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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Al Mirabella, chair
amirabella@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Garwood Campaign Is About What All
Residents Want From Their Gov’t

GOP Incumbents Made Little Effort
To Bring New Ideas to Fanwood

Do We Really Want to Go Back to
Subsidizing Sewer Flow in SP?

I find it hard to believe that Coun-
cilman Glover thinks putting the
sewer utility bill back into your mu-
nicipal taxes will save us money. With
our present system, residents only
pay for what they use which is why it
is a “user fee” not a tax.

Previously, all our residents paid
for sewer costs based on the value of
their home and not what they put into
the system. Property taxpayers paid
for the sewer flow from tax-exempt
properties such as our public schools
of which 25 percent included
Fanwood students. We paid for the
private schools including many nurs-
ery schools. We also paid for county
buildings including the Department
of Engineering and Public Works
complex on South Avenue, the Union
County Police Academy and the
Hillcrest Academy’s North School,
which includes students from all of
Union County. We paid for Union
County Vo-Tech in which only 10

percent of the students are from
Scotch Plains.

We were subsidizing any flow origi-
nating from all our restaurants, vari-
ous businesses, religious organiza-
tions, the Y.M.C.A., hospice facili-
ties and nursing homes. This list goes
on and on.

Several municipalities in the
Rahway Valley Sewer Authority, of
which we are a member, have changed
to a user-fee system. We have low-
ered our rates twice in order to cut
down on any surplus.

Do you really want to go back to
the old unfair and more costly system
that Councilman Glover is espousing
which he voted to keep? In these
difficult times, it would certainly hurt
our residents, in particular, our se-
niors who have only one or two resi-
dents in their homes.

Joan Papen
Scotch Plains

Dear Fanwoodians, We read with
great interest the letter submitted by
our council colleague, Anthony
Parenti, about being excited for our
residents “who love Fanwood, as we
do” to have the opportunity in the
upcoming election be have candi-
dates, “with proven résumés, that are
ready to use their experience and
wisdom to sustain the borough.”

Our candidate choices are Dan
Levine and Jack Molenaar who will
not only “pledge to keep the borough
tax portion, the only part they can
control, of our budget as low as pos-
sible while still maintaining services
we have come to enjoy and expect,”
but they will continue to actively
pursue alternative funding sources,
implement strategies to reduce spend-
ing and be actively engaged in all
aspects of our local government.

Bipartisanship works best when
each party or elected representative
brings forward additional or alterna-
tive recommendations or strategies
to solve the challenges presented to

us as elected leaders. There was no
need for the incumbents to put poli-
tics aside to work with our current
mayor on issues that were important
to Fanwood residents. The truth is
they made little effort to research
alternatives, bring forward new ideas
or in any way advance opportunities
to improve our community.

We hardily agree with Councilman
Parenti that loving Fanwood means
more “then a meaningless slogan or
being an onlooker from the sidelines.”
We do need to put “Fanwood govern-
ment in the best hands possible to
improve it for you and the next gen-
erations.” Therefore, it’s important
that we have two, hard-working and
dedicated leaders like Dan Levine
and Jack Molenaar, who are not look-
ing at their legacy, but, rather are
dedicated to work for the benefit of
all Fanwoodians.

Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell (D)
Council President Russ Huegel (D)

Fanwood

It’s about understanding what all
Garwood residents want from their
government to help make their lives
better.

When I do I would like to respond
to the Garwood Borough Council
Democratic candidates’ letter in the
October 11 issue of this paper.

My opponents say I have no politi-
cal experience. That’s true. I’m just
like any other Garwood resident who
thinks about the things that touch all
our daily lives: did the trash get picked
up this morning? Is that annoying
pothole on South Avenue fixed yet?
The great Democratic politician Tip
O’Neal was right when he said all
politics is local. And I believe any
citizen so inclined should step up and
get involved in local politics.

This campaign is not about me. It’s
about you. It’s about understanding
what all Garwood residents want from
their government to help make their
lives better. So I’ve been trying to
meet with as many of you as I can to

find out what you want, not just shake
your hand and give you my picture
and a pen. It does not matter what the
candidates want. It’s “We the People,”
right? Not “We the candidates.”

But I have a problem. You may not
have the time or opportunity to talk
when I do. So I want to ask you a
favor – please call me. Here’s my cell
number: (908) 967-3498. I own a
local business so my time is flexible
and I’ll always make the time to listen
to what you have to say. I hope you
can call, but if you can’t then e-mail
me at mike@promorental.com.

I will not criticize my opponents.
That’s a big waste of time. A good use
of our time will be to talk to each
other over the next few weeks and
figure out who can best apply com-
mon sense and lead us to find solu-
tions to our problems.

God bless you. God bless America.
Mike Martin

Garwood GOP Council Candidate

It’s Time to Put a Stop to Malfeasance
At All Union County Authorities

Union County government’s leaky
boat is showing more signs of stress.
After this year’s massive and disas-
trous failure of the county govern-
ment budget, there now arises an-
other financial dark cloud in that
major cash flow problems are ap-
pearing at their shadow entity, the
Union County Improvement Author-
ity (UCIA). The imminent Galloping
Hill banquet/clubhouse that the UCIA
has oversight on, went $10 million
over the original budget skewing fi-
nances due to the upstream sweet-
heart rental deals to Taylor-made and
LPGA; their solar-panel program is
failing since the energy rebates re-
ceived are 15 percent of what they
based their returns on and they fore-
cast rebates will only return to 50
percent levels; around $100 million
in short-term notes are at the end of
their allotted lifetime so they need to
be formally bonded, which increases
debt service.

The hard-pressed state government
may consolidate the UCIA’s Plainfield
Park Madison building, which would
dry up rents. The UCIA’s finances are
bleeding red and it appears it is the
next county entity to financially blow
up. The UCIA needs cash flow to
keep it on life support.

In freeholders’ executive sessions
exposed by the Union County Watch-
dog Association, the county is in dis-
cussions to transfer operations of the
Galloping Hill Golf course to the
UCIA along with all revenues. This
year, golf fee revenue was reported to
be minimum $3.5 million. The UCIA,
which was always the construction
end of the county operations, is now
assuming entertainment and sports
activity functions from the county;
possibly since their construction pur-
pose has hit a ceiling of debt. Golf
operations also include the ancillary
banquet facilities that are in the club-

house.
From revenue at Galloping Hill,

we fear the UCIA will assume the
$25-million new skating rink opera-
tions being built by the UCIA; or
Runnells Specialized Hospital, if not
to be closed, can be restructured and
transferred to the UCIA. Definitely,
the county contracts with
KemperSports for golf operations will
have to be cancelled at a cost, and
absorbed into the UCIA.

The two shadow entities, UCIA
and the UCUA (Union County Utili-
ties Authority), control a lot of public
money. These entities are not gov-
erned by elected officials but ap-
pointed ones – therefore not account-
able to the public. Monies can be
commingled and untraceable. Rev-
enue will be removed from the county
budget impacting the taxpayers. This
move is not for the interests of the
public, but for the UCIA’s survival.

Wrong transference of county tax
money is already happening as the
county is using close to $3 million of
our Open Space Trust fund to pay
county employees.

One paramount issue, the director
of the UCIA grabbing our tax money
is also the head of the county free-
holders’ political party (county
Democrats) in charge of fundraising
for their political campaigns. Do you
think the county freeholders will
stand up for the taxpayers or pay
obeisance to their political boss –
the UCIA director in control of their
campaigns?

It is time to put a stop to this mal-
feasance. Residents should write let-
ters to Governor Christie, the New
Jersey Department of Community
Affairs, Asm. Bramnick, state Attor-
ney General Chiesa and state Comp-
troller Matthew Boxer.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Two Pay Checks
Instead of One

What do Senator Loretta Weinberg,
Cabinet secretary Lou Goetting, and
Assistant Insurance Commissioner
Joseph Brennan all have in common?

They (and scores of others) are all
retired public sector employees who
have gone back to work for the state
and are collecting state wages while
also collecting taxpayer-funded state
pensions.

This practice, known by some as
“double-dipping,” is egregious and
must come to an end. With 9.8 per-
cent of NJ residents suffering from
unemployment, a 35-year high, these
well-connected state officials collect
two paychecks instead of one.

Today, the system allows govern-
ment employees to “retire,” start col-
lecting a pension and then return to
work for the state, often the next day
or week. Many start work at their new
state jobs one-day after retiring from
their previous state positions.

New Jersey has done zilch to end
double dipping by public employees.

I propose a new law be passed
straightaway that would end the prac-
tice of retired government employ-
ees working a state job after retire-
ment. It would encompass retirees
from all six of the state’s defined
benefit retirement pension plans –
Public Employees, Police and Fire,
Teachers, State Police, Judges, and
College Professors.

Common sense and fairness dic-
tates that when retired state workers
go back to work at a state, county or
municipal job, they should not re-
ceive retirement benefits while work-
ing.

With the state teetering on bank-
ruptcy and with legions of people out
of work in NJ, those collecting a state
pension should step aside and give
others the chance at gainful employ-
ment with the state.

When government employees re-
ceive a state pension and wages at the
same time, it also affects taxpayers.
In the end, we pay the freight for
double dippers both coming and go-
ing.

DJ Kurz
Lambertville, NJ

About the Presidential Election
If experience means anything and heavy registra-

tion is indicative, there is no reason this presidential
election year to urge people to vote... But there is
reason to hope that each voter will do so with the
sincere conviction that he pulls the lever for the
candidates who, he is convinced will do the best job
for the country, state, county and town.

On the national level, we have been swamped
throughout the campaign with references to our
foreign policy, which does loom as the most impor-
tant issue, because if a serious mistake is made here,
we need worry no more about our domestic policies.
In this field it seems to us there can be no doubt but
that the ... ticket offers the best qualified and most
experienced men ...

This is not to say that there have not been flare-ups
in all parts of the world, that everyone is happy and
content or that even a ... war is something we like. It
is extremely doubtful our prestige has lessened to the
extent (some) would have us believe and their state-
ment that they can do better is a happy thought, but
one not likely to entice voters who may not wish to
take that chance on so important an issue.

... there has been practically no discussion in depth
or indeed, in specifics, of how they would solve our
domestic problems. The intelligent voter will not be
satisfied with generalities that business will be bet-
ter, that the rights of all individuals will be broad-
ened through extension of civil rights, that the aged
and infirm, and almost everyone else will have a
richer and fuller life or that there will be labor-
management peace.

The voter who wants to cast his vote with absolute

conviction will want to know exactly how it is
proposed to make good these promises and whether
the cost in other directions will be worth it. Neither
party, has come forth with the desired specifics to
date, even when occasionally pressed publicly to do
so, for it has become astoundingly clear that politi-
cians have an amazing way of replying to a question
without answering it.

Unless specifics are given in the closing days of
the campaign, the voter must choose from history
and here he will find that the Democratic party has
furthered what is commonly known as the welfare
state and the Republican party has been the propo-
nent of individualism.

From these generalities, one can for himself be-
come specific about what will happen in any of the
domestic areas, depending upon which party is
successful at the election, bearing in mind all the
time, that the Republicans too, have drifted towards
the liberal side as the years passed. Even so, between
the two, the GOP offers the least of the welfare state
and this we are convinced is by far, best for the
country and for all individuals.

It should be borne in mind that unless the country
is kept economically sound ..., it will not be finan-
cially able to do what must be done to keep it safe...

It is to be earnestly hoped that in this crucial point
in the history of the country, voters will put aside
personal prejudices and thoughts of personal benefit
and vote for the good of the country as a whole as
conviction dictates.

The Westfield Leader, October 27, 1960 (The first
year of televised debates).

County Tax Levy 62 Years Later
Which cuts deeper into the local property tax

dollar — county or municipal government? As county
expenditures soar, increasing shares of the local tax
dollar are being taken for support of county govern-
ment; And it probably will come as a surprise to
many people to learn that in nearly 250 New Jersey
municipalities, the local tax collector collects more
tax for the county government than for his own
municipality.

Under New Jersey law, county government reaches
into the local property tax pocket for its principal
financial support. Each year, after the county esti-
mates its costs the municipalities within its borders
are billed their share of the total. This is prorated on
the basis of the equalized (evaluated) share of prop-
erty within each municipality.

The municipal tax collector then collects the county
tax, along with school and municipal taxes in one
billing. Frequently in the process, the taxpayer loses
sight of the relative burden of county taxes. Filling in
this oversight, a recent compilation by the New
Jersey Taxpayers Association shows that the levy for
county purposes this year (1960) will exceed the

levy for municipal government in 242 of 567 mu-
nicipalities in New Jersey, or 43 per cent of the total
number. In 1954 only 35 per cent of all municipali-
ties paid out more of their levy for county govern-
ment than for their own.

A breakdown of the statewide figures showed that
of the 21 municipal governments in Union County,
the county levy exceeds the municipal levy in two
municipalities. The Westfield Leader, October 27,
1960

Sixty-two years later (2012), few still realize that
if a property owner defaults on taxes owed to the
town, the town still must pay the county and the
school system. Any shortfall in tax collections re-
sulting from default is borne by the town. Today in
Westfield, 60-65 percent of property tax goes to
schools, over 20 percent to the county. The town is
left with the remainder, the smallest portion. In
aggregate amount, Westfield of 30,000 population
pays about the highest amount to the county ($31
million), more than $1,000 per person per year;
whereas Elizabeth with a population of 120,000
pays about $260 per person per year.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ogdoastich – A poem of eight lines
2. Braize – Charcoal powder or coal

dust
3. Mesorhine – Having a nose of me-

dium width
4. Azymic – Pertaining to unleavened

bread

GARROTE
1. To stumble or stagger
2. To strangle
3. To puncture; pierce
4. To strap with a saddle

RIPARIOUS
1. Haughty; boastful
2. Marine or sea-dwelling
3. Growing or living along the banks

of a stream
4. Gritty; sandy

CYMOPHANOUS
1. Having a wavy, floating light
2. Excessively sweaty
3. Twining about; twisting
4. Round or oval in form

RHAPONTIC
1. Strong; racy
2. Whirling; spinning
3. Rhubarb
4. An eyepatch

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

THE 3 DEBATE
OPPONENTS? SIDE
1, SIDE 2 AND THE

MODERATOR

See more letters on page 5


