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l'ennemi du journaliste

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A variety of successful offensive
plays coupled with remarkable de-
fense allowed the second-seeded
Cranford High School football team
to glide to a 37-12 victory over
seventh-seed South Plainfield in
the first round of the NJSIAA North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 play-
offs in Cranford on November 16.
The 7-2 Cougars harvested 416
total yards on the ground and 33
yards in the air, while their de-
fense limited the 4-5 Tigers to one
rushing touchdown and one touch-
down via the air.

Cougar senior quarterback
Reggie Green galloped for 251
yards on 27 carries including (TD)
touchdowns runs of 16 and one
yard, respectively, and threw for
a third. Senior running back Jimmy
Dwyer broke away for a two-yard
(TD) touchdown, junior quarter-
back/defensive back John
Oblachinski ran for a 12-yard
touchdown, senior running back
Bobby Bruns snagged a 14-yard
touchdown and junior kicker Troy
Kettler kicked a 27-yard field goal
to cap the scoring.

South Plainfield quarterback
Kyle Moroney ran for a two-yard
touchdown and wide receiver/
defensive back senior Joe
Pellegrino had a 17-yard touch-
down catch in the fourth quarter
for South Plainfield.

“We watched a lot of films on
them. We saw that their defensive
linebackers do a lot of blitzing, so
we knew that if we picked up the
blitz the holes would be open. Chris
(Folinusz) and Dwyer do a great

job lead blocking for me and both
run the ball great as well. The
whole line did a great job; the holes
were there, a lot of faking. Usually
they try to stop me, but they needed
to stop Dwyer and Chris as well, so
it’s hard to stop all three of us. Our
run game was really excellent to-
day,” said Green who added. “De-

fense was great this week. Coach
Hubert did a great job coming up
with game plan and we executed it
great today.”

The Cougars notified the Tigers
early in the first quarter that they
were on a mission when they
moved the ball from the 47 to the
16-yard line where Green glided

right into the end zone. After a
Tiger three-and-out possession,
the Cougar ground attack, led by
Green and Dwyer marched 55

GREEN SCORES 2 TDs, RUSHES 251 YARDS; DWYER, OBLACHINSKI, BRUNS SCORE 1 TD EACH

Cougars Use Ground Attack to Stop Tiger Gridders, 37-12
yards on nine plays, ending with
Green’s one-yard keeper. The
extra point was good to make the
score 14-0.

The Tigers next possession went
nowhere. Eight plays later, with
5:50 left in the half, Green an-
swered with a 14-yard pass
completion to Bruns. The point

after was good to extend the lead
to 21-0.

“We knew if we did what we
were coached to do and just kept
to our game plan, we could do it.
We knew that they ran a lot of
screens, a lot of draws and knew

to stay a few yards deep and wait
for it to come to us; the big hits
would come on the draws and not
the sacks, so it worked out nicely,”
said senior defensive tackle Jeff
Weiss (4 tackles, sack).

The Tigers, who did have trouble
contending with the Cougar de-
fensive unit, did manage to get on
the scoreboard, marching 14 yards
on three plays ending with
Moroney’s two-yard plunge with
0:25.4 left in the half.

More bad news for South
Plainfield came later in the third
quarter when Green and Dwyer
continued their aggression and
reeked havoc on the helpless Ti-
gers. From their own three-yard
line, the Cougars moved the ball to
the Tiger two where Dwyer zipped
in for the touchdown.

In the fourth quarter, the Cougars
added three points to their total on
Ketler’s 27-yard field goal. With
1:14 remaining, quarterback
Oblachinski finished the Cougar scor-
ing with a 12-yard touchdown run.

“No matter what team we’re
playing every week, we never
change what we’re doing. Defen-
sively, each person does his job;
no matter what; we never change
it. We’ve learned the hard way
last year. When you start chang-
ing things in the middle of the
game to adapt, that is where you
crumble. We all have our specific
assignments,” said senior line-
backer Nick Diaz, who finished
with eight tackles.

Linebacker Matt DiMartino had
eight tackles, while defensive
backs Joe Vicci, Bobby Bruns and
Kevin Trotter had six, four and
four tackles, respectively. Defen-
sive lineman Ryan Farrell also
made four tackles.

The Cougars will host Palisades
Park on Friday, November 30, at
7 p.m.
S. Plainfield   0   6   0   6 12
Cranford   7 14   7   9 37

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THREE CAPTAINS…Cougar co-captains Reggie Green, Nick Diaz and Chris Folinusz head for the center of the field.
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