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   FANWOOD  CROSSING

250 South Avenue, Fanwood, NJ        Call 908-757-2005    For Leasing Information

The design, amenities, proximity to downtown, and easy commute to New York City
will make this property one of the most desirable communities in New Jersey

Elite Properties is proud to offer Victorian Charm right in the heart of Fanwood, NJ

Now Leasing!  Rents Start at $2,100 per month....Pet Friendly too!

IMMEDIATE
OCCUPANCY

****

Only 4
Apartments left!

BROKERS
WELCOME
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Holiday Shopping Spree to
Support Local Businesses

AREA – The Scotch Plains and
Fanwood Business and Professional
Associations are co-sponsoring the
“Holiday Shop+Dine Local” event
throughout the two towns – encour-
aging holiday shoppers to help both
local business communities hit hard
from the recent storm. The two-
week, free shopping spree starts on
Saturday, November 24, and finishes
on Saturday, December 9.

The first 300 shoppers can pick up
their free gift bag (while supplies
last) along with an event informa-
tion pack at the Apple Blossom
Flower Shop in Scotch Plains or
Frank’s Auto Repair in Fanwood.
Shoppers can enter the contest any-
time during the event period.

There will be two additional grand-

prize drawings featuring holiday
shopping spree gift vouchers of $250
and $500, respectively, and which
require shoppers to make purchases
for eligibility. The gift vouchers can
be used at any participating Scotch
Plains or Fanwood merchants. Shop-
pers may enter as many times as they
qualify.

The completed tickets and pur-
chase receipts must be returned to
Apple Blossom Flower Shop by 5
p.m., Saturday, December 8, for a
quick review and entry into the con-
test drawings. Winners will be con-
tacted directly. Winners need not be
present to win.

For more information, visit
www.visitscotchplains.com or
www.fanwoodbusiness.com.

GW Bd. OKs Roofing Biz
For North Ave. Location

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The borough’s zon-
ing board last Wednesday approved an
application from Powell’s Properties
for a site plan for its roofing business to
occupy an existing structure and to
construct a 900-square foot, two-door
garage in the rear of 210 North Avenue.

Gary Powell, the owner of the busi-
ness, purchased the property at the end
of August and will move his business
from Westfield to Garwood. He plans
to have an office and small showroom
to showcase the roofing shingles and
siding materials customers can choose
from for their home.

The garage will store equipment and
bulk materials during the off-season.

The applicant withdrew its variance
application for the garage to be situated
five feet from the rear lot line and
moved it 10 feet from the rear lot line to
conform with borough requirements.

In the original plan, Mr. Powell was

to pave the driveway partially with
some gravel for cost reasons, and the
board made it a condition to have the
driveway fully paved by May 2014.

The existing fence will be removed
and replaced with board on board fenc-
ing, with a landscaping buffer in the
rear of the property. Mr. Powell also
said in the future, he plans to reside and
re-shingle the office space, as well as
replace the existing flagpole.

Fernando Fiorini, the owner of the
four-family home adjacent to the rear
of the property, had concerns about
drainage, adding that currently, water
runs off into his property. “I’m really
concerned for the tenants,” he said.

Mr. Powell said he plans to have a
gutter system on the garage that will
drain underground to the front of the
property.

The board also discussed a certifi-
cate of non-conformity memo prepared
by Board Attorney Donald Fraser. In
June 2011, the borough rezoned some
two-family areas to a one-family zone,
which affected about 75 homes, board
member Kathy Villaggio said. Homes
that were built as two-family homes
prior to the re-zoning will need to apply
for a certificate of non-conformity in
order to sell the property.

The borough charges a $400 fee to
apply for the certificate of non-confor-
mity, which board members argued
was too high. Board Member Bill
Nierstedt said Plainfield charges $100.

The board recommended faxing the
memo to local realtors and reducing
the fee, which was not specified. The
issue would move on to the borough
council for a vote.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco sug-
gested the borough “go above the call
of duty” by notifying residents through
the borough’s newsletter. She said
some residents do not use local realtors
when selling. Ms. Todisco also sug-
gested offering to waive the fee for
one year.

Resident Darcy Wepprecht is in the
process of buying her mother’s home
at 509 Beech Avenue, and is not using
a realtor. She said the certificate of
occupancy (CO) was lost in the flood
in Cranford records’ office. She asked
what she needed to do because her
closing is being held up because her
mother does not have a physical copy
of the CO. The board said she must
apply for a certificate of non-confor-
mity right away.

Mr. Fraser said earlier that these are
the situations that residents should
guard against by applying for a certifi-
cate of non-conformity as soon as
possible and not wait until the owner
decides to sell, thereby avoiding a
crisis at closing.

He traced the genesis of Fanny
Wood’s story to Sheelen’s General
Store, owned in the early 1900s by
Charles and Augustus Sheelen. Mr.
Weiss says the Sheelens were prob-
ably the first to tell of Fanny. They
claimed she was the daughter of a
Central Railroad president; she would
sit beneath the old Fanwood Oak
writing laudatory poems about
Fanwood and often stayed at Kytes’
Boarding House.

The Fanwood Oak was as real as
could be. It stood for 400 years in
Fanwood and is depicted on the
borough’s seal. Kyte House also is a
bona fide Fanwood location, dating
back to about 1790. By 1890 it had
become a boarding house, operated
by the two maiden Kyte sisters.
Fanwood’s growth certainly paral-
leled the growth of the Central Rail-
road.

Nevertheless, Mr. Weiss found no
Central Railroad presidents surnamed
Wood, nor could he find any Woods
in the Kyte House registry. Un-
daunted, he contacted a living de-
scendant of the Sheelens, Marge
Sheelen Somers, in Toms River. She
and her family friend, Mary Pandik
Havlicek, are true believers in the
story of Fanny Wood, but they, too,

reported that when they returned to
Fanwood to seek her past, they
found only dead ends.

Finally, Mr. Weiss’ research took
him to the Plainfield Public Library.
There, Sarah Hull, head archivist,
showed him a map that led him to
the discovery that ended his quest,
though it failed to turn up the ghost
of Fanny Wood.

The map was undated save for an
anonymous penciled “1882” in the
lower right corner. As an old typog-
raphy pro, Mr. Weiss could not help
but notice its beautiful details —
two-toned color, angled type curv-
ing alongside the rail lines —
touches he says were hard to pro-
duce in an era when type was set by
hand, one metal letter at a time.

Instead of “Fanwood Park,” Mr.
Weiss was surprised to find the bor-
ough clearly labeled “Fawnwood
Park.” A simple Internet search re-
veals many towns called Fawnwood
throughout the United States.

He now surmises that the
borough’s name sprang from a typo
when someone, down the line, left
out the “w” in Fanwood’s original
name. Typos were common then,
he says. In fact, the same map lists
“Cranford” as “Granford,” a mis-
take easy to make when type letters
were kept in drawers, and a “G”
could easily make its way into the
“C” slot.

Mr. Weiss figures some will ques-
tion his evidence, but he finds satis-
faction in the tangibility of the map
in his hands. As far as he is con-
cerned, the map definitively settles
Fanny in a place he calls “The Land
of Make Believe,” where The Tooth
Fairy and other happy heroes of
childhood also reside.

Yet, as glad as he is of his find,
and as much as solid evidence ex-
cites his journalistic spirit, he still
urges Fanwoodians to continue em-
bracing the exhortation in Plainfield
High School’s 1917 alma mater to
“revere” Fanny Wood, and “honor
[her] name.” “Don’t change a thing,”
he says. “Fanwood Forever!”

His documentary airs this month
and is dedicated to an authentic
Fanny W., Frances “Fanny”
Kunzman Weiss, his mother.
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Fanny Wood

Vince Tomasso revealed a large
portfolio filled with essential docu-
ments to prove his case. Mr. Miller
offered to talk with the Tomassos at
the conclusion of the forum.

Additional Union County residents
continued to pose questions pertain-
ing to tree removal. A Union Town-
ship resident inquired about an up-
rooted, 65-foot tree in her backyard.
She was instructed to call city hall as
each municipality differs with tree pick-
up services.

A Rahway resident wanted to know
if volunteers could remove a tree from
his yard. Mr. Bramnick told him to call
2-1-1, as well as the office of Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch
Plains), who also was in attendance, as
the man resides in her legislative dis-
trict.

In regards to fallen trees, residents
were told about disaster loans as well as
low-interest government loans. These
loans do, however, consider a
homeowner’s credit. They also were
told to contact (800) 659-2955 or to
visit sba.gov for more disaster assis-
tance information.

Another topic of interest related to
the issue of vacation homes located at
the Jersey Shore. The audience was
instructed that unless the home is an
income property, meaning a house
rented out by an individual, FEMA will
not cover the loss.

Residents in attendance also were
provided with information pertaining
to insurance from insurance advisor

Jim Venezia. Asw. Stender revealed to
residents that Sandy was not techni-
cally considered a hurricane. Rather,
Sandy was defined as a “tropical wind-
storm depression.” Therefore, a hurri-
cane insurance deductible does not
apply, which ultimately works to a
homeowner’s advantage.

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
also informed the audience about a
request for additional FEMA stations
to open in Plainfield and Linden, as not
everyone can make it to the location at
100 South Springfield Avenue in
Springfield. The Plainfield station just
opened at 400 East Front Street.

In response to the storm, Assembly-
man Jerry Green (D-22, Plainfield)
expressed concern about residents not
getting what they deserve from their
insurance policies.

“It seems like a lack of communica-
tion as to what people can get and what
they are entitled to. No offense to any-
one speaking here tonight, but we need
to focus on rebuilding New Jersey,”
Asm. Green stated.

Asm. Bramnick agreed with Asm.
Green, stating, “We’ve only begun to
discuss these issues, but Union County
residents have pulled together and found
a way to get through this as Union
County residents do.”

For more information on how FEMA
can help their particular situation, Union
County residents were instructed to
call (877) 424-1234 or to visit ucnj.org.
Further information also can be found
at floodsmart.gov.
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Hurricane Recovery Forum

ment has been rapid in recent years,
“is not safe anymore,” he said. An-
other ordinance introduced on Tues-
day will increase dog license fees
from $6.20 to $10 for neutered ca-
nines and from $9.20 to $15 for non-
neutered dogs.

Mayor DePaola said she hopes the
council will soon be able to announce
appointments to the consolidation
study commission looking at a merger
between Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
The council is requesting applica-
tions from interested residents, two
of who will be council appointments
to the panel. The council also hopes
to appoint a resident to act as liaison
to the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders, specifically to at-
tend the freeholder board’s weekly
meetings and report back to the Scotch
Plains government on what is tran-
spiring.

Richard Polhamus and Jim Fawcett
were appointed to the township plan-
ning board, replacing Thomas Russo
and Alice Agran.
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concern for supplies of diesel fuel.
By November 2 staff at the facility

felt comfortable enough with the situ-
ation at the plant to return to some-
thing approximating their normal
lives. Mr. Valent said the authority
had learned a lot from coping with
this storm and put together a list to
address concerns that were discov-
ered as a result of the hurricane.

In other business, the board re-
hired Hazen and Sawyer as the
authority’s consulting engineer. Sev-
eral people spoke highly of T&M
Associates, the low bidder on the
contract, but a decision was made to
pay about a 25-percent premium for
Hazen and Sawyer’s expertise in some
areas of interest to RVSA. The con-
tract for 2013 is valued slightly under
$41,000.
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Fanwoodians that response to Hurri-
cane Sandy would be “something to
remember if ever the vote should
come up for consolidation.” Mr. Nagy
recalled another massive storm, The
Great Hurricane of 1938, which he
witnessed at age 15. Like Sandy, that
hurricane came on during high tide
and a full moon. He said people were
entirely unprepared for its devasta-
tion.

Historian Cherie Burns told The
Christian Science Monitor that in
1938 there “were picnics on the beach,
since New Englanders thought it was
fun to go down there and look at these
storms.” As a result, that storm killed
700 people. Mr. Nagy expressed grati-
tude for the preparation and early
warning systems that reduced such
fatalities during Hurricane Sandy,
which totaled 110.

Councilman Russell Huegel summed
up the general feeling, saying that re-
sponse to Sandy brought forth, “A group
effort, the whole borough at its finest.”
He asked that, “as we pivot away from
‘Superstorm Sandy’,” citizens would
be patient with continuing brush re-
moval. The DPW estimates Christmas
as a target date for full leaf removal.

Mr. Huegel encouraged shoppers to
support the Fanwood Business and
Professional Association’s Shop and
Dine event from November 24 to De-
cember 8 to bring business back into
full swing after the hurricane.

The governing body passed an or-
dinance to temporarily waive construc-
tion fees in order to assist residents
with rebuilding efforts.

T&M engineer Antonios
Panagopoulos noted that a tree hit
the new LaGrande Park pavilion
during Sandy, saying, “Unfortu-
nately, we now have a skylight in the
sun shelter.” The pavilion’s custom-
made roof braces were destroyed.
He said the repair depends on their
reconstruction and delivery, but he
hopes it will conclude by spring.
The LaGrande tennis courts also are
being repaired.

In other news, Councilman Mike
Szuch reported stellar turnout for
the recent 5K Race and Family Fun
Run – almost 550 runners. He con-
gratulated brothers Adam and
Walter Biner, who challenged one
another to join the race and won
first and second place, respectively.

A resolution was passed award-
ing a contract for new doors on the
historic Carriage House to Wenger
Kois Architects. The council also
approved promotions to Patrolman
A for police officers Thomas
Chisolm and Ryan Gilmore. In ad-
dition, Borough Administrator/
Clerk Eleanor McGovern was ap-
pointed Americans with Disabili-
ties Act (ADA) coordinator for
Fanwood.

John Celardo, who worked at the
National Archives and Records Ad-
ministration in New York for 35
years (1970-2005), and has been
deeply involved with preserving
Fanwood’s history, retired from his
post as the Fanwood Planning
Board’s Historic Preservation Com-
mission liaison.

Mayor Mahr bid “longtime cham-
pion, advocate and volunteer”
Donna Dolce goodbye. Ms. Dolce,
who is moving to Delaware, was
presented the first ever Key to the
City at a November 18 send-off
party. She thanked the mayor and
council and proclaimed, “Fanwood
is a great place to put down roots,
and also a place that allows you to
have wings and move forward.”

Mayor Mahr explained that The
Fanwoodian will be late and encour-
aged everyone to get on the borough’s
e-mail list and to sign up for Union
County First Alerts. She closed by
reminding residents of the upcoming
tree lighting ceremony and visit from
Santa at the train station on Sunday,
December 2, from 3 to 5 p.m.

At the start of the meeting, Cub
Scouts from Pack Four, working on
a Citizenship activity, led the Pledge
of Allegiance.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council

Catherine Watson for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE…Cub Scouts from Pack Four, working on a
Citizenship activity, led the Pledge of Allegiance at the start of the Fanwood
Council meeting on Tuesday night. Pictured in the background are Fanwood
Police Chief Richard Trigo and Mayor Colleen Mahr.


