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SP Mayor Cand. Glover Should
Relinquish Taxpayer-Funded Benefits
I must agree that the fact that Scotch

Plains Councilman Kevin Glover
takes $25,000 worth of yearly tax-
payer-funded health benefits for him
and his family is outrageous.

The fact that New Jersey (state)
government made it illegal for part-
time council members to take these
benefits two years ago necessitating
Mr. Glover to be “grand-fathered” in
order to continue with his township
health insurance, makes matters

worse.
If we re-elect Mr. Glover as our

mayor for a four-year term, we guar-
antee handing him another $100,000
of taxpayer dollars at a time when we
can least afford to do so.

I join the call for Councilman
Glover to relinquish his family health
benefits immediately.

Craig Clark
Scotch Plains

Congrats to WF Voters
For ‘Common Sense’
Congratulations to the voters of

Westfield for using common sense at
the polls. The last time the school
board got slapped down for underes-
timating the voters was when they
tried to give the voters a choice of a
swimming pool or a sunken gymna-
sium.

It’s time to bring back the Joint
Civic Committee. I think that was
about 1960 at that time politics played
no part in the election of school board
members. The joint civic committee
was composed of two members from
each town-wide civic organization.
School teachers were included, but
did not have a vote. Candidates who
were picked were assured of election
and did not have to run, enabling the
town to get candidates with experi-
ence in all business necessary to run
something as complicated as the
school system.

Hint, they were NOT school teach-
ers. I was treasurer of the committee,
representing the junior chamber of
commerce.

L.J.(Jack) McHugh
Warminster, Pa.

Westfield School Board Has Lost
Credibility With The Voters

Our form of government is bril-
liant, the best in the world. But we
could take a lesson from our British
ally. The prime minister and his or
her government, which lose a vote of
confidence in the House of Com-
mons over a major piece of legisla-
tion, resigns and a new national elec-
tion is called.

The voters of Westfield resound-
ingly voted no on the proposed
$16,900,000 bond referendum,
which the school board had most
enthusiastically and unanimously
proposed and had most enthusiasti-
cally and unanimously supported.
The vote in the election was 3,874 no
and 1,508 yes. The referendum was
defeated in all of Westfield’s 25 vot-
ing districts. Officials remarked that

the 25-percent voter turnout was high
for a special election and also high
for a board of education election.

The voters indicated not only that
they did not approve of the proposed
bond issue, but took issue with the
judgment of the school board in pro-
posing and supporting the bond is-
sue.

Thus the school board has lost so
much credibility with a majority of
the voters that it has no proper choice
but to resign en masse.

Such a step would be unprec-
edented, but then this massive defeat
of a very major school board initia-
tive can have no other effect.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Visit Independence Hall In Philly And
Learn About the Constitution

I and many others agree with former
Assemblyman Richard Merkt that our
Constitution is not broken as pro-
claimed by the Star-Ledger’s Tom
Moran. Mr. Merkt’s views on the
protections provided in this unique
document prevents the concerns that
he raised and which are shared by
many. When I read Mr. Moran’s edi-
torial on September 16, 2012, I was
horrified by his contention.

Mr. Merkt contention’s that the
Electoral College does provide a de-
finitive conclusion and without it,
one can only wonder what impact of
hanging chads would have across the
entire country, not just in Florida.

The idea to meter the number of
Senators per the population of a state
would only lead to heavily weighting
the power of Congress to only a few
states. One can only imagine what
our country would look like if Cali-
fornia could dictate policy for the
nation. The equalization of Congress
was brilliantly handled by our fore
fathers by the creation of the House
of Representatives, which is depen-
dent on population as desired my Mr.
Moran.

Mr. Moran’s contention to allow
the President to appoint Congress

raises the concern of a dictatorship.
We are already experiencing exces-
sive use of executive orders, whereby
congress’s constitutional responsibili-
ties are being bypassed. Once again
Mr. Merkt is on target that this thought
would have a significant negative
impact.

I suggest that Mr. Moran do what I
did this week and visit Independence
Hall in Philadelphia and learn about
Constitution and its creation. Here he
would have learned that its writers
saw the need for the change he sup-
ports, however, they made it difficult
on purpose such to prevent change
being abused. Anyone who would
like to change our Constitution, be
forewarned if the three examples that
were cited is the change that is de-
sired do not schedule a party to cel-
ebrate its passing, because many of
us agree with Mr. Merkt and will
defend our nation’s Constitution as it
is written.

An uncountable number of Ameri-
cans have done just that and pledged
to defend it and have fought and died
as a result of that pledge.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Success of WF Chamber Directly
Related to Strength of Our Members
Thank you, in advance, for taking

the time to read this letter of introduc-
tion. I have just taken over the posi-
tion of executive director of the
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce (WACC) and want our
members to know about my inten-
tions to facilitate the Chamber’s suc-
cess.

My role is to support the Board of
Directors in pursuing the mission
statement, as defined in our five-year
strategic plan. Our more immediate
goals and objectives center primarily
around brand identity, positioning the
Chamber, and making sure that we
have a healthy membership base from
which to realize talent equity. Those
issues are what will drive my efforts.

The success of the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce is directly related to the strength
of our membership, both in number,
and in quality. Energetic individuals,
pursuing continued growth will de-
fine the heights we can reach. A strong
Chamber relies upon strong, active
members.

The intellectual capital, and busi-

ness know-how, of our members is
really the driving force behind our
value proposition. Through relation-
ships, we share...time, experience,
connections, and customers. A plus
is that, in pursuing our success, the
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce builds value for our com-
munities.

Members are able to be active
through committee activities, leader-
ship opportunities, and relationship
building. I want to encourage each
member to become involved. The
more time you invest in the Chamber,
the more benefits you and your busi-
ness will receive in return!

I am delighted to be part of the
exciting present, and promising fu-
ture, of the Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce. Please feel
free to call me at the Chamber office
to discuss how we can partner for
success. I can be reached at (908)
233-3021.

Heather Robinson
Executive Director

WACC

Science, Engineering and Math Should
Be A Priority Over Turf Fields

I spoke to many people leading up to
the recent vote on the school bond, and
the discussions were very consistent.
No one wanted the linking of a neces-
sity (roof repair) to a “nice to have”
(lighted turf field). The rejection of the
recent school bond referendum made
the informal survey official.

As I wrote in a previous letter to the
editor, according to New Jersey
Monthly magazine, Westfield High
did well as far as student perfor-
mance on test scores (top 15). How-
ever, it appears that school environ-
ment criteria (class size, student fac-
ulty ratio, percent faculty with ad-
vanced degrees, number of AP
classes, etc.) brought WHS down in
the rankings to 49.

Investment in academics and asso-
ciated facilities will always have a
strong ROI, not just for our property
values, but also for the long-term
achievement of our children. I be-
lieve that if the bond referendum had
linked roof repair to investment in
other academic facilities it would have
passed. Our long-term competitive
position in the global market comes
from investment in academic fields,

particularly STEM fields. Support-
ing academic competitions such as
the FIRST Robotics program and
Math Team at the high school level
should be a priority over turf fields
for athletic competition.

Companies looking to recruit can-
didates in engineering, physics, biol-
ogy and math increasingly must look
overseas to find qualified candidates.
Education for these fields begins in
middle and high school and we should
direct our investment here.

Nicholas Karter
Westfield

How Do We Bury Charlie?
Achieving Closure, Finding Kin

The life of Westfield resident Charles Hanson, Jr.
ended on a sad note last month when he passed away
alone at his home. Responding to concerns over his
welfare, Westfield Fire Department personnel dis-
covered him there after being forced to break into his
apartment.

While Charlie was long a part of the Westfield
community, the task of making funeral or burial
arrangements for him has been stymied by the diffi-
culty of locating his next of kin or the executor of his
estate. Presently, his body is being held in Hillside, we
understand, pending further instructions.

Multiple efforts recently have been made in an
attempt to locate whoever would be authorized to
handle his arrangements. The Westfield Police De-
partment, The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, along with various people who knew
Charlie from town, had looked into the matter and
made inquiries in an attempt to resolve the situation.

On Monday, the police department confirmed that
authorities had notified the next of kin, believed to
live in another state, and that the Westfield Police
Department is assisting in helping to locate a will.
According to the police department, the next of kin
can then proceed with making arrangements.

Friends fondly remember Charlie as a 1964 Westfield
High School graduate, a Vietnam Navy veteran and a
regular at the former Jolly Trolley in Westfield, where
he enjoyed the company of fellow townspeople. He
also was retired from Prudential (AT&T), but the
company would not release any personal information
except to an authorized person. Those who knew
Charlie have been anxious to see him given a proper
farewell, but any action first requires the appropriate
person be contacted. With notification of Charlie’s
next of kin, perhaps this will bring closure to friends
who cared for Charlie and want to see his final journey

end with peace and dignity.
His parents, George, Sr. and Carolyn, both now

deceased, were residents of Westfield and active in
the Garwood Presbyterian Church. The Gray Funeral
Home of Westfield handled their arrangements.
Charles, Jr. had no siblings. Charlie reportedly had a
will, but it needs to be located.

Contacted last week by The Leader and The Times,
Union County Surrogate James LaCorte responded
that typically in circumstances where next of kin
cannot be readily located, “friends come forward as
now and agree to pay for the funeral with the under-
standing that they will be reimbursed by the decedent’s
estate. Forty days after the death, if no one has come
forward, the person or persons who paid the funeral
expenses can apply to serve as administrator because
they are a creditor. Then the estate can move forward.
This is the best that can be done in these circum-
stances.”

Unfortunately, this type of situation is not a rarity.
Mr. LaCorte, whose responsibilities include probat-
ing wills, appointing executors and administrators for
estates and naming guardians and trustees, frequently
gives talks to members of the public on estate plan-
ning and related topics. Such planning can ultimately
ease the burden for grieving family and friends. For
further information on services available through the
Union County Surrogate’s Office, call (908) 527-
4280 or access ucnj.org/government/surrogate/.

We understand that cousin(s) of Charlie have been
located in Minnesota. Still, time is required to sort out
the legal details of who will be validated as the
executor of the estate, and what action will then be
taken. Charlie must wait a little longer, but he has the
time now to wait.

Perhaps in the end, Charlie will be laid to rest in
Fairview Cemetery next to his father and mother.

Miss Fanny Wood
Thanks Everyone

Many thanks to the entire Fanny
Wood Day Committee for staging the
successful 17th Annual Fanny Wood
Day held this past Sunday. Led by co-
chairs Steven and Jason Parker of K-
9 Resorts, the team made this tremen-
dous undertaking look effortless.

Our hometown was on full display
this entire weekend, kicked off with
Friday’s reception at the Pat Kuran
Cultural Arts Center where local pho-
tographers displayed their entries in
the “Fotos of Fanwood” contest. And
on Saturday, residents had to smile as
Fanny Wood Day made the front page
of the Star-Ledger with “Missing
Persons Got Nothing on Fanny,” an
amusing take about our legendary
Fanny Wood.

On Sunday, Fanwood was looking
her very best as upwards of 15,000
enjoyed our downtown filled with a
wonderful array of local and area
merchants, music, food, family fun
and games! A big thank you to all the
Fanwood business that sponsored so
many of the events held throughout
the day.

It may not be said enough, but the
entire community appreciates the
time and effort of all the volunteers
who worked to make this weekend a
huge success. It makes me very proud
to serve in this close-knit community
where folks share such a strong com-
mitment to one another.

Colleen Mahr
Fanwood Mayor

Hugo Chavez’s Gift to Obama: The Open Veins of Latin
America ...About the U.S. Pillaging of South America

To respond to John Robison’s chal-
lenge for “three concrete unambiguous
examples of apologies in speeches given
by President Obama,” there are no smok-
ing gun examples where Obama comes
right out and says, “I apologize for all of
America’s past sins or for who we are.”
He never said that in a public speech.

What we seen from the leader of the
world’s only super power are: i) expres-
sions of equivalency with countries that
are not our equal, ii) admissions of mis-
takes, iii) unilateral appeasements and iv)
denouncements of actions for which the
government had no responsibility.

I do not think a policy of such expres-
sions of weakness/humbleness have ever
been the policy of a U.S. President. These
words coming from the most powerful
world leader carry great meaning and
significance – and they have not worked
to make the world love us.

There are dozens to choose from on the
Internet. The following are my “unam-
biguous” examples of each of the three
main apology varieties:

Apology for our action – The most
recent State department ‘apology’ – not
from Obama’s lips and the word apology
is never used – relates to an anti-Muslim
film. The U.S. government had nothing
to do with this and it has been widely
perceived as an apology. Issued on Sep-
tember 11, 2012 the statement was: “We

firmly reject the actions by those who
abuse the universal right of free speech to
hurt the religious beliefs of others.”

Equivalency – On April 17, 2009,
Obama told the leaders of Cuba, Venezu-
ela, Bolivia and Haiti, “I pledge to you
that we seek an equal partnership. There
is no senior partner and no junior partner.
The United States will be willing to ac-
knowledge past errors where those errors
have been made.” For his equivalency
pledge, Hugo Chavez gave him a copy of
a book written by Eduardo Galeano called
“The Open Veins of Latin America,” a
book about the United States’ pillaging
of South America written in Spanish.

Equivalency – In November 2009, in
China, after criticizing China for its hu-
man rights history, Obama added, “We
are not perfect…If you talk to women in
America, they will tell you there are still
men who have a lot of old-fashioned
ideals about the role of women in soci-
ety.” Really? China’s human rights record
is equivalent to our old-fashioned ideals
about the role of women?

Mistake – On May 21, 2009, while
speaking at the National Archives in
Washington, D.C. about the aftermath of
the 9/11 attacks, Obama said: “Unfortu-
nately, faced with an uncertain threat, our
government made a series of hasty deci-
sions. I believe that many of these deci-
sions were motivated by a sincere desire

to protect the American people. …that all
too often our government trimmed facts
and evidence to fit ideological predispo-
sitions. Instead of strategically applying
our power and our principles, too often
we set those principles aside as luxuries
that we could no longer afford.” “In other
words, we went off course.”

Mistake – On June 4, 2009, Cairo,
Egypt, Obama said, “9/11 was an enor-
mous trauma to our country. The fear and
anger that it provoked was understand-
able, but in some cases, it led us to act
contrary to our traditions and our ideals.
We are taking concrete actions to change
course.”

Appeasement actions – i) campaigned
on unconditional engagement with Iran –
no conditions for nuclear enrichment pro-
gram negotiations, ii) on September 17,
2009, cancelled the deployment of anti-
missile defenses to Poland and the Czech
Republic, and iii) on March 26, 2010,
announced that the U.S. and Russia agreed
to the New START Treaty calling for
deep weapons reductions and updated
improved verification rules that would
drop our strategic weapons arsenal to
1,550 warheads – one-third below previ-
ous agreed levels that primarily affected
the USA.

Richard Sauerwein
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Jagat – In Hinduism, animate be-

ings
2. Protist – Any one-celled plant or

animal
3. Rief – Robbery
4. Curmudgeon – A miser; cantanker-

ous fellow

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

RIDENT
1. Pungent; foul smelling
2. The quality of being wise; common

sense
3. Laughing, smiling, or grinning
4. Very angry; irate

ANACLASIS
1. Deviation of the spine laterally
2. A suppression of the flow of blood

in an organ or tissue
3. Bending backwards
4. A sharp pain in the buttocks

PANTOFLE
1. The charred wick of a candle
2. A slipper
3. A daydream
4. A loud clanging noise

CHAMADE
1. Very small amount; a pinch
2. Utter dismay; astonishment
3. A midieval wind instrument similar

to the trombone
4. In military usage, a signal for retreat

or ceasefire

See more letters on page 5
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