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Cranford Historical Society
Posts Activities For October
CRANFORD – The Cranford His-

torical Society has announced its
schedule of October activities as the
organization continues to celebrate its
85th anniversary. The Society is dedi-
cated to the perpetuation of Cranford’s
history by continuing to collect mate-
rial relating to and documenting the
township’s past. A variety of events
have been planned for this fall.

The Crane-Phillips House Mu-
seum will once again participate in
Union County’s annual “Four Cen-
turies in a Weekend” program tak-
ing place October 20 and 21. Mem-
bers of the 2nd Rhode Island Volun-
teer Company D will set up an en-
campment on the grounds. Dressed
in Civil War uniforms and period
clothing, they will chat with visitors
and explain how soldiers and their
families lived during the Civil War.

For Halloween, the museum will
be open to the public on Sunday,
October 28, from 2 to 4 p.m. after the
township Halloween Parade. Addi-

tional events are scheduled for No-
vember and December.

The Crane-Phillips House Museum
is located at 124 North Union Avenue
in Cranford. The museum is open
most Sundays from 2 to 4 p.m. from
September through Memorial Day.

The 150th anniversary of the
American Civil War began in 2011
and runs until 2015. On October 27,
2009, the Township of Cranford
adopted a resolution designating the
Cranford Historical Society as the
lead organization for celebrating that
period of American history. The So-
ciety has been sponsoring educa-
tional and entertaining programs,
such as concerts, lectures and films,
throughout the anniversary to
broaden public awareness of the
transformative events leading to the
conclusion of that conflict.

For further information, call the
historical society’s office at (908)
276-0082 or visit its website,
cranfordhistoricalsociety.org.

POLICE BLOTTER
Fanwood PD to Participate

In ‘Put Brakes on Fatalities’
FANWOOD – Motorists in New Jer-

sey and throughout the nation are asked
to join a day-long effort on Wednesday,
October 10, 2012, designed to increase
awareness about safe driving behav-
iors and keep the state’s roadways fa-
tality-free for one day.

Known as “Put The Brakes On
Fatalities Day,” this national initia-
tive was designed to unite the coun-
try in moving toward zero fatalities
for one full day by encouraging mo-
torists to obey all traffic laws, in-
cluding buckling up, every ride; driv-
ing the posted speed limit; avoiding
distractions while driving and al-
ways being safe and sober behind
the wheel.

To support this effort, the Fanwood
Police Department will increase pa-
trols to step up its continuing proac-
tive approach of enforcing and edu-
cating the public on safe driving
behaviors.

Last year in New Jersey, 627 indi-
viduals lost their lives in motor ve-

hicle-related crashes, up from 556 in
2010. Although nationally there is a
downward trend in motor vehicle fa-
talities, in 2011 in New Jersey fatali-
ties increased over 2010 by 71 deaths.

“Clearly, this effort will go a long
way in our continuing efforts to stem
the tide of tragedies that occur every
day on New Jersey’s roadways,”
Fanwood Police Chief Richard Trigo
said. “Shining the spotlight on this
one day can help create a
groundswell of support for good
driving behaviors that can carry over
throughout the year.

“‘Put the Brakes on Fatalities Day’
not only raises awareness about the
individual responsibility we have for
our driving behaviors, but also en-
gages drivers in making positive
changes behind the wheel every day
of the year,” the chief added.

Additional information on “Put
the Brakes on Fatalities Day” is avail-
able by logging onto
brakesonfatalities.org.

Social Security Decisions
For Married Couples

Brian J. Power

WESTFIELD – In my last ar-
ticle, I wrote about how using the
traditional “break-even” analysis
to determine when to start receiv-
ing Social Security benefits leaves
out several factors that a person
should look at. These factors in-
clude investment risk of your port-
folio assets, longevity
risk, inflation risk and
the financial risk caused
by the death of a spouse.

When the combined
benefits for a married
couple are taken into
consideration, the
analysis becomes much
more complex. You
must take into account
each spouse’s age, their
combined life expect-
ancies, the benefit
based on each spouse’s
own earnings record, as well as the
spousal benefit.

Under the Senior Citizens’ Free-
dom to Work Act of 2000, a pri-
mary worker can “file and suspend”
his own benefits upon reaching full
retirement age in order to initiate
spousal benefits while continuing
to build delayed retirement credits
for his primary benefit. Many
people do not understand this rule,
but it can provide the optimal solu-
tion for married couples where the
spousal benefit (one-half of the pri-
mary worker’s benefit) is higher
than the benefit based on the lower-

earning spouse’s own earnings
record and where the lower-earn-
ing spouse is younger than the pri-
mary working spouse. Of great sig-
nificance is the survivor income
protection this strategy provides: If
the primary worker dies first, the
spousal benefit will drop off and

the spouse will begin re-
ceiving the primary
worker’s benefit, made
higher due to the delay
in the onset of benefits.

Brian J. Power, CFP®,
AIF®, M.S., Principal and
Wealth Management Ad-
visor of Gateway Advisory,
LLC, offers comprehen-
sive financial planning and
investment management to
individuals and couples ap-
proaching retirement at his
office, 900 South Avenue

West in Westfield, N.J. Phone: (908)
233-8100. E-mail:
bpower@gatewayadvisory.com.
Website: www.gatewayadvisory.com.

Individuals and couples looking
to receive true independent retire-
ment planning advice will find
hands-on, caring guidance designed
to simplify your financial affairs
and align them with your family
values and aspirations in the office
of Brian J. Power, CFP®, AIF®,
M.S.
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Keeping Your Pets Healthy
During Fall and Winter

WESTFIELD – As the weather turns
cooler, it is important to consider how
seasonal changes affect your pets.
Most dogs and cats are better off in-
doors, except when taken out for exer-
cise. When you take your
pets out on colder days,
you should stay outside
with them. When you are
cold enough to go inside,
they probably are, too.

If you absolutely must
leave them outside for a
significant length of time,
make sure they have a
warm, solid shelter against
the wind, heavy bedding
and plenty of non-frozen
water.

Ethylene glycol, the
major ingredient in anti-
freeze, attracts both dogs and cats
because of its sweet taste. However,
it is extremely poisonous. As little as
one teaspoon can prove fatal. If you
suspect your pet may have ingested
any antifreeze, contact your veteri-
narian or Westfield Animal Hospital
immediately.

Rock salt is another substance to
be wary of in the fall and winter
months. As it is abrasive, it may cut

into an animal’s paws and burn their
mouths. Animals may eat rock salt,
which can cause vomiting and other
intestinal problems. Make sure you
wipe your pet’s feet when bringing

them inside.
Monthly heartworm

and flea and tick preven-
tative care is often over-
looked in the fall and win-
ter months. In our area,
mosquitoes are present
year-round, which trans-
mit heartworm, a poten-
tially fatal disease. Also,
most monthly heartworm
tablets prevent against in-
testinal parasites like
hookworms and round-
worms. Fleas and ticks
also can be found year-

round, especially in wooded areas
and around wildlife. Lyme disease is
very prevalent in our area and is trans-
mitted by ticks. Make sure you con-
tinue your pet’s preventative medi-
cine year-round. Following these tips
will help ensure you and your pets
have a wonderful winter.

Westfield Animal Hospital, located
at 357 South Avenue East, is a full
service animal hospital committed to
providing personalized care for your
pets. Dr. Anthony Loomis and his
staff are available six days a week to
examine your pets and provide a per-
sonal protocol for each of your ani-
mals. Call today, (908) 233-6030, to
schedule a Free Exam and to discuss
preventative medicine for your pets.
Make sure to ask about our specials
on preventative care. Free exam for
new patients only, please.
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Animal Blessing to Be
Held Sunday at Trinity

CRANFORD – A Blessing of Ani-
mals ceremony will be held during
the 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. services this
Sunday, October 7, at the Trinity
Episcopal Church, located at 119
Forest Avenue at the corner of For-
est and North Avenues in Cranford.

Inspired by St. Francis of Assisi’s
legendary love for animals, Bless-
ing of the Animals has become an
annual event celebrating the bond
of love and companionship shared
between people and their pets.

“Anatole France’s quote, ‘Until
one has loved an animal, a part of
one’s soul remains unawakened,’
says it best,” said the Reverend Dr.
Gina Walsh-Minor, rector of the
Trinity Episcopal Church.

The public is invited to bring their
pets to receive a blessing. Cats and
birds should be kept in carriers and
cages and dogs on leashes. People also
are invited to bring in photographs of
pets that are too ill to attend or that are
deceased to receive a blessing. Small
children who do not have pets also may
bring in stuffed animals to be blessed.

For additional information, call the
Trinity Episcopal Church office at (908)
276-4047 or visit trinitycranford.org/.

Elks Breakfast Set
For This Sunday

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Elks will hold their
monthly Family Breakfast this Sun-
day, October 7, from 8 a.m. to noon.
It will take place at the Elks Lodge,
located at 1193 Route 22, East, in
Mountainside. All are welcome; in-
dividuals do not have to be an Elks
member to attend.

Participants may order pancakes,
French toast, bacon, sausage, eggs, hash
browns, wheat or white toast, juice,
coffee and tea. The cost for this all-you-
can-eat breakfast is $6. Children under
age 6 may attend for free. For more
information, call (908) 232-9667.

HISTORIC HOUSE…The Crane-Phillips House Museum, located at 124
North Union Avenue in Cranford, is the site for a variety of events hosted by
the Cranford Historical Society. It will be among the venues for Union
County’s annual “Four Centuries in a Weekend” program on October 20 and
21. The museum is open most Sunday afternoons from 2 to 4 p.m., September
through May.

Westfield
Thursday, September 27, police

responded to the 800 block of Forest
Avenue to investigate a report of a
motor vehicle burglary in progress.
Upon arriving at the scene they de-
tained two possible suspects. Accord-
ing to police, further investigation
revealed that Aswad A. Turner, 18, of
Plainfield and a 15-year-old male
juvenile from Westfield allegedly at-
tempted to forcibly gain entry into a
parked and unoccupied motor ve-
hicle. Both suspects were transported
to police headquarters for process-
ing. The juvenile was released to a
parent. The Westfield Police
Department’s Detective Bureau will
follow up with the investigation.
Turner was charged with attempted
burglary and issued a summons with
a court date in Superior Court in
Elizabeth.

Thursday, September 27, police re-
covered multiple items in the area of
Orchard Street, the parking lot for the
tennis courts. The items included a
Combi Cosmo stroller, a yellow-and-
pink jacket, a white sweater and a
purple sippy cup. They were held for
safekeeping at police headquarters.

Thursday, September 27, a resi-
dent of the 600 block of First Street
reported being the victim of fraud.
The victim stated that she wired
$4,000 in cash from a Watchung store
after being told her grandson was in
jail in Mexico City.

Thursday, September 27, a resi-
dent of Sherwood Parkway reported
being the victim of a theft. Someone
unknown gained entry to an unlocked
motor vehicle and removed items
from the car valued at approximately
$138, along with miscellaneous pa-
perwork.

Friday, September 28, a resident
found a black wallet, containing cash
and miscellaneous cards, on the 1200
block of Prospect Street. The prop-
erty was inventoried and secured in
the Westfield Police Department
property locker.

Friday, September 28, a Ripley
Avenue resident reported being the
victim of fraud. The victim stated
that someone unknown used a credit
card to obtain $200 in gift cards.

Saturday, September 29, Kyle
Fleming, 24, of Westfield was ar-
rested on the 200 block of East South
Avenue on an outstanding Scotch
Plains warrant for $89. He was pro-
cessed and released on his own re-
cognizance after posting bail.

Saturday, September 29, a resident
of the 700 block of Carleton Road
reported a burglary in which some-
one unknown gained entry to an un-
locked garage and removed a bicycle,
which was then abandoned in the
front yard.

Saturday, September 29, police
were dispatched to the wooded area
north of Dunham Avenue on a report
of three suspicious juveniles enter-
ing the woods. Officers located the
three individuals and smelled the
odor of burnt marijuana. As they
approached the youths, they began
to flee towards Tice Place. After a
brief foot chase, two of the three
suspects were apprehended. Accord-
ing to police, they were two males,
ages 15 and 17, from Westfield. The
pair was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released to
their parents. The matter was for-
warded to the Westfield Police De-
partment Juvenile Bureau pending
charges of obstructing administra-
tion of law and possession of drug
paraphernalia.

Sunday, September 30, Dave
Claiborne, 24, of Green Brook was
arrested on an outstanding Elmwood
Park traffic warrant for $81, pursuant
to an investigation at East South Av-
enue and Cacciola Place. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released on posted bail.

Fanwood
Sunday, September 23, Manual

Loarca, 31, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI). Accord-
ing to police, the officer had ob-
served the vehicle weaving, and while
speaking with the driver, could detect
a strong odor of an alcoholic bever-
age coming from the vehicle. The
driver was asked to exit the vehicle
for a field sobriety test, which he was
unable to perform, police said. Loarca
was processed and released to a re-
sponsible person.

Monday, September 24, Osniel
Hernandez, 29, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on the 300 block of South Avenue on
an active warrant out of Roselle. He
was processed, posted bail and re-
leased.

Tuesday, September 25, Fernando
Lourenco, 50, of North Plainfield
was arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop on the 60 block of South
Avenue and charged with DWI. Ac-
cording to police, while the officer
was speaking with the driver, he
could detect a strong odor of an
alcoholic beverage coming from in-
side the vehicle, and asked the driver
to exit the vehicle to perform field
sobriety tests, which the driver was
unable to perform. Lourenco was
processed and released to a respon-
sible person.

Thursday, September 27, a busi-
ness on the 70 block of South Avenue
was burglarized and items with a
value of $100 were removed.

Saturday, September 29, a resident
of the 20 block of Cray Terrace re-
ported a burglary at her house, at
which time jewelry and other items,
valued at $ 5,000, were removed.

Scotch Plains
Monday, September 24, the owner

of a Route 22 store reported that
sometime overnight someone threw
paint at his building, causing dam-
age.

Tuesday, September 25, the man-
ager of a Route 22 gas station re-
ported that a customer received ap-
proximately $25 in gas and then left
without paying.

Wednesday, September 26, a resi-
dent of Cellar Avenue reported that
sometime overnight someone re-
moved his motor vehicle, which was
parked in front of his house.

Wednesday, September 26, a resi-
dent of Park Avenue reported some-
one made approximately $500 in
purchases on her credit card without
her authorization.

Thursday, September 27, the man-
ager of a business on Raritan Road
reported that sometime over the last
few weeks someone cut the copper
wiring from the cell tower.

Thursday, September 27, Dawn
Doughlin, 34, of Scotch Plains was
arrested after a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road on an outstanding
$190 warrant issued by the East
Orange Court. She was transported
to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Thursday, September 27, Thomas
Gray, 66, of Plainfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Route
22 on an outstanding $1,411 warrant
issued by the Scotch Plains Court. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Saturday, September 29, Scotch
Plains police responded to a report of
a house fire on the 1900 block of
Mountain Avenue. According to po-
lice, when officers arrived, there were
residents on the roof, at which time
the officers got a ladder and rescued
several people. An officer was taken
to Overlook Medical Center in Sum-
mit, treated for smoke inhalation and
released, authorities reported. The
cause and origin of the fire is under
investigation by the Scotch Plains
Fire Department.

Saturday, September 29, Ronald
Williams, 55, of Watchung was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on
Park Avenue on an outstanding $1,195
warrant issued by the North
Brunswick Court. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released.

Saturday, September 29, a resident
of Jackson Avenue reported that
sometime overnight someone re-
moved her motor vehicle, which was
parked in her driveway.

Monday, October 1, Jermain Miller,
33, of Scotch Plains was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Moun-
tain Avenue on an outstanding no-
bail warrant issued by the Essex
County Court. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
turned over to the Essex County
Sheriff’s Department.

Mountainside
Tuesday, September 25, an em-

ployee at a New Providence Road
hospital reported that she has been
receiving harassing phone calls from
an unknown female who threatens
her. According to police, it appears
that the suspect accessed her contact
list, since they also have been re-
ceiving similar calls, and her wire-
less company informed her that her
password had been changed without
her knowledge. The number that the
calls originated from has been turned
over to the detective bureau and the
incident is under investigation.

Tuesday, September 25, patrons of
a Route 22 theater reported that while
they were in the theater, someone
removed their motorcycles, described
as a blue, 2009 Suzuki and a blue,
2011 Suzuki.

Wednesday, September 26, police
responded to an incident on Darby
Lane involving a report of threats
being made against a landscaper.
According to police, while a land-
scaper was cutting the grass at a
Darby Lane residence, a neighbor
came out of his residence screaming
and threatening the victim over
where he puts the leaves. No charges
were filed.

Wednesday, September 26, a resi-
dent of Old Tote Road reported that
she witnessed a classmate throwing
eggs at her residence and then saw
her drive away in a blue Audi fol-
lowed by a brown SUV. According to
police, the victim stated that she did
not get along with the suspect but did
not know what provoked the inci-
dent. The report has been turned over
to the detective bureau.

Friday, September 28, Robert E.
Nguidjol, 21, of Newark was picked
up at the Union Police Department
on an outstanding warrant.

Sunday, September 30, Janae R.
Rogers, 23, of Newark was arrested
and charged with DWI after she was
found asleep at the wheel of her mo-
tor vehicle, with her foot on the brake,
in the fast lane of Route 22 at 5:45
a.m. She was processed and released
pending a court date.

Monday, October 1, Danny T.
Mukendi, 30, of Belleville was ar-
rested for allegedly driving with a
suspended license after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Route 22.
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