, is seeking commission-
ers to serve on a study commission.

 Four members of the 10-member
commission would be appointed by
Courage to Reconnect, who is seeking
civic-minded residents from both com-
munities who can analyze information
objectively and without political bias.
Other commission members will be se-
lected through the citizens group and
representatives of the municipal gov-
ernments of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

 “The purpose of this municipal
consolidation commission is to imple-
ment a fair and balanced assessment
about the pros and cons of merging
the government structure of the two
towns,” said Fred Lange of Scotch
Plains, a founder of the grassroots
group. “The ultimate findings may
show the towns are better together, or
better apart. There are no pre-con-
ceived notions as we approach this.”

Dan Winigrad of Fanwood, another
group member, said there have been
disturbing misconceptions that such
a commission is designed to force a
merger. “Nothing could be further
from the truth,” he said. “That is why
we are asking elected representatives
of both towns to appoint commis-
sioners. And that is why this process
is being closely monitored by the
state Department of Community Af-
fairs (DCA). We are simply conduct-
ing a transparent study; voters will
ultimately decide – once they are
equipped with unbiased information,
presented independently, outside the
lens of our elected representatives or
municipal workforce.”

 Those interested in serving on the
study commission should send a cover
letter explaining their interest, ability
to satisfy a time commitment of one
meeting a week for six months and a
résumé to: Courage to Reconnect
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, P.O. Box
481 in Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.
Interested individuals can also e-mail
spfreconnect@gmail.com. For more
information, visit
spfreconnect.wordpress.com.

County Towns to Receive
$513,000 in Recycling Grants

TRENTON – Municipalities in
Union County will receive more than
$513,000 in state grants to help imple-
ment and enhance local recycling
efforts, Department of Environmen-
tal Protection Commissioner (DEP)
Bob Martin announced Monday.

The funds are being awarded
through the Recycling Enhancement
Act, which has significantly increased
recycling tonnage grants the DEP is
able to distribute to almost all of the
state’s cities and towns. Statewide,
$13.1 million in state grants will be
distributed to municipalities.

“Recycling is a high priority of the
Christie Administration because it
improves our environment while also
creating tangible, economic benefits
for municipalities,” Commissioner

Martin said. “As we observe the 25th
anniversary of the state’s Mandatory
Recycling Act this year, a landmark
law that made New Jersey the first
state to require recycling, we are
making a call to action across the
state for everyone to renew their com-
mitment to recycle.”

Grant awards to Union County in-
clude: Berkeley Heights, $11,765;
Clark, $14,338; Cranford, $22,976;
Elizabeth, $72,788; Fanwood,
$12,509; Garwood, $7,879; Hillside,
$17,919; Kenilworth, $16,158; Lin-
den, $53,511; Mountainside, $7,941;
New Providence, $19,155; Plainfield,
$19,297; Rahway, $24,712; Roselle,
$12,974; Roselle Park, $9,505;
Scotch Plains, $29,776; Springfield,
$28,153; Summit, $33,248; Union,
$63,380; Westfield, $34,123, and
Winfield, $1,308.

The recycling grant program is
funded by a $3 per ton surcharge on
trash disposed at solid waste facili-
ties. Distribution of grant funds this
year is based on the recycling suc-
cesses local governments demon-
strated in 2010. In 2010, New Jersey
reached a 40-percent municipal solid
waste recycling rate for the first time
since 1998.

Municipal governments  receive
60 percent of the money the fund
generates to help them enhance re-
cycling outreach and compliance ef-
forts. The balance is awarded to
county solid-waste management and
household hazardous-waste collec-
tion programs, county and state pro-
motional efforts, and recycling re-
search.

New Jersey became the first state
to require statewide recycling in 1987
with passage of the statewide Man-
datory Source Separation and Recy-
cling Act. Municipal solid waste, col-
lected from households and small
commercial establishments, include
paper, corrugated paper, glass, metal
containers and plastics.

For statewide recycling informa-
tion and statistics, visit www.nj.gov/
dep/dshw/recycling/.

GW Man Ordered to
Pay State $7.7 Mil.

GARWOOD – Attorney General
Jeffrey S. Chiesa and the New Jersey
Division of Consumer Affairs on
Tuesday announced a $7.7 million
judgment against John Kot of
Garwood and his 20 home improve-
ment companies, including Roofing
Police, Inc. Kot and the companies
are barred from performing home
improvement work, and is barred
from managing or owning any busi-
ness in New Jersey.

Kot, 41, and the his companies were
found to have committed 1,542 viola-
tions of the state Consumer Fraud Act,
Contractors’ Registration Act, Contrac-
tor Registration Regulations, Home Im-
provement Regulations, and Advertis-
ing Regulations, according to a press
release from the Attorney General.


