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l'ennemi du journaliste

WAHTUSE NETS 2, ZUKOFSKY HITS WINNER; TROTTER, ‘FITZ’, AQUILES, HELMSTETTER SCORE

Soccer Raiders Dodge Bullet, Nip Cougar Boys in OT, 5-4
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Rob Zukofsky found the
net just before the end of the first
overtime to give the No. 1-ranked
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team a 5-4
victory over a gutsy Cranford
Cougar team at Memorial Field in
Cranford on October 4.

“I kept my head. I knew what I
had to do, and I found the back of
the net,” Zukofsky said.

During the first half, deciding
which team that was really ranked
No. 1 would have been a bit
difficult to a spectator, who did
not have any previous informa-
tion about either team. The Cou-
gars were successful at disrupt-
ing the 10-0-1 Raiders’ short
passing game and took a 1-0
lead when Tommy Trotter con-
verted just after a corner kick
with 30:30 on the clock.

Ten minutes later, however,
Raider co-captain Andrew
Leischner closed in on a rebound
off a defender and slid the ball
into the net, but in a span of two
minutes, Matt Aquiles, on an as-
sist from co-captain Tommy
Paparatto, put the Cougars back
on top.

Less than four minutes later,
Paparatto got into the action once
again when he set up co-captain
Tommy Fitzgerald to give the
Cougars a 3-1 lead.

“Paparatto recognized me. He

just played it over. I had the
goalie one-on-one, and I just
chipped it,” Fitzgerald described.

Sophomore Jassiem Wahtuse
got the Raiders back into the
game when he penetrated the
box, took a point-blank shot that

bounced off Cougar goalie Zach
Hoffman’s chest then ripped the
rebound into the net with 6:18
left in the half.

“The first one, we were knock-
ing them really good. I took my
opportunity. I was a little upset

that it didn’t go in one time. I had
to get the rebound. I got the
rebound,” Wahtuse explained.

Three minutes later, the Raid-
ers breathed a sigh of relief when
Leischner brought the ball down
the left side and scooted a pass
over to Wahtuse, who tapped it
in for the tie.

“Leischner did an excellent job.

It was probably one of the best
plays I’ve ever played with. He
took it from midfield and went all
the way to the side and passed it
in. I just tapped it in,” Wahtuse
said.

Despite a sigh of relief, the 3-3
halftime score was an eye opener
for the Raiders.

“It was definitely a wakeup call.
That was unacceptable. The score
at halftime,” Zukofsky said.

The Raiders did wake up. Eight
minutes into the second half, co-
captain Morgan Ellman won a
scramble in the box and lifted the
ball into the upper center to give
the Raiders a 4-3 lead with 21:52
remaining in regulation. But the
Cougars woke up also! Within 17
seconds, senior Mike Helmstetter
scampered toward the Raiders’
goal area and finished to knot
the score.

“That’s what we have been pro-
moting, the high pressure and
leaving every once of gas that we
have out on the field. Mike is one
of our guys, who hustles the
hardest. He got us that goal. We
bounced right back,” Cougar
Head Coach Greg Campbell said.

A sudden torrential downpour
ensued, but both teams played
on. During those last 20 minutes
Cougar goalie Hoffman made four
spectacular saves.

“He is a rock back there for us.
At only a sophomore, he shows a
lot of composure. He’s a really
good leader for us. I am happy
he’s on our team,” Coach
Campbell said.

A few minutes before the end of
regulation, Aquiles took a quick
shot at an open net but missed to
the right.

No team really ruled the over-
time period until Zukofsky found
his opening and scored.

There was no doubt that the
Cougars were playing inspired.

“They were! First time, we shut
them out. We kind of got caught
up in their game,” Wahtuse said.

“They are the number one team
in the state, so we are proud with
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GETTING A KNEE ON THE BALL…Raider Justin Rodriquez, No. 5, gets his knee on the ball as Cougar Jake Waleski
closes in. The No. 1-ranked Raiders battled into overtime at Memorial Field in Cranford. The Raiders won, 5-4.


