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144 Grand Street  Jersey City, NJ  07302 
201.547.6400  www.spprep.org

Saint Peter’s Prep
New Jersey’s Jesuit High School Since 1872

For 140 years, Jesuit education at Saint Peter’s Prep has meant a commitment to educating young 
men of competence, conscience and compassion. 
Discover what a Jesuit education means to students from Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood and 120 more 
communities...and what it can mean to you! Join us at our Fall Open House, Sunday, October 14, 2 to 4 p.m. 
or visit www.spprep.org/openhouse .

FriendsLessons

Scotch Plains Campus
November 14

7:30PM
1390 Terrill Road

Scotch Plains
908-322-4652

Westfield Campus
October 18 – 9:30AM

December 13 – 9:30AM
510 Hillcrest Avenue

Westfield
908-233-7447

  THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

“Celebrating our 50th Anniversary”

Please join us for our

Admissions Open Houses

_____________________________________________

Representatives from both campuses will be present at all

Open Houses

Serving Children  from 2  1/2 through First Grade

In Flexible part time or full time programs

www.christopheracademy.com

Highlander Band to Perform
In Pageant of Champions

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — The
Highlander Band of Governor
Livingston High School will host
this year’s 41st annual “Pageant of
Champions” Band Tournament on
Sunday, October 14, beginning at
12:30 p.m. at the high school.  A
dozen high school marching bands
from across New Jersey will per-
form in a Tournament of Band
(TOB) competition.

This is an exciting event for the
whole family. There is a festive
atmosphere with hot food, snacks,
baked goods, and souvenirs avail-
able. As a member of the TOB orga-
nization, the Highlander Marching
Band competed and placed first
against the top 32 bands in the Chap-
ter 10 division, winning the 2011
Group 1 Open class Tournament of
Bands Atlantic Coast Champion-
ship in Hershey, Pa. Chapter 10
encompasses bands from 400
schools in nine states. This is the
Highlanders 12th title since 1980.

Other accomplishments for the
band in 2011 include the TOB Chap-
ter 10 Championship, and the New
Jersey State Championship. The
Band Pageant tests students with
interwoven maneuvers while they
play concert-quality music. High
school students undergo an intense
training regime aided by advanced
choreography software to prepare
for the show. In addition, each band
wears elaborate uniforms.

The Highlanders Band, steeped
in tradition, pays tribute to the first
governor of New Jersey, William
Livingston (whose family migrated
from Scotland) by wearing kilts de-
signed with the Royal Stewart tar-
tan colors. In addition, the band is
escorted by their own bagpipers

upon entering the field for compe-
tition. It is a spectacular display of
the Highlanders military discipline
honoring Scottish traditions.

The bands will start performing
at 12:30 p.m. The $10 entrance
ticket and a program highlighting
each band are available at the event.
Additional parking is at Alcatel
Lucent (Bell Labs) off Glenside
Road, Berkeley Heights, a shuttle
will take visitors to/from the school.
Berkeley Heights and Mountainside
children in school spirit or scouting
wear get in free.

For directions and more informa-
tion, visit highlanderband.org.

WHS Girls’ Volleyball Team
Sponsors Annual ‘Pink Out’
WESTFIELD - The Westfield

High School Girls’ Volleyball Team
will sponsor its fourth annual vol-
leyball tournament, “Pink Out,” on
Friday, October 12, to raise funds
and promote public awareness as
National Breast Cancer Awareness
Month begins.

“Pink Out” was initiated four
years ago and became a tribute to
the girls’ inspirational Coach Bev
Torok. Five years ago, Ms. Torok
revealed to her team that she was
diagnosed with breast cancer and
pledged to battle the deadly dis-
ease. The team marveled at their
coach’s bravery and unyielding
spirit as she continued to work while
she recuperated from surgery and
endured rounds of debilitating che-
motherapy.

After her doctors declared her
cancer-free, Ms. Torok enlisted the
team’s help to bring more public
awareness about breast cancer and
to raise funds to fight it. The first
volleyball tournament for breast
cancer raised more than $8,000, the
second raised over $12,000, and

the third an astonishing $19,000.
This year’s event is planned for

Friday, October 12, when the fresh-
men team, junior varsity and var-
sity teams play on their home court
at the high school. This year, the
games are against rival East
Brunswick High School.

The freshmen game begins at 4
p.m.; the JV game at 5:30 p.m. and
the varsity game at 7 p.m. A serving
contest will be held after the JV
game and winners will receive
prizes donated from local mer-
chants. There will also be a refresh-
ment stand.

Breast cancer survivors will be
honored in a special procession lead
by Coach Torok at the conclusion
of the event.

The event is open to the public
and tickets can be purchased at the
door. Anyone wearing pink is ad-
mitted free. All proceeds will go to
Susan G Komen Foundation. Come
out and support a worthy cause.

The event will be held in the
Westfield High School gymnasium,
550 Dorian Road, Westfield.

UC to Host ‘Race
To the Gold’ 5K
SCOTCH PLAINS —Union

Catholic (UC) will be hosting its
second annual “Race to the Gold”
5K run on Saturday, October 20.
This year, the event is being show-
cased as one of UC’s 50 events to
the 50th Anniversary, and proceeds
will benefit Union Catholic’s ath-
letic programs.

Registration for the event begins
at 7:30 a.m. for race bib and post-
registration. The race will begin at
9 a.m. and includes a USATF Certi-
fied loop course through Scotch
Plains streets, ending on UC’s new
turf track and field complex. Regis-
tration is $25 through the day of the
race.

Awards will be given to the top
male and top female 5K overall, top
three male and female winners per
age group (10 and under, 11-14,
15-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59,
60-69, 70+), as well as UC Alumni
Decade Awards.

All are welcome and encouraged
to register in advance. Registration
forms can be found at
www.unioncatholic.org.

Mail registration form to: 5K Run
– Joan O’Donnell – Race Director,
Union Catholic High School, 1600
Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076 or online at raceforum.com/
unioncatholic.

EFG Announces New Slate;
Seeks Board Candidates

GARWOOD - The Education
Foundation of Garwood (EFG) is
announced its new slate of officers
for the 2012-2013 year.

The slate is as follows: President,
Tracey Roland; Vice President, Sara
Todisco; Treasurer, Stephen
Napolitano and Secretary, Adele
Lewis.

The EFG is also seeking energetic
new members to serve on its board of
trustees. The EFG Board of Trustees
is comprised of a group of individu-
als whose goal it is to ensure that the
Garwood school district remains
among the very best in the state and
the region.

This is achieved through the fund-
ing of grants for enrichment pro-
grams that focus on technology, cre-
ative writing and reading, and fine
arts. Some recent programs that have
received funding from EFG grants

include enhanced technology, con-
tributions to the expanding Character
Education curriculum and the annual
scholarships to assist worthy
Garwood students.

The key to the past and future suc-
cess of the EFG lies within the active
participation of all members of the
board of trustees. EFG board mem-
bers attend board meetings, serve on
at least one committee, and partici-
pate in fundraising activities. A com-
mitment of three years ensures conti-
nuity of experience on the board.

The Education Foundation of
Garwood welcomes all interested
parties to submit his/her name and
contact information along with a short
statement of why they would like to
join the board of trustees to
EFG@garwoodschools.org or to the
EFG box located in the office of
Lincoln School

SP-F Preschoolers Welcome Monarch
Butterfly, Announce It’s A Boy!

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -
Preschool students at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District’s
Evergreen School were welcomed
by a male Monarch butterfly that was

raised from a chrysalis. Through the
efforts of their teacher, Filma
Marchishin, the students were also
able to see caterpillars hatch from
eggs on the first day of school.

The children will be able to ob-
serve the entire life cycle of a Mon-
arch butterfly during the next few
weeks. As the children study Mon-
arch butterflies, they will learn con-
cepts and skills in literacy, math, sci-
ence, social studies, the arts, and tech-
nology. They will also use their think-
ing skills to investigate, ask ques-
tions, solve problems, make predic-
tions, and test ideas.

This will be a great experience for
these young learners as they begin
preschool.

WELCOME...Preschool students at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood School District’s
Evergreen School welcome a male Monarch butterfly that was raised from a
chrysalis.

SUPPORT THE CAUSE...The Westfield High School Girls’ Volleyball Team will
sponsor its fourth annual volleyball tournament, “Pink Out,” on Friday, October
12, to raise funds and promote public awareness as National Breast Cancer
Awareness Month begins.

Wardlaw-Hartridge
Announces MadJazz

Singers
EDISON – Sharon Byrne, Upper

and Middle School music teacher at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School, has
announced the roster for the 2012-
2013 MadJazz performance group.
This elite group of singers performs
not only at the school, but also in the
community.

Below is the list of this year’s
MadJazz performers:

Soprano I – Brianna Gutierrez of
Metuchen, Samantha Lamparello of
Warren, Julia Linger of Cranford and
Neelam Patel of Edison.

Alto – Sarah Chalabi of Westfield,
Mairead Forrest of Parlin, Makena
Mugambi of Edison and Nikki
Mugambi of Edison.

Tenor – Zach Bialik of Colonia,
Yousaf Razvi of Somerset, Alam
Merchant of Edison and Jack Schildge
of Westfield.

Bass – Alex Barbet of Plainfield,
Nick Davis of Union, Pierre Bouley
of Edison and Zubin Mulji of Edison.

Photo Contest Winners
Announced

WESTFIELD - Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick announced the winners of
his fifth annual photography contest.
Amateur photographers throughout
New Jersey entered the contest and
submitted over 300 pictures.

 “This year’s photos captured the
beauty and great diversity of our
Garden State. New Jersey has so much
to offer, from the numerous state parks
to the endless fun at the Jersey Shore,”
said Assemblyman Bramnick, whose
district includes parts of Union, Mor-
ris and Somerset counties.

The public and media are invited to
a reception honoring the winners on
Sunday, October 7, from 4 to 5 p.m.
in the meeting room of the Westfield
Public Library.

Winners include an overall top prize
winner, a “staff pick” selection and
additional honorable mention win-
ners in each of the categories.

This year’s overall top prize win-
ner went to Vivian Bedoya. The Jer-
sey Shore category winners are: first
place, Bill Cook; second place,
Michael Paglialunga; third place, Jen-
nifer Principato and honorable men-
tion winners: Kevin Papa, Michael
McKenna, Rick Brightly and staff
pick winner, Barbara Wirkus.

In the state park category, Betsy
Bacot-Aigner won first place; sec-
ond place, Gerard Goulson; third
place, Jared Kofsky and honorable
mention went to Joanne Bundonis,
William Weisgerber, Melissa Peterson
and Ian MacPherson.

For the wildlife category, Charles
Clark won first place; second place,
Nick Zmiejeski; third place went to
Jim Mulvey and honorable mention
winners were Michael Horwath,
Robin Smith, Joe Taveroni and Leah
Fenton.

For more information, call Assem-
blyman Bramnick’s office at (908)
232 2073.

SCOTTISH TRADITIONAL...The Highlander Band of Governor Livingston
High School will host the 41st annual “Pageant of Champions” Band Tourna-
ment on Sunday, October 14, beginning at 12:30 p.m. at the high school. The
Highlander Marching Band took first place in the local Tournament of Bands
Chapter 10 tournament in Matawan for Group 1- Open division on September
29 with a score of 84.60. In the rankings of all ten chapters for their group size (31
bands), they are currently ranked first.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“The Master”
Commands Attention

3 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

The Master, a charismatic, intel-
lectual pontificator ingeniously por-
trayed by Philip Seymour Hoffman,
is full of it. Full of the previous life
dogma he’s selling, full of hope for
lost souls in search of meaning, and
full of himself. He says he’s an
M.D. and a Ph.D. Among the things
he’s got us wondering is whether or
not he believes the stuff he spouts.

Equally intriguing, and about as
difficult to comprehend is the
drifter, Joaquin Phoenix’s Freddie
Quell, who, when he traipses into
The Master’s den, completes the
compelling yin and yang of direc-
tor Paul Thomas Anderson’s pre-
carious quinella. Shades of Lenny
in Steinbeck’s “Of Mice and Men,”
he’s a loose cannon looking for his
George.

 But I’m here to tell you not to
take any of this provocative, rather
epic parable to heart…at least not
too terribly. I felt badly for the lady
in the 12th row, right, who, follow-
ing the closing credits of the two
and half hour brainteaser, looked to
her friend and said, “Well, it’s be-
yond me.” Oh, Mamie (she looked
like a Mamie), don’t sell yourself
short.

This is the type of abstract medi-
tation open to any and all interpre-
tations, most of which will say much
more about the viewer than the
movie. The genre reached its influ-
ential peak in the 1960s when
Stanley Kubrick’s “2001: A Space
Odyssey” (1968) brandished equal
parts genius, chutzpah, grace and
mischief. I’m still trying to figure
out that one.

Thus the suggestion is not to let
the inherent inscrutability get in the
way of your entertainment. While
the auteur Anderson’s well-fash-
ioned obscurity, intentional or not,
is an important spice in the motion
picture’s recipe, this isn’t, after all,
a whodunit. Save your befuddle-
ment for things like “The Usual
Suspects” (1995). This one’s for
musing.

So polish the coffee table, bake a
blueberry pie, and plan to invite
your favorite post-movie couple
over for some heady, après film
discussion. “The Master” certainly
supplies the incentive. Beautifully
filmed and boasting at least three
nomination-worthy performances,
the character-driven quandaries and
conundrums are ripe with fascina-
tion.

The scary thought is, there are all
sorts of characters like this in our
everyday world, rubbing elbows
with us, tangentially affecting our
immediate atmosphere if not di-
rectly impacting our lives. Insofar
as Freddie Quell, just out of the
Navy and trying to find his bear-

ings in the aftermath of war, it’s
very lucky if we don’t run into him
in real life.

But here, safe in our seats, we’re
drawn in by the danger he repre-
sents. Suffering posttraumatic
stress, an alcoholic, and unable to
keep a job, thanks to Mr. Phoenix’s
intensely alluring portrayal we won-
der what constitutes such a dam-
aged human. Were the signs there
before WWII? No matter, we can’t
help but feel sorry for the tortured
soul.

 At the other end of the film’s
mental tug-o-war, drawing little
sympathy but just as much of our
wariness, is the equally anguished
title character, simply known to the
authorities as Lancaster Dodd. Uh,
there’s the little matter of an $11,000
debt. Hoffman paints a devilishly
complex portrait, asking us to de-
cide if he is in earnest or a mere
charlatan.

Dodd’s movement, faith-based
only in that you must have total
faith in The Master, calls itself The
Cause. But hark, dear reader, don’t
let the action in the center ring di-
vert your eyes from the gambit’s
anterooms, where Amy Adams’s
Peggy Dodd weaves her web. Subtle
with the acumen of a Bismarck, she is
the Madame Defarge of hubby’s do-
main.

Ooh, she’s a little chilling, and
makes you wonder who’s in charge.
That’s just one of the many question
marks that comprises the scenario.
There is no storyline per se, but rather,
a continually nerve-jangling pano-
ply of beguiling conjectures, query 1
being whether or not Freddie will
succumb to The Master, kill him, kill
himself, or gosh knows what else.

But wait, there’s more. Sewn into
this period piece that takes place in
the late 1940s and early ‘50’s is a
poetic, sociological survey of the
times, with its insight intrinsically
focused on war, peace and the ambi-
guity that is our humanness. Mr.
Anderson (“There Will be Blood”—
2007) has the rare ability to accom-
plish this without seeming pedan-
tic.

Oh, and then there’s that other
thing: the desperate need by most
folks to believe in some explana-
tion of our being, no matter how
outlandish the system. It’s far more
preferable than the oblivious alter-
native. This is smart, bold cinema,
though not without a bit of the
emperor’s new clothes tossed in just
to remind us not to take “The Mas-
ter” on face value.

…
“The Master,” rated R, is a

Weinstein Company release di-
rected by Paul Thomas Anderson
and stars Joaquin Phoenix, Philip
Seymour Hoffman and Amy Adams.
Running time: 137 minutes

Anderson Will Guide
Tours  at Susquehanna

SELINSGROVE, Pa.—Elaine
Anderson, of Westfield, is working as
a student tour guide this year at
Susquehanna University.

To become a tour guide, students
must complete a written application
and personal interview with the ad-
missions staff. Once selected, students
complete an intensive training pro-
gram, followed by additional training
sessions throughout their time on the
job. Training includes shadowing vet-
eran tour guides, becoming familiar
with the admissions process and fre-
quently asked questions, learning to
present important information during
the tour and learning to deal with
challenging situations that may arise
while giving a tour.

Elaine, a junior majoring in psy-
chology, is a 2010 graduate of
Westfield High School and the daugh-
ter of Jennifer and Kevin Anderson.

Reading is good for you!

goleader.com/subscribe


