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Though I worked for a mega
telecommunications company for
most of my adult life, and admit-
tedly they were very good to me,
the challenges of owning and
operating my own business are
what I believe to have best pre-
pared me to fill a seat on the
Garwood Borough Council. Cre-
ating a successful business that
can succeed in the cur-
rent economy has cer-
tainly not been easy, but
it has been a learning ex-
perience. Along with in-
cumbent Garwood Coun-
cilman Timothy Hak, who
operated a family-owned
business for a number of years,
Horan Lumber in Cranford, we
both know firsthand how com-
mitted small business owners are
to the towns that support them
financially.

The Borough of Garwood is cur-
rently experiencing a renaissance
of sorts; several brand new busi-
nesses have opened this year
occupying spaces that have been
vacant for ages on North Av-
enue. A high-end “gently-used”
clothing store, a self-service dog
grooming shop, and new ethnic-
themed eateries are among the
additions to the borough land-

scape. South Avenue has seen
some changes as well with an-
other expansion of a local family-
owned auto facility, franchised
vitamin store, new workout busi-
ness and permanent makeup sa-
lon. We applaud these entrepre-
neurs for their courage and look
forward to their successes, how-
ever, we do recognize that they

do need the ongoing sup-
port of the local municipal
government and are the
hallmarks and foundation
of a successful downtown
business area.

The current GOP admin-
istration has made it very

clear that new redevelopment
will be encouraged as evidenced
by moving forward with zoning
code changes recommended in
the Master Plan and supporting
the reestablishment of a Cham-
ber of Commerce, with the bor-
ough joining as a member. Also,
the mayor recently resurrected a
“Business and Industry” liaison
appointment to the borough
council who as a local business
owner will be keeping the council
abreast of new business activi-
ties. The B and I liaison will also
be working with a new and evolv-
ing bipartisan redevelopment de-
velopment group led by a former
council member that is currently
working on projects associated
with continuing steps toward
Transit Village designation of the
borough.

We believe that as business
owners we can be assets and
valued contributors to the rede-
velopment of Garwood’s North
and South Avenue corridors be-
cause we understand the ongo-
ing problems and needs of small
businesses. We hope that the
residents of Garwood will see fit
to put their faith in us on Election
Day.

Timothy Hak, Mike Martin
Garwood GOP Candidates

 GARWOOD – The candidates
for Garwood Borough Council will
appear at the Pointe, the condo-
minium complex between Maple
and Chestnut Streets and
Garwood residents are invited to
attend the sessions.

The Garwood DEM will be there
this Thursday (tonight), and the
Garwood GOP will be there next
Thursday. Each event will begin
at 7:30 p.m. in the clubhouse at
The Pointe. Parking is available
in the large lot behind the com-
mercial buildings on North Av-
enue between Maple and Chest-
nut Streets. A stairway leads from
the lot to the clubhouse.

Garwood DEM Candidates Offer
New Ideas, Tackle Tough Issues

After reading the Republican
candidates’ September 20 letter
asking Garwood residents to sup-
port them as they run for Bor-
ough Council, we were left with
one question. Why?

The candidates are clearly run-
ning on the coat tails of the
mayor’s undertakings, not their
own. Let the record reflect that
we Democratic candi-
dates also support any
reasonable requests to
provide the borough ad-
equate and proper emer-
gency management
equipment for times of
need. It seems to us to
be an awfully weak ar-
gument to lead off a campaign
urging voters to support their
party because they believe in
providing such items. We hope
that all informed voters would
support such prudent and neces-
sary purchases. Providing emer-
gency services is not a Republi-
can proprietary initiative; it is
something on which we should
all agree.

Residents may also recall, as
quoted in the Clark-Garwood
Patch, that the Republican lead-
ership did not know during Hur-
ricane Irene that there was a
reverse 911-system in place that
could have been engaged. We
hereby state that we Democratic
candidates fully support taking
proper measures to ensure that
the borough is adequately
equipped to assist its residents
during times of emergency. We,
however, would prefer to do so
before an actual emergency oc-
curs.

What we find most interesting,
however, is the candidates’ fail-
ure to advise that the Republican
Party was in control of the 2011
council finance committee when

it decided not to purchase the
very emergency management
equipment that the Democratic
Party is now recommending for
2012 purchase, and the Republi-
can candidates are boasting of
supporting. Their 2011 decision
was made in pursuit of the over-
riding Republican mantra of ‘Don’t
raise taxes!’ We guess that being

prepared for an emer-
gency is only an impor-
tant issue during cam-
paign season. We would
like to ask, however, if
emergency manage-
ment is so important –
and it is – why hasn’t the
new “duly qualified

emergency management direc-
tor” – who just received a sub-
stantial pay increase – sought
out and found grant dollars for
these purchases to relieve bor-
ough residents of some of the
cost?

As this letter was being pre-
pared, we took note of a second
letter from our Republican oppo-
nents. Or at least we think it is
from them, because everything
they state seems to come from
the mayor. We ask what initia-
tives are they, not the mayor,
bringing to the council? For the
incumbent, we ask what initia-
tives has he brought forward to
date? For the newcomer, we ask
what Garwood experience does
he have that will benefit Garwood
residents if he is elected? We
have been volunteering for/in
Garwood, advancing new ideas,
and taking positions on tough
issues that matter for Garwood
for years. We believe that
Garwood residents know and ap-
preciate that. We look forward to
your support in November.

Bill Nierstedt and Ann Palmer
Dem Cand. for Garwood Council

Letters to the Editor

At the last freeholder meeting,
Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
opined that the Union County
Freeholders care immensely for
their patients at Runnells Hospi-
tal but need to privatize it be-
cause the state has cut back on
its Medicare and Medicaid fund-
ing. Nice. Kick the can conve-
niently up the road and blame it
on the Republicans when the
county Democrats can’t or won’t
get their fiscal house in order.

Maybe the county doesn’t have
the money to spend at Runnells
(a notorious patronage pit of
bloated salaries) because the
county freeholders, including Ms.
Kowalski, voted to spend up-
wards of $30 million on a new
country club at Galloping Hill Golf
Course. Ya think? Or was it the
full lifetime health benefits that
they voted for 450 non-Union
County employees and their fami-
lies without any idea of what that
would cost the taxpayers – that
robbed the patients at Runnells
of their funding?

Another case of the freeholders
and their families getting theirs
and the taxpayers be damned.
Nice, Ms. Kowalski. I’m not buy-
ing what you’re selling. Sad thing
is – you believe what you’re say-
ing.

Jim Buettner
Cranford
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