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ATTENTION VOTERS OF WESTFIELD
ASSISTANCE FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

PERSONS UNABLE TO VOTE AT THE POLLING PLACE DUE TO PERMANENT OR TEMPORARY
PHYSICAL DISABILITY MAY REQUEST AN ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICATION BY TELEPHONING
THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK AT (908) 527-4996. THE OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS
MAY BE CONTACTED FOR INFORMATION REGARDING POLLING PLACE ASSIGNMENTS AND
ASSISTANCE TO THE VOTERS WHO CHOOSE TO VOTE AT THE POLLING PLACE ON ELECTION DAY.
THE TELEPHONE NUMBER IS (908) 527-4123.

PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE “VOTING ACCESSIBILITY FOR THE ELDERLY AND THE
HANDICAPPED ACT OF 1984” A TELECOMMUNICATIONS DEVICE FOR THE DEAF (TDD) IS
MAINTAINED AT THE ELECTION DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF STATE, TRENTON, NJ. PERSONS
WISHING TO UTILIZE THIS SERVICE TO OBTAIN GENERAL VOTER INFORMATION, MAY DO SO BY
DIALING 1-800-292-0039.

COMMISSIONER OF REGISTRATION
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

AVISO A LOS VOTANTES DE WESTFIELD
ASISTENCIA PARA DISCAPACITADOS

LAS PERSONAS QUE NO PUEDAN VOTAR EN EL LUGAR DE VOTACIÓN DEBIDO A UNA
DISCAPACIDAD TEMPORAL O PERMANENTE PUEDEN SOLICITAR UNA SOLICITUD PARA VOTAR
POR CORREO A LA OFICINA DEL SECRETARIO DEL CONDADO, (908) 527-4996.  COMUNÍQUESE CON
LA OFICINA DEL CONSEJO ELECTORAL PARA OBTENER INFORMACIÓN SOBRE LA ASIGNACIÓN
DEL LUGAR DE VOTACIÓN Y ASISTENCIA PARA LOS VOTANTES QUE PREFIEREN VOTAR EN EL
LUGAR DE VOTACIÓN EL DÍA DE LAS ELECCIONES. EL NÚMERO DE TELÉFONO ES EL
(908) 527-4123.

DE ACUERDO CON LAS ESTIPULACIONES DE LA “LEY DE ACCESO PARA ENVEJECIENTES Y
DISCAPACITADOS DE 1984” EN LA DIVISIÓN ELECTORAL, DEPARTAMENTO DE ESTADO, TRENTON,
NJ, SE MANTIENE UN DISPOSITIVO DE TELECOMUNICACIONES PARA SORDOS (TDD)  LAS
PERSONAS QUE DESEEN UTILIZAR ESTE SERVICIO PARA OBTENER INFORMACIÓN GENERAL
SOBRE LA VOTACIÓN PUEDEN LLAMAR AL 1-800-292-0039.

COMISIONADO DE INSCRIPCIÓN
CONSEJO ELECTORAL DEL CONDADO DE UNION

ATTENTION
ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2012  BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 9:00 A.M. AND 11:00 A.M., THE
VOTING MACHINES TO BE USED IN THE WESTFIELD SPECIAL SCHOOL ELECTION HELD ON
DECEMBER 11, 2012 WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION.

ANY INTERESTED PARTIES WHO WISH TO INSPECT THE VOTING MACHINES SHOULD APPEAR AT
THE UNION COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS VOTING MACHINE WAREHOUSE, 2345 SOUTH
AVENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS.

UNION COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

JOHN DeSIMONE, CHAIRMAN
MARIE OAKIE, SECRETARY
MARYELLEN HARRIS, BOARD MEMBER
CLARA T. HARELIK ESQ., BOARD MEMBER

WWW.UCNJ.ORG/ELECTIONBOARD

ATENCIÓN
EL JUEVES 6 DE DICIEMBRE DE 2012, DE 9:00 A 11:00 A.M., LAS MÁQUINAS DE VOTACIÓN QUE SE
USARÁN EN LA ELECCIÓN ESPECIAL DE LA JUNTA ESCOLAR DE WESTFIELD QUE SE CELEBRARÁ
EL 11 DE DICIEMBRE DE 2012 ESTARÁN DISPONIBLES PARA INSPECCIÓN.

CUALQUIER PARTE INTERESADA QUE DESEE INSPECCIONAR LAS MÁQUINAS DE VOTACIÓN
DEBERÁ PRESENTARSE EN EL ALMACÉN DE MÁQUINAS DE VOTACIÓN DEL CONSEJO ELECTORAL,
2345 SOUTH AVENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS.

CONSEJO ELECTORAL DEL CONDADO DE UNION
JOHN DeSIMONE, PRESIDENTE
MARIE OAKIE, SECRETARIA
MARYELLEN HARRIS, MIEMBRO DEL CONSEJO
CLARA T. HARELIK ESQ., MIEMBRO DEL CONSEJO

WWW.UCNJ.ORG/ELECTIONBOARD

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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Misinformed; I Want to Explain The
Whole Picture to Garwood Residents

Letters to the Editor

I would like to address some mis-
leading information in the article
written in your November 15th issue
entitled, “GW Introduces $275,000
Bond for Capital Items.”

First, the reporter wrote that I, Fi-
nance Committee Chairwoman, pre-
sented an amount of $275,000 for all
capital items for emergency and nec-
essary equipment to keep day-to-day
operations of the borough running
smoothly included in a bond ordi-
nance when I said it would be
$223,000 in September. This makes
it seem like an error by the Finance
Committee, specifically naming my-
self, which is not the case.

The reason for the increase was a
$3,000 increase to get better quality
infrared imaging cameras as re-
quested by the fire department, but
largely because there was an issue
with the wording of a state grant for
some of the items, which I mentioned
at two prior council meetings and
asked the council to make a decision
as an entire governing body.

The council unanimously decided
to bond all items without anticipating
the receipt of the state grant because
we did not want to delay the purchase
of these items and the grant will be
applied to the bond once it is re-
ceived.

Also, the reporter wrote mislead-
ing information in regards to the im-
pact of recent council decisions on
the 2013 tax bill. Yes, the bond for

capital items creates a $15 impact on
each home assessed at $100,000. But
the Athletic Field Complex project
has a net impact of $25 on each home
assessed at $100,000, not $65 as writ-
ten. This is due to the opportunity, as
I have explained at multiple council
meetings, to roll over old short-term
debt and pay it off at a lower interest
rate as well as having “old debt” drop
out as it is paid off.

Finally, the article states, “The new
bond is in addition to the municipal
portion of yearly taxes, which were
increased $105…” This is simply not
how the budget works. Each year the
budget starts with a tax impact of $0,
then additions and subtractions are
made and a final impact is created.
The $15 for the capital bond ordi-
nance and $25 for the Athletic Field
Complex project is NOT in addition
to $105 for 2012’s taxes.

When I read this article, I was
concerned residents may be misin-
formed and wanted to explain the
whole picture, since I feel informing
the public is essential and newspa-
pers are such an important source of
information for many residents.

Sara Todisco
Garwood Councilwoman

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

GIVING HELP...My name is Kerry Mooney and I'm a Westfield resident
formerly from the Rockaways.  Please help me provide hurricane relief for the
Rockaways and Breezy Point; kerrymooney@verizon.net.

Dear Edison School Families,
If The Bond Doesn’t Pass

Over the last few weeks I have
witnessed the resiliency and the care
shown by the Edison School commu-
nity in the face of the damage and
inconveniences caused by Hurricane
Sandy. At school, we have responded
to the few members of our commu-
nity that were significantly impacted
and also responded to the larger com-
munity through various collections
of needed goods.

 The morning after the storm, I
walked the grounds of Edison School
and was thrilled to see that we sus-
tained minimal damage. The recent
snow and rain, however, caused more
leaks to our roof. I would like to
remind you that the replacement and
repair of Edison’s roof is included in
the upcoming bond referendum on
Tuesday, December 11. The $13.6
million bond, if passed, will fund the
replacement and repair of roofs on
each of the 12 district-owned build-
ings. The bond is only for the roofs;
the Board of Education has responded
to the public’s decision in Septem-
ber, and is not including anything
else but the roofs in the bond on
December 11.

If the bond does not pass, the es-
sential roof work will have to come

out of the operating budget and main-
tenance reserve, both of which have
spending caps determined by the state.
In order to allocate approximately $4
million a year for the next three years
to fund the roof work, large cuts
would have to be made in each
school’s budget.

This would mean the elimination
of positions and programs. At Edison
School, these cuts would impact us
severely. We stand to lose teaching
positions, counselors, our librarian,
computer technicians, and support
staff. The necessary cuts would also
negatively impact our class sizes and
cause reductions to programs, such
as fine arts, athletics, and elective
offerings.

If the bond passes, the Board has
reported that all roofs can be com-
pleted by the summer of 2014.

I know that we are all particularly
busy this time of year – trying to
return to normalcy after the storm
and preparing for the holidays. I did
not want to neglect to inform you of
what lies ahead for our school and
school district.

Matt Bolton, Principal
Edison Intermediate School

Westfield

New Jerseyans Are Tough, But...
Dear Mr. President:
We are writing in regard to Gover-

nor Christie’s initial Superstorm
Sandy damage assessment and to urge
you to submit a request to Congress
for funding to help New Jersey re-
build stronger.

Governor Christie’s estimate re-
flected a preliminary assessment of
the catastrophic storm, which caused
widespread destruction never before
seen in New Jersey. While the assess-
ment will likely be updated, it’s cru-
cial that we begin the rebuilding pro-
cess by providing emergency supple-
mental appropriations before the end
of the year to help families, busi-
nesses, and communities recover.

We thank you for the federal
government’s robust and swift re-
sponse to the storm thus far, but much
work remains. The Garden State
needs your continued support and we
look forward to working with you to
ensure that the federal government
provides our state with the full fund-
ing it needs to build a stronger New
Jersey that is ready for the next storm.

Superstorm Sandy slammed into
the Jersey Shore on Monday, Octo-
ber 29th and disrupted virtually ev-
ery aspect of life in our state. The
storm caused at least 34 deaths in
New Jersey and destroyed or severely
damaged thousands of homes, forc-
ing many residents to seek emer-
gency shelter or temporary housing.

Businesses closed and employees
missed days and sometimes weeks of
work. Winds as strong as 90 miles per
hour knocked down trees and power
lines, leaving more than 2.5 million
customers without electricity. Gas
shortages crippled commerce across
the state and left many residents in
the precarious situation of having no
power at home or access to fuel to run
their generators.

In addition to severely impacting
homes and business, Sandy devas-
tated New Jersey’s public infrastruc-
ture. Every New Jersey Transit rail
line was affected by the storm, and
highways, bridges, and the tunnels
that connect New Jersey to New York
closed for days. Sandy also devas-
tated the electrical grid by destroying
transmission lines, flooding substa-
tions, and ruining expensive equip-
ment. The storm damaged hospitals,
shut down major ports, and over-
whelmed water treatment facilities,
leading to sewage releases that pol-
luted a number of waterways.

Sandy’s overwhelming storm surge
and strong winds also did lasting
damage to the Jersey Shore itself,
which is the basis for the state’s $38-
billion tourism and fishing indus-
tries. Fortunately, early reports show
that previously constructed U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers beach
projects prevented further damage,
demonstrating that investments in
beach projects prevent costly dam-
age and save taxpayer money. Re-
pairing and improving existing beach
projects and building new projects to
protect the entire Jersey Shore should
be part of any rebuilding and recov-
ery effort.

New Jerseyans are tough, but re-
covering from this catastrophic storm
will be a long and difficult process.
We thank you again for your support
thus far, and look forward to working
with your Administration to ensure a
complete recovery in our state.

By the entire NJ Delegation
Sen. Frank Lautenberg, Sen. Bob

Menendez, and Representatives Bill
Pascrell (NJ-8), Jon Runyan (NJ-3),

Frank LoBiondo (NJ-2), Frank
Pallone (NJ-6), Albio Sires (NJ-13),

Rush Holt (NJ-12), Scott Garrett
(NJ-5), Steve Rothman (NJ-9),

Leonard Lance (NJ-7), Rodney
Frelinghuysen (NJ-11), Chris Smith

(NJ-4), Rob Andrews (NJ-1), and
Donald Payne, Jr. (NJ-10)

Bill to Stop Gouging by
Sandy Adjusters

TRENTON – After hearing com-
plaints from homeowners affected
by Superstorm Sandy who claimed
they were overcharged by public ad-
justers, Asm. Jerry Green (D-
Plainfield) Tuesday announced plans
to introduce a bill that would cap how
much a public adjuster can charge a
homeowner for insurance claim as-
sistance for certain emergencies.

Asm. Green said he decided to
pursue the bill after hearing numer-
ous complaints during a meeting in
Union County from homeowners af-
fected by Sandy who were over-
charged by public adjusters hired to
appraise their insurance claims. Pub-
lic adjusters are experts on property
loss adjustment who are retained ex-
clusively by policyholders to assist in
preparing, filing and adjusting insur-
ance claims.

“Public adjusters are supposed to
represent and look out for the best
interests of the homeowner, but ac-
cording to these residents, some of
these adjusters were charging up to
40 to 50 percent of what the insur-
ance company was to pay eventually.
This is a crime. A loan shark doesn’t
event charge that much,” said Asm.
Green. “Unfortunately, there is noth-
ing currently in the books to prevent
these individuals from taking advan-
tage of these homeowners.”

The bill would prohibit those licensed
under the “Public Adjusters’ Licensing
Act” from charging, agreeing to or
accepting any compensation in excess
of 10 percent of the amount paid out by
the insurer for claims based on events
that are the result of a catastrophic loss
occurrence. As defined in the bill, “cata-
strophic loss occurrence” means an
emergency or a disaster.

“These disasters bring out the best
and worst in people. For every Good
Samaritan, there is a hustler looking
to benefit from the misfortune of
others. People who’ve suffered due
to a natural disaster deserve someone
on their side,” said Asm. Green.

Union County College Commended
By Middle States Commission

CRANFORD – Five years after the
Middle States Commission on Higher
Education called Union County Col-
lege “a leader among its peers,” the
College is once again earning dis-
tinction as a model community col-
lege reports Stephen D. Nacco, vice-
president of  administrative services.

Union’s latest accolades come as a
result of the commission’s approval
of the college’s Periodic Review Re-
port. In a recent letter to Union Presi-
dent Margaret M. McMenamin, the
commission not only reaffirmed the
college’s accreditation, but also acted
“to commend the institution for the
quality of (the report) and process.”

The Periodic Review Report is a
five-year progress report as part of
the 10-year accreditation cycle. The
final report, which the college sub-
mitted for Middle States review in
the spring, reflects the efforts of doz-
ens of college faculty and staff. Em-
ployees who headed the PRR team
were Executive Director Patricia
Biddar, Senior Professor William
Rohrer, Senior Professor Denise

Lagos, and Vice-President Maris
Lown.

President McMenamin praised the
PRR team for developing the report
through “a collegial effort in captur-
ing a record of the substantial progress
that the college is making toward
institutional goals. Most important,
the PRR demonstrates the vitality of
this growing and changing college as
we reach out to the community we
serve.”

Five years ago, the Middle States
Commission recognized Union as “a
leader among its peers” when the
college earned reaccreditation as a
result of a successful Self Study. The
recently approved PRR lays the
groundwork for the next Self Study
by a Middle States visiting team in
2017.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Al Mirabella, chair
amirabella@ucnj.org


