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POLICE BLOTTER
WF Presbyterian Church

Launches Saturday Service
WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian

Church in Westfield has announced it
will start holding a Saturday worship
service beginning December 1.

The additional time for worship
will be held in the chapel, located in
the Parish House at 140 Mountain
Avenue, starting at 5 p.m.

The new service is being described
as a “come as you are” event for
families and individuals. Church lead-
ers decided to institute the extra ser-
vice for those who cannot attend ei-
ther of the two Sunday services –
including families with a child’s sport-
ing event, the more than 40 Sunday
school teachers, those who have to
work, those who simply have a hard
time getting up in the morning and
anyone else who cannot make it to
church on Sunday.

Because the Presbyterian Church
will be the only Protestant church in
Westfield to offer a service on Satur-
day afternoons, the new service will
enhance its outreach to the commu-
nity and support its mission, which is
to invite, serve and grow.

The decision to start the Saturday
service was made after the congrega-
tion was polled and the findings were
presented to the church’s ruling body.
A survey was sent in August to 826
congregants, with a follow-up e-mail
to non-responders in September. More
than 10 percent of the congregation
responded, with more than 75 percent
of the respondents saying they would
attend the service on occasion and 36
percent committing to attending the
service one or more times a month.

Church officials deemed the re-
sponse as sufficient interest to sup-
port starting the new service. They
added that, based on the feedback,
attendance will not detract from the
other services since the Saturday ser-
vice is catering to those who would
not have otherwise attended service
that week on Sunday.

For additional fellowship, dinner
may be served from time to time
following the Saturday service. A
pizza dinner is planned after the De-
cember 1 startup service. The new
service is open to the public.

SP-FHS Chamber Choir to
Offer Afternoon of Music

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will present an
afternoon of musical entertainment
at the library’s Sunday Afternoon
Concert Series. Featured will be the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Chamber Choir on Sunday,
December 2, at 2 p.m.

The auditioned 16-voice en-
semble, under the direction of Jan
Allen, will perform a variety of holi-
day music, mainly a cappella in ad-
dition to other selections from the
group’s current repertoire.

The group includes students who
are very accomplished instrumentally
and vocally, many of who addition-
ally perform in the All-State and Re-

gional Choirs, the SPFHS musical
productions and the other SPFHS
choral and instrumental groups. All
of the SPFHS choirs will perform at
the Winter Concert in the SPFHS
auditorium on Tuesday, December
18, at 7:30 p.m.

The concert will be open to the
public and free of charge. Registra-
tion is not required. Seating will be-
gin at 1:30 p.m. on a first come, first-
served basis.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the cen-
ter of the township.

For more information, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204.

AFTERNOON OF MUSIC...The Scotch Plains Public Library will host an
afternoon of musical entertainment at the library’s Sunday Afternoon Concert
Series. Featured will be the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Chamber Choir
on Sunday, December 2, at 2 p.m.

‘Y’ Reschedules Events That
Were Postponed by Sandy

WESTFIELD  – The Westfield Area
“Y” hopes the community found the
Main “Y” Facility to be a resource
for warmth, friendship and some
stress relief during the aftermath of
Hurricane Sandy. In an effort to bring
the community back together again,
the “Y” has rescheduled the follow-
ing events:

The Fifth Grade Dance at the Rob-
ert and Virginia Bauer Family
Branch, 422 East Broad Street in
Westfield, has been rescheduled for
Friday, December 7, from 7:30 to
9:30 p.m. Participants can hang out
with friends or mix with new ones.
There will be a DJ team that will
spin music, run games and have
plenty of giveaways. A fifth-grade
event participation form with parent
signature is required (one form is
valid for school year) and can be
found on westfieldynj.org. There will
be drinks and snacks available for a
nominal fee and a valet drop-off/
pickup area. The cost is $7 in ad-
vance until 6 p.m. the day of the
dance at the Main “Y” Welcome
Center or $10 at the door. For more
information, call Jean Cruz at (908)
233-2700, extension no. 417.

The Garwood Open House at the
Garwood Family Center “Y,” located
at 500 East Street, has been resched-
uled for Saturday, December 8, from
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Visitors to the

“Y”’s newest location will have an
opportunity to learn more about the
child care programs, meet the staff,
explore the classrooms and indoor
activity room and enjoy special fam-
ily entertainment and activities. The
open house will be free and open to
the community. Light refreshments
will be served. For information, con-
tact Melinda McHale at (908) 301-
1616 or e-mail
mmchale@westfieldynj.org.

The 20th Annual Synchronized
Swimming Show featuring the
Westfield Area “Y” Aquaducks has
been rescheduled for Saturday, De-
cember 15, at 1 and 7 p.m. and Sun-
day, December 16, at 1 p.m. at the
Main “Y.” This event will feature
acrobatics and graceful water danc-
ing. Tickets are $7 for adults and $4
for children under 12 and all pro-
ceeds will go to support the team.
Tickets are available at the Welcome
Center of the Westfield Area “Y” or
through team members. Snacks, gifts
and raffles also will be available.

 The Sports Open House has been
rescheduled for Sunday, January 6,
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the
Main “Y” Facility. Free for members
and the community, it will offer a
climbing wall, class samplers, fun
junction, giveaways and more.

To learn more about Westfield Area
“Y” programs, visit westfieldynj.org.

Nominees Are Sought For
Women of Excellence Awards
COUNTY – Members of the pub-

lic are invited to submit their nomina-
tions for the 21st Annual Women of
Excellence Awards program, spon-
sored by the Union County Com-
mission on the Status of Women and
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

In particular, the Commission on
the Status of Women invites residents
to submit nominations that reflect an
extra effort to assist others in the
aftermath of Hurricane Sandy.

The Women of Excellence pro-
gram recognizes the many contribu-
tions that women make to life in
Union County. Women who live, work
or volunteer in Union County are eli-
gible to be nominated.

“As the Union County commu-
nity has pulled together to overcome
the worst of Hurricane Sandy, this

year’s Women of Excellence nomi-
nees will reflect the strength and
spirit that so many women displayed
in the face of the crisis,” Union
County Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella said.

The Women of Excellence who are
selected from the pool of nominees
will be honored at a celebratory din-
ner to be held on Friday, March 22,
2013, at Galloping Hill Caterers in
Union Township.

The nomination process is open to
women ages 21 years or older. To
obtain a nomination form, contact
Madeline Brigantino at (908) 527-
4144 or mbrigantino@ucnj.org or
visit ucnj.org/women-of-excellence-
award/.

The completed form should be
mailed to Jane O’Hara, Union
County Commission on the Status
of Women, 708 Newark Avenue,
Westfield, N.J. 07090. Nominations
must be postmarked by Saturday,
December 1, 2012.

Preparer Pleads Guilty To
Employment Tax Fraud
SCOTCH PLAINS – The owner

and operator of Tax John, Inc., a tax
preparation firm with offices in
Plainfield and Scotch Plains, has
pleaded guilty to employment tax
fraud.

John Armbrister, 57, of Plainfield
entered his guilty plea in federal court
before U.S. District Judge Katharine
S. Hayden. Armbrister pleaded guilty
for failure to account for and pay
over payroll taxes. Sentencing is
scheduled for February 25, 2013.

“Business owners have a responsi-
bility to withhold income taxes for
their employees and remit those taxes
to the Internal Revenue Service,”
stated Shantelle Kitchen, acting spe-
cial agent in charge, IRS-Criminal
Investigation, Newark Field Office.
“The failure to withhold and pay over
employment taxes is a very serious
offense that will not be tolerated.”

At his plea hearing and according
to court documents, Armbrister
owned and operated Tax John, Inc., a
tax preparation firm. Armbrister was
an enrolled Agent, which permitted
him to represent taxpayers before the
IRS and he also taught tax prepara-
tion training classes, authorities said.
Armbrister was responsible for col-
lecting, accounting for and paying
over payroll taxes for his employees.
Armbrister also was responsible for
filing with the IRS.
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Probitas Verus Honos

Westfield
Wednesday, November 14, a stu-

dent at Edison Intermediate School
reported that someone removed his
iPhone4, valued at $200, from his
locker.

Wednesday, November 14, a resi-
dent of the 400 block of Edgewood
Avenue reported that someone re-
moved a Rockwell Sonicrafter 21-
piece multi-tool kit, valued at $119,
from his motor vehicle. The ve-
hicle was parked on the street at
the time.

Wednesday, November 14, Jus-
tin I. Austin, 22, of Roselle was
picked up at the Linden Police De-
partment on an outstanding
Westfield warrant in the amount of
$190.

Wednesday, November 14, a
business on the 600 block of West
North Avenue reported the theft of
a bottle of perfume, valued at $89.
According to police, the suspect
fled in a dark-colored sedan.

Thursday, November 15, the
owner of a business in Kearny re-
ported that his company did work
for a resident of Westfield and was
never paid for the work once it was
completed.

Thursday, November 15, a resi-
dent of Canterbury Road reported
that someone removed $3,785 from
his bank account without his au-
thorization.

Thursday, November 15, Kevin
Brown, 30, of Selden, N.Y. was
arrested and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana after a motor ve-
hicle stop on the 200 block of Clark
Street. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and
released.

Thursday, November 15, a resi-
dent of Stevens Avenue reported
that someone opened up a credit
card in his name without his au-
thorization and made $1,479 in
charges.

Friday, November 16, a student
of Edison Intermediate School re-
ported that someone removed his
iPhone4f, valued at $200, from his
locker.

Saturday, November 17, a resi-
dent of Bradford Avenue reported
that his 2006 Hyundai was removed
from the 600 block of West North
Avenue.

Saturday, November 17, a gold
purse was found at the south-side
train station and turned over to
police.

Sunday, November 18, a resi-
dent of the 1400 block of Boule-
vard reported that someone entered
his unlocked motor vehicle and
removed a pair of prescription sun-
glasses, valued at $200, and ap-
proximately $6 in coins.

Sunday, November 18, a resi-
dent of the 1000 block of Boule-
vard reported that someone entered
his unlocked motor vehicle and
removed approximately $2 in
coins, along with headphones.

Sunday, November 18, a busi-
ness on the 100 block of Elm Street
reported that someone removed a
bottle of perfume, valued at $155.

Scotch Plains
Monday, November 12, a resi-

dent of Morse Avenue reported that
sometime overnight someone en-
tered his yard and removed a gen-
erator that was valued at approxi-
mately $800.

Monday, November 12, a resi-
dent of Valleyscent Avenue reported
that she has received multiple phone
calls during which the unknown
person yells obscenities at her.

Tuesday, November 13, a busi-
ness owner on Park Avenue re-
ported that sometime overnight
someone illegally dumped an old
washer and dryer on his property.

Tuesday, November 13, a resi-
dent of Park Place reported that
someone used her credit card num-
ber and made several thousand dol-
lars in purchases without her au-
thorization.

Wednesday, November 14, a resi-
dent of Watchung Terrace reported
that someone charged approxi-
mately $500 to her PayPal account
without her authorization.

Friday, November 16, residents
of Martine Avenue reported that
sometime overnight someone dam-
aged a sign that was on their prop-
erty.

Friday, November 16, Joseph
Stanzone, 29, of Edison was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop
on Rahway Road on an outstand-
ing $1,240 warrant issued by the
South Plainfield Court. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Saturday, November 17, Rene
Zevallos-Vera, 36, of Bergenfield
was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22 on a no-bail war-
rant issued by the Bergen County
Sheriff ’s Department. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released to the
Bergen County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.

Sunday, November 18, Edward
Hood, 20, of North Brunswick was
arrested and charged with obstruc-
tion of justice after a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22, at which time
Hood allegedly gave multiple
names and dates of birth. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Garwood
Wednesday, October 17, Rosario

A. Castro, 54, of Garwood was
charged with failure to yield to a
pedestrian, careless driving and
driving while intoxicated (DWI).
The arrest was the result of a po-
lice investigation of a motor ve-
hicle accident with a bicyclist.
Castro was released with a pend-
ing court date.

Thursday, October 18, Victoria
Vega, 19, of Perth Amboy was ar-
rested and charged with driving
with an obstructed view, not wear-
ing a seatbelt, failure to keep right,
careless driving, possession of a
CDS in a motor vehicle and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on the
100 block of North Avenue. Also
arrested was passenger Samantha
P. Jelley, 19, of Edison, who was
charged with possession of a CDS.
Both were released with pending
court dates.

Saturday, October 20, Taylor E.
Carvalho, 21, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with driving
with an obstructed view, having a
suspended driver’s license and pos-
session of CDS following a motor
vehicle stop on the 900 block of
Center Street. Also arrested was
passenger Joshua Sanchez, 20, of
Linden, who was charged with pos-
session of a CDS and underage
drinking. Both were released with
pending court dates.

Sunday, October 21, Christian
Breskin, 20, of Cranford was ar-
rested and charged with speeding,
possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance (CDS), possession
of CDS in a motor vehicle and
possession of drug paraphernalia
following a motor vehicle stop on
West Holly Street. Also arrested
was passenger Azzriah Lazar, 18,
of Edison, who was charged with
possession of a CDS. Both were
released with pending court dates.

Fanwood
Tuesday,  November 13,

Rashmare Baker, 24, of Elizabeth
was arrested on an active warrant
out of Fanwood after a motor ve-
hicle stop on the 100 block of South
Avenue. He was processed and re-
leased by the Fanwood Municipal
Court. Marva Baker, 56, of Eliza-
beth, a passenger in the vehicle,
was arrested on an active warrant
out of Elizabeth. She was processed
and released by the Elizabeth Mu-
nicipal Court.

Friday, November 16, while a
patron of a business on the 500
block of North Avenue was shop-
ping, someone removed his iPad3
and a camera, with a combined
value of $860, from his motor ve-
hicle.

Saturday,  November 17,
Lawrence Zambita,  32,  of
Kenilworth was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at North
Avenue and Tillotson Road and
charged with DWI. According to
police, while the officer was speak-
ing with Zambita, he could detect
a strong odor of an alcoholic bev-
erage coming from the vehicle and
asked him to step out of the vehicle
to perform field sobriety tests,
which he was unable to perform.
He was processed and turned over
to a responsible person.

Sunday, November 18, Giancarlo
Silva, 28, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at
Terrill Road and Midway Avenue
on an active warrant  out  of
Piscataway. He was processed,
posted bail and released.

Sunday, November 18, Lyle
Dungee, 27, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle
stop at South Avenue and Old South
Avenue West on an active warrant
out of Summit. He was processed
and released by the Summit Mu-
nicipal Court.


