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REBUILDING AFTER IRENE... Union County Freeholders Bette Jane Kowalski
and Mohamed Jalloh present Barry O’Donovan of Cranford with a resolution
congratulating him on receiving the United States Business Administration’s
Phoenix Award for his efforts to rebuild his business, the Kilkenny House
Restaurant & Pub in Cranford, that was severely damaged by flooding following
Hurricane Irene in August 2011. Phoenix Awards are given to individuals whose
efforts and contributions have enabled their businesses or communities to
recover successfully from a disaster.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Township Attor-
ney Philip Morin told the Cranford
Township Committee Tuesday
night that he received a copy of
a letter from state Superior Court
Judge Lisa F. Chystal, which was
written by Stephen Eisendorfer,
the attorney for Cranford Devel-
opment Associates, (CDA), the
company which seeks to develop
215/235 Birchwood Avenue for a
360-unit apartment complex, 60
of which would affordable units.

CDA had sued the township via
a Builder’s Remedy Lawsuit, and
in December of 2011, Judge
Chrystal decided in favor of the
developer. Cranford was vulner-
able because it has not met its
fair share housing obligations as
set forth by the state’s Mount
Laurel agreement.

The letter sent by Mr.
Eisendorfer to Judge Chrystal
proposed an order of final judg-
ment, and confirms that the town-
ship has complied with the court
mandate to amend its Master
Plan and adopt an ordinance al-
lowing the CDA to develop the
Birchwood property. This step
had to be taken before the town-
ship can appeal the court’s deci-
sion. Mr. Morin said the basis of
the appeal is to question all as-
pects of the trial court’s decision.

“We’re confident the court can
now say that Cranford is in com-
pliance with its obligation with
regard to affordable housing, and
if so, the township will then be
protected from exclusionary zon-
ing litigation for 10 years,” Mr.
Morin said. “We welcome the fi-
nal judgment and the opportu-
nity to pursue our legal argu-
ments in relation to the trial court
decision. The site plan hearing
on the Birchwood property was

conducted, not in Cranford, [not]
by its planning board, but in Su-
perior Court in Elizabeth in Au-
gust as ordered by Judge
Chrystal.”

Judge Chrystal is still awaiting
the recommendations of Judge
Douglass Wolfson, the hearing
examiner, and from Elizabeth
McKenzie, the special master.

In other business, the town-
ship committee adopted an ordi-
nance increasing certain swim
pool utility fees. Under the new
ordinance, the price for all levels
swim lessons at the summer pool
at Orange Avenue and at Cen-
tennial Avenue will be member
fee of $80 for nine swimming
lessons, and the non-member
fee will be $85 for seven lessons.
At the winter pool on Centennial
Avenue, the member fee will $70
for seven lessons and non-mem-
ber fee will be $85 for seven
lessons.

The committee also adopted
an ordinance designating the por-
tion of Walnut Avenue from North
Avenue to Lexington Avenue a
25 mph zone.

The committee also adopted
an ordinance on first reading,
which would amend the Cranford
Municipal Code relating to the
historic preservation advisory
board and procedure relating to
designation of landmarks and
districts. The purpose, as stated
by the ordinance, is to preserve
the historical, cultural, architec-
tural, and social heritage of the
township. A hearing and final
adoption of this ordinance will be
held at a future meeting.

Mayor David Robinson urged
the public to attend tonight’s

night’s debate at 8 p.m. in the
courtroom/committee chambers
of the municipal building on
Springfield Avenue between
Democrat Tom Hannen, Jr. and
Republican Scott Mease, both of
whom are vying for Mr.
Robinson’s seat on the township
committee. The election will de-
termine which party has control
of the governing body in 2013.
Republicans currently have a 3-2
majority on the committee. Mr.
Robinson, a Republican, is not
seeking reelection this year.

Cranford Looks to Appeal Decision
On Birchwood Development

Order of Eastern Star
To Hold Craft Fair

CRANFORD – A craft fair, spon-
sored by Azure Chapter, Order of
the Eastern Star of New Jersey,
will be held this Sunday, October
21, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Masonic Lodge Hall, located at
478 South Avenue, East, in
Cranford.

The event will feature home
décor, antiques and collectibles,
Christmas merchandise, holiday
crafts, jewelry, gourmet food
items, handbags, wood crafts and
other gifts and items. There also
will be a bake sale. Admission
and parking will be free.

The Order of the Eastern Star,
founded in 1870, is one of the
largest fraternal organizations in
the world open to men and
women. It is a charitable and
educational association that pro-
vides support to both members
and non-members.

The Cranford chapter sponsors
various fund-raising events to
support its multiple charitable
projects, including the Eastern
Star Home in Bridgewater. For
more information about the Or-
der of the Eastern Star, call (908)
789-0813.

Probitas Verus Honos

Garwood Dem. Candidates
Hold Q&A at The Pointe
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The Democratic
candidates for borough council
held a question-and-answer ses-
sion with borough residents at
The Pointe’s clubhouse Thursday
night. Ann Palmer and Bill
Nierstedt discussed their experi-
ence, reasons for running for
council, the challenges they see
for Garwood, their plan for the
future of Garwood, and why they
are better qualified than their
Republican opponents, Mike Mar-
tin and incumbent Timothy Hak.

Ms. Palmer said she was proud
of getting a school referendum
passed when she served on the
local board of education (BOE),

after voters opposed it three
times prior.

“We got a new building out of
that, renovated Washington
School, renovated Lincoln School
and knocked down Franklin
School,” she said. She served on
the BOE for seven years, includ-
ing  as president of the BOE.

Mr. Nierstedt, a professional
planner, noted he is the principal
author of the Garwood land use
ordinance. He served as planner
for the borough for eight years
when he moved to the munici-
pality 25 years ago, and now is
planner for the City of Plainfield.

“I think that being a planner
really helps when understanding
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