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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

How Old Is The Tree That Storm Sandy
Knocked Down by Your Home?

We have plenty of trees knocked down by
Superstorm Sandy in the area, and they are being cut
up for disposal. The demise of these trees caused
considerable concern for our safety and left many of
us in immense discomfort, as electric power was
rendered inoperative. Now that most of the imme-
diacy is past, could we reflect upon their fate?

Trees (1913)
I Think that I shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree.
A tree whose hungry mouth is prest
Against the sweet earth’s flowing breast;
A tree that looks at God all day,
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;
A tree that may in summer wear
A nest of robins in her hair;
Upon whose bosom snow has lain;
Who intimately lives with rain.
Poems are made by fools like me,
But only God can make a tree.
Joyce Kilmer (born 1886 in New Brunswick, N.J.)
One can count the rings to see how old

these trees were. One can also measure
the trunk diameter and use the method
described below to determine the ap-
proximate tree age. How old is that fallen
tree in your neighborhood, in your yard,
on your roof?

According to the U.S. Forestry Service
and other arboretum authorities, the age
of a tree can be estimated without using
invasive means such as cutting it down or drilling a
core sample and counting the rings. It helps to know
the species of the tree and in what environment it is
living — obvious factors influencing age determina-
tion and effecting height.

The Forestry Service reports that tree diameter
measured at “breast height” provides a reliable cor-
relation of tree age. The service has collected mounds
of data to draw this conclusion. Breast height inci-
dentally is stated as about 54 inches from the ground,
on the upside if there is any slope. The Forestry
Service recommends using a tape measure for the
circumference; then dividing by pi (3.14) to obtain
the diameter.

forestry.about.com/... says calculate the age of the
tree by multiplying the tree’s diameter by its growth
factor (see below): Diameter X Growth Factor =
Approximate Tree Age.

“...A shagbark hickory’s growth factor has been
determined to be 7.5 and its diameter is 10 inches: 10
inch diameter X 7.5 growth factor = 75 years.
Remember that the growth factors I provide are

more accurate when taken for forest grown trees,”
notes the website.

Some Growth Factors (GF) by Tree Species:
Red Maple (4.5 GF); Silver Maple (3.0 GF); Sugar

Maple (5.0 GF); River Birch (3.5 GF); White Birch
(5.0 GF); Shagbark Hickory (7.5 GF); Green Ash
(4.0 GF); Black Walnut (4.5 GF); Black Cherry (5.0
GF); Red Oak (4.0 GF); White Oak (5.0 GF); Pin
Oak (3.0 GF); Basswood (3.0 GF); American Elm
(4.0 GF); Ironwood (7.0 GF); Cottonwood (2.0 GF);
Redbud (7.0 GF); Dogwood (7.0 GF); Aspen (2.0
GF);

Someone or some group planted the Westfield
Christmas Tree at the north-side train station several
decades ago. How long ago was that? Who did it?
Two years ago, with a protractor, tape measure and
trigonometry, we calculated the height of the tree at
about 65 feet. As it turns out, measuring the height
provides very little correlation with tree age.

Local tree expert Martin Schmiede has told us that
the Westfield tree is a Norway Spruce. He glanced up

and said it’s perhaps as old as 100 years.
We attempted to measure the Westfield

Christmas tree last week, but it was
blocked off in preparation for the tree
lighting ceremony Sunday night. We also
noted that obtaining an accurate mea-
surement would be difficult due to nu-
merous vines at the tree trunk. A Norway
Spruce has a growth factor of 5.

From The Westfield Leader records:
www.goleader.com/12may10/20.pdf; “Mr. Mannino
Brought Tree to WF Station, WESTFIELD – A part
of the legacy of Vincent Mannino, who died this
week at age 97, is the Christmas tree that forms the
centerpiece of the north-side Westfield train station
plaza. The tree was taken from the Rindell home on
Mountain Avenue around 1958. Then approximately
18 feet tall, it was transported by an R. Mannino and
Sons flatbed trailer. It was a major job to relocate the
tree and, according to Mr. Mannino’s son, his father’s
last words to the tree were “please grow.” He watered
that tree many, many times for a year.

Well, Mr. Mannino, your tree gift did grow — to
please us all.

An 18-foot-tall Norway spruce has a bulb of about
13 feet in diameter, weighs about 2,000 pounds and
is perhaps 30 years old. So circa 1958 plus 30 years,
leads one to believe the Westfield Christmas Tree is
84 years old; born 1928?

If you have a chance, measure your tree at breast
height and estimate its age. If you’re enterprising,
measure the Westfield tree diameter and let us know.

Discontinue Red Light Cameras
New Jersey’s red-light cameras

pilot program faces scrutiny as some
state lawmakers and the National Mo-
torists Association (NMA) call the
program no more than a money grab
by local governments. The NMA is
also concerned that governments are
not allowing enough time for motor-
ists to pass through amber lights,
saying longer time intervals would
significantly reduce the number of
summonses.

This summer, the N.J. Department
of Transportation temporarily sus-
pended the state’s red light program
for 63 intersections in 21 towns after
finding the timing for amber (yel-
low) lights at those intersections was
below the minimum set in the 2008
legislation. That minimum is three
seconds for traffic traveling up to 25
mph. New Jersey has since allowed
those towns to issue tickets.

State Assemblyman Declan
O’Scanlon (R-Monmouth) has intro-
duced legislation to increase the tim-
ing between amber and red lights.
Under his bill, drivers traveling at 30
mph would have four seconds before
the light turns from amber to red with
those traveling at 55 mph having seven
seconds. Asm. O’Scanlon has called
the red light cameras “ATM’s – Auto-
matic Taxing Machines.” Tickets for
running these lights are $85.

In our opinion, the state should
cancel this program, as its mission
should be to enhance public safety,
not to produce revenue. In fact, when
people see the cameras they are likely
to hit the brakes causing accidents.

The NMA has said governments
nationwide have almost no time be-
tween yellow and red light, thus sig-

nificantly increasing the summonses
and accompanying revenue for towns.
The NMA has found that increasing
the timing by another half to 1.5
seconds cuts the number of motor-
ists’ running lights in half. Asm.
O’Scanlon’ bill, in our opinion, pro-
vides the necessary additional sec-
onds needed to ensure drivers have
sufficient time to safely stop even it
reduces the revenue stream to towns.

Towns clearly are interested in the
additional revenue. As we previously
reported, Roselle Park has just one
intersection with four red light cam-
eras installed which is generating
$10,000 a month after the town pays
half the $19,000 monthly mainte-
nance fee. Linden made over $5 mil-
lion in revenue in its first year with
over 70,000 summonses issued and
Union Township has been averaging
$100,000 a month. And last year
Union County started signing agree-
ments with towns to pickup half the
cost of the equipment as well as half
the monthly maintenance fee in ex-
change for half of the revenue from
the tickets as the county obviously
saw this as big revenue generator.

Another problem with red light
cameras is there is no defense for
those who get tickets. Those who get
caught are mailed a summons along
with a picture of their vehicle run-
ning the light and a bill.

The issuance of tickets should be
put back in the hands of police offic-
ers with public safety backgrounds,
not equipment running 24 hours a
day at high traveled intersections.

It’s not because we don’t trust the
greed of government, it’s because we
dont’t trust the greed of government.

Editorial

How to Teach ‘Jersey Strong’
We Can Help

Rockaway and Breezy
Point Residents

My name is Kerry Mooney and I
am a former Rockaway resident.
Many of the homes of Rockaway and
Breezy Point residents were destroyed
by fire and/or flood during Hurricane
Sandy. These families have lost ev-
erything.

This holiday season, I am asking
you to consider being a “Sandy Claus”
for a displaced family. They are in
desperate need of gift cards to Home
Depot, Lowes, Gas Stations, Target
and Bed Bed, Bath and Beyond. If
you are interested in sponsoring a
family or donating a gift card (no
donation is too small), please contact
me at kerrymooney@verizon.net.

Your generosity is greatly appreci-
ated.

Kerry Mooney
Westfield

All Heroes, The Westfield Volunteer
Rescue Squad and the Policemen

Mr. Paradise is a 4th grade teacher
at Mckinley Elementary School in
Westfield. His letter first appeared
online at The Huffington Post.

*****
New Jersey is a pretty resilient

state. We have to be as we are so often
the punch lines of other states’ jokes.

When Hurricane Sandy hit, that
resilience was put to the test on an
even more sobering level. All New
Jerseyans were affected whether they
live “down the shore” or visit there in
the summertime. Throughout the
state, everyone felt this storm’s ef-
fects. Everyone was directly affected
by the storm whether by flood waters
or by power outages. This was per-
sonal.

But for New Jersey teachers, it was
especially hard to come back to work
not knowing to what extent our stu-
dents were affected by the storms –
physically or mentally. We knew it
would be hard to come back to class
after almost two weeks away, but we
knew it would be even harder on our
students who were so affected by the
storm. Most kids felt anything from
angry, to scared, to confused about
how things would get back to normal
– whatever that will be.

While the school where I’m a fourth
grade teacher and many other towns
in N.J. were powerless and out of
school, many of us teachers spent our
days donating clothes and food to
victims, making donations to the Red
Cross, or cleaning out flooded houses
and delivering hot food to those di-
rectly affected by the storm surge.
Still, we suspected some of our hard-
est work was ahead of us. We all
knew as teachers in N.J. that we had
to help our students understand the
scope of what happened, acknowl-
edge their feelings, and yet empower
them to help in the recovery, still
while picking up the pieces of our
personal losses. It was no small task.

When we came back to school a
few weeks ago, teachers and students
all had jitters, unsure of how we would
feel after two weeks of darkness and
devastation. In Westfield, N.J. stu-
dents and teachers organized a
grassroots effort to wear “Shore-Cen-

tric” clothing to show our support
and solidarity with the shore affected
by the storm. Whether it was Pt Pleas-
ant, Bay Head, Seaside, Mantoloking,
or Normandy, students and teachers
felt solidarity with the shore and its
victims. All students felt immedi-
ately connected to each other as they
shared stories of summer memories
that were represented by their shirts,
sweatshirts, and hats.

Mary Dailey, a Westfield fifth grade
teacher, had her students fill out a
chart entitled “Storm” where they
posted comments on how the storm
affected them. I decided to read the
book titled River Friendly, River Wild
by Jane Kurtz to my fourth grade
students in Westfield, N.J. We com-
pared our feelings to the main char-
acter in the story who suffered as a
result of a flood in North Dakota.

Lisa Collins, a fifth grade teacher
from Nellie Bennett School in Point
Pleasant, read After The Storm, a re-
source to help kids cope with natural
disasters. She talked with her class
about the local flooding and how it
affected them. They planned on writ-
ing thank-you notes to people who
helped in the recovery for the past
two weeks. Carolyn Meyer and Eliza-
beth Fallivene, both elementary
school teachers from Bay Head
School in Bay Head, N.J., started
their first day back at Antrim El-
ementary School, a nearby school in
Point Pleasant Beach while their
school remained powerless and dam-
aged by the storm. Their students
were among those directly affected
by Hurricane Sandy’s wrath.

So regardless of where our stu-
dents reside in the State of New Jer-
sey, all teachers are doing their best to
help our students to acknowledge
and validate their feelings. Then, we
are empowering our students to assist
in the recovery effort in any small
way that they can whether by making
donations of food, clothing, cleaning
supplies, housing, or even a card of
support and love for those who lost so
much. This is how our students are
learning to be “Jersey Strong.”

Joe Paradise
McKinley School, Westfield

I wanted to pay a special compli-
ment to the Westfield Emergency
Medical Service Unit (EMS) and to
the Westfield Police Department.

My wife, Christy, had an unfortu-
nate accident at home on Friday,
November 16 and the Westfield Po-
lice and Westfield EMS responded
within minutes and were treating my
wife and took great care of her.

Throughout the whole ordeal, the
medical care that EMS provided to
my wife was excellent. The Westfield
Rescue Squad members were profes-
sional and incredible, and they helped
save my wife’s life. They were all
heroes.

My wife was transported by
Westfield ambulance to the Emer-
gency Trauma Center at University
Hospital in Newark where she was
treated for head injury and spinal
injury. Fortunately, there were no
major injuries and she will be fine.

While this letter is written to pay a
compliment to the individuals from
the Westfield EMS, I was reminded
that this agency is made up all volun-
teers.

A few days before the accident, I
received a letter from the Westfield

Volunteer Rescue Squad requesting
assistance and contributions because
they are all volunteers and “com-
pletely dependent upon
generosity”..and ..”not funded by our
tax dollars.”

In the past, these donation requests
were often ignored by me, but after
knowing first hand how great our
EMS individuals are and how impor-
tant they are to our community in
helping loved ones and friends and
neighbors, I would have to say that
they deserve some contribution from
every family in Westfield. Yes, they
are that good and we are very fortu-
nate to have them here in Westfield.

Thank you as well to the Westfield
Police Department for their immedi-
ate response and professionalism and
caring. They were incredible and very
helpful, and we have extremely car-
ing police officers, and I was glad to
have them with my family during this
time.

We, in Westfield, are very fortu-
nate to have such great emergency
teams and individuals helping us in
times of need.

John Callinan
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Valise – A small suitcase
2. Lampadedromy – A torch in honor

of Prometheus
3. Mammonism – Devotion to the

greedy pursuit of riches
4. Philter – A love potion

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PHOCINE
1. Marshy; covered with water
2. Relating to seals
3. Of or like a sea slug or shell-less

snail
4. Shiny; glossy; beaming with light

SPOOR
1. The tracks of a wild animal
2. To skin or scale, as with fish
3. An organ stop producing a thin,

reedy sound
4. The trimmings of skins and hides,

used for making glue
SPRAINTS

1. The waste or dung of an otter
2. Splints used for broken bones
3. Spittle
4. Small number; insufficiency

PICAROON
1. A guardian spirit
2. A fool or imbecile
3. A rogue, pirate, or thief
4. A medieval catapult for hurling

stones

First Fed. Phase of N.J.
Aid Is Announced

U.S. Senators for N.J., Frank
Lautenberg and Robert Menendez,
Wednesday announced the first round
of federal funding to help reimburse
New Jersey municipalities for cleanup
work completed in the wake of
Superstorm Sandy.  This first round
of funding includes $8.3 million in
FEMA Public Assistance funding to
reimburse for debris removal in
Plainfield, Manalapan, Little Silver,
and Keansburg.

“This federal emergency funding
will help reduce the cost burden on
local governments that rose to the
occasion and acted without hesita-
tion to keep families and neighbor-
hoods safe,” said Sen. Lautenberg,
vice-chairman of the Senate Appro-
priations Subcommittee on Home-
land Security, which funds FEMA.
“This funding is a good start, but we
have a long way to go in ensuring that
every affected New Jersey commu-
nity gets the support necessary to
cover their costs and rebuild.  We will
continue working with the state and
federal governments on behalf of New
Jersey’s cities and towns.”

“When super storm Sandy hit, our
local communities did exactly what
we expect from government – they
moved swiftly to protect its citizens,”
Sen. Menendez dsaid.  “This federal
funding will help reimburse our local
governments for the emergency work
they’ve already done. We will con-
tinue working every day to make sure
every community impacted is not just
reimbursed, but has the resources they
need to fully recover and rebuild.”

FEMA is reimbursing:
    $1,125,000 for Plainfield
    $3,937,500 for Manalapan
    $1,668,150 for Little Silver
    $1,582,350 for Keansburg

A NEEDED START


