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The

Westfield Art Association 
sponsors

Artworks  in  Westfield 

Sidewalk
Show and Sale 
Paintings, Sculpture 

Printmaking, Photography

WAA Awards Totaling Up To  $1000.

9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Sunday, October 21 

Rain Date: Sunday, October 28 
in

Downtown Westfield 

co-sponsored by 

Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce 

The Westfield Art Association is registered as a 
non-profit 501[c]3 Corporation under IRS Regulations 

CONCHQUISTADORES…Members of New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
conch shell ensemble, the Conchquistadores, participated in the Guinness Book
of World Records Conch Shell Blowing Contest. The event, held in conjunction
with the Arts and Sea Glass Festival, took place on September 29 at Ship Bottom
on Long Beach Island. The Conchquistadores gave musical pointers to their
fellow conch shell players prior to the competition and also performed a mini-
concert of Hawaiian music.

CDC Opens Season With
Rocky Horror Picture Show

CRANFORD - Cranford Dra-
matic Club (CDC) Community The-
atre announced the theatre’s 2012-13
season will open this fall with Richard
O’Brien’s The Rocky Horror Show on
Friday, October 19.

With nearly 40 years of history and
multiple productions worldwide,
Rocky Horror has been delighting
audiences since its 1973 West End
premier in London. In 1975, Rocky
Horror was adapted to film starring
Tim Curry, Susan Sarandon and Barry
Bostwick receiving rave reviews.

The show runs Fridays and Satur-
days at 8 p.m., October 19, through
November 3. There will be a mid-
night performance on October 27,
and a Halloween performance on
October 31.

Also this fall, CDC Theatre will be
bringing back its Children’s Produc-
tion with Disney’s Camp Rock: The
Musical on Friday, December 7.
Based on the 2008 Disney Channel
movies, it tells the story of Mitchie,
her friends, and a summer at Camp
Rock. With rival Camp Star across
the lake, and the survival of Camp
Rock at stake, Mitchie gets her fel-
low Camp Rockers into shape for a
showdown.

For 2013, William Gibson’s The
Miracle Worker will open on Febru-
ary 8, 2013. Based on Helen Keller’s

autobiography, The Story Of My Life,
it follows Annie Sullivan’s struggle
to teach Helen language through the
her fingers. Helen Keller’s story
touched the entire world, advocat-
ing for and improving the lives of
the blind.

Finally, the music of Meredith Wil-
son will close out CDC Theatre’s
season with The Music Man on May
3, 2013. Winner of five Tony Awards,
including Best Musical, The Music
Man has been adapted to films and
had numerous stage revivals.

Tickets to all performances are on
sale now at www.cdctheatre.org, or
at the Box Office located at 78
Winans Avenue, Cranford, during a
performance.

The 2012-13 season is made pos-
sible in part by the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts through grants
administered by the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs.

CDC Theatre is a nonprofit, all
volunteer, community theatre offer-
ing award-winning plays and musi-
cals since 1919. One of the longest
continuously producing theatre
groups in New Jersey, it reaches out
to all audiences, offering senior rates,
family oriented theatre, and provi-
sions for those needing assistance.

Voices of St. Paul’s
Concert Announced

WESTFIELD—St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church in Westfield will
present a concert of operatic arias,
ensembles and art songs this Sun-
day, October 21, at 4 p.m. The hour-
long concert will features six pro-
fessional singers from the St. Paul
Choir performing compositions by
such composers as Tchaikovsky,
Verdi, Mozart and Donizetti. The
eclectic program also features a
Spanish Zarzuela aria, as well as
Victor Herbert’s “I want to be a
Prima Donna.”

The performers for this concert
are Samantha Dango, John-Andrew
Fernandez, Julia Fernandez, Carey
Hackett, David Murray, and Brian
Vanderberge. As well as singing in
the St. Paul’s Choir, they also per-
form individually throughout the
region, the United States, Europe
and Asia. Fabio Bezuti, well-known
Brazilian artist, is the pianist for
this event.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is
located at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield. A $10 donation is sug-
gested. There is no reserved seat-
ing. For more information, call
(908) 232-8506 or email
cbanks@stpaulswestfield.org.

WCP to Present
The Emperor’s

New Clothes
WESTFIELD - Due to the suc-

cess of last year’s children’s show,
Westfield Community Players an-
nounced its second annual
children’s play, The Emperor’s New
Clothes. A rollicking slap-stick
comedy with music, the show will
delight audiences from five to 95.

Two performances will be held
on Saturday, December 1, at 11
a.m. and 2 p.m. at the theater, 1000
North Avenue in Westfield. Tickets
are $10 each and can be reserved by
calling the box office (908) 232-
1221.

The Emperor’s New Clothes is
once again sponsored by Josephine
Ward and Eileen Ward-Conway,
broker of Elegant Homes Realty
featuring the Savannah in down-
town Westfield, the James Ward
Mansion, and Ward and O’Donnell
Property Management Company.

Westfield Community Players’ Farce Hits It
Straight Down the Fairway in Season Opener

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Fox on the Fair-
way, the 2010 Ken Ludwig farce, is
the Westfield Community Players’
(WCP) season opener. The opera-
tive word here is “farce,” a comedic
form of theatre that entertains by
means of unlikely, extravagant, and
improbable situations, disguise and
mistaken identity, word play and
chase scenes. If you buy into the
genre, this is a great night of frothy
fun.

Playwright Ludwig is best known
for Lend Me a Tenor that won two
out of nine Tony nominations in
1989. His more current Fox is billed
as a play where, “sex and water
hazards collide in this madcap ad-
venture about love and golf.” Both

plays use slamming doors and
groaner jokes, but there the similar-
ity stops.

The setting of WCP’s production
is the tap room of the Quail Valley
Country Club that hosts a yearly
golf tournament against the Crouch-
ing Squirrel Country Club. The con-
flict involves arch-rival country club
executives, Bingham (Michael
Burdick) and Dickie (Timothy
McGovern) who make a wager on
the outcome of this annual grudge
match. Quail Valley has been the
perpetual loser for the past five years
and both executives try to recruit a
ringer who will bring them brag-
ging rights. Bingham signs an un-
seen hero and makes a wager not
knowing that his star golfer has just
been wooed to the opponent’s team.

Because of his ignorance, Quail
Valley’s head is suckered into a bet
that will lose him $100,000 as well
as his wife Muriel’s (Beatriz
Esteban-Messina) antique shop.

A farce wouldn’t be complete
without a number of loose strings
that become a tangled mess. After
Bingham loses his secret weapon
golfer, he finds a talented golfer
right under his nose in his newly
hired assistant Justin (Ryan Correll)
who just happens to be engaged to
his one of his club’s ditsy kitchen
help, Louise (Kristina Hernandez).

Dickie is revealed as the adulter-
ous ex-husband of the sexy Pamela
(Vikki Massulli) who has a thing
for rival Bingham. The pompous
Dickie (who affects a British ac-
cent when he feels like it) has not
met an adage he can’t massacre.
Mangled familiar phrases become
sort of his signature mantra that go
along with his hand-knitted golf
sweaters that shout bad taste.

Double entendres and puns fly
Susan Dougherty for The Leader and The Times

IT’S AS EASY AS THIS…Justin
(Ryan Correll) teaches his fiancée
Louise (Kristina Hernandez) a new
swing in Westfield Community Play-
ers’ production of Fox on the Fairway
by Ken Ludwig.

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A VARIETY OF REACTIONS…Vikki Massulli as Pamela, Michael Burdick as
Bingham, Beatriz Esteban-Messina as Muriel and Timothy McGovern as Dickie
all react to the wager-settling golf play in Westfield Community Players’ produc-
tion of Fox on the Fairway directed by John Correll.

faster than the swinging doors of
set designer Bill McMeekan. Plot
twists and verbal gymnastics mingle
with mistaken identities. Fights and
reconciliations and sexual tension
have the audience wondering who
will wind up with whom.

There is no wondering if the au-
dience will be entertained, though,
with John Correll as the director.
An accomplished actor himself, Mr.
Correll knows the importance of
timing in comedy. This play is noth-
ing without fast pacing; his produc-
tion races at break-neck speed.

The director’s son, Ryan Correll
as Justin, must get his acting genes
from both mom (Linda Correll) and
dad who often perform in area the-
atres. The young Correll and his
fiancée Louise (the multi-talented
Kristina Hernandez) play the on

again off again card just right.
The unhappily married Bingham

and his battle-ax wife exchange
killer glances and battle ready
stances. Ms. Esteban-Messina’s
Muriel, dressed in dopey hats and
middle-age clothes (by Doris Dias)
is the antithesis of the bombshell
Ms. Massulli whose sultry body
steals the scene time and again. Her
Pamela is the perfect over-the top
seductress.

The frenzy of the play gets to a
screeching level, unfortunately, by
the end of the second act when the
female voices are at a pitch that
makes their words almost unintelli-
gible. Overall, the audience on Sat-
urday night was probably laughing
too hard to notice.

If farce is your thing, this play is
a hole in one.

Deutscher Club to Host
Service Auction

CLARK — A Service Auction will
be held at Deutscher Club of Clark,
787 Featherbed Lane, Clark, on Fri-
day, October 26, at 6:30 p.m.

Prices include German food, your
choice of four entrees; beer, wine and
soda; hot pretzels, dessert and coffee.

Raffles for door prizes will also be
held. Items and services are $40 - 50
percent off of value.

Tickets are $20 in advance and $25
at the door and can be purchased at
Deutscher Club office. For additional
information, call (732) 574-8600.

Junior Musical Club of
Westfield Begins New Season

MUSIC CLUB…The 2012-2013 Officers of the Junior Musical Club were
recently announced. Pictured, left to right, are: Samantha Tropper, hospitality;
Katherine Purachev, treasurer; Kristin Hauge, vice-president–program; Joanne
Li, president; Belle Lin, secretary and Neeraj Shekhar, vice-president– auditions
and website manager.

WESTFIELD — The Junior Mu-
sical Club, a club consisting of
eighth grade and high school stu-
dents from Westfield and nearby
towns, will begin its 2012-2013
season with a meeting in Westfield
at the home of Neeaj Shekhar on
Sunday, October 21.

The new officers of the executive
board are: Joanne Li, president;
Neeraj Shekhar, vice president of
auditions; Kristin Hauge, vice presi-
dent of programs; Katherine
Purachev, treasurer; Belle Lin, sec-
retary; Cindy Gong, publicity; and
Samantha Tropper, hospitality.

The club holds meetings once
each month on Sunday evening at
the homes of various club mem-
bers. Each meeting consists of dis-
cussions about future ensemble con-
certs or events that the club could
attend, and club members perform
some of their current repertoire for
one another. The club holds two
concerts each year at the First Bap-
tist Church of Westfield, open to
the public and free of charge. The
Ensemble Concert occurs on an
evening in March, and it features

all club members in duets and group
performances. In June, the high
school senior members perform at
the Graduation Recital.

In order to become a member, a
musician must perform at one of
the auditions scheduled three times
a year, in November, February and
June. The next audition for the Jun-
ior Musical Club will be held on
Sunday, November 11, at the home
of a Junior Musical Club member.
It is open to rising eighth through
twelfth graders from Westfield and
the immediate vicinity that play any
instrument or are vocalists.

Those auditioning must perform
two pieces in contrasting styles. To-
tal playing time should be five to
eight minutes in length. Those au-
ditioning are encouraged to per-
form some portion of a piece from
memory. If a musician needs an
accompanist, the auditioner is ex-
pected to provide one.

To obtain an audition form and/
or to request the name of a possible
accompanist, call Neeraj Shekhar
at (908) 917-1164 or email
juniormusicalclub@gmail.com.

Silversun Pickups: Gold
Standard For Indie Bands

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Back in 2007, during a few weeks
of insomnia, I’d kill time by watch-
ing TV at 3 in the morning, often
tuning into the VH1 music video chan-
nel, which still periodically played
videos in between its roster of lousy
reality shows.

On one of those sleepless nights, a
video got my attention simply be-
cause the music was so good and the
guitar-driven song was so catchy, and
the singer’s voice was able to go from
soft and gentle to loud screams in a
beat. It was a simple production, set
in a bar with the band playing before
a small crowd, with a boy-meets-girl
storyline playing out in the back-
ground.

I heard the song a number of times
on VH1, never heard it on the radio
but the song, “Lazy Eye,” and the
band, Silversun Pickups, stuck with
me. So when I bought my first iPod a
year later, I made sure to include the
song on my playlist. And then I looked
further and found a bunch more songs
to love by this Los Angeles-based
band that no one had heard of a few
years ago. Soon, Silversun Pickups
had more songs on my iPod than any
other artist.

And on Sunday night, more than
five years after my late-night intro-
duction to them, I finally caught a
Silversun Pickups show, at Terminal
5 in the Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood
of Manhattan. Their nearly 90-minute
set, probably the best small-venue
show I’ve seen, focused heavily on
the band’s new album, “Neck of the
Woods,” with nine songs of the 15-
song set coming from the new re-
lease.

Silversun, compared by some to
Smashing Pumpkins, is simple: Gui-
tarist and singer Brian Aubert, he of
the raspy voice that can both sooth
and scream, is backed by Nikki

Monninger on bass, although she is
extremely pregnant with twins these
days and in her place on Sunday was
the ever-able and exuberant Sarah
Negahdari. Rounding out this tal-
ented quartet were Chris Guanlao
playing furious and machine-gun
drums and Joe Lester on the key-
boards.

The show, before a packed house
opened with “Skin Graph” from the
new album and the band romped
through five more new songs during
the first half of the set, punctuated by
“The Royal We” from 2009’s
“Swoon,” which featured several hits
that brought the band some well-
deserved recognition, and “Little
Lover’s So Polite” from their debut
album, “Carnavas.”

My favorite Silversun song, “Panic
Switch,” with its fast and furious gui-
tar work, showed up late in the set,
followed two songs later by the tune
that first caught my attention five
years ago, “Lazy Eye.”

Unlike some attitude-filled alter-
native rock bands, Silversun Pick-
ups’ stage presence extends beyond
just standing there, seemingly play-
ing only for themselves and oblivi-
ous to the several thousand fans.
Aubert was chatty as he bantered
with the audience, even stopping to
shake hands at the end of the main set
and again at the end of the three-song
encore, after which he skipped hap-
pily off the stage to wrap up a fantas-
tic show.

I would have loved the show even
more had they played “Rusted Wheel”
and “Substitution,” the latter song
having one of the more off-the-wall
videos in recent years—a game of
musical chairs among pouty models
in a Moose lodge. But those small
omissions failed to put a damper on a
great show by a great rock and roll
band that more people should be fa-
miliarizing themselves with.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOLD STANDARD...Silversun Pickups perform at Terminal 5 in the Hell’s
Kitchen neighborhood of Manhattan on Sunday night. Their nearly 90-minute
set focused heavily on the band’s new album, “Neck of the Woods.”

Underground Railroad
Lecture Announced

ELIZABETH – The Union
County Civil War Sesquicentennial
Committee invites the public to hear
a special lecture by Dr. Linda
Caldwell Epps about the Under-
ground Railroad and view new dis-
plays in the Civil War Exhibition at
the Union County Courthouse in
Elizabeth on Thursday, October 11,
beginning at 2 p.m.

Born and raised in Elizabeth, Dr.
Epps is a past-president of the New
Jersey Historical Society. She
earned degrees from Rutgers Uni-
versity and Seton Hall University,
and her doctorate from Drew Uni-
versity.

The lecture will be held in the
courtroom of Hon. Karen M.
Cassidy, Assignment Judge of the
Superior Court, Union County
Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey.


