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WALK, DON’T RIDE…On October 3, students and teachers from McGinn
Elementary School in Scotch Plains participated in International Walk to School
Day to promote the learning of safe walking skills and the benefits of physical
activity.

PRETZELS FOR A CAUSE…Fourth graders from Evergreen Elementary School
in Scotch Plains sold ribbon-shaped pretzels in support of Breast Cancer Aware-
ness. The students raised $290 for this cause and donated the money to The
American Cancer Society – Making Strides Walk. The school appreciated the
Pretzel Company of Westfield’s help with the event.

THANK YOU…Frank and Tracy Constandi, left and center, accept a certificate
of gratitude from Tom Kranz, Fanwood Rescue Squad captain, at the squad’s
monthly meeting on October 2. The Constandis, owners of Frank’s Auto Repair
and Auto Body, located at 56 South Martine Avenue in Fanwood, recently
donated a new, 55-inch HDTV and associated hardware and installation to the
squad. The new television is shown in the background. Mr. and Mrs. Constandi
are treasurer and president, respectively, of the Fanwood Business and Profes-
sional Association.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOUSE FIRE...On September 29, the Scotch Plains Fire Department responded to a fire on Mountain Avenue. Once on
scene, they found the left side of the home engulfed in flames.

County Hears Lord & Taylor
Light Proposal on North Ave.

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – During its October 4
agenda-setting meeting, the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
considered a resolution to support the
installation of a pedestrian HAWK sig-
nal at the Lord & Taylor crosswalk on
North Avenue in Westfield.

“Lord & Taylor is going to pay for
everything – design, construction and
maintenance – but they have to go
through the [Town] of Westfield, and
ultimately we have to concur with
Westfield’s resolution on it,” said Jo-

seph Graziano, director of the county’s
Department of Engineering, Public
Works and Facilities. “It’s no cost to
the county whatsoever.”

According to Westfield Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea, the town passed
a resolution in April of 2012 support-
ing the efforts of Lord & Taylor’s
property management company, Na-
tional Realty and Development Cor-
poration, to install a High Intensity
Activated Crosswalk (HAWK) pedes-
trian-activated hybrid beacon.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SPMC to Discuss Possible
Uses for $100,000 From NJPG

FW Council Considers Verizon
Portable Cell Tower Proposal

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Bor-
ough Council discussed a Verizon Wire-
less proposal to set up a portable Cell
on Wheels (COW) in the Fanwood
Municipal Building’s parking lot at its
October 2 agenda meeting.

To date, Verizon’s cell phone anten-
nae have resided atop PSE&G’s lat-
ticed energy towers, but Mayor Col-
leen Mahr explained that PSE&G now
plans to replace the latticed towers with
monopole masts. Newer forms of the

high voltage transmission tower,
“monopoles” are self-supporting ver-
tical poles with a smaller base, taller
reach and higher voltage capacity than
the older, bulkier towers. Monopole
proponents favor the masts because
they rise above damaging foliage, ob-
struct less of natural views, and, unlike
lattice towers, do not offer birds a perch
on which to electrocute themselves.

Mayor Mahr summed up the mono-
poles’ advantages saying, “Higher
tower, smaller footprint.”

In the interim between the disman-

tling of the lattice towers and the instal-
lation of the new monopoles, Verizon
proposes to set up a temporary moving
cell phone tower in a flatbed truck, the
same type of cell tower that was used
when communications were lost in New
York after 9/11, according to Dominic
Carrino, Fanwood’s borough engineer.

Borough Clerk Eleanor McGovern
and Borough Attorney Dennis Estis
informed the council that Verizon’s
truck would be parked in the back
corner of the Fanwood Municipal
Building lot. It would be surrounded by
fencing and would make approximately
six to 10 parking spaces unavailable for
the three-month duration of its pres-
ence. In addition to the nearly $3,000
monthly lease that Verizon already pays
Fanwood for space on the borough’s
communication tower, Mr. Estis said,
Verizon would pay Fanwood another
$3,000 per month for this COW. Verizon
would also be responsible for any dam-
age to the parking lot caused by its
temporary tower. The Fanwood Coun-
cil was to authorize the COW lease at
special meeting yesterday, October
10, after press deadline.

In other news, the council selected K9
Resorts as Fanwood’s Volunteer of the
Month, and a resolution was passed to
reapply for the 2013 municipal aid grant
for work on Hunter Avenue between
Watson Road and Midway Avenue.

Mr. Carrino reported that work on
the Glenwood Road drainage improve-
ments project is going well, as the
number of easements and of trees lost
to the project have been reduced. The
project is aimed at mitigating the prob-
lem of frequent flooding on Glenwood
Road by collecting floodwater in a
system of pipes that will then feed
slowly into a stream behind Westfield
Avenue. Mr. Carrino said the drainage
project would be funded by a trust fund
loan with a low, 1-percent interest rate,
and should incur minimal costs.

Scotch Plains Candidates’ Forum
Set for Thursday, October 25

SP Councilman Ken Glover (D)SP Mayor Mary DePaola (R)

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – At its next meet-
ing, the Scotch Plains Management
Corp. (SPMC) board of directors are
expected to discuss possible uses for
what will ultimately be $100,000 in
township funds dedicated to business
district improvements.

As part of an agreement to buy
Shackamaxon Country Club last year,
New Jersey Golf Partners (NJGP)
agreed to donate $100,000 to the town-
ship that would be earmarked for the
special improvement district. The ini-
tial $50,000 installment has been re-
ceived and the remaining $50,000 will
be deposited once the first certificates
of occupancy are issued for the resi-
dential development being built on a
portion of the Shackamaxon property.

The $100,000 donation is equal to
more than one year of the SPMC’s
$85,400 annual budget.

David Biagini, president of
FirsTEAManagement, SPMC’s man-
ager, told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Times after last week’s board meeting
that the board will discuss possible
areas of use for the $100,000 at its
Tuesday, October 30 meeting. One ca-
veat of the arrangement is that the
township government, not the SPMC,
controls the $100,000, so the township
council, in consultation with the SPMC,
will ultimately decide how to expend
the funds.

Vincent Losavio, the owner of John’s
Meat Market, joined the SPMC board
last week, replacing Steve Goldberg,
who resigned. Mr. Goldberg’s post as
treasurer will be filled at a later date.

SPMC’s new ambassador to the busi-
ness community is Jeff Stein, who heads
Incentives USA, a marketing company.
Mr. Stein will be a part-time employee
working 10 hours per week going
“door-to-door communicating the ac-
tivities” of the SPMC, according to Mr.
Biagini. Mr. Stein will also solicit feed-
back from businesses to report to the
SPMC and also explain any local regu-
lations the business community needs

Scotch Plains Zoning Board OKs
Generator For Evangel Church

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment,
last Thursday night, approved an
above-ground generator to be in-
stalled on the grounds of the Evan-
gel Church, located at 1251 Terrill
Road. The purpose, as stated, is to
provide power in times of storms.

 Before the approval was granted,
board member Rich Druthie per-
sisted in questioning church over-
seer of buildings and grounds, Wil-
liam Lynch, as to specifications and

location of the generator.
This is the second time the church

has been before the board on this
matter. Church representatives, on
the first application, were told to go
back to the drawing board and to get
some advice from the fire depart-
ment. The church’s attorney, Anthony
Marra, Jr., was seeking a variance for
conditional use for the 300 KW gen-
erator, which would operate on 481
amps, to be installed above ground
on the north side of the building. He
presented a revised plan to the board.
Mr. Marra said the tank is made by
the Blue Star Company.

Mr. Lynch told the board that the
self-contained, above-ground genera-
tor would be positioned on a slab,
measuring eight feet by 15 feet long.
He also said it would be surrounded
by a concrete wall and hidden behind
a six-foot chainlink and vinyl fence.

Mr. Lynch said there would be a
camera monitoring the generator and it
would be tested once a week, during
business hours, to ensure it is up and
ready to run. He also said the church
had a maintenance contract with R & J
Central, Inc. He added that the tank
holds 450 gallons of diesel gas.

Mr. Druthie said, “You have half a
gas station there. What is the reason for

that size tank?” Mr. Lynch replied, “It
can run for 48 hours at full capacity.”
Mr. Druthie then asked, “Could you
contract for a generator temporarily?”
Mr. Lynch responded, “I could go along
with that, but you wouldn’t be guaran-
teed to have a generator when you
needed it.”

Board Chairman Ken Anderson
asked how much the generator would
cost, to which Mr. Lynch said $100,363.

Mr. Druthie asked if there would be
a place for spill containment. Mr. Lynch
said yes, and that he consulted with
Scotch Plains Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis
about it.

Planning consultant for the church,
Keenan Hughes, of Hoboken, testified
that the noise level from the generator
would be 75 decibels, it would not be
close to the neighbors, aesthetic con-
cerns would be solved by the fence
surrounding it, leakage would be con-
tained, and that the generator would be
for the public good.

Mr. Druthie was concerned that a
firewall be installed and that it be placed
a proper distance from the church build-
ing. He was also concerned that the
generator be protected by an alarm
system and have a rupture basin sur-
rounding it. Board member Chris Abeel

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

The Scotch Plains Candidates Forum will be  held on Thursday, October
25, at 7:30 p.m. at the municipal building.  Mayor DePaola and  Mr. Glover
contend for mayor on Tuesday, November 6 in the General Election.

Fanwood Candidates’ Forum
 Details are also being finalized for the Fanwood Candidates’ Forum.

It is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday or Thursday, October 24 or 25.

See details on page 4

Keep up to date at www.goleader.com
 November 6 General Election Information


