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Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON YOUR MARK, GET SET, GO!…Runners take off at the start of the Family Fun Run and 5K held Saturday in Fanwood.
More than 360 runners competed in the sanctioned race.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ADMIRING EYES...The Poeschl family admires an exhibit of wedding dresses
at the Osborn Cannonball House in Scotch Plains on Saturday. The house was
part of the Union County Four Centuries in a Weekend event.

BOE Ratifies SPFEA Contract With
6 Percent Pay Hike Over 3 Yrs.
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Lance, Chivakula Debate
At JCC in Scotch Plains

By JASON KIM
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Two-term in-
cumbent Rep. Leonard Lance (R-
7th) and challenger, Assemblyman
Upendra Chivakula (D-17th,
Somerset), met for the second time to
state their positions on voter issues
during a debate Sunday at the Jewish
Community Center of Central New
Jersey in Scotch Plains.

When it came to the question of
what to do about the entitlement pro-
grams – Social Security, Medicare
and Medicaid – both candidates said
that they were for doing just that –
supporting the programs.

Mr. Chivakula fired the first salvo
in the debate, reading a list of Mr.
Lance’s voting record on such issues,
and claimed that Mr. Lance did not
care about the “vulnerable.”

“Actions speak louder than words,”
Mr. Chivakula said. He continued
and said that the incumbent voted to

raise the age to receive Social Secu-
rity to 70, voted for increasing diffi-
culties in senior citizens and veterans
getting their benefits, voted to cut
funding for homeless veterans and
voted against Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder and suicide prevention pro-
grams.

 “This is not bipartisanship...this is
trying to balance the budget on the
backs of people who are vulnerable,”
Mr. Chivakula said. “This has to stop.”

Mr. Lance quickly fired back, say-
ing, “I’ve never voted against Social
Security...I’m a strong believer that
we must protect Social Security,
Medicare and Medicaid.”

 “I do believe that Social Security
can be maintained for future genera-
tions, perhaps [by] raising the retire-
ment age for those in their 20s, to
[age] 68 or 69,” Mr. Lance said. He
clarified further that although he is in
favor of raising the age for a specific

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRICK-OR-TREAT...Residents prepare for Halloween on Wednesday, October
31, when youngsters will have to brave scary creatures as they make their way to
get their treats.

Manduca, Szuch Dispute
Consolidation, PD Merger

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Incumbent
Fanwood Republican councilmen
Robert Manduca and Mike Szuch
expressed skepticism over a pro-
posed merger with Scotch Plains.

In an on-camera interview with
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times edi-
tor Paul Peyton conducted last
Thursday, Mr. Manduca, a 23-year
resident of Fanwood, took issue with
an effort by the organization Cour-
age to Reconnect, which has re-
ceived permission from the state’s
Department of Community Affairs
to pursue a consolidation study.
(The complete interview can be
viewed at www.goleader.com).

The councilman said the more
he, Mr. Szuch and Democratic
Mayor Colleen Mahr pore over the
figures, “We’re looking at a situa-
tion where one plus one equals
three.” For example, he said Scotch
Plains, which spans 10 square miles
– as opposed to Fanwood’s single
square mile – encounters 10 times
the amount of wear and tear on its
emergency vehicles.

“And the Scotch Plains folks say
we should divide it (emergency ser-
vices) like we do the school system
– 25 / 75. Well, that’s inviting
Fanwood people to pay for Scotch
Plains’ gas and maintenance,” Mr.

Manduca said.
He also added “to make it fair for

Fanwood people, this has to be a
deliberative process, not a
Kumbaya-and-everyone-saves-
money [method].”

Moreover, he touted Fanwood’s
volunteer fire and first-aid squads.
In such a tight-knit community, he
said, “everyone gets involved, and
we have savings because of
that…[Conversely], every single
rug we look under with consolida-
tion looks like an increase for
Fanwoodians.”

Mr. Szuch, a longtime
Fanwoodian and a Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School graduate,
saw a lot of “discrepancies” when
investigating the two different com-
munities. For one, he noted that
Scotch Plains’ recreation budget is
in excess of $1 million, while
Fanwood’s is about $30,000.

However, in the bigger picture,
when looking at Courage to Recon-
nect, he said the group is “pretty
uninvolved in common Fanwood
activities, and I really question how
they’re considered our representa-
tives.”

Mr. Manduca, echoing those sen-
timents, hesitated to acknowledge
the organization by its name and
disputed its legitimacy.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

DePaola, Saridaki Discuss
Support of Consolidation
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – During an
on-camera interview last Thursday,
Scotch Plains Mayor Mary DePaola
told Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
editor Paul Peyton that she would
not stand in the way of a merger with
Fanwood. (The complete interview
can be viewed at
www.goleader.com).

Joined by fellow Republican Ed
Saridaki, who like Ms. DePaola is
running for a full, four-year term this
November, Ms. DePaola said if citi-

zens of both towns vote to approve
consolidation, she would welcome
it.

Ms. DePaola, who ascended to the
mayor’s seat in June after the resig-
nation of former mayor Nancy
Malool, reminded viewers that a
majority of council members passed
a resolution in January that advo-
cated support for a Courage to Re-
connect Scotch Plains-Fanwood con-
solidation study.

“Why not? Our job is to save money.
We’re the people’s representative,”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By JASON KIM
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) Board of
Education (BOE) last Thursday rati-
fied a new three-year labor agree-
ment with the Scotch Plains- Fanwood
Education Association (SPFEA).

The new contract is retroactive from
July 1, 2012 and extends to June 30,
2015. The contract includes a 2-per-
cent raise for SPFEA members in
each of the three years. The total
number of the school days for Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School teach-
ers will increase, where the total days
will equal the likes of the elemen-
tary- and middle-school teachers’ to-

tal, officials said. The total length of
time, per day, for students will not be
affected. Also, stipends for coaches
will increase by 2 percent, starting
from the second year of the contract
beginning July 1, 2013.

The total tuition reimbursement
fund was increased from $123,000 to
$126,000 and all salaries will be paid
through direct deposit.

 “I would like to thank the
SPFEA...for their earnestness and
their seriousness for their engage-
ment,” said BOE member and lead
negotiator for the district, Douglas
Layne. “I appreciate being able to
resolve this relatively quickly...and
collective spirit on both sides brought

us to this agreement.”
In response to a question from

Michael Lewis of Fanwood, the BOE
said no changes were made to health-
care insurance coverage or to Medi-
care in the contract. However, Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret Hayes
clarified that, “Because of state regu-
lations, we’re now on a tiered situa-
tion where annually our employees
were contributing more to their health
program, but that was not part of the
negotiations, it does come in cour-
tesy of state regulations.”

In other business, the BOE pre-
sented its annual district testing re-
ports highlighting another success-
ful year of District Factor Group
(DFG) comparative proficiency test-
ing for grades 3 to 8 and grade 11.
DFG scores are the recommended
base score, which the New Jersey
Board of Education has deemed sat-
isfactory.

Assistant Superintendent Joan
Mast told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that she was pleased with the
results. She said the results were what
her department had been expecting.

 “[The fact] that we’re competitive
in line with the DFG is something to
celebrate,” Ms. Mast said. “Which
isn’t a surprise...[in perspective to]
where we’d land [in the report].”

 “When we compare [SP-F] to the
entire state, we can conclude that
we’re implementing the (state’s) Core
[Curriculum] Standards in a way that
is having a positive measure,” Ms.
Mast said.

Overall, SP-F had consistently out-
performed New Jersey, on average,
and has been respectively close or
had higher scores than the DFG
scores.

“Certainly this is a small picture of
student achievement, but everyone
would agree that student achieve-
ment is essential to the work that
everyone does in the district. We’re
all working together to be success-
ful,” Ms. Mast said. “The state testing
program is one way to check annu-
ally, in a broad brush way, how SP-F
students are doing based on compari-
son to similar districts and the state.”

During the discussion a question
about the “purpose” and the efficacy

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

County Gives Out $1.5 M In
Funds; New ME Appointed

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD  – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday approved a resolution to
award $1.5 million in Kids Recreation
Trust grants to 18 of the county’s 21
municipalities that applied. The funds
are paid out of the county’s Open Space,
Recreation, and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund, a tax approved through a
ballot referendum by county voters in
2000.

Mayors, recreation directors and
council members or other municipal
representatives attended a presentation
of large ceremonial checks handed out
by Freeholder Deborah Scanlon and
other freeholders.

Of the 18 towns receiving money,
Westfield was awarded $50,000 to be
used towards the replacement of turf at
the Houlihan and Sid Fay athletic fields.
Scotch Plains was awarded $25,000

for various field improvements,
Fanwood received $62,000 for a skate-
board park at Forest Road Park;
Garwood was given $50,000 for a new
athletic field complex, which will in-
clude two ball fields and a soccer field;
Mountainside garnered $31,500 for
improvements to the Echo Brook ten-
nis courts, storage unit, drainage sys-
tem and backstops, while Cranford re-
ceived $50,000 for Roosevelt Park re-
surfacing and a filter system at Orange
Avenue Park.

Other towns receiving money were
Berkeley Heights, $30,000, clay ball
fields, fencing, dugouts for Police Ath-
letic League (PAL); Elizabeth,
$150,000 for a replacement pool in the

Bayway section of the city; Hillside,
$74,000 for rehabilitation of the
township’s pool; Linden, $150,000 for
playground equipment and other im-
provements; New Providence, $50,000
for the renovation of the community
pool; Plainfield, $37,500 to repair bas-
ketball courts at two city fields; Rahway,
$24,903 to renovate a playground at
one of the city’s schools; Roselle,
$150,000 for active and passive recre-
ation renovations at two borough parks;
Roselle Park, $14,754 to make recre-
ation and equipment areas at a borough
park compliant with the Americans
With Disabilities Act (ADA); Spring-
field, $50,000 for athletic field and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Alex Taner for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAJOR FUNDRAISER… Scotch Plains and Fanwood Democrats gather Tues-
day night for a fundraiser at the Fanwood home of Union County Freeholder
Chairman Al Mirabella. Pictured, from left to right, are: Freeholder Mohamed
Jalloh, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-22,
Scotch Plains), Fanwood Council President Russell Huegel, U.S. Senator Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.), Fanwood Council candidate Jack Molenaar, Scotch Plains
mayoral candidate Kevin Glover and council candidate Colleen Gialanella,
Freeholder Mirabella and state Senator Nick Scutari (D-22, Linden). Not pic-
tured, but in attendance, was Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th).


