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Autumn Tailgating Party
Sunday, October 28th 2012 • Noon – 6pm

Rain Date: Sunday, November 4th

500-700 North Avenue, Garwood NJ
(Event will take place outside, in the Parking Lot behind the lofts & sidewalks in front)

For more information:
Contact Josh Rosenberg

908-518-9463

Free Entrance to Event

Come in Costume
Get a Prize &

MORE!!

The Lofts of Garwood, Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce & Rosie’s Wine Bar Present an:

All Food $6 • All Alcohol $5 • CASH ONLY for All Purchases • Kids: Bouncy House • Fresh Popcorn • Nerf Basketball • 2 Live Bands • Tattoo Art • On-Site Parking

care, full benefits for those who are
currently recipients will be at 87 per-
cent beginning in 2023,” Mr. Lance
said. “This is intolerable.”

On the question of Dodd-Frank
(Wall Street Reform and Consumer
Protection Act), “modification” was
the theme for both candidates.

 “Sixty percent of assets are held
by the large banks and not the small
banks,” Mr. Chivakula said. “Unlike
the Tea Party, we have to see what
Dodd-Frank’s aspect worked and did
not work… We can’t afford to go
back and bail out the largest institu-
tions [again].”

 “I’m all in favor for modifica-
tion,” Mr. Lance said. “[My] deepest
concern is that ‘too big to fail’ would
occur again… This would mean the
bailouts would happen again.” Mr.
Lance also said that “institutionaliz-
ing of ‘too big to fail’” was a bad idea
and that has to be re-examined.

 “It’s a cautionary tale,” said Mr.
Lance, responding to the European
financial crisis and austerity. “We
have to get a handle on our spending
[here in the U.S.].”

 “I’m in no illusion that we can
balance the budget overnight,” Mr.
Lance said. “We need a glide path
back to fiscal responsibility.” He sug-
gested the “responsible compromise”
must be done and that he would like
to see lowering of the national debt
from $1.1 trillion to a “better” $600
to 700-billion level.

“Lots of lessons were learned from
the European crisis,” Mr. Chivakula
said. “There is no quick fix... 3.5
percent of the budget goes to debt
service costs...an enormous cost to
the middle class.”

On the issue of the Middle East,
Iran and Israel, both candidates as-
sumed the closest of views to each
other. In a consistent theme, both
saw Iran as a large threat to world
stability, and saw Israel as the United
States’ best ally in the region.

 “I am a strong supporter of the
[current] sanctions [on Iran],” Mr.
Lance said. “This is an example of
Congress working together...and I
wish the administration had agreed
with the Congress earlier.”

Mr. Lance then iterated, strongly,
that “nothing was off the table,” in
regards to Iran.

 “Israel is the greatest friend in that
region,” Mr. Chivakula said. “We
need to work hard to protect...Israel.”
He continued to state that Iran is a
“global issue” and that Iran “must
never have nuclear weapons.”

“We need to have harsher
sanctions...and look at other oppor-
tunities that we can take advantage
of,” Mr. Chivakula said.

Both candidates said they would
continue to support funding  $3.1 bil-
lion in aid for Israel’s national security.

On the issue of Syria and the issue
of intervention, both candidates
agreed that significant political pres-
sures should be prescribed, but did
not commit any U.S. ground forces
to that scenario.

 “I don’t favor boots on the ground,”
said Mr. Lance. [We will have to]
work with allies, and make sure Rus-
sia is involved.” Then Mr. Lance went
on to state that Russia was being a
“bad actor.”

 “We cannot stand by...we have to
take stronger actions,” Mr. Chivakula
said. “We’re not doing
enough...innocent civilians are be-
ing killed.” Mr. Chivakula, however,
stipulated that there should not be
U.S. troops involved on the ground
in the Syrian conflict.

On the issue of gay and lesbian
couples’ right to marry, Mr. Lance
said, “I believe that the decision
should be made at the state level and
not at the federal level.” Mr. Lance
also was adamant that he was against
inserting an amendment into the U.S.
Constitution.

“Lance voted against civil
unions,” Mr. Chivakula said. “I have
voted in support of the Equal Mar-
riage Act.”

On the issue of the projected
growth of senior citizens in New
Jersey, the candidates said that they
would support the Older Americans
Act, and continue to support aspects
of senior living in the state. They
both agreed that there were many
advantages to the individuals and to
the government as well.

Lastly, on the issue of charitable
contribution deduction and IRA
charitable rollover, Mr. Chivakula
and Mr. Lance both supported keep-
ing the tax advantages for charitable
organizations.

The next and last debate for the
two candidates will be hosted by
WRNJ (1510 AM, FM 92.7 and FM
104.7) radio today, Thursday, Octo-
ber 25, from 11 a.m. to noon.
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Lance, Chivakula Debate

of the roofs themselves to see the
deterioration first hand. Mr. Mattessich
as well as Ms. Sullivan reported that all
of the findings lead to the conclusion
that “the roofing needs are immediate.”

School officials said Westfield High
School was the first priority for roof
replacement. Ms. Sullivan said 83 per-
cent of the high school’s roof will be
removed and replaced along with ma-
sonry restoration on rising walls, the
replacement of cracked and deterio-
rated bricks, the repairing of mortar
joints and the replacement or removal
of skylights. Ms. Sullivan noted that,
“skylights sometimes produce leaks.”
The cost of replacing the high school’s
roof is $4 million.

Roosevelt Intermediate School’s roof
was reported as needing 96 percent of
the roof replaced and Edison Interme-
diate needs 87 percent of its roof re-
placed. Tamaques and Lincoln Schools
each were reported to need 100 percent
of their roofs replaced while schools
like Franklin and Wilson Elementary
Schools need 34 percent and 28 per-
cent, respectively. The Kehler Stadium
Field House needs 100 percent of their
roof replaced as well as a 100 percent
of roof replacement at the Board of
Education administration building.

In her report, Ms. Sullivan said the
average estimated cost to impact the
district’s homeowner was an additional
$31 for a partial year in 2014. She then
noted that each year payments would
decrease as previous year’s bonds are
paid off. She then stated that the calcu-
lations reported were done with a
blended interest rate, which averages
2.5 percent. The average accessed home
in Westfield is $182,000.

In her presentation, Ms. Sullivan said
the estimated average accessed pay-
ments would decrease to zero by 2020
and then go to $67 in 2021. The presen-
tation chart also showed that in 2022
the payment would be again at zero
while the 2023 payment would equal
$81.

During the presentation, Superin-
tendent of schools Margaret Dolan re-

ported that if the December bond refer-
endum is approved the roofs would be
completed by 2014. If the referendum
fails, she said, “Funding would have to
come from the operating budget.” She
stated that it would delay the roof work
and that money would have to come
from reserve accounts that have al-
ready been allocated to other mainte-
nance projects. This, she explained,
would mean that other maintenance
projects would be placed on hold and
technology upgrades may have to stop.

Superintendent Dolan added that this
type of budget reductions might in-
clude loosing teachers, secretaries, para-
professionals, counselors, librarians and
custodial staff. Ms. Dolan noted that
these types of cuts would affect class
size, classes themselves and programs
where cuts have to be made. She also
said the ongoing commitment to tech-
nology would have to stop which would
give the district an additional $500,000.

According to a previous presenta-
tion given by Ms. Dolan, the average
age of the Westfield school buildings is
73 years and years of fixing, patching
and repairing roofs lasted longer than
expected, but that they were still old.

Earlier in the month, Buildings and
Grounds Supervisor Michael Morris
said the top priority was the high
school’s roof, which he said leaks there
were putting the protective concrete
underlay of the roof at risk.

In other business, it was noted that
the Board of Education election is
scheduled for Tuesday, November 6.
Current board members Richard
Mattessich and Gretchan Ohlig are
unopposed to return to the board to
each serve three-year terms. Candidate
Lucy Biegler is also unopposed for a
three-year term. J. Brendan Galligan is
unopposed for a one-year unexpired
term. Board member Jane Clancy is not
seeking re-election.

The next Board of Education
meeting is set for Tuesday, Novem-
ber 13, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Board of Education building at 302
Elm Street.
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Westfield BOE
field, $50,000 for athletic field and
complex and ball field improvements;
Summit, $50,000 for dugout pads, ten-
nis court, bleachers, drainage and land-
scaping, and Union, $100,000 for pic-
nic gazebo, tennis courts and clay for
ball fields.

Victoria Durbin Drake, administra-
tor of the Union County Office of
Open Space, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Trust Fund, said Clark,
Kenilworth and Winfield Park did not
submit applications to the county, not-
ing her office did contact the three
towns to ensure they were not applying
for funds.

In other business, the board ap-
pointed Dr. Junaid R. Shaikh as Union
County medical examiner for a five-
year term beginning November 1,
2012, and concluding on October 31,
2017 at an annual salary of $185,000.
In response to a question from New
Providence resident Pat Moschetti,
County Counsel Robert Barry said all
New Jersey counties are required to
have a medical examiner and that the
five-year term is mandated by the
state. Mr. Shaikh has served as Union
County deputy medical examiner for
the past five years.

He replaces Dr. Zhongxue Hua
whose term expired and who left the
office in September, according to
county spokesman Sebastian D’Elia.

The freeholders approved by a 7-1
vote a resolution to waive county resi-
dency requirements for three new 9-1-
1 telecommunications employees at
the county’s new Union County Police
Regional Dispatch Center in Westfield.
Freeholder Angel Estrada voted no on
the resolution.

Andrew Moran, director of public
safety, told the board that the new
telecommunications employees, who
previously worked for the now defunct
CenCom dispatch center out of Over-
look Medical Center in Summit, will
be full-time workers. They will also
train emergency medical technicians
(EMTs) in handling Emergency Medi-
cal Service (EMS) calls. Up until
March of this year, the center handled

county police calls but not EMS calls,
Mr. Moran said.

The center handles calls for Fanwood,
which joined a few years ago as a pilot
program, as well as for fire and EMS
calls in Hillside, Roselle, Roselle Park
and Springfield and EMS-only calls in
Scotch Plains and South Orange, Essex
County, and calls for paramedics out of
Robert Wood Johnson University Hos-
pital Rahway.

The board passed a resolution by an
8-0 vote in support of state Senate Bill
No. 2202, which would expand the
New Jersey Homekeeper Program to
be used as financial assistance to help
families pay their mortgages and main-
tain ownership of their homes.

County Manager Al Faella said the
county has a foreclosure task force to
address the high rate of foreclosures in
the county. “There are thousands and
thousands of people out there who need
assistance,” Mr. Faella said.

According to the legislation, New Jer-
sey was awarded $300 million available
from the federal government’s “Emer-
gency Economic Stabilization Act of
2008.” Mr. Faella said only 10 percent of
those funds, assisting only 750
homeowners, have been committed to
date for assistance to homeowners in
danger of losing their homes to foreclo-
sure. The legislation would require the
New Jersey Housing and Mortgage Fi-
nance Agency (NJHMFA) to expend the
amount of funds provided to the state by
expanding the HomeKeeper Program no
later than December 31, 2017. The legis-
lation would require the state use the
funds to provide financial assistance to
homeowners current in their mortgage
obligations as well as to homeowners
who are delinquent in their mortgage
obligations, but against whom a judg-
ment of foreclosure has not been entered
by a judge of the state Superior Court.

“So this bill encourages all those
funds to be utilized to help those people
who are in need,” Mr. Faella said.

The board’s next meeting is Thursday,
November 8, when the board will hold an
agenda setting meeting beginning at 7
p.m. followed by the regular meeting.

Photo courtesy of Clarke Blanton
LANGUAGE EXPERTS…Sgt. Max Blanton of Westfield with friend, Spc. Paige
Lehman of Novato, Calif., visit Changyeonggung Palace, a United Nations world
heritage site, in Seoul, South Korea, with The Westfield Leader. Sgt. Blanton and
Spc. Lehman are military intelligence linguists with the U.S. Army and are
stationed at Camp Humphreys, Republic of Korea.
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Union County Freeholders

ees.
The Chamber holds networking

breakfasts at rotating business loca-
tions the first Tuesday of each month.
The next breakfast will take place at
&Grain, 700 North Avenue, Garwood,
on Wednesday, November 6. Also, this
Sunday, October 28, from noon to 6
p.m., the Chamber will hold an Au-
tumn Tailgating Party at The Lofts of
Garwood, 710 North Avenue, which is
open to the public. There will be mu-
sic, a projector showing the football
games, food and alcohol for purchase
and a kids’ bouncy house.

In other business, Council Finance
Committee Chairwoman Sara Todisco
discussed the urgency to move on the
capital items bond. Due to an error in
submitting a form for a state grant for
the police department, the grants have
not cleared. This has delayed Garwood
acting on a bond. Ms. Todisco sug-
gested the council go ahead and vote
on the bond including the items that
would be affected by the grant.

“I feel we shouldn’t wait any longer,”
she said. “We still need these items.”

The police department requires a
repeater, which amplifies the radio sig-
nal for communications. The
department’s repeater was damaged
during Hurricane Irene. The backup
the department is using is not compli-
ant with Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) regulations. The
repeater is one of four items where
grant dollars are sought from the state.

Ms. Todisco also recommended the
council extend the deadline for waiv-
ing the $400 fee by one year to those
owners affected by the rezoning of
two-family homes that took place ear-
lier this year. She said she spoke to the
borough’s zoning officer who said the
council could extend the deadline be-
cause residents were not notified of the
rezoning change. She suggested the
borough send a mailing, notifying
owners of the rezoning.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said she
has pursued quotes from mailing com-
panies to edit and mail a borough news-
letter. She said she has received two
quotes and is waiting on a third. So far,
prices have come in lower than what
the borough spent on previous news-
letters. The mayor said she prefers to
hire out editing services, as opposed to
having a councilperson edit the news-
letter, so as to avoid a “political slant”
in the newsletter.

The mayor is also looking into up-
dating the borough’s website and web
software. She said the current software
is outdated and would like the new site
to be easier to maintain, user friendly
and economical. “We need to update it.
Right now we are having a lot of
problems with it,” she said.

The borough received a $50,000

Kids’ Recreation Trust Fund grant from
Union County to apply towards the
Athletic Field Complex (AFC), AFC
Committee Chairman Lou Petruzzelli
announced as he held up an oversized
check. The county designated grants to
municipalities that are looking to up-
grade or build playing fields, including
hockey rinks, soccer fields, baseball
fields, swimming pools, and other rec-
reational facilities for children and fami-
lies.

During the regular public meeting,
Mayor Quattrocchi announced she has
been in talks with Roselle Park’s De-
partment of Public Works (DPW) to
share DPW equipment, shade tree trim-
ming services, and sharing training
services. Kenilworth may also have an
interest in sharing DPW services, she
said.

The Garwood Fire Department wants
to buy a new infrared camera at a cost
of $18,000, Fire Committee Chairman
Petruzzelli said.

The Garwood Board of Education
(BOE) announced at its meeting last
week that it has refinanced bonds at a
rate of 2.83 percent, which would re-
sult in a $382,000 savings over the life
of the bonds, Council President and
BOE liaison Keith Sluka said.
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Garwood Council

Local Halloween Events
Westfield

The Halloween Parade on Sunday,
October 28, will start at Quimby Street
in downtown Westfield. Line up on
Quimby Street begins at 2:30 p.m. The
costume contest, which will take place
during the parade and following on
Quimby Street, is for children from
pre-school through elementary school
ages. Adults should accompany young
children. For information visit
westfieldtoday.com.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
The Fanwood and Scotch Plains

Recreation Commissions will present
a Halloween Parade and Costume Con-
test on Wednesday, October 31, begin-
ning at 5:30 p.m. at the Fanwood Me-
morial Library and ending at LaGrande
Park. There will be a Jack-O-Lantern
contest at LaGrande Park. Bring your
pumpkins by 6 p.m. to the park.

For information, visit
f a n w o o d r e c r e a t i o n . o r g ,
scotchplainsnj.com or call (908) 370-
7092 or (908) 322-6700 x 221.

Garwood
The Lions Club will host the

borough’s annual Halloween Parade,
on Wednesday, October 31. The parade
will begin at 7 p.m. After assembling at
Willow Avenue and Center Street,
marchers will proceed to the Lincoln
School gymnasium on Second Avenue.
Costume judging will take place in the
gymnasium.


