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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Marianna Dzunova, a senior captain and 4-year varsity member of the girls’
tennis team, is currently 6-1 this season and placed seventh in the Union County Tournament. Tommy Paparatto, a senior
on the varsity soccer team, scored both goals in a 2-1 victory over Elizabeth last week and scored the game-winning goal
in overtime against ALJ this past weekend to advance in the Union County Tournament.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior quarterback Reggie
Green gambled and won when
he ran in a two-point conversion
late in the fourth quarter to give
the Cranford High School foot-
ball team a 15-14 victory over
previously unbeaten Delaware
Valley in Alexandria Township on
October 5.

“I thought about it on the way
down on the drive. Actually, I
decided not to do it. I sent the
extra-point team out there. For-
tunately, their coach called
timeout. He did it to set up a
block. It gave us an opportunity
to reconsider. We had good mo-
mentum on that drive. We had
an opportunity to end it there,”
Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier explained.

With the 4-1 Cougars trailing,
14-7, Green engineered a 15-
play, 76-yard scoring drive that
took nearly six minutes when he
hooked right for a five-yard
touchdown with 26 seconds re-
maining in the game. Green then
sprinted right again for the two-
point conversion.

“It was a run/throw option. He
took the easier road. The reason
that play is successful is because
we have other weapons. He’s
going to have the ball in his
hands, but you can’t ignore [run-
ning back Jimmy] Dwyer and
[Nick] Diaz. We were in a double
tight set, and Dwyer and Diaz are
going to run it in with Dwyer
behind Diaz. They [Delaware
Valley] didn’t ignore it then we
booted out with him [Green] out
on the edge. Bobby Bruns did a
good job sealing the edge. We
had two guys in the pattern, and
Reggie was able to get in the end
zone,” Coach Rosenmeier said.

Green, who rushed 172 yards
on 28 carries, also scored on a
36-yard run through the middle

of the Terriers’ line just before
halftime to give the Cougars a 7-
0 lead after Troy Ketler kicked
the point after.

Green also completed 11 of 16
pass attempts for 87 yards, and
his favorite target was junior John
Oblachinski, who had six recep-
tions for 61 yards. Senior Bobby
Bruns had an eight-yard recep-
tion, Evan Zoughy had three re-
ceptions for 13 yards and Matt
DiMartino had a five-yard recep-
tion.

“People are going to crowd the
box, and if people are going to
crowd the box, we are going to
throw it. Reggie is known for his
legs, but he’s got a strong arm.
There are certain routes and pat-
terns that we feel very comfort-
able with, and there are guys
who catch the ball. Johnny
Oblachinski had a very good
game. Two long yardage comple-
tions for first downs were big
plays in both scoring drives,”
Coach Rosenemeier said.

REGGIE GREEN SCORES 2 TDs, 2-POINT CONVERSION; DaSILVA 8 TACKLES, DIAZ 5 SACKS

Cougars’ Gamble Pays Off in 15-14, Win Over Del. Val.
Dwyer carried 12 times for 38

yards, and sophomore Donovan
Walker carried twice for 11 yards
to give the Cougars 235 total
yards rushing.

The 4-1 Terriers were limited
to 141 yards rushing on 28 car-
ries, with running back Sean
Hogan carrying 10 times for 84
yards, including a six-yard touch-
down midway through the fourth
quarter, which gave Delaware
Valley its 14-7 lead. Quarterback
Andrew Cooper made the score

7-7 with a nine-yard touchdown
run early in the third quarter.

“We had shut them out in the
first half, but they scored twice in
the second half. They found a
little cavity with their offense,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

The Terriers passed only seven
times and completed two for 39
total yards, but defensive backs
Green and Oblachinski each had
an interception.

“The one was on the last play of
the game, and the other one was
the last play of the half, so they
were more desperation throws.
They can hurt you in their pass-
ing game. Fortunately, they didn’t
hurt us too badly,” Coach
Rosenmeier explained.

Defensive back Joe DaSilva led
the Cougars with eight tackles,
followed by linebacker Nick Diaz,
who had seven, which included
five sacks totaling 27 yards.
Green, Bobby Bruns, Kevin Trot-
ter and Ryan Farrell each recorded
five tackles. Senior Joe Vicci (7-
yard sack) and Oblachinski each
recorded four tackles. Senior de-
fensive lineman Matt Russo re-
corded a six-yard sack and senior
defensive lineman Jeff Weiss also
recorded a sack.
Cranford 0 7 0 8 15
Delaware Valley 0 0 7 7 14
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