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POLICE BLOTTER
GARWOOD

Monday, September 17, William
Demars, 50, of Cranford was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle
stop on the 200 block of South
Avenue and charged with posses-
sion of CDS and possession of CDS
in a motor vehicle. He was pro-
cessed and released with a pend-
ing court date.

Tuesday, September 25, Ray
Bailey, 20, of Clark was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
the 400 block of South Avenue and
charged with DWI, underage con-
sumption of an alcoholic beverage
and having an open container of
an alcoholic beverage in a motor
vehicle. He was processed and
released with a pending court date.

Sunday, September 30, Frank
Erickson, 35, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with DWI after
a motor vehicle accident on the
200 block of Center Street. He was
processed and released with a
pending court date.

Wednesday, October 3, Lori
Shibla, 23, of Garwood was ar-
rested on the 400 block of Willow
Avenue and charged with posses-
sion of stolen property after the
car she was driving was reported
stolen. She was processed and
released after posting $2,500 bail.

Wednesday, October 3, Eric Gra-

ham, 20, of Woodbridge was ar-
rested on charges of possession of a
prohibited weapon, possession of a
weapon for an unlawful purpose,
possession of drug paraphernalia
and possession of CDS. Hamilton
Webster, 27, of Garwood, a passen-
ger in the motor vehicle, was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of drug paraphernalia and posses-
sion of CDS. Graham was processed
and released after posting $5,000
bail. Webster was processed and
released after posting $7,500 bail.

Saturday, October 6, Dennis
Clark, 64, of Garwood was ar-
rested on charges of DWI, leaving
the scene of an accident, careless
driving and refusal to give a breath
sample after a resident reported
hearing a crash in the vicinity of
the 100 block of Willow Avenue.
According to police, Clark was
observed attempting to back away
from the area but due to the
damage to his motor vehicle, was
unable to do so. He was processed
and released with a pending court
date.

It’s Time to Put a Stop to Malfeasance
At All Union County Authorities

cilities that are in the clubhouse.
From revenue at Galloping Hill,

we fear the UCIA will assume the
$25-million new skating rink op-
erations being built by the UCIA;
or Runnells Specialized Hospital,
if not to be closed, can be re-
structured and transferred to the
UCIA. Definitely, the county con-
tracts with KemperSports for golf
operations will have to be can-
celled at a cost, and absorbed
into the UCIA.

The two shadow entities, UCIA
and the UCUA (Union County Utili-
ties Authority), control a lot of
public money. These entities are
not governed by elected officials
but appointed ones – therefore
not accountable to the public.
Monies can be commingled and
untraceable. Revenue will be re-
moved from the county budget
impacting the taxpayers. This
move is not for the interests of
the public, but for the UCIA’s
survival.

Wrong transference of county
tax money is already happening
as the county is using close to $3
million of our Open Space Trust
fund to pay county employees.

One paramount issue, the di-
rector of the UCIA grabbing our
tax money is also the head of the
county freeholders’ political
party (county Democrats) in
charge of fundraising for their
political campaigns. Do you think
the county freeholders will stand
up for the taxpayers or pay obei-
sance to their political boss –
the UCIA director in control of
their campaigns?

It is time to put a stop to this
malfeasance. Residents should
write letters to Governor Christie,
the New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs, Asm.
Bramnick, state Attorney Gen-
eral Chiesa and state Comptrol-
ler Matthew Boxer.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Union County government’s
leaky boat is showing more signs
of stress. After this year’s mas-
sive and disastrous failure of the
county government budget, there
now arises another financial dark
cloud in that major cash flow
problems are appearing at their
shadow entity, the Union County
Improvement Authority (UCIA).
The imminent Galloping Hill ban-
quet/clubhouse that the UCIA has
oversight on, went $10 million
over the original budget skewing
finances due to the upstream
sweetheart rental deals to Tay-
lor-made and LPGA; their solar-
panel program is failing since the
energy rebates received are 15
percent of what they based their
returns on and they forecast re-
bates will only return to 50 per-
cent levels; around $100 million
in short-term notes are at the
end of their allotted lifetime so
they need to be formally bonded,
which increases debt service.

The hard-pressed state govern-
ment may consolidate the UCIA’s
Plainfield Park Madison building,
which would dry up rents. The
UCIA’s finances are bleeding red
and it appears it is the next county
entity to financially blow up. The
UCIA needs cash flow to keep it
on life support.

In freeholders’ executive ses-
sions exposed by the Union
County Watchdog Association,
the county is in discussions to
transfer operations of the Gal-
loping Hill Golf course to the
UCIA along with all revenues.
This year, golf fee revenue was
reported to be minimum $3.5
million. The UCIA, which was al-
ways the construction end of the
county operations, is now as-
suming entertainment and sports
activity functions from the
county; possibly since their con-
struction purpose has hit a ceil-
ing of debt. Golf operations also
include the ancillary banquet fa-

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FOUNDING FATHERS...Union County College in Cranford celebrates its 79th
anniversary with a tribute to its founding fathers on Tuesday with an Annual
wreath laying ceremony in the college’s historic tree grove. The event was led by
the Cranford Fire Department Bag Pipers.

Pumpkin Contest
On Tap In Garwood

GARWOOD – The Garwood Cel-
ebrations Committee for the First
Annual Pumpkin Carving and
Decorating Contest invites resi-
dents to bring their carved or
decorated pumpkins for judging
to the festivities to be held on
Saturday, October 27, at 11 a.m.
in the parking lot at Garwood
Borough Hall at 403 South Av-
enue.

First, second and third prizes
will be awarded for various age
groups.

Probitas Verus Honos

GW Dem Candidates
To Hold Meet and Greet

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Democratic Party has sched-
uled a “Meet and Greet the
candidates” evening at the
Knights of Columbus, 37 South
Avenue, from 5 to 8 p.m. this
Friday, October 19. Attendees
should enter through the Wil-
low Avenue parking lot.

Borough Council Democratic
candidates Ann Palmer and Bill
Nierstedt will be available to
answer questions, discuss con-
cerns and speak one-on-one
with residents. They promise
that no speeches will be made.
Volunteers will be cooking up
hot dogs, sauerkraut, beans,
and all the fixings’ in an
Oktoberfest type of event. Birch
beer and desserts will also be
available. A fee of $7.50 per
person, and $5 per senior or
child will be charged. Beer will
be available for purchase at the
Knights of Columbus bar.


