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told him to call 2-1-1, as well as
the office of Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch
Plains), who also was in atten-
dance, as the man resides in her
legislative district.

In regards to fallen trees, resi-
dents were told about disaster
loans as well as low-interest gov-
ernment loans. These loans do,
however, consider a
homeowner’s credit. They also
were told to contact (800) 659-
2955 or to visit sba.gov for more
disaster assistance information.

Another topic of interest related
to the issue of vacation homes
located at the Jersey Shore. The
audience was instructed that un-
less the home is an income prop-
erty, meaning a house rented out
by an individual, FEMA will not
cover the loss.

Residents in attendance also
were provided with information
pertaining to insurance from in-
surance advisor Jim Venezia.
Asw. Stender revealed to resi-
dents that Sandy was not techni-
cally considered a hurricane.
Rather, Sandy was defined as a
“tropical windstorm depression.”
Therefore, a hurricane insurance
deductible does not apply, which
ultimately works to a
homeowner’s advantage.

Mr. Mirabella also informed the
audience about a request for ad-
ditional FEMA stations to open in
Plainfield and Linden, as not ev-
eryone can make it to the loca-
tion at  at 100 South Springfield
Avenue in Sprinfield. The
Plainfield station  just opened at
400 East Front Street.

In response to the storm, As-
semblyman Jerry Green (D-22,
Plainfield) expressed concern
about residents not getting what
they deserve from their insur-
ance policies.

“It seems like a lack of commu-
nication as to what people can
get and what they are entitled to.
No offense to anyone speaking
here tonight, but we need to

focus on rebuilding New Jersey,”
Asm. Green stated.

Asm. Bramnick agreed with
Asm. Green, stating, “We’ve only
begun to discuss these issues,
but Union County residents have
pulled together and found a way
to get through this as Union
County residents do.”

For more information on how
FEMA can help their particular
situation, Union County residents
were instructed to call (877) 424-
1234 or to visit ucnj.org. Further
information also can be found at
floodsmart.gov.
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GARWOOD – The borough’s zon-
ing board last Wednesday approved
an application from Powell’s Prop-
erties for a site plan for its roofing
business to occupy an existing
structure and to construct a 900-
square-foot, two-door garage in
the rear of 210 North Avenue.

Gary Powell, the owner of the
business, purchased the property
at the end of August and will move
his business from Westfield to
Garwood. He plans to have an
office and small showroom to show-
case the roofing shingles and sid-
ing materials customers can choose
from for their home.

The garage will store equipment
and bulk materials, such as nails
and staples, as well as vehicles
during the off-season.

The applicant withdrew his vari-
ance application for the garage to
be situated five feet from the rear
lot line and moved it 10 feet from
the rear lot line to conform with
borough requirements.

In the original plan, Mr. Powell
was to pave the driveway partially
with some gravel for cost reasons,
and the board made it a condition
to have the driveway fully paved
by May 2014.

The existing fence will be re-
moved and replaced with board-
on-board fencing and with a land-
scaping buffer in the rear of the
property. Mr. Powell also said in
the future, he plans to re-side and
re-shingle the office space, as well
as replace the existing flagpole.

Fernando Fiorini, the owner of
the four-family home adjacent to
the rear of the property, had con-
cerns about drainage, complain-
ing that currently, water runs off
into his property. “I’m really con-
cerned for the tenants,” he said.

Mr. Powell said he plans to have
a gutter system on the garage that
will drain underground to the front

of the property.
The board also discussed a cer-

tificate of non-conformity memo
prepared by Board Attorney Donald
Fraser. In June 2011, the borough
rezoned some two-family areas to
a one-family zone, which affected
about 75 homes, board member
Kathy Villaggio said. Homes that
were built as two-family homes
prior to the re-zoning will need to
apply for a certificate of non-con-
formity in order to sell the prop-
erty.

The borough charges a $400 fee
to apply for the certificate of non-
conformity, which board members
argued was too high. Board mem-
ber Bill Nierstedt said Plainfield
charges $100.

The board recommended faxing
the memo to local realtors and
reducing the fee, which was not
specified. The issue would move
on to the borough council for a
vote.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco sug-
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gested the borough “go above the
call of duty” by notifying residents
through the borough’s newsletter.
She said some residents do not
use local realtors when selling. Ms.
Todisco also suggested offering to
waive the fee for one year.

Resident Darcy Wepprecht is in
the process of buying her mother’s
home at 509 Beech Avenue, and is
not using a realtor. She said the
certificate of occupancy (CO) was
lost in the flood in Cranford’s
records office. She asked what she
needed to do because her closing
is being held up since her mother
does not have a physical copy of
the CO. The board said she must
apply for a certificate of non-con-
formity right away.

Mr. Fraser said earlier that these
are the situations that residents
should guard against by applying
for a certificate of non-conformity
as soon as possible and not waiting
until the owner decides to sell,
thereby avoiding a crisis at closing.

Cranford Historical Society
To Hold Holiday Boutique

CRANFORD – Once again, the
Cranford Historical Society will
hold a Holiday Boutique at the
Crane-Phillips House Museum.
Visitors will have an opportunity
to buy decorations and ornaments
for their home as well as some
unusual items. The sale will ben-
efit the museum garden and
grounds.

Dates are: Monday through Fri-
day, November 26 to 30, and
Saturday, December 1. Hours are
Monday through Friday, 10:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and 6:30 to
8:30 p.m., and Saturday, 10:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. On Saturday,
the last day of the sale, children

will be able to meet Mrs. Claus.
Candy canes will be given out.
The Crane-Phillips House Museum
is located at 124 North Union
Avenue in Cranford.

This year, the Cranford Histori-
cal Society is celebrating its 85th
anniversary. The Society has been
dedicated to the perpetuation of
Cranford’s history by continuing
to collect and document the town’s
past up through the 21st century.

For further information, call the
historical society’s office at (908)
276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
The website is
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

K of C Collecting Items
For Garwood Family
GARWOOD — Seven people in-

cluding three children under the
age of 7 lost their house in a two-
family house fire in Garwood on
November 14. They escaped un-
harmed, but lost all their posses-
sions, and the house was de-
stroyed.

On behalf of the families, the
Garwood Knights of Columbus
are collecting the following items:
Canned and dry food goods, toi-
letries, cleaning supplies, dia-
pers, paper products, and super-
market gift cards. No clothes are
being accepted through Knights
of Columbus organization.

Monetary donations should be
made payable to: The Garwood
K of C Family House Fire Fund,
attention Keith Gallagher.

Donations can be dropped off
weekdays after 4 pm at the
Knights Hall, 37 South Avenue,
Garwood, located opposite of the
Pathmark. Parking is available
behind the building off Willow
Avenue. (Turn at Marty Shoes)
Please use side door entrance.
Those wishing to drop off dona-
tions on weekends are asked to
call first. For more information,
call the Knights after 4 p.m. week-
days at (908) 789-9809 or Mr.
Gallagher at (908) 789-0931.


