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Gottko Elected Pres.-Elect
Of Public Works Assoc.

WESTFIELD  – Edward A. Gottko,
former Westfield town administrator
and engineer, was recently elected
president-elect of the American Pub-
lic Works Association (APWA.)
Elected by the Association’s 28,500
members, Mr. Gottko serves in this
leadership position on the 17-mem-
ber board of directors.

Mr. Gottko will assume the presi-
dency of APWA in 2013. His career
in public works began in 1970 as the
assistant city engineer for the City of
Bayonne. In 1979 he was appointed
the town engineer/director of public
works for Westfield and in 1994  he
was named town administrator. In
2000 he retired from public service
and now serves as an adjunct profes-
sor at several colleges in New York
and New Jersey.

“I look forward to continuing to
serve our members throughout North
America. APWA will support our
members’ efforts as they build liv-
able communities. We will deliver
professional development and edu-

cation services for all members, ad-
vocate for infrastructure investment
before the U.S. Congress, support
sustainability, strengthen our inter-
national relations, and stress the criti-
cal role public works plays in emer-
gency management. I’m both hon-
ored and excited to be on the fore-
front of those initiatives with APWA,”
Mr. Gottko said.

Mr. Gottko has been a member
of the APWA Board of Directors
since September 9, 2007. He re-
ceived the Donald C. Stone Award
for Excellence in Education in
2002, and recently served as a
member of the certification and
education task force. He has served
as a member and chaired the fi-
nance committee (2008-2010),
served on the Master’s Degree Task
Force (chairman, 2005-2006) and
the education committee (2004).
He is a past president of the New
Jersey Chapter of APWA and has
also chaired the chapter’s educa-
tion and training committee.

County Prosecutor Warns of
Phone, Internet Scammers

Apply for Passports Now to
Avoid Holiday Travel Snags

ELIZABETH – Over the last sev-
eral weeks the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office has experienced
a rise in the number of complaints
from residents who say they are be-
ing subjected to attempted fraud via
telephone calls and Internet corre-
spondence.

Often scammers will pose as offi-
cials asking for credit card or bank-
ing information, saying they are call-
ing on behalf of a jailed relative, or a
friend in immediate financial trouble,
said Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow.

“The scammers will talk quickly,
with a sense of urgency. A kind hu-
man response is to react quickly with-
out fully considering the facts,” Mr.
Romankow said. “This is what the
scammers want. The faster they can
get your money the faster they can
disappear, often without a trace.”
Recently an employee of the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office was sub-
ject to one of these calls as was a
relative of state Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains).
In both cases the scammer’s attempt
to obtain money was unsuccessful.

“After witnessing this firsthand, I’m
sharing what happened to highlight
this reoccurring scam. Scammers prey
on the elderly with tales of possible
imprisonment or serious injury to a
loved one. I urge anyone who sus-

pects this scam to contact the
prosecutor’s office immediately. Al-
ways beware of callers who ask for
personal banking information and
urge you not to discuss with other
family members.”

Prosecutor Romankow said there
are simple steps that people should
take so avoid being scammed: Never
give a credit card number or bank
account number over the telephone
unless you have initiated the call;
never give a telemarketer any per-
sonal information including medical
information, Social Security or
driver’s license numbers; never agree
to any offer until seeing it in writing.
If a caller states that they are calling
on behalf of a family member, reach
out to that family member or others
before committing resources. Take
time to carefully consider what the
person is saying, ask for the name of
the caller and a phone number. If they
refuse or are elusive with answers it is
likely a scam.

Those who feel like they have been
the victim of a scam are asked to call
the New Jersey Division of Consumer
Affairs at Contact 1-800-242-5846
(toll free within New Jersey) or (973)
504-6200, visit
www.NJConsumerAffairs.gov or
write Division of Consumer Affairs,
Consumer Service Center, P.O. Box
45025 Newark, N.J. 07101.

THE REMACH!..Westfield Fourth Ward Councilman Keith Loughlin held his
second annual Keith’s Kickball Game fundraiser at Echo Lake Park on Saturday.

Pointe to Host Candidates
For Garwood Council

GARWOOD – Candidates for
Garwood Borough Council will
appear at the Pointe, the condo-
minium complex between Maple
and Chestnut Streets, during Oc-
tober, and Garwood residents have
been invited to attend the sessions.

“We see this as an important op-

portunity to learn what the candi-
dates stand for,” said Marc Epstein,
president of the condominium’s
board. “We hope our neighbors share
our interest and will join us.”

The Democratic candidates, Will-
iam Nierstedt and Ann Palmer, will
appear at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Oc-
tober 11. The Republicans, Timothy
Hak and Michael Martin, will speak
later in October on a date to be deter-
mined.

In each case, the candidates will
explain why they’re running, what
problems they plan to address, what
they foresee for the borough and why
their proposals are more appealing
than those of their opponents. At-
tendees will be welcome to ask ques-
tions and to enjoy light refreshments
after each discussion.

Each event will begin at 7:30 p.m.
in the clubhouse at the Pointe. Park-
ing is available in the large lot behind
the commercial buildings on North
Avenue between Maple and Chest-
nut Streets. A stairway leads from the
lot to the clubhouse.

Human Relations Panel to
Host Foreclosure Forum

COUNTY – A public education
forum, “Foreclosure: Moving From
Fear To Positive Action,” will be held
on Thursday, October 11, from 6 to
7:30 p.m. at the Rahway Public Li-
brary, 2 City Hall Plaza. The event is
free and open to the public.

The forum is designed to provide
guidance to property owners fearing or
facing foreclosure issues, and to help
tenants in properties with foreclosure
issues. Free parking is available and the
facility is wheelchair accessible.

“Understandably, anyone who is
fearing or facing foreclosure is anx-
ious and scared,” stated Barbara Boyer,
co-chairwoman of the Union County
Human Relations Commission. “We
are trying to spread the word that there
are free resources that are offered on a
state and county level, options that are
available, and positive actions that can
be taken so the best possible outcome
can be achieved.”

“People in foreclosure wake up wor-
ried every day,” stated Elizabeth Hulse
of the New Jersey Public Defender’s
Office of Dispute Settlement. “They
do not know how to save their homes
or how to ask for help. This confer-
ence is about reaching out. We want
these homeowners to know that they
are not alone. The mediation program
is designed to provide them with ex-
perienced advocates and neutral me-
diators to make sure that all possible
ways of keeping their houses are ex-
plored with their banks.”

Ms. Hulse will provide an over-
view of the New Jersey Foreclosure
Mediation Program, and how to ap-
ply for the program and its services.
The program provides resources and
referral information for distressed
homeowners, including free state-

appointed legal representation in me-
diation, and housing counselors who
can assist with budgeting, financing,
viable loan modifications and mort-
gage assistance programs.

At the forum, attendees will also
gain an understanding of foreclosure
proceedings, the court mediation pro-
cess, guidance on avoiding foreclo-
sure scams, and details about resources
available to those who are affected.

Members of the Union County
Foreclosure Task Force will also share
information about foreclosure re-
sources and distribute literature. The
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders created this Task Force in the
fall of 2008 as the foreclosure crisis
was beginning to intensify. Their mis-
sion is to help stabilize Union County
neighborhoods by providing prop-
erty owners and tenants with guid-
ance on their legal rights and re-
sources.

For more information on the fo-
rum, call (908) 889-9028.

ELIZABETH – Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi reminds county
residents to apply for their Passports
as soon as possible to avoid any com-
plications that may disrupt their win-
ter travel plans. Holiday travelers to
Canada, Mexico, Bermuda and coun-
tries in the Caribbean must have a
valid passport to enter or depart from
the United States.

“Because of the approaching holi-
days, there’s an increased demand
for new documents from the federal
passport agency. Don’t wait until the
last minute to get your passport,” Ms.
Rajoppi said. “Additionally, if your
Passport expires within six months of
your planned visit, many countries
will not permit you to enter. You will
need to renew your passport.”

It can take four to six weeks for a
regular Passport application to be pro-
cessed and returned to the customer.
Even the more expensive expedited
delivery option can take three weeks
for delivery.

Passport application forms may be
obtained at the county clerk’s main
office in the Union County Court-
house at 2 Broad Street in Elizabeth

or at the County Clerk’s office annex
at 300 North Avenue, East, in
Westfield. Applications for Passports
and related information also can be
found online at www.ucnj.org/Pass-
ports.

“Our Elizabeth office opens at 7:30
a.m. and it has experienced, helpful,
English and Spanish-speaking staff
ready to assist you in any way we
can,” Ms. Rajoppi said. “Our
Westfield office has convenient
evening and Saturday hours and also
is fully staffed.”

The Westfield Annex is the only
county clerk’s office in the state that
is open during evening hours. The
Westfield Annex is open from 8 a.m.
to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days; from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays, and
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The
phone number at the Westfield An-
nex is (908) 654-9859.

The Elizabeth office is open from
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday. The phone number in Eliza-
beth is (908) 527-4966. Clients are
asked to arrive no later than at least 15
minutes prior to closing time.

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

For Your Insurance and 
Savings Needs

05-3035 © 2011 The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI (Northwestern Mutual).

Jeff Rembisz CLU®, ChFC®
Westfield
(908) 389-9909
jeffrembisz.com

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns

Call for an appointment

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

www.sg-cpas.com

 
The Westfield Memorial Library presents 

invites you to a  
Tribute to Les Paul and Mary Ford 

Wednesday, October 10  
7:00 pm 

 Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL cardholders. 

You must sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org by clicking on  

Calendar, or call 
908.789.4090 option 0. 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 
550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The name of Les Paul is 
synonymous with the elec-
tric guitar, as well as a host 
of other revolutionary 
sound recording and engi-
neering techniques.  

Professional performers 
Tom Doyle and Sandy Cory 
pay tribute to Les Paul and 
his wife Mary Ford. Cur-
rently, Tom performs and 
records with his wife, 
Sandy, in the New York 
area. They are the opening 
act Monday nights at the 
Iridium Jazz Club, perform-
ing their own songs as well 
as those of Les Paul and 
Mary Ford. 

Tea Party to Meet
October 24 in Cranford

CRANFORD –The next meeting of
the Union County Tea Party will be
held Wednesday, October 24, at 8 p.m.
at the Rustic Mill Diner, 109 North
Avenue, West, in Cranford. Topics
and speakers will be announced later.
There is no charge and the public and
new members are welcome.

The Union County Tea Party is a
grassroots organization whose pur-
pose is to educate, inform and em-
power New Jersey residents in Union
County, as well as neighboring coun-
ties, to return government at all levels
to Constitutional principles.

The Union County Tea Party is on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
groups/269088085034 and on the
web at unioncountynjteaparty.org.
They can also be contacted via e-mail
at vjensen@comcast.net or by phone
at (908) 578-5005.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Med. Marijuana Ctr.
Awaits Montclair OK
TRENTON – The New Jersey De-

partment of Health (DOH) has an-
nounced that per the state’s new medi-
cal marijuana law, Greenleaf Alter-
native Treatment Center has advised
DOH  it will not be ready for a final
inspection for several weeks because
Montclair Township has yet to issue
approval for the Center’s Certificate
of Occupancy (CO).

 At this time 239 patients have ei-
ther registered with the program or
are in the process of completing reg-
istration, while more than 170 physi-
cians have registered.
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