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IHM Announces Beginning
Of Advent Celebration

SCOTCH PLAINS – As part of its
Advent season preparations, Immacu-
late Heart of Mary (IHM) Parish,
located at 1571 South Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains, has announced
a series of special events taking place
throughout the month of December.

A month of celebration will begin
this Saturday, December 1, at 11 a.m.
with an Anointing Mass in the Main
Church. Although the Sacrament
termed “Anointing of the Sick” is nor-
mally associated with the terminally
ill, this Mass represents a broader out-
reach to those who are troubled in
body, mind or spirit. While the Mass is
a religious celebration, it is free and
open to all who feel a need for healing.

To acknowledge Mary’s role as
intercessor and patroness of IHM,
the parish will celebrate a Parish
Mission over three evenings starting
Wednesday, December 5, at 7 p.m.
The Wednesday and Thursday
evening programs will feature a pe-
riod for quiet reflection and a guest
speaker. On Wednesday, Father John
Gordon will offer a presentation on
“Mary Past,” while on Thursday,
December 6, Father Paul Lehman
will speak on “Mary Present.” A Mass
on Friday, December 7, will serve as
a Vigil to the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception, and a homily by Father
Giuseppe Siniscalchi will focus on
“Mary Future.”

The Feast of the Immaculate Con-
ception will be celebrated on Satur-

day, December 8, with Mass being
offered at 7 a.m. and noon.

IHM’s annual nine-day Simbang
Gabi Novena will begin the follow-
ing Saturday, December 15. Simbang
Gabi, or “Evening Mass,” has been
an integral part of the Filipino culture
since the coming of Catholic mis-
sionaries to the Philippines from
Spain centuries ago. Working fisher-
men and farmers would be called to
pre-dawn Mass by the ringing of the
church bells, guided by hand-made
lanterns lit by candles. To recall this,
the Filipino community of IHM will
decorate the church with lanterns
hand-crafted by the children of the
parish, depicting religious themes and
festooned with garlands.

Each evening through the close of
the Novena on Sunday, December
23, will begin at 7 p.m. with a recita-
tion of the Rosary in the Main Church.
An opportunity will be provided for
spiritual Reconciliation, followed by
a celebration of the Mass. Each
evening will close with fellowship
and light refreshments in the down-
stairs auditorium. All are welcome
and there is no charge.

The Novena is being coordinated
under the auspices of the Filipino-
American Working Committee of
Immaculate Heart of Mary. For addi-
tional information about these or other
activities of the parish, call the Parish
Office at (908) 889-2100 or visit the
parish website, ihmparish.net.

HERE COMES SANTA CLAUS!…Danny and Sophia DeMarco visit with Santa
Claus at the Trinity Episcopal Church of Cranford. The church will hold its
Breakfast with Santa event this Saturday, December 1, from 8:30 a.m. to noon in
Sherlock Hall. Trinity Episcopal is located at 119 Forest Avenue in Cranford.

Trinity Episcopal Invites All
To Breakfast With Santa

CRANFORD – The Trinity Epis-
copal Church invites families for
Breakfast with Santa this Saturday,
December 1, from 8:30 a.m. to noon
in Sherlock Hall, located at 119 For-
est Avenue in Cranford.

Attendees will join Santa for a pan-
cake breakfast and will be able to
have their picture taken with him.
There also will be a gift basket raffle,
50/50 tickets, a wreaths and greens
sale, a crafts table and face painting.

“It is a great event for the whole
family. Everybody has a good time,”
said Bonnie Gentess, Breakfast with
Santa event coordinator. “The gift
baskets are beautiful and there is
something for everyone.”

Breakfast will be $5 per person;
photographs with Santa will be $7.
Everyone is welcome. For additional
information, call (908) 276-4047.

The Trinity Episcopal Church has
been serving the needs of Cranford

area families since 1872. Sunday ser-
vices are at 8 and 10 a.m. and are
celebrated by the Reverend Gina
Walsh-Minor, rector.

For more information about Trin-
ity, call (908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/. Trinity also pro-
vides Trinity Episcopal Day School
(TEDS) for area families. TEDS is a
state-licensed facility, serving chil-
dren ages 2½ through kindergarten.

Program options include full or
half days, from two to five days a
week; extended hours from 7 a.m. to
6 p.m., and Kindergarten Wrap
Around. For more information about
TEDS, call (908) 276-2881 or visit
tedscranford.org.

Caregivers Meeting
To Be Held Monday

WESTFIELD – A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones meets on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month
at 7:30 p.m. in the parish center of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church on
Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

The next meeting will take place
this Monday, December 3. These are
information and sharing sessions. For
more information, call Marilyn Ryan
at (908) 232-1214.

Oasis Church to Celebrate
Christmas at Theater Site

AREA – Oasis-Church-NJ.com
will celebrate Christmastime church
services for the whole family on
Sunday, December 9, at 10 a.m.
sharp at the Regal Hadley Cinema
Theater Stadium, located at 1000
Corporate Court in South Plainfield.

Oasis is a Bible believing contem-
porary Christian church that seeks
to have a positive influence in sur-
rounding communities. This wor-
ship experience will only be the sec-
ond time Oasis has been at the Regal
Hadley Theater as it builds up to-
ward weekly services there in 2013.

“There will be awesome contem-
porary worship with a holiday feel, a
heartfelt message on how God can
renew the mess in this world, hot
cider, cinnamon doughnuts, Christ-

mas treats and a chance to meet new
friends in a new and growing church,”
said Oasis Lead Pastor Dave Butler.
“Nursery will be provided and our
Oasis Kids programs are awesome
and safe. We will even be renting two
theaters (4 and 5) just for them.”

At this service, Oasis will collect
non-perishable goods for the needy
during this holiday season. Individu-
als are invited to leave their dona-
tions at the Welcome Center, where
they also will receive a welcome gift.

While the Regal Hadley Theater
location will begin weekly Sunday
services sometime in 2013, Oasis also
meets weekly at its first location Sun-
days at 10:30 a.m. at Hotel 304 West
at 304 Route 22, West, in Springfield.
For more information about Oasis,
go to Oasis-Church-NJ.com or call
Pastor Butler at (732) 406-7821.

Willow Grove Offers
Medical QiGong

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church invites
members of the community to par-
ticipate in Medical QiGong, a course
of meditation exercises, on Saturday,
December 8, from 10:30 a.m. to noon.
This event will be free and open to
everyone. Participants are asked to
be on time, as once the session be-
gins, it cannot be interrupted.

For more information about Willow
Grove, call the church office, Monday
through Friday, at (908) 232-5678, e-
mail info@willowgrovechurch.org or
visit the church website,
willowgrovechurch.org.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains, across the
street from the south-side firehouse
and near the corner of South Martine
Avenue. The building is handicap-
friendly. Sunday morning worship
services begin at 10:30 a.m.

HETFIELD FOR THE HOLIDAYS…Mountainside’s historic Deacon Andrew
Hetfield House is all dressed and ready for guests during the Gingerbread Open
House to be held on Sunday, December 9, from 1 to 4 p.m. The house is located
on Constitution Plaza adjacent to the Mountainside Public Library.

Gingerbread Open House
To Take Place at Hetfield

MOUNTAINSIDE – The spirit
of the holidays, present and past,
will be celebrated during the Gin-
gerbread Open House on Sunday,
December 9, from 1 to 4 p.m. at the
historic Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House.

The festivities will feature inter-
active events and projects involv-
ing children and adults alike, in-
cluding gingerbread ornaments to
decorate, mini holiday flower ar-
rangements to make, mulled apple
cider and gingerbread treats and
gingerbread houses to admire, all
surrounded by holiday décor and
live ensemble music.

Santa and Mrs. Claus also will
make an appearance, and visitors
are invited to bring their cameras.
Mountainside Historic Restoration
Committee members will be on
hand,  leading other projects
throughout the day.

Anyone wishing to display a gin-
gerbread house or other creation
may drop it off at the Hetfield
House on Saturday, December 8,
from 10 a.m. to noon. Items will be
placed on display for the open
house event and may be picked up
on Sunday between 4 and 5 p.m.

The Hetfield House is located on
Constitution Plaza (Watchung Av-
enue off Birch Hill Road) near the
Mountainside Public Library. Ad-
mission will be $3 per person. Do-
nations of non-perishable goods
also will be accepted for charity.

The Mountainside Historic Res-
toration Committee is a group of
volunteers, governed by the Bor-

ough of Mountainside, which
maintains the Hetfield House and
collects and saves historic infor-
mation and items from destruc-
tion. For further information, call
(908) 789-9420 or go to
mountainsidehistory.org.

Tiny Tim Carol Night
On Tap December 6

SCOTCH PLAINS/FANWOOD
– Residents of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood are asked to keep their
porch lights on for the annual Tiny
Tim Carol Night scheduled for
Thursday, December 6, from 4 to 8
p.m. Groups formed by local adults
and children will sing holiday car-
ols and songs in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood neighborhoods.

Donations will benefit the Tiny
Tim Fund, a non-profit organiza-
tion founded in 1983 that provides
financial assistance to children of
both communities who have medi-
cal needs.

All are invited and encouraged
to form new groups to participate
in this event. For further informa-
tion and to indicate the desired
streets  to carol ,  cal l  Flavia
Blechinger at (908) 230-7950.

Following caroling, hot choco-
late, cider and cookies will be
served to participants at The Stage
House Inn, where committee mem-
bers will collect donation canis-
ters. To make a tax-deductible do-
nation, write to: The Tiny Tim
Fund, P.O. Box 181, Fanwood, N.J.
07023.

Torah Center Plans
Chanukah Activity

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Torah Center will present a Chanukah
Story and Crafts Hour for children
ages 3 to 5 this Sunday, December 2,
from 3 to 3:45 p.m. It will take place
at the Torah Center, located at 509
Central Avenue in Westfield.

Children will listen to a story, learn
about the holidays and do related arts
and crafts project. Popular holiday
songs also will be taught. The fee is
$5 per child.

“This will give a chance for chil-
dren who are not yet in Hebrew
Schools to learn about the upcoming
important holidays in a fun and enter-
taining way,” said Rabbi Levi Block
of the Torah Center.

Reservations are required by Sat-
urday night, December 1. For more
information or to respond, call (908)
789-5252 or e-mail
info@torahcenter.org.

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500
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AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Hours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9:00 pm   
Friday and Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm  Sunday  1:00 - 5:00 pm 

Closed December 24 and 25 for Christmas 
Closing at 5:00 pm on December 31 for New Year’s Eve   

Closed January 1 for New Year’s Day 

Programs for Kids (Check website for registration information) 

Programs for Adults 

12/3 & 
12/13 

 7:00 pm “Creativity Goes Wild” A creativity work-
shop led by Wendy Rosenberg 

12/7  1:30 pm TGIF! Frank Sinatra (video) 

12/8  2:30 pm Computer Class: Advanced Word 

12/10 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: “Salt of Life” (Italian) 

12/11  7:00 pm Slow Renew Yoga-by Lorraine Harwelik. 
Bring a mat and wear loose-fitting clothing- 

12/12  7:00 pm  Fiction Book Club - “The Shoemaker’s Wife 
by Adriana Trigiani 

12/14  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie - “The Shop Around 
the Corner” 

12/1 10:30 am Owls Up Close-A Family Program for ages 6 
and up. By the Delaware Valley Raptor Cen-
ter. You must register for this program. 

12/9  2:00 pm Grupo ñ Spanish Language Storytime for ages   
6 and younger. Open to the public. 

Happy Holidays! All of our regularly scheduled storytimes and     
programs for Children will return in January. 

GOLD FOR KATHERINE…Katherine Fischer, a senior at Westfield High
School, completed her Girl Scout Gold Award requirements October 13. For her
project, she landscaped the courtyard at Westfield High School. Katherine, the
daughter of Vincent and Elizabeth Fischer, is pictured working on her project.
Craig Stock, a local landscaper, is on the left and Ginny Leiz, her project advisor,
is on the right. Both helped make the project possible. Katherine is a member of
Troop No. 40961.

Needle Nite to Continue
At Church December 7

FANWOOD – The monthly
Needle Nite program at  the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church will
take place on Friday, December 7,
at 7:30 p.m. in Westminster Hall
on Marian Avenue in Fanwood.

Needle Nite participants gave 11
small quilts and afghans and a baby
sweater for the youngest poor in
Plainfield through Dr. Anita Kishen
when the power outage was criti-
cal in the area following Hurricane
Sandy. The collection of these
items and clothing was done by the
youth of the Fanwood Presbyte-
rian Church on November 3 and 4.

At the upcoming meeting, the
“Needle Niters” will fill the quilted,
knit and crochet stockings that have
been made in the past two months
with gifts to give to shut-ins and
those in nursing homes.

Items that have been made through-
out the past month will be collected

to be given to the various charities
participants support, including mul-
tiple local nursing homes, newborns
at Newark Beth Israel Hospital, the
“Christmas at Sea” Seafarers projects,
prayer shawls for those needing extra
care and Children’s Specialized Hos-
pital.

Anyone needing fabric, batting
or yarn is asked to e-mail requests
to needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.
The donated materials end up in
many forms usable by the charities
that receive them. Needle Nite par-
ticipants then take their newly
learned skills for use at home.

For further information about these
projects or directions to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, contact the
church office at (908) 889-8891 or
fanwoodpress@erols.com, or visit
fanwoodpc.org or facebook.com/
pages /Fanwood-Presbyte r ian
Church/311300160969.

Senior Club to Hold
Christmas Luncheon
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Senior

Citizen Club of Mountainside will
host its annual Christmas Party Lun-
cheon on Friday, December 21, at
L’Affaire Fine Catering, located at
1099 Route 22, East, in Mountainside.

The luncheon menu will consist of
a choice of Chicken L’Affaire, salmon
or sliced fillet; cream of mushroom
soup, salad, roast potato, mixed veg-
etables, rolls and butter. Coffee and
tea also will be served, with peach
melba for dessert. The cost is $28 for
members and $30 for non-members.
Checks should be made payable to
S.C. Club of Mountainside. For more
details, call Eve Vitale at (908) 789-
8568. All are welcome.

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

K.A.G.


