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U N D E R  N E W  M A N A G E M E N T

Your      ometown Animal HospitalH

*$75 value.  Available to new clients only.  Limit one coupon per client.

FREE Exam for new Patients*

(908) 233-6030

New Hours!

WestfieldAnimal.com

357 South Ave. E - Westfield, NJ 07090

Mon-Fri: 8am-7pm & Sat: 8am-1pm

• Toothprints• Pictures with the Tooth Fairy• Games & Prizes
• Goodie Bags

Saturday October 20th
10am to 2pm

560 Springfield Ave.
Westfield

(across from Echo Lake Park entrance)

2nd floor Suite L

908.264.8335
www.parkview.me Dr. Stacey Laskis

• Toothprints• Pictures with the Tooth Fairy• Games & Prizes
• Goodie Bags

Saturday October 20th
10am to 2pm

Photo courtesy of Don and Judy Wussler
MISSION ACCOMPLISHED…Don and Judy Wussler of Scotch Plains enjoy
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and learning about Alaskan history and
culture as they tour the Alaskan Native Heritage Center near Anchorage. Visiting
each of the 50 states, including Alaska, has been on Judy’s “bucket list.” Mission
accomplished!

STREET SCENE...Barbara and Don Goldberg of Westfield catch up on news in
The Westfield Leader while visiting the Amber Palace in Jaipur, India during a
vacation in September.

will also solicit feedback from busi-
nesses to report to the SPMC and also
explain any local regulations the busi-
ness community needs to be aware
of. He will also keep an eye on the
exteriors of the buildings within the
special improvement district, look-
ing for any deficiencies in the
streetscape — on both public and
private property — that need to be
addressed or improved.

The latest edition of Simply Scotch
Plains, SPMC’s magazine, was well-
received, according to Mr. Biagini,
and was printed on glossy paper made
possible by the increased number of
ads included in the publication. The
next issue will be available in late
November.
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SPMC

awarding a $10,000 contract for au-
diology services at Runnells to Hear-
ing Associates of Westfield, from the
period of October 1, 2012 through
September 30, 2013.

Editors Note:
Helen Freindt, 62, of Forked River

was killed after she was struck by a
motorist in front of Lord & Taylor on
December 9, 2003.
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Freeholders

Imagine, a grief support center, in-
vited the community to a “night of
remembrance” on Thursday, No-
vember 15, from 6:30 to 9 p.m. The
evening is open to the public to
remember those they have lost, and
will include an art project, a service
and refreshments. Ms. Robinson
also requested that the town coun-
cil consider approval of a “reflec-
tion garden” at Mindowaskin Park.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Garden Club of
Westfield President Jane Curtis said
that a luncheon and fundraiser
would be held to celebrate the club’s
90th anniversary on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 30, at the Echo Lake Country
Club. The club cares for the plant-
ers on East Broad and Elm Streets,
the flowers at the Westfield Memo-
rial Library, two gardens at
Mindowaskin Park, a garden at the
Reeve House and a garden at
Tamaques Park. The group also pro-
vides all of the evergreen Christ-
mas wreaths for Westfield’s public
buildings.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WATCHFUL EYE…Dispatcher Tomasso Campisi keeps an eye on what is going
on around the area at the newly expanded Union County Police Regional
Dispatch Center, located in the county’s public safety building in Westfield.

Resident Greg Kasko also spoke
during the public portion of the
meeting, once again taking issue
with comments made by Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea regarding
Mr. Kasko’s credibility at a meet-
ing several weeks ago. Mr. Kasko
said that he is “not interested in his
[Mr. Gildea’s] opinion. [I am] in-
terested, as the mayor should be, in
facts.” He also said that, “Mayor
[Andy] Skibitsky has always had a
problem when the facts don’t match
his opinion.” Mayor Skibitsky was
absent from Tuesday night’s meet-
ing as he was stuck in traffic while
returning from a business trip.

Mr. Kasko said that opinions on
his credibility are “irrelevant.” He
said that he presents facts and data
to the council and compared him-
self to Galileo, who, according to
Mr. Kasko, was declared a “her-
etic” by the pope because he said
the world was round when others
believed it was flat.

The council ended the meeting
by going into closed session to dis-
cuss Sunnyside versus Town of
Westfield, a builders remedy law-
suit, and NJDEP versus Occidental
Chemical, litigation related to the
Passaic River. Westfield is a mem-
ber of the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority, which was named in the
lawsuit along with other sewerage
authorities.
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Westfield Council

Courtesy of Thomas Hoens
BACK IN TIME...Erick Hoens catches up with The Westfield Leader while on a
trip to Belgium and France. Erick and his dad visited the locations from
Normandy to Germany that Erick’s grandfather’s division (39th Infantry Regi-
ment, 9th Division) battled over during World War II.  They traveled from Utah
Beach through Belgium to the Hurtgen Forest in Germany where Erick’s
grandfather’s unit saw a lot of action.

Lance, Chivukula to
Face Off In Debates

AREA – Rep. Leonard Lance (R-
7th) and Democratic opponent,
Middlesex County state Assembly-
man Upendra Chivukula (D-17),
will participate in three debates be-
ginning this morning in Clark. The
debates are as follows:

Thursday, October 11: Debate
hosted by the Gateway Regional
Chamber of Commerce, 8 to 10
a.m., Holiday Inn, 36 Valley Road,
Clark. For more information, visit
business.gatewaychamber.com/
Events/details/a-candidate-forum-
3398.

Sunday, October 21: Debate
hosted by The Jewish Community
Center of Central New Jersey, 10 to
11:30 a.m., Wilf Jewish Commu-
nity Campus, 1391 Martine Avenue,
Scotch Plains.

Thursday, October 25: Radio
debate hosted by WRNJ radio (1510
AM, FM 92.7 and FM 104.7), 11
a.m. to noon. For more informa-
tion, visit wrnjradio.com.

SP Zoning Bd. OKs Generator
For Evangel Church

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment,
last Thursday night, approved an
above-ground generator to be in-
stalled on the grounds of the Evan-
gel Church, located at 1251 Terrill
Road. The purpose, as stated, is to
provide power in times of storms.

 Before the approval was granted,
board member Rich Druthie per-
sisted in questioning church over-
seer of buildings and grounds, Wil-
liam Lynch, as to specifications and
location of the generator.

This is the second time the church
has been before the board on this
matter. Church representatives, on
the first application, were told to go
back to the drawing board and to
get some advice from the fire de-
partment. The church’s attorney,
Anthony Marra, Jr., was seeking a
variance for conditional use for the
300 KW generator, which would
operate on 481 amps, to be installed
above ground on the north side of
the building. He presented a revised
plan to the board. Mr. Marra said
the tank is made by the Blue Star
Company.

Mr. Lynch told the board that the
self-contained, above-ground gen-
erator would be positioned on a
slab, measuring eight feet by 15
feet long. He also said it would be
surround by a concrete wall and
hidden behind a six-foot chainlink
and vinyl fence.

Mr. Lynch said there would be a
camera monitoring the generator
and it would be tested once a week,
during business hours, to ensure it
is up and ready to run. He also said
the church had a maintenance con-
tract with R & J Central, Inc. He
added that the tank held 450 gallons

of diesel gas.
Mr. Druthie said, “You have half

a gas station there. What is the rea-
son for that size tank?” Mr. Lynch
replied, “It can run for 48 hours at
full capacity.” Mr. Druthie then
asked, “Could you contract for a
generator temporarily?” Mr. Lynch
responded, “I could go along with
that, but you wouldn’t be guaran-
teed to have a generator when you
needed it.”

Board Chairman Ken Anderson
asked how much the generator
would cost, to which Mr. Lynch
said $100,363.

Mr. Druthie asked if there would
be a place for spill containment.
Mr. Lynch said yes, and that he
consulted with Scotch Plains Fire
Chief Jonathan Ellis about it.

Planning consultant for the
church, Keenan Hughes, of
Hoboken, testified that the noise
level would be 75 decibels, it would
not be close to the neighbors, aes-
thetic concerns would be solved by
the fence surrounding it, leakage
would be contained, and that the
generator would be for the public
good.

Mr. Druthie was concerned that a
firewall be installed and that it be
placed a proper distance from the
church building. He was also con-
cerned that the generator be pro-
tected by an alarm system and have
a rupture basin surrounding it.
Board member Chris Abeel asked if
the testing would be done once a
week during regular business hours.

“Yes, absolutely,” Mr. Lynch re-
plied.

Mr. Abeel then said to Mr. Druthie,
“I understand your concerns, but
the DEP (New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection) and
the EPA (Environmental Protection
Agency) have looked at it, and Evan-
gel Church doesn’t do things half-
way.”

Mr. Druthie then said, “I’m not
opposed to this, but it’s a lot of fuel
for this facility.”

Mr. Anderson asked if “the con-
tainment wall would hold snow or
rain, or could it cause leakage to the
ground. Did Chief Ellis suggest any
other containment?”

 Mr. Abeel asked, “Do we not, on
a regular basis, rely on construction
officers, and the fire chief? We can’t
be expected to have first-hand ex-
pertise in all of these fields.” Mr.
Druthie added, “I have no regrets
for bringing all of this up. It’s not
common. Common would be fiber
glass wrapped in fiber glass.”

Mr. Anderson said, “I feel better
about this than I would about an
underground tank.”

“With testing during business
hours and an alarm, I’m fine,” Mr.
Abeel said.

The generator was approved
unanimously by the board.

An application by Julia Beaumont,
413 Farley Avenue, was carried over
to the next board on Thursday, No-
vember 1, at 7:30 p.m., at the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building.
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