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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Courtesy  of Tom Kranz
FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY...Downtown Fanwood is filled with area residents, families and browsers during
Sunday’s 17th annual Fanny Wood Day street fair at Martine and South Avenues. The event featured pizza- and stuffed-
pretzel-eating contests, a water balloon toss, food and musical entertainment.

Courtesy  of Tom Kranz
FUTURE EMTs?...Fanwood Volunteer Rescue Squad member Robert Stovall
shows some kids the inside of an ambulance during Sunday’s Fanny Wood Day
street fair in Fanwood.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
AND THE WINNERS ARE...Adele Kenny, second from right, and Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr announce the winners of the second annual Fotos of
Fanwood photography contest at Sunday’s 17th annual Fanny Wood Day.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NATIVE-AMERICAN DANCE...A Native-American dance is demonstrated at
Union County’s Harvest Festival held last Sunday at the Trailside Nature and
Science Center in Mountainside.

RVSA Expects 2013 Rate Hike For
Scotch Plains to Be Equal to 2012

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Monday heard from
top officials at the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA), who
told council members the big rate
increases of recent years were likely
to slow significantly, with Scotch
Plains’ rate hike in 2013 likely to be
close to its 3.3-percent increase this
year.

And RVSA Executive Director
James Meehan told the council at
its conference meeting Monday
night that fee increases could be
lessened if some of the cost-cutting

and revenue-raising measures be-
ing implemented by the utility bear
fruit. RVSA’s operating budget had
been reduced by nearly $1 million,
mostly through personnel cuts, and
some bonds have been refinanced at
a lower interest rate, but RVSA’s
surplus also has declined.

As he did when he and Chief
Financial Officer Robert Materna
spoke to the council in February,
Mr. Meehan expressed hopes for a
sale of RVSA’s failed $35-million
co-generation facility, although he
cautioned that he did not think
“we’ll ever get all of our money
back.” RVSA currently is engaged

in litigation that is moving into the
mediation and arbitration stages
with various consultants and con-
tractors from the project.

The utility also plans to secure a
firm to operate its massive sludge
drying facility, which, like the co-
gen plant, was vastly overbuilt. Mr.
Meehan said he envisioned the
sludge dryer providing drying ser-
vices to outside entities in a move
that could reap the utility $10 to
$15 million over the next 20 years.
That money, he told the council,
would “go straight to pay debt ser-
vice” and, in the process, reduce
assessments to RVSA’s 11 member
towns.

In other business, at its 50-minute
meeting, the council agreed to con-
sider names of interested residents to
serve as council liaison to the Union
County freeholder board meetings.
Several towns have begun sending
representatives to the Thursday
evening meetings in Elizabeth in or-
der to report back to the municipal
governing councils on actions taken
that could affect their particular com-
munities. Resident Albert Muller had
suggested such a move for Scotch
Plains several months ago, and Mayor
Mary DePaola told him on Monday
that the council would redouble its
efforts to name a liaison.

Mayor DePaola also appointed, with
the council’s consent, Vincent Losavio,
the owner of John’s Meat Market, to
the board of directors of the Scotch
Plains Management Corp. He replaces
Steve Goldberg, who recently re-
signed.

At its Tuesday, October 16, busi-
ness meeting, the council will hold a
public hearing as it considers whether
to issue a special use permit to BIGG
Playdate, which seeks to place two
tables and eight chairs on the side-
walk outside its East Second Street
establishment.

Summit Official Asks For
UCPD, Sheriff’s Dept. Merger

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – A Summit council-
man last Thursday asked the Union
County Freeholders to consider merg-
ing the Union County Police Depart-
ment into the county’s sheriff’s de-
partment. He said only Bergen and
Union Counties still have both de-
partments and Bergen is looking at
merging its departments.

According to the 2012 county bud-
get, salaries and wages for the sheriff’s
office are $15.9 million and $7.5
million for county police. He said
this is a better option in terms of
saving tax dollars than privatizing
the county jail, for which a study has
been initiated.

“Privatizing the jail is not going to
yield enough savings to accomplish
your 2-percent bogey. We really, I’m
afraid Mr. Chairman (Freeholder
Chairman Al Mirabella), have to think
about merging the county police de-
partment with the sheriff’s depart-
ment,” Summit Councilman Tom
Getzendanner told the freeholders.

He also said he would “throttle
back on open space preservation be-
fore touching social safety-net pro-
grams such as Runnells Hospital,”
noting the county’s vote last month
on an $888,000 construction services
management contract to Pinnacle
Consulting & Construction Services,
Inc., of Newark, for a final construc-
tion program for development of Oak
Ridge Park, a former county golf
course in Clark. A parks master plan
for Oak Ridge has proposed improve-
ments of $38.7 million, $16 million
of which would be for a new, 12-
month ice skating rink, replacing the
existing aging rink at Warinanco Park
on the Elizabeth and Roselle border.

Mr. Getzendanner asked the board
to consider placing a question on the
November election ballot asking vot-

ers whether they would like to see the
county move from an at-large board
to one of freeholder districts.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said only
three of New Jersey’s 21 counties
have freeholder districts – Atlantic,
Essex and Hudson — with the rest
having at-large boards. He said he
would be supportive if freeholder
districts were done in all counties
statewide.

“Let’s all play by the same rules,”
he said, noting most Republican-lean-
ing counties would likely be opposed
to freeholder districts, such as
Hunterdon, Morris, Somerset and
Sussex Counties.

New Providence resident Pat
Moschetti questioned how Union
County College (UCC) is spending
the $13 million the county appropri-
ated for the college this year. He said
that represents 15 percent of the bud-
get for UCC, which operates cam-
puses in Cranford, Scotch Plains,
Elizabeth and Plainfield, and 4 per-
cent of the total county tax levy.

In response, Freeholder Sullivan
said, “We do not micromanage the
college. We provide funding for the
college. We don’t tell the college
which courses to teach, what people
to hire.” He said the college has a
separate administration from the
county. He said tuition and state aid
along with the county subsidy, are
the three funding sources for UCC.

Freeholder Mirabella said county
freeholders sit on the Board of School
Estimate, which meets with the UCC
Board of Trustees on the UCC bud-
get. He said county tax dollars are
used for such areas as teacher salaries
and maintenance of buildings.

Freeholder Sullivan said the county
this year told UCC Trustees they had
to implement a wage freeze for their
employees similar to what is in place

MS BOE, Teachers OK
New Contract Through 2013

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) has announced it has com-
pleted contract negotiations with the
Mountainside Education Association
(MEA).

“I’m happy to report that the board
of education and the Mountainside
Education Association reached an
agreement, it has been ratified by
both groups,” Chief School Adminis-
trator (CSA) Nancy Lubarsky said.
“We are very excited to begin the
school year on a very positive note.
We anticipate much cooperation and
collaboration as we move forward.”

The contract covers the 2010-2011,
2011-2012 and 2012-2013 school
years. The agreement includes salary
increases of zero percent for 2010-

2011, 2.5 percent for 2011-2012, and
2.5 percent for 2012-2013. The BOE
ratified the contract on September
11.

Under the new contract, teachers
with a bachelor’s degree will be paid
a starting wage of $51,573 retroac-
tive to 2010-2011, $51,868 for 2011-
2012, and $52,157 for the current
school year with increased salaries of
between $3,000 and almost $5,000,
respectively, for union members hold-
ing a master’s degree or a master’s
with 30 credits.

For those with bachelor’s degrees,
the 18-step salary reaches $62,831 in
step 10 in 2010-2011, $63,126 in
2011-2012, and $63,415 in 2012-
2013. For 2012-2013, those in at step
18 with a bachelor’s will earn
$86,204, $83,965 with a master’s
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FW Rec. Panel Hears Role
Tennis Can Play in Fitness

By MARIA A. MEGA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Recreation Commission welcomed
guest speaker Phyllis Brown of the
Hilltop Tennis Club at its monthly
meeting held Monday night at the
LaGrande Park building. The com-
mission, which promotes strength
within its community, welcomed
Ms. Brown to provide it with addi-
tional ways to bring the people of
Fanwood together.

Ms. Brown spoke about the role
the Hilltop Tennis Club, located on
North Avenue in Fanwood, plays in
the community. Ms. Brown stressed
that the courts can bring together
all age groups of the borough for
leisure as well as fitness.

Ms. Brown provided the com-
mission with detailed brochures
from the United States Tennis As-
sociation. The pamphlets intro-

duced the concept of QuickStart
Tennis, a new method of tennis in-
struction for children. She explained
that this practice would change
racquet sizes and net heights for
children ages 10 and under. Ms.
Brown told the commission that
introducing this format would spark
an interest in the sport while simul-
taneously giving children an enter-
taining form of exercise.

She discussed the practice of
“Play Days,” in which children com-
pete in multiple matches for two to
three hours. The QuickStart Tennis
practice and its components dem-
onstrated to the commission a com-
petitive yet helpful way to
strengthen athletic skills.

The commission went on to con-
verse about the upcoming Fanwood
5K on Sunday, October 21. The
discussion comprised different
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FW Mayor, Council Correct
Misinformation on Consolidation
By LAURIE SCHWARTZ and

CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood resi-
dents gathered at the Forest Road
Park recreation building Tuesday
for a special community meeting
with the mayor and council to dis-
cuss the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
consolidation study being launched
by the Courage to Reconnect Scotch
Plains and Fanwood (CTR-SPF) or-
ganization.

Mayor Colleen Mahr explained
that the meeting was called to in-

form the public about the proposed
study commission, as well as to get
feedback from Fanwood residents.
“We do best when we come to-
gether,” Mayor Mahr said. “We do
best when we all understand what
exactly is happening because, as
with anything else, there is always
a lot of rumors and misinforma-

tion.”
One such example of “misinfor-

mation” seems to be confusion
among some residents that Courage
to Reconnect is somehow affiliated
with, or acting on behalf of, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood local govern-
ments. As previously reported in
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