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PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

JON BRAMNICK
AT T O R N E Y  AT  L A W

0901136

Remodeling your home can 
increase its value. Protect it 
by taking a new look at your 
homeowners insurance.  
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Renovate your 
homeowners 
policy.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

Great insurance. Low rates.Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net
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8000 Fellowship Road • Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

Scotch Plains Democrats’ Cand. Release

SP Dems Hold Ital. Dinner
For Glover And Gialanella

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Sunday, sup-
porters of the Scotch Plains Democratic
candidates gathered at the home of Col-
leen and Anthony Gialanella for a
traditionale Italian Sunday dinner.

“What a tremendous outpouring of
support! I’d love to think it was a sign of
only how good the food is,” Mayoral
candidate Kevin Glover said. “However,
I know it’s something even more. This
election is a defining moment for our
township. Are we going to embrace the
failed policies of the past 12
years that led to higher taxes
and cuts in services, or are we
going to move forwarde work-
ing together for a better Scotch
Plains?”

Several Democrats from
across Union County came out
to support Mr. Glover and Ms.
Gialanella. Among them, As-
semblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22, Scotch Plains), Union County
Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella,
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and Lin-
den Councilman Derek Armstead.

Guests dined on homemade dishes,
which included eggplant, sausage, salami,
lasagna and meatballs.

“I would like to thank all of our friends,
family and supporters who have joined
us for Sunday dinner,” said Ms.
Gialanella, a candidate for Scotch Plains

Township Council. “For us, Sunday din-
ner has always been a time for the entire
family to gather at the table. We laugh
and tell stories and eat way too much. My
family has asked you here today to give
you some idea of what our family is about
and the things that are important to us.

“Scotch Plains was made rich by the
culture and talent brought to it by fami-
lies just like ours. Kevin and I believe that
it is time to return Scotch Plains to a
community that supports hard-working

families with better services
and more reasonable prop-
erty tax bills. Our oppo-
nents will tell you that this
can’t be done while towns
all around us are doing just
that. Each of you came here
today because you also be-
lieve that change is pos-
sible and that Kevin and I
can do better. Today, you’re

a part of our family. Now, mangiamo!”
“Everyone left well fed and ready to

work from now until Election Day, where
we will have a new mayor in Kevin
Glover and a new councilwoman in Col-
leen Gialanella,” declared Scotch Plains
Democratic Chairman Lou Beckerman.

For more information on the Scotch
Plains Democrats, visit
www.scotchplainsdems.com or follow
them on Facebook.

Scotch Plains’ Republican Cand. Release

Putting Sewer Fees Back In Budget
Would Result In Huge Tax Hike

In a press release last week, Democrats
Kevin Glover and Colleen Gialanella,
candidates for mayor and council, re-
spectively, went on record demanding
that the cost for sewer usage be placed
back in the general budget “where it
belongs” without informing residents
what the implications would be
for their property taxes.

Our residents are pretty smart
and they are not going to be
fooled by this kind of cam-
paign season nonsense. The
phone has been ringing off the
hook with calls from incensed
taxpayers. The simple fact is
that eliminating the Scotch
Plains sewer utility would re-
sult in an immediate $2.9-million prop-
erty tax increase for our residents and
businesses. With state imposed property
tax caps to consider, not only would the
Glover-Gialanella plan spike our taxes, it
would also necessitate across-the-board
cuts to essential personnel and services in
our police, fire, and public works depart-
ments. The current sewer budget for
Scotch Plains is $2,900,359. This amount
pays for sewage treatment costs, as well
as the salaries of those who handle the
administrative duties of the authority and
the physical maintenance of the sewer

system. The Glover-Gialanella plan
would immediately transfer these costs
back to taxpayers instead of all the users
of the sewer system.

What the Glover-Gialanella team pro-
poses is not only a property tax nightmare,
it is inherently unfair. Under their plan,

sewer fees would no longer be
based on water usage and tax-
payers would be forced to pay
for the sewer usage of prop-
erty tax-exempt properties
across Scotch Plains. The cur-
rent Scotch Plains sewer util-
ity was established in 2010 by
the Scotch Plains’ Township
Council. Prior to its establish-
ment, the cost of sewer usage

contributed $358 a year to the average
property taxpayer’s bill. Since creation of
the sewer utility, the average property
owner pays approximately $250 per year
for sewer use. What the Democrats advo-
cate is just another example – like taking
taxpayer-paid health benefits – of the
Glover-Gialanella team’s on-going effort
to cost taxpayers more than they should
have to pay.

Mayor Mary DePaola
Councilman Ed Saridaki

Scotch Plains’ GOP Candidates

GW Mayor Says Dems Resorted to
Half-Truths, Fabricated Assumptions
In a letter appearing in last week’s

Westfield Leader, the Garwood Demo-
cratic Party candidates, Ann Palmer and
Bill Nierstedt, showed that they are play-
ing loosely with the facts surrounding
certain borough council decisions and
subsequent actions. They claim that in-
ner turmoil of the Republican Party has
created the following and actually let
their fellow Democrats off the hook for,
in some cases, leading the charge. As the
mayor and vice-chairwoman of the GOP,
I am compelled to set the record straight
as follows:

* Supported a recall of one of their
fellow Republicans: A difficult non-par-
tisan decision was made to relieve an
individual of some duties in an effort to
ensure that the borough functions in a
manner that delivers to the residents the
services that they are paying
for. Further, the aborted recall
effort was started by a bi-parti-
san committee led by two
Democrats.

* Committee Appointments
– When making 2012 council
committee appointments, the
persons best suited were as-
signed based on their qualifica-
tions and the qualities that they brought
to the table and not party affiliation.
Some individual assignment requests
were honored, as they just made sense.
Others were adjusted later as necessary.

* Employee morale and a lawsuit
against a fellow Republican and the bor-
ough: Public documents clearly show
that policy changes were equally created/
supported/promoted by Democratic coun-
cil members and thus contributed to cre-
ating the environment that promoted the
litigation in question.

* Police contract delays: Delays in
settling the contract actually came from
legal quarters and in regard to scheduling
issues.

* Alienated and angered residents at
The Pointe until an OPRA request was
filed, creating a situation where its resi-
dents were forced to file a lawsuit. An
OPRA request had nothing to do with a
suit brought by The Pointe Residents
Association, rather it was in relation to
snow removal bills which included mate-
rials used to remove ice/snow from inte-
rior walkways and steps in areas desig-
nated “no trespassing and private.” The
borough was successful in defending the
council’s unanimous/bipartisan decision
not to shoulder the $54,000 costs of ice
and snow removal at The Pointe, ruled by
the court to be a private community within
the borough and not having through streets
for public access.

*Recycle Bank, (a program to reward
the residents for recycling): A fellow
Democrat spoke out strongly against com-
mitting to Recycle Bank, something that
as mayor I spoke in favor of; the bi-
partisan governing body choose not to
move forward with the reward program.

* Community newsletter to keep the
residents informed: Affordability and
production issues are key components in
the successful production of a viable pub-
lication. A newsletter is in the works,
alternate means to distribute/create it are
being explored. It will be produced with
an economical and bi-partisan plan, hope-
fully by year’s end, and going forward as
well.

* Failed to advance the NJ Transit
Village study into additional train stops
or prompting borough officials to seek

downtown improvements. NJ
Transit was invited and made
a public presentation of their
study to the council and plan-
ning board as well as discuss-
ing the new “Rapid Bus”
project, which will impact on
Garwood’s redevelopment
opportunities. Neither of
them is fully knowledgeable

of meetings and communications taking
place this year in the effort to move
improvements downtown forward includ-
ing assistance from NJ Transit on taking
the necessary steps to a Transit Village
designation, redevelopment on North and
South Avenues and handling the age old
problem we face of adding additional
parking to secure additional train stops.
New obstacles have come up slowing
progress and are being addressed.

Mr. Nierstedt and Ms. Palmer seem to
think that they are on the inside track as
to what has been going on in areas that
they clearly are not privy and, in some
cases, were left undone by their own
prior Democrat’ administration. Further,
they express the misguided opinion that
the Republican leadership has damaged
the image of our small town with a big
heart. Perhaps Mr. Nierstedt needs to be
reminded of who has the “biggest heart.”

He must have forgotten that the first
person to sign his petition when he at-
tempted to run as an Independent candi-
date when his Democratic Party did not
support him was the Republican chair-
man. And who distributed his campaign
literature for him when he ran as an
Independent against the Democrats he
now champions? It was the Republican
Committee. And when he tried to win the
Democratic Primary who he approached
to have their children, registered but un-
affiliated voters, declare themselves as
Democrats so they could cast votes for
him, it was again the Republicans. Also,
that the Republican mayor invited him, a
liberal Democrat, to stay on the planning
board when his appointment was coming
to an end because I recognized his profes-
sional ability and past experience would
be an asset with the redevelopment I
believed to be imminent.

 It certainly is sad when in an effort to
sell themselves to the voters these two
have to resort to putting out half-truths
and fabricated assumptions as fact totally
ignoring that their own Democratic Party
has been, for better or worse, equally
responsible for what they find to be so
objectionable in the borough.

Mayor Patricia Quatrocchi
Garwood

Lance Camp. Mgr.:
Chivukula Didn’t

Respond to NAM Survey
FLEMINGTON – The National As-

sociation of Manufacturers (NAM)
released its 2012 voter guide com-
paring the records of Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) and his Democratic
opponent, Middlesex County sate As-
semblyman Upendra Chivukula (D-
17, Somerset)

“It’s quite shocking that Assembly-
man Chivukula failed to respond to
this questionnaire on issues important
to our nation’s manufacturing sector,”
said Lance for Congress Campaign
Manager Carlos Cruz. “As a member
of the Democratic leadership in Tren-
ton, Mr. Chivukula has chosen to stand
silent on issues important to manufac-
turing while our state unemployment
rate grows to nearly 10 percent. If
Upendra Chivukula lived in the 7th
Congressional District he would un-
derstand the important role manufac-
turing plays in our local economy.”
Friday, October 5, was Manufacturing
Day – a national effort led by the
National Association of Manufactur-
ers (NAM) and other national and re-
gional manufacturing organizations to
highlight the sector’s importance to
the nation’s economy and draw atten-
tion to the many rewarding high-skill
jobs available in the industrial fields,”
Mr. Cruz said.

“Leonard Lance understands that
we need a national strategy to create
and maintain U.S. manufacturing jobs,
something that our country is cur-
rently lacking.

“He will continue to work with
Republicans and the Democrats
alike to boost manufacturing and
create more jobs,” concluded Mr.
Cruz concluded.

GOP Council Cands.
To Speak at The Pointe

GARWOOD – The Republican candi-
dates for Garwood Borough Council will
appear at The Pointe, the condominium
complex between Maple and Chestnut
Streets, on Thursday, October 18, and
borough residents have been invited to
attend the session. “We were delighted to
be able to invite the Democratic candi-
dates earlier in the month,” said Marc
Epstein, the president of the
condominium’s boarde. “Now we hope
our neighbors will join us to hear the
Republican side.”

The Republican candidates, Timothy
Hak and Michael Martin, will speak at
7:30 p.m. in the clubhouse at the Pointe.
They have been asked to explain why
they’re running, what problems they plan
to address, what they foresee for the
borough and why their proposals are
more appealing than those of their oppo-
nents. Attendees will be welcome to ask
questions and to enjoy light refreshments
after the discussion. Parking is available in
the large lot behind the commercial build-
ings on North Avenue.

Hazardous Waste Collection
Set for October 20 in CranfordResidential Natural Gas Users

To Pay Less to Heat Homes CRANFORD – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will sponsor
a household hazardous waste collection
event on Saturday, October 20, so Union
County residents can get rid of outdated or
unwanted household chemicals, mercury
thermostats, propane tanks, and automo-
bile tires in an environmentally safe man-
ner. The collection will take place from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Cranford campus of
Union County College, located at 1033
Springfield Avenue opposite Nomahegan
Park.

Union County residents are eligible to
participate at no cost. Pre-registration is

not required.
Residents  only need to drive to the site

with their household special waste, propane
tanks, automobile tires, and mercury ther-
mostats  and workers at the site will unload
their vehicles.

“Household special waste” includes
oil-based paint and varnish, antifreeze,
aerosol cans, pool chemicals, corrosives,
pesticides, herbicides, solvents, thinners,
fire extinguishers, motor oil and oil fil-
ters, gasoline, batteries, thermostats, fluo-
rescent bulbs (unbroken), blood pressure
devices, and mercury switches. Only
materials in original or labeled contain-
ers will be accepted. No containers larger
than five gallons will be accepted.

Latex (water-based) paint and empty
cans will not be accepted. They should be
disposed of in with the regular garbage.
Leftover latex paint can be air-dried or, to
hasten the drying process, kitty litter and/
or newspaper can be added to hasten the
drying.

There is a limit of eight automobile
tires (without rims) per household. This
is a household recycling event. No busi-
nesses are allowed.

A complete list of the materials that
will be accepted on October 20 is avail-
able at the Union County Bureau of Re-
cycling and Planning website,
www.ucnj.org/recycle

The household hazardous waste col-
lection will be held rain or shine.
Proof of Union County residency is
required. For more information, call
the Recycling Hotline at (908) 654-
9889.

TRENTON – The Christie Adminis-
tration announced Thursday that New
Jersey residential natural gas customers
will pay less this winter for natural gas to
heat their homes. Residential natural gas
customers of Elizabethtown Gas Com-
pany (ETG), New Jersey Natural Gas
Company (NJNG), Public Service Elec-
tric & Gas Company (PSE&G), and South
Jersey Gas Company (SJG) continue to
adjust rates to reflect falling costs for
natural gas service.

The average residential customer will
see an additional rate reduction, on top of
reductions over the last few years, rang-
ing from .5 percent to 3.5 percent, effec-
tive as of October 1. A typical residential
customer using 1,000 therms in PSE&G’s
territory will save $38.27 annually, while
an ETG customer’s annual bill will re-
flect a rate reduction of $26.10, and NJNG
and SJG customers will save $14.90 and
$6.90, respectively, over last year’s Oc-
tober 1 rates. The decrease in natural gas
costs for consumers is a reflection of the
abundant supply of natural gas in the
market place leading to projected de-
creases in the purchase costs for the 2012-
2013 BGSS year.

“New Jersey residents and businesses
continue to reap the benefits of low natu-
ral gas prices. Since 2008, the average
residential customer’s natural gas bill has
dropped on average 38 percent, that’s
approximately $728 in annual savings,”
said Bob Hanna, New Jersey Board of

Public Utilities (BPU) president. “Low
natural gas prices have also allowed the
Board to approve the acceleration of natu-
ral gas infrastructure improvements,
which will improve reliability and safety.
In addition, low natural gas prices have
resulted in lower electric bills, since a
substantial portion of electric generation
is from cleaner, more efficient natural gas
power plants.”

Reducing energy costs for all ratepayers
is one of the goals of Governor Chris
Christie’s Energy Master Plan. The Ad-
ministration was able to reduce electric
rates for residential ratepayers earlier this
year during the state’s 11th annual electric
auction for Basic Generation Service
(BGS). This year’s auction resulted in
reduced electricity for ratepayers ranging
from 6.4 percent to 1.0 percent, depending
upon the electric distribution company.

Mural of Water Main
Break to Be Unveiled
WESTFIELD  –  New Jersey Ameri-

can Water will showcase a 15-foot x 15-
foot three-dimensional street mural de-
picting the repair of a water main break
on a typical pipeline found in communi-
ties throughout New Jersey during the
Westfield Street Fair and Craft Show,
this Saturday, October 13, at the Westfield
Train Station’s South Avenue parking lot
near Westfield Seafood.

The mural will be unveiled at 11:15
a.m. before local and state officials and
New Jersey American Water representa-
tives. Artist Melanie Stimmell of We
Talk Chalk, a 3D painting company, will
also be on hand.Visitors will be able to
“step into” the site to pose for a free
keepsake photo of the occasion and learn
more about the water system from New
Jersey American Water representatives.

Merck to Move HQ
To Summit Location
SUMMIT – Merck has announced that

it is moving its global headquarters from
Whitehouse Station to its Summit loca-
tion at the corner of Morris Avenue and
River Road, Bloomberg Businessweek
has reported,

The Whitehouse Station headquarters,
which Merck has occupied since 1992,
has about 2,000 employees and contrac-
tors. Around 1,800 employees are lo-
cated in Summit.

See it all on the Web! • www.goleader.com


