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GARWOOD  – The Garwood
Board of Education (BOE) heard
a report on Tuesday from Russell
Graham, head of the buildings
and grounds committee, regard-
ing damage left in the wake of
Hurricane Sandy. According to
Mr. Graham, Washington School
lost two trees and the flagpole
was demolished.

The two trees were borough
trees and were cleaned up by the
borough at no cost to the BOE,
Business Administrator Janine
Murray said. The BOE, however,
would be responsible for replac-
ing the flagpole, she added.

Should the flagpole be replaced,
it would cost $2,000 with a $1,000
insurance deductible, Ms. Murray
said. She said the board was
considering an option of placing
the flag on the building, as op-
posed to a flagpole.

Lincoln School did not lose
power during the storm, but was
closed for five days because, Su-
perintendent of School Teresa
Quigley said, it was unsafe for
children to come to school due to
the downed trees. Three snow
days were used for the closing.

Arthur L. Johnson High School
in Clark, where Garwood teenag-
ers attend high school, was closed
for six days; two snow days and
the cancellation of the teachers’
convention were used, Clark BOE
liaison Christine Guerriero re-
ported. The high school will be
open on President’s Day, Mon-
day, February 18, and the Mon-
day after Easter, Monday, April
1, to accommodate the other
two school days missed, she
added.

Mr. Graham said the Garwood
BOE’s buildings and grounds com-

mittee is looking to add $4,000
to the 2013-2014 budget for two
small generators to run Lincoln
School’s sump pumps, phone
system, refrigerator and freezer
in the event power goes out. The
committee is also considering a
battery backup for the phone
system at the school for $2,000.

“A majority of people in
Garwood will be forever changed
because of [Hurricane] Sandy,”
Superintendent Quigley said dur-
ing the superintendent’s report.
“All of our children have a lot of
questions.”

Board President Adele Lewis
thanked the staff members who
continued to work despite the
loss of power they had experi-
enced at home.

The Westfield Area “Y,” which is
under a five-year lease with the
BOE to use the Washington
School for daycare and preschool,
has begun excavating the
grounds for the new playground
and has already replaced a sec-
tion of sidewalk that was in need
of repair, Mr. Graham said.

In other news, the Education
Foundation of Garwood (EFG) an-
nounced it will hold a shopping
bazaar and silent auction on Fri-
day, December 14, at 6:30 p.m.
at Lincoln School, with proceeds
benefiting the Garwood family
recently displaced by fire, Hurri-
cane Sandy victims, as well as
EFG scholarships and grants.

The BOE organizational meet-
ing will be held January 3, 2013,
at 7 p.m. in Lincoln School, where
newly elected board members
Ms. Lewis, Barbara Greet and
Amanda Langston will be sworn
in.

Ms. Langston, newly elected to
the board, asked during the hear-
ing of the citizens why Lincoln

School was not used as a shel-
ter. Ms. Lewis said the state
dictates certain criteria, which
the school does not meet. She
said the board is looking into
what it can do in the future to
qualify the school as a shelter.
Ms. Quigley said the borough’s
library was used as a place for
residents to stay warm and
charge electronics.

The BOE began its meeting by
presenting certificates to stu-
dents who received perfect
scores on the NJASK.
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CRANFORD  – State Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) and Union County Free-
holder s held a Hurricane Sandy
recovery information session last
Wednesday evening in the Roy
Smith Theater of Union County
College in Cranford. The session
followed a town hall forum with
Asm. Bramnick serving as the
moderator. Questions from the
audience were referred to the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) representatives,
as well as insurance experts who
were present.

Sherry Bullock, a Plainfield resi-
dent, expressed concern over a
fallen tree on her home. Ms. Bul-

lock had filed a claim five days
earlier to have the tree removed,
yet her inquiries continued to go
unanswered. Ms. Bullock, a land-
lord, also voiced concern about
her tenants.

“These individuals work in places
where the power was out for days,”
she stated. “They lost pay. One of
my tenants could barely make
half of her rent for this month.”

Ms. Bullock said she does not
want to evict her tenants. She
asked if this inability to pay rent
would be common in Union County
during the following month. FEMA
representative Robert Angelo in-
structed Ms. Bullock to have her
residents contact the state for
disaster unemployment assis-
tance.

Pat and Vince Tomasso of
Westfield said they sustained se-
vere structural damage to their
home. Mrs. Tomasso stated her
insurance adjuster told her the
damages total approximately
$250,000.

“At what point,” Mrs. Tomasso
asked, “does the house become a
D.N.R? A ‘do not rebuild?’”

Public adjuster Mike Miller asked,
“Have you documented your loss
and taken the necessary photos?
Have you been proactive?”

Vince Tomasso revealed a large
portfolio filled with essential docu-
ments to prove his case. Mr. Miller
offered to talk with the Tomassos
at the conclusion of the forum.

Additional Union County resi-
dents continued to pose ques-
tions pertaining to tree removal.
A Union Township resident in-
quired about an uprooted, 65-
foot tree in her backyard. She
was instructed to call city hall as
each municipality differs with tree
pick-up services.

A Rahway resident wanted to
know if volunteers could remove
a tree from his yard. Mr. Bramnick

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONTINUING THEIR CAREERS…Cranford Cougars Chris Folinusz and
Ryan Williams will be continuing their baseball careers at Rutgers University
and North Carolina State University, respectively, next year. Pictured, left to
right, are: Darren Torsone (Director of Athletics), Folinusz, Williamson and
Dennis McCaffrey (Cranford Baseball Head Coach). Folinusz belted nine home
runs, including two in the Group 3 championship game, drilled 13 doubles, had
a 1.026 slugging percentage and a .506 avg. Mound ace Williamson, who batted
.392, finished with a 6-0 record with a 0.60 ERA. CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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