
Page 8 Thursday, November 29, 2012 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

www.arballet.org

Sat.-Sun.
Dec. 1-2

1pm, 4:30pm
Union County PAC

Hamilton Stage 
Rahway, NJ

Claudia Panizza an award-winning interior designer

with more than 15 years experience providing a complete range

of design services to prominent residential and commercial clients.

With her experience in new construction and remodeling, she

designs both classic and contempory interiors.  But she purposely

avoids a “signature style” so that she can adapt her designs to

meet clients’ wants and needs ..... 35 North 18th Street,  Kenilworth, NJ  07033        Phone: (908) 230-8960
Email:  cpinterdesign@gmail.com

right in the heart of

Kenilworth

CP Design .....

www.CPINTERDESIGN.com

FAMED MONUMENT...Steven Sacks and Elyse Weber-Sacks were visiting
Harrison Sacks in Buenos Aires where he is studying abroad for the fall semester.
Harrison will be returning in January to resume his senior year at Miami
University in Ohio. This photo is on Avenue 9 de Julio, the widest boulevard in
the world,  in front of famed Obelisk monument.

Santa Claus was in Westfield on Sunday!

proceed with the rest of the school year
with no “snow days” left while it is
still November and “it is presently
snowing outside now.”

Towards the end of the meeting
longtime resident Vertina Graves
spoke in opposition to having school
on Martin Luther King Day. She
noted that her father had graduated
from the Westfield High School in
1940 and that she graduated in 1965.
She said she experienced first-hand
discrimination at 10 years old in
Lawrenceville, Va. when she and
her uncle were not allowed to stay in
a soda shop to drink their sodas, but
were forced to take them outside.

She said she felt strongly that the
day should remain a holiday for chil-
dren as they should be allowed to
watch the inauguration of President

in aid as of November 13.
The New Jersey League of Mu-

nicipalities was scheduled to hold a
Hurricane Sandy Aftermath Program
at press deadline yesterday, Novem-
ber 28, in West Windsor to discuss
methods of how to deal with the prob-
lem of lost revenues and other Sandy
related issues. Among the scheduled
speakers was Patricia Wright, deputy
director of the New Jersey Division
of Taxation, and Scott Holzhauer, tax
assessor for the Borough of Oakland
and president of the Association of
Municipal Assessors of New Jersey.

When contacted by The Westfield
Leader, tax collectors for Westfield
and Fanwood as well as a spokesman
for the Union County Board of Taxa-
tion said they do not have data yet on
how tax revenues might be reduced
because of homes destroyed by the
storm.

“The Senate President (Steve
Sweeney) and I realized that a storm
of this magnitude and its conse-
quences were substantial to the people
of New Jersey and that’s why we
together authorized the Senate Bud-
get Committee to hold hearings
around the state…to take testimony
from everybody from Carl Fuentes
of the State Police to town
administrators…to mayors and
school boards who are focused on tax
revenues,” Senate Minority Leader
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield) told
The Leader.

“We have to at least understand
what the ramifications of this are,”
Sen. Kean said.

He said the hearings are focusing
on the “ripple effects” of the storm,
such as the impact on tax ratables and
cash flow for towns “as well as what
is the real time impact on people’s
homes, the state’s ability to generate
income…and the importance of
[Shore communities] in getting their
boardwalks back up because that will
help generate revenues into the town.”

“We are asking FEMA to come to
the table in a more meaningful way to
help New Jersey pay for its storm
costs,” Sen. Kean said.

The Leader left phone/e-mail  mes-
sages with Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D-
22, Linden), Asw. Linda Stender (D-
22, Scotch Plains), and Assembly
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-
21, Westfield) and the mayors of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood seeking
comment on these matters. Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr said she is gath-
ering the information for The Leader.

Governor Chris Christie last Friday
placed preliminary Sandy damage
estimates at $29.4 billion. “The pre-
liminary cost estimate is inclusive of
aid received to date and anticipated
from federal sources including FEMA
and the Small Business Administra-
tion (SBA). The estimate will likely be
refined further to consider and include
the long-term impact on the next tour-
ism season, shifts in population, im-
pact on real estate values and other
factors,” according to a press release
from the Governor’s office.

In the long-term, Sen. Kean said,
the Legislature would put forth a pack-
age of bills that will likely address
everything from the preparation and
response of the utilities to maintain-
ing proper fuel supplies in the state.

The scope of Superstorm Sandy
was outlined in information for-
warded to The Times from the Profes-
sional Engineering Society,
Fanwoodian Harry McNally of the
Union County chapter, along with
data and comments supplied by Pub-
lic Service Electric & Gas.

The utility said the size and the
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Sandy Revenue Losses
power of Sandy was twice that of
2011’s Hurricane Irene, impacting
an area of 900 square miles with
sustained winds of 90 mph. When the
storm hit, more than one-third of
PSE&G’s transmission circuits, half
of its sub transmission circuits and
more than three-quarters of its distri-
bution circuits were interrupted.

Sandy impacted twice the number
of customers who were impacted by
Hurricane Irene, which until now had
the distinction of being the worst
storm in PSE&G history, and almost
three times the number of customers
in the October 2011 snow storm.
Forty-eight thousand trees were re-
moved or trimmed, compared to
22,500 after Hurricane Irene, and
2,400 utility poles were replaced/re-
paired, almost three times the num-
ber that were replaced by PSE&G in
the last two storms.

“The record tree and pole damage
slowed our ability to restore power in
Union, Middlesex, Bergen and west-
ern Essex counties as we struggled to
gain access to streets, and in some
cases backyards, to repair overhead
lines,” PSE&G reported.

The utility reported that a number
of switching stations and substations
located along the Hudson, Hackensack
and Passaic rivers, as well as two
switching stations located along the
Arthur Kill, were impacted by the
storm surge from Sandy, which
brought a wall of water ranging from
four to eight feet into the locations,
damaging the equipment.

“Some of these stations had never
been impacted by water damage in
the 50 to 75 years that they existed,”
PSE&G reported. “The work to re-
store those stations required pains-
taking, labor-intensive drying and
cleaning of equipment to get them
back in service.”

PSE&G conducted daily calls with the
mayors of every town in its service area,
and the president of the utility conducted
a media briefing every morning.

“We fielded over 2.3 million calls
into our call center. We sent fre-
quent e-mails to the more than
800,000 customers that we have e-
mail addresses for in our database.
We updated our website frequently,”
the utility reported. “We sent more
than 8,000 Twitter messages on
outages, restorations, and informa-
tion about our Mobile Customer
Care Centers where we provided
food, ice, water, and charging fa-
cilities in hard hit areas. We added
45,000 new Twitter followers dur-
ing the storm and reached millions
of people through their re-tweets.
Yet, we know we can improve com-
munication and we’re looking at a
number of initiatives.”

“Like every other utility in New
Jersey, we were hampered by the lack
of information at the meter/customer
level. Our systems only have infor-
mation at the transmission, switch-
ing, substation and circuit level.
When the circuit is restored, we have
no way of knowing that a particular
customer does not have service un-
less they report it individually. We
know that led to some frustration,”
according to PSE&G, which said it
would look at proposals for smart
grid technology. “We will continue
to explore improved use of web, text
and social media to improve and
expand customer communication
options. We will work with munici-
palities, county Offices of Emer-
gency Management (OEMs) and the
New Jersey Board of Public Utilities
to further improve crisis communi-
cation plans.”

Mayor Andy Skibitsky presented
proclamations declaring November
Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month
and January 11, 2013 as Human Traf-
ficking Awareness Day.

Jeanne Gladis, who lost her father to
pancreatic cancer in 2008, accepted
the proclamation on behalf of the Pan-
creatic Cancer Action Network. Ac-
cording to the proclamation, 74 per-
cent of those diagnosed with pancre-
atic cancer die within one year, and 96
percent die within five years.

Ruby Glassel and Martin Schwartz
accepted the proclamation against hu-
man trafficking from Mayor Skibitsky.
They encouraged residents to attend
the anti-human trafficking rally in Tren-
ton on January 11, 2013.

Councilpersons Vicki Kimmins,
JoAnn Neylan and Frank Arena were
absent from the meeting.
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WF Council

receive a raise above 2 percent because
the council would not give a raise higher
than 2 percent to any employee. He
asked the council to explain to Ms.
Pender the reasoning for the police
chief getting a raise above 2 percent.

One ordinance fixes salaries and
wages of certain officials and boroug
employees effective January 1, 2012.
Another, which was adopted, 6-0, fixes
the minimum/maximum levels for sala-
ries as follows: Nunicipal Alliance Co-
ordinator, minimum, $3,500, maxi-
mum, $7,500; director of the Office of
Emergency Management, minimum,
$1,000, maximum, $5,000; librarian,
minimum, $40,000, maximum
$45,000; police chief, minimum,
$112,000, maximum, $125,000; zon-
ing code enforcement officer, mini-
mum, $6,000, maximum, $10,000.

Another ordinance passed, 5 to 1,
that lays out the minimum/maximum
of salaries and wages of a long list of
other staff of the borough, including:
mayor, $1,800 to $2,200; council,
$1,500 to $2,000; planning board at-
torney, $6,000 to $9,000; public de-
fender, $4,600 to $5,200; and the mu-
nicipal attorney at $14,495. The full list
will be posted online at goleader.com.
Mr. Mathieu voted against the ordi-
nance.

The borough council approved a
$275,000 bond ordinance to authorize
the acquisition of capital items for bor-
ough departments. The police depart-
ment is applying for a $42,000 grant,
which, if accepted, would decrease the
debt on the bond.

The capital items include police car
computers, a Borough Hall building
generator, portable generators, a re-
peater, Department of Public Works
(DPW) radio upgrades, a recording
sound system, a telephone system, a
computer system, a police special SUV,
building cameras, jaws of life, traffic
signal upgrades and two fire depart-
ment infrared cameras.

Taxes would be raised $15 per year,
during the 11-year bond term, on an
average assessed home of $100,000,
Ms. Todisco told The Westfield Leader
at the last meeting. This tax is in addi-
tion to the yearly taxes, which were
$105 per $100,000 on the average as-
sessed home this year, as well as the
additional $65 on average for a home
assessed at $100,000 for the 15-year
general obligation bond to pay for the
Athletic Field Complex passed in Au-
gust.

The bond’s interest rate would be
2.75 percent, Ms. Todisco told The
Leader.

An ordinance amended the group
medical insurance coverage, for which
the borough will pay a stipend on a
yearly basis to each eligible employee
for the period during which coverage is
waived under the State Health Benefits
Program (SHBP).

“We have no employees getting the
stipend. This was changed to comply
with the Governor’s reform,” Borough
Clerk Christina Ariemma told The
Westfield Leader.

A contractor pay-to-play reform or-
dinance passed, which establishes that
a business entity that makes political
contributions to municipal candidates
and municipal and county political
parties in excess of certain thresholds
shall be limited in its ability to receive
public contracts from the Borough of
Garwood.

The monetary thresholds of this or-
dinance are: a maximum of $200 per
calendar year each for any purpose to
any candidate or candidate committee
for mayor or governing body, or $400
per calendar year to any joint candi-

dates committee for mayor or govern-
ing body, or $200 per calendar year to
a political committee or political party
committee of the borough; $400 maxi-
mum per calendar year to a County of
Union political committee or political
party committee; and $400 maximum
per calendar year to any PAC.

The council also approved as part of
the consent agenda $17,420 in com-
pensation for members of the volun-
teer Garwood Fire Department.

During Hurricane Sandy, the
Garwood Police Department fielded
150 emergency calls, and police had
2,500 service details, Police Commit-
tee Chairman Timothy Hak said. Daily
calls were up 253 percent.

Police Chief Bruce Underhill praised
the Department of Public Works, First
Aid Squad and the police department’s
response in providing aid during Hur-
ricane Sandy. “The men and women in
the department worked endless hours
under difficult conditions, often put-
ting their welfare in jeopardy in order
to provide services to the borough,” he
said.

Chief Underhill announced dis-
patcher Joe Wilds has been diagnosed
with cancer and asked the public and
council to keep him in their prayers.

The borough could receive FEMA
aid, for costs associated with Sandy,
upwards of $100,000, said Ms. Todisco,
who serves as Finance Committee chair-
woman. The committee currently is
working on summing up all of the bills.

Construction on the Athletic Field
Complex (AFC) is set to begin this
Saturday, December 1, AFC Commit-
tee Chairman Louis Petruzzelli said.
He said the contractor has 180 days to
complete the site work and 210 days to
complete the building.

The library will accept registrations
for residents to visit with Santa and
Mrs. Claus on Saturday, December 8.
The library also will hold a reading by
Eric Nierstedt, son of newly elected
councilman Bill Nierstedt, of his novel
“The Lightrider Journals” on Monday,
December 17, at 7 p.m.

The borough will have its Christ-
mas Tree lighting this Saturday at 5
p.m. at Borough Hall, with Santa
and Mrs. Claus available for pho-
tos.

The council held an executive ses-
sion prior to the regular meeting to
discuss tax appeals and litigation. Bor-
ough Attorney Joseph Triarsi said dur-
ing the next meeting, December 11, the
council is expected to vote on a resolu-
tion regarding a settlement of a tax
appeal.
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sent to U.S. Senator Frank Lautenberg
(D-N.J.), U.S. Senator Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.), Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th), State Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield), Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield), Assemblywoman Nancy
Munoz (R-21, Summit), the New
Jersey School Boards Association
and the National School Boards
Association.

The resolution in its entirety may
be viewed at the district’s website,
www.mountainsideschools.org.

In other news, two representa-
tives from the Rotary Club of
Mountainside presented a check to
the board to be used for technology
upgrades for the district.

“We recognize this fact: Tech-
nology is no longer a luxury or an
enhancement; it is, in fact, a neces-
sity,” stated Rotary Club Vice-Presi-
dent Mike Banick. “Core standards
required for these schools and an
increasingly competitive world re-
quires it for our students.”

Chief School Administrator
Nancy Lubarsky thanked the Ro-
tary Club of Mountainside on the
district’s behalf.

Several members of the board
again petitioned the public to com-
plete the strategic planning survey
released last month by the board.
The deadline for responses has been
extended to Friday, December 14,
due to Hurricane Sandy.

The survey arose from the board’s
recent strategic planning sessions
seeking innovative ideas to improve
the district, the results of which
will be made known in January.

The survey may be obtained at
the Mountainside library and at
BOE office located at Beechwood
School. The survey can be com-
pleted anonymously.

The next BOE meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, December 18 at
7:30 p.m. at Beechwood School.
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Westfield BOE
Barack Obama at home with their fami-
lies while commemorating the day.

Ms. Dolan said the school system
wanted to preserve the integrity of
the day and observe Westfield’s long
traditional Martin Luther King ser-
vices held yearly and that is why
school will be held for only a half
day. She said educational programs
to commemorate Martin Luther King
as well as Presidents Lincoln and
Washington will be held at all
schools.

Board member Mitchell Slater said
he was not aware that the inaugura-
tion was on MLK day and asked if the
event could be watched by students
in the classrooms.

At the conclusion of the meeting,
Ms. Dolan said there were many les-
sons learned by the district due to
“Superstorm Sandy” and that because
of communication problems during
the storm a Westfield Twitter account
was established which is
westfieldnjk12. She also urged par-
ents to include their home phone, e-
mail and cell phone information for
the Honeywell Emergency System.

The next BOE meeting is set for
Tuesday, December 11, at 7:30 p.m.
in the BOE building at 302 Elm Street.
The outcome of the referendum will
be reported at that meeting.

Red Light Cameras
Increase Accidents

TRENTON – State Senator Mike
Doherty (R-23, Hunterdon) says ac-
cident data collected at intersections
where red light cameras are in use
show that both the number and total
cost of accidents have increased since
the cameras were installed.

Sen. Doherty said the data, released
by the New Jersey Department of
Transportation (NJDOT) as part of a
report on the state’s red light camera
pilot program, should lead to an im-
mediate termination of the program.

An analysis of the 24 locations that
have had red light camera systems
operational for at least one full year
found that number of right-angle
crashes at those intersections de-
creased by 15 percent, from 60 to 51,
from the year before the cameras
were installed relative to their first
year of operation, but the severity of
crashes increased.

Rear-end collisions increased dur-
ing that time period by 20 percent
from 286 to 343. The total number of
crashes increased from 577 to 582, a
0.9 percent increase, and the total
cost of all collisions at those 24 red
light camera intersections increased
by $1,172,800.

The data was released as part of the
“Report on Red-Light Traffic Con-
trol Signal Monitoring Systems –
Second Annual Report” by the
NJDOT as required by the law, which
established the state’s five-year pilot
program to determine the effective-
ness of red light cameras.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
CHIPPING AWAY...The former location of the Chippery on South Avenue in
Fanwood has fallen into disrepair after being bought by the owner of the former
Flannery’s Pub a few years ago.


