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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford’s Alexandra Puryear
defended her all-around title and
took top honors in the vault, but
the Westfield (W) High School
gymnastics team regained the
title that it held for five years
prior to ceding it to the Cougars
last year at the Cougar Classic at
Cranford High School on Sep-
tember 28.

The Blue Devils finished with a
team total of 106.3, while the
Cougars (C) took second at
104.875 and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SPF) Raiders finished
third at 103.175 in the eight-
team event. A.L. Johnson (J)
placed fourth at 96.150. Union
Catholic, Watchung Hills, Union
and Ridge finished 5-6-7-8, re-
spectively.

Puryear edged out Blue Devil
Abby Cook for the all-around title
by just .025 (36.1 to 36.075).
Blue Devil Jenna Rizkalla took a
close third at 35.9, and Raider
Alex Peluso took fourth at 34.85,
followed by Cougar Emily Grable
at 34.6 and Johnson Crusader
Bianca Briscese at 33.775.

“We came in tonight with a lot
of injuries to the point where
Jenna Rizkalla wasn’t going to
compete all-around. Jenna
Rizkalla and Abby Cook led the
team to victory with solid perfor-
mances,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Melissa Greenwald said.

“I was a little nervous coming
into the meet, but I worked real
hard this past week, and I made
sure that I would know my rou-

COUGAR PURYEAR CAPTURES FIRST, GRABLE 5TH; WFs COOK, RIZKALLA 2-3 ALL-AROUND

Blue Devil Gymnasts Regain CR. Cougar Classic Crown
tines and did what I had to do to
come out on top,” Puryear said.

Last year, Puryear won the un-
even bars event but took third
this time with an 8.6

“I fell on bars once today. It

was OK. It was my first event. I
just had to brush it off, so I could
come back and win vault,”
Puryear said.

“She has been out. She had
tendonitis. She did well. It was

her first time competing vault
and first time competing floor,”
Cougar Head Coach Michele
Charney-Hulse said.

Rizkalla took top honors on the
unevens with an 8.85 presenting
a difficult routine that she com-
pleted with a full somersault dis-
mount. Cook took second at
8.625.

“I did a kip cast [hand]stand. I
did a half turn called a pirouette.
I did another kip cast stand to a
toe shoot, and then another kip
into another handstand, then two
giants [swings] and my dismount,
which was a full front,” Rizkalla

described. “I have been working
really hard on that dismount.”

Cook’s uneven routine featured
a double back flyaway. Blue Dev-
ils Mae Devin and Lindsay
Ripperger, and Raider Maddie
McNichol placed 4-5-6 in the
event with respective totals of
8.5, 8.35 and 8.05.

“I dismounted bars with a
double back. So at the end of my
routine, I was hoping I could
stick it, and it was a great way to
finish,” Cook said.

“I am pretty excited about those
scores [uneven bars]. While
maybe they could have been a
little bit higher, we have come so
far on bars. The girls have put
more tricks in and more diffi-
culty, so the scores have in-
creased. It’s a tough event,”
Coach Greenwald said. “It all has
to do with execution. My girls
have the skills. They have the
difficulties, and it comes down to
how well they are performing
each skill.”

To win the vault, Puryear stuck
her Tsukahara in a pike position
dismount to earn a 9.3.

“It was my first time compet-
ing all-around and competing
vault as well. I was really ner-
vous to compete vault. I worked
it out in my club gym. I worked
out here. I made sure that I
would do all my stuff the best
that I could,” Puryear said.

Rizkalla and Lauren
Cunningham (Watchung Hills)
tied for second in the event at
9.175. Raider Kacie Bumiller with
a half on, double twisting dis-
mount, placed fourth at 9.125.
Peluso (pike Tsukahara dis-
mount) and Cook took 5-6 with
respective scores of 9.1 and 8.9.

Peluso seized first on the floor
exercise with a 9.3, followed by

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR CLASSIC CHAMPS…The Westfield Blue Devils placed first at the Cougar Classic. The team consists of Anna
Centrella, Abby Cook, Mae Devin, Julie Dwyer, Carlie Fasano, Hannah Goldring, Lexi Holzer, Jess Keenan, Lyndsey Lee,
Megan Melillo, Christina Psyhojos, Lindsay Ripperger, Jenna Rizkalla, Emily Serafin and Kelly Vasel.
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