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PURYEAR FIRST; COOK, RIZKALLA 2-3 ALL-AROUND

Blue Devil Gymnasts Regain
CR. Cougar Classic Crown

GLASCO TD; EHRHART INT, TD FUMBLE RECOVERY

Hunterdon Central Rumbles
By Blue Devil Gridders, 49-14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Spurts of brilliance were not
enough for the Westfield High School
football team to overcome Hunterdon
Central’s rumbling ground game
headed by running back Jason
Cabinda, who scored five touchdowns

(TD) and chewed up 203 yards on the
ground in a 49-14 triumph at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on Sep-
tember 29.

Cabinda had rushing TDs of three,
five, nine, 52 and six yards, respec-
tively. Red Devil quarterback Michael
Knight completed nine of 16 passes

for 179 yards, including a 15-yard
TD strike to wide receiver Ryan
Dunleavy. Running back Blasé
Mantineo carried eight times for 49
yards on the Red Devils’ last series,
which ended in a one-yard TD plunge.

The 0-4 Blue Devils were limited

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford’s Alexandra Puryear de-
fended her all-around title and took
top honors in the vault, but the
Westfield (W) High School gymnas-
tics team regained the title that it held
for five years prior to ceding it to the
Cougars last year at the Cougar Clas-
sic at Cranford High School on Sep-
tember 28.

The Blue Devils finished with a
team total of 106.3, while the Cou-
gars (C) took second at 104.875 and
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF)
Raiders finished third at 103.175 in
the eight-team event. A.L. Johnson
(J) placed fourth at 96.150. Union
Catholic, Watchung Hills, Union and
Ridge finished 5-6-7-8, respectively.

Puryear edged out Blue Devil Abby
Cook for the all-around title by just
.025 (36.1 to 36.075). Blue Devil
Jenna Rizkalla took a close third at
35.9, and Raider Alex Peluso took
fourth at 34.85, followed by Cougar
Emily Grable at 34.6 and Johnson
Crusader Bianca Briscese at 33.775.

“We came in tonight with a lot of
injuries to the point where Jenna
Rizkalla wasn’t going to compete all-
around. Jenna Rizkalla and Abby
Cook led the team to victory with
solid performances,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Melissa Greenwald said.

“I was a little nervous coming into
the meet, but I worked real hard this

past week, and I made sure that I
would know my routines and did
what I had to do to come out on top,”
Puryear said.

Last year, Puryear won the uneven
bars event but took third this time
with an 8.6

“I fell on bars once today. It was
OK. It was my first event. I just had to
brush it off, so I could come back and
win vault,” Puryear said.

“She has been out. She had ten-
donitis. She did well. It was her first
time competing vault and first time
competing floor,” Cougar Head
Coach Michele Charney-Hulse said.

Rizkalla took top honors on the
unevens with an 8.85 presenting a
difficult routine that she completed
with a full somersault dismount. Cook
took second at 8.625.

“I did a kip cast [hand]stand. I did
a half turn called a pirouette. I did
another kip cast stand to a toe shoot,
and then another kip into another
handstand, then two giants [swings]
and my dismount, which was a full
front,” Rizkalla described. “I have
been working really hard on that dis-
mount.”

Cook’s uneven routine featured a
double back flyaway. Blue Devils
Mae Devin and Lindsay Ripperger,
and Raider Maddie McNichol placed
4-5-6 in the event with respective
totals of 8.5, 8.35 and 8.05.

“I dismounted bars with a double
back. So at the end of my routine, I
was hoping I could stick it, and it was
a great way to finish,” Cook said.

“I am pretty excited about those
scores [uneven bars]. While maybe
they could have been a little bit higher,
we have come so far on bars. The
girls have put more tricks in and more
difficulty, so the scores have in-
creased. It’s a tough event,” Coach
Greenwald said. “It all has to do with
execution. My girls have the skills.
They have the difficulties, and it
comes down to how well they are
performing each skill.”

To win the vault, Puryear stuck her
Tsukahara in a pike position dismount

MROZEK SNAGS 55-YD TD; MONAHAN TD, WHITE TD

Raiders Rally in Second Half,
Rip Voorhees Gridders, 21-14

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A second-half running and passing
attack, which netted two fourth quar-
ter touchdowns (TD), lifted the 3-1
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
football team past the 2-2 Voorhees
Vikings, 21-14, in Scotch Plains on
September 29.

The Raiders scored on a one-yard
TD run by junior quarterback Owen
Monahan, a 55-yard yard TD recep-
tion by receiver Robert Mrozek and a
two-yard TD plunge by sophomore
halfback Kobe White.

“Once again we found ourselves in
one of those games where we get

ourselves in a situation when we’re
down. We fight back into the game
with that first touchdown in the sec-
ond half to go up 13-7. They came
roaring right back with that 95-yard
kickoff return. For a lot of teams that
would take the wind out of their sails,
but luckily, our kids just keep coming
back,” Raider Head Coach Jon Stack
said.

The Raiders totaled 175 yards rush-
ing and 170 yards passing. Monahan
completed five of six passes in sec-
ond half for 155-yards, and added his
one-yard TD. Senior halfback Dein
Rice carried 11 times for 67-yards,
which included a two-point PAT re-

ception. Sophomore Emendo Tho-
mas finished with nine carries for 30
yards and completed one pass for
eight yards, all in the second half.

Defensively, Cody Biondi leveled
the Viking quarterback and finished
with seven tackles, Sam McQuiod
and Zack Brecsons each recorded
seven tackles, and Brad Alleman
made several big plays, including a
sack.

Voorhees running back Nick
Ruggiero accumulated 76-yards rush-
ing, including a nine-yard TD in the
first quarter, and Christian Okulicz
scored on an 88-yard kickoff return

A great education is 
all in the details.

Details such as the class of 2012 earning almost five million dollars n scholarships, and admission 
to some of the most competitive colleges in the nation. Or that over the past two years, four of our
seniors were named National Merit Finalists, one was named an Achievement Scholarship Finalist,
and one a National Hispanic Scholarship Finalist. Or that these classes averaged scores above 600 in
all three SAT sections: critical reading, mathematics, and writing.

This fall, 310 students will gather under the guidance of experienced and enthusiastic administrators,
teachers, and coaches who will work to develop young men of faith, intellect, and character. 
Our students will learn and grow through an exceptional college preparatory program, a wide array of
sports and activities, and meaningful service opportunities, all rooted in the Roman Catholic tradition. 

We would like to invite you to our campus as well this fall to attend one of our student-led 
Open Houses. Let us show you around, and yes, share even more details.

For more information, call 908-273-5771,
ext 1, email admissions@oratoryprep.org, 
or visit us at oratoryprep.org

Fall 2012 Open House Schedule

Sunday, October 14 • 1-3 p.m.
Monday, October 29 • 6:45 - 8:15 p.m.
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Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JUST OUT OF REACH…Blue Devil quarterback Christian Menares-Brown’s pass is just off the fingertips of flanker Dylan
Elliott, No. 10, in the game against Hunterdon Central at Kehler Stadium on September 29.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING SECOND ALL-AROUND…Blue Devil Abby Cook works her giant
swing on the uneven bars during the Cougar Classic. Cook placed second with an
all-around score of 36.075.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRUNCHING A VOORHEES VIKING…Several Raiders smother the Voorhees Viking quarterback during the game in
Scotch Plains on September 29. The Raiders defeated the Vikings, 21-14.


