
Serving the community since 1959

SEVENTY FIVE CENTS(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 53rd YEAR – ISSUE NO. 47-2012 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Thursday, November 22, 2012

Become Part of the Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Sales Team
At Coldwell Banker, there are no sales positions... just exceptional real estate careers!

Westfi eld - West  |  600 North Avenue West, Westfi eld  |  908-233-0065  |  www.coldwellbankermoves.com/westfi eldwest
©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALSSnap this QR 
code with your 
Smartphone 
to visit our 
Web site

George Kraus
Branch Vice President

 Happy Thanksgiving...From the staff of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. Fanwood Train Station, above.  (2006 archives)
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WHAT’S IN A NAME...George Weiss recently embarked on a mission to reveal
how Fanwood got its name. Pictured, an old map Mr. Weiss found at the Plainfield
Public Library, circa 1882, indicates the borough was once called Fawnwood Park.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HURRICANE RELIEF…An independent children’s theater group which was
founded and organized by high school sophomore Lina Zikas performed songs
from the musical Seussical in order to raise money for “Charity Starts at Home”
for hurricane relief in Fanwood. The group will perform Seussical in the
auditorium of St. Bartholomew Academy in Scotch Plains on Saturday, Decem-
ber 1, at 7 p.m. and Sunday, December 2, at 1 p.m.

‘Fanny Wood’ Still Resides
In Land of Make Believe
By CATHERINE WATSON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – George Weiss spent
nearly 40 years in newspaper adver-
tising. By the time he retired from
print media in 1991, he had pre-
sented his specialized knowledge of
graphics and typography to major
press associations in 46 states and
five Canadian provinces.

Since then, he has largely stayed in
New Jersey, directing Fanwood’s
community television. But this year,
the octogenarian embarked on an
odyssey closer to home, one that
interweaves his personal past with
some of Fanwood’s most cherished
historical sites and stories.

Mr. Weiss’ latest mission was
sparked by a September 29 Star-

Ledger article. He was interviewed
for the piece, which investigated the
mysterious origins of Fanwood’s
name.

The topic has been the subject of
several documentary inquiries over
the years, as Fanwood is believed to
be the only town so-named in the
United States. Local lore has it that
the borough was named after one
Miss Fanny Wood. Although she is
honored every year during the
borough’s celebration of Fanny Wood
Day, stories about her identity vary,
and no one has ever been able to
verify any of them.

Mr. Weiss, an ardent local histo-
rian, decided to produce a documen-
tary of his own on the matter.

Sandy Recovery Forum Held
At Union County College

By MARIA A. MEGA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — State Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield)
and the Union County Freeholders
held a Hurricane Sandy recovery in-
formation session last Wednesday
evening in the Roy Smith Theater of
Union County College in Cranford.
The session followed a town hall
forum with Asm. Bramnick serving
as the moderator. Questions from the
audience were referred to the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) representatives, as well as
insurance experts who were present.

Sherry Bullock, a Plainfield resi-
dent, expressed concern over a fallen
tree on her home. Ms. Bullock had
filed a claim five days earlier to have
the tree removed, yet her inquiries
continued to go unanswered. Ms.
Bullock, a landlord, also voiced con-
cern about her tenants.

“These individuals work in places
where the power was out for days,”

she stated. “They lost pay. One of my
tenants could barely make half of her
rent for this month.”

Ms. Bullock said she does not want
to evict her tenants. She asked if this
inability to pay rent would be com-
mon in Union County during the fol-
lowing month. FEMA representative
Robert Angelo instructed Ms. Bul-
lock to have her residents contact the
state for disaster unemployment as-
sistance.

Pat and Vince Tomasso of Westfield
said they sustained severe structural
damage to their home. Mrs. Tomasso
stated her insurance adjuster told her
the damages total approximately
$250,000.

“At what point,” Mrs. Tomasso
asked, “does the house become a
D.N.R? A ‘do not rebuild?’”

Public adjuster Mike Miller asked,
“Have you documented your loss and
taken the necessary photos? Have
you been proactive?”
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Courtesy of Joan Barron
GIVING THANKS...Students at Mother Seton Regional High School in Clark
collected over 45 Thanksgiving baskets for the needy.  Homeroom representa-
tives on each grade level were responsible for the coordination of these efforts.
They will be distributed to Saint John’s Food Pantry in Clark-Linden and also
to the Elizabeth Coalition for the Homeless in Elizabeth. Pictured, left to right,
are: Student Council officers Erin Alexander of Linden; Catherine Serzan of
Westfield; Tiffany Soares of East Brunswick; Hannah Clark of Scotch Plains;
Elizabeth Valenti of Iselin and Sister Jacquelyn, moderator.

Scotch Plains Township Officials
Provide Post-Hurricane Updates

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
officials this week spoke about efforts
during and after Hurricane Sandy, a
storm Police Chief Brian Mahoney
described as being “of epic propor-
tions.”

At the township council’s meeting
on Tuesday night, a $500,000 emer-
gency appropriation was approved that
will be used primarily, according to
Township Manager Henry Underhill,
for debris removal, with some of the
funding also earmarked for repairs of

various public facilities damaged dur-
ing the October 29 storm that knocked
out power to much of Scotch Plains
well into the following week.

Mayor Mary DePaola announced
that a town hall meeting is being ar-
ranged for some time in the next few
weeks during which officials from
PSE&G will be available to speak with
and answer questions from residents
about the days-long power outages and
the utility’s efforts to restore electricity.

Meanwhile, Mr. Underhill said de-
bris cleanup from the storm is continu-
ing. The emergency cleanup of tree

debris has ended, he said, and now
more routine pickups of branches and
debris from yards is underway and will
hopefully be completed within two
weeks. The township website,
scotchplainsnj.com, provides updated
information regarding which streets
have been cleared and which ones have
not.

Chief Mahoney, the township’s new
emergency management coordinator,
said the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) would cover 75
percent of the township’s costs related
to the hurricane. Mr. Underhill said that
the federal government’s Small Busi-
ness Administration (SBA) would meet
soon with small business owners whose
operations were affected by the storm
and the ensuing power outages.

In other business, the council de-
cided to put off until next year taking
action on an agreement between the
township and NJ Golf Partners regard-
ing the age-restricted housing to be
built on a portion of the Shackamaxon
Golf and Country Club property. Mayor
DePaola said she had decided to defer
action until Councilman Kevin Glover
is sworn in as mayor in January. Mr.
Glover last year had opposed the rede-
velopment agreement and during an
executive session prior to Tuesday’s
meeting, Mr. Glover, speaking to his
colleagues via telephone from an out-
of-state locale, again expressed his con-
cerns.

Calling the agreement a “matter of
great importance,” Mayor DePaola said
she felt the need to “defer” to Mr.
Glover and the new council, given the
incoming mayor’s “strident” opposi-
tion to the agreement.

Christopher Schiavone of NJ Golf
Partners expressed his disappointment
at the council’s move, saying it was
“slowing this process down” and ques-
tioning the need to defer further action
until next year even though the agree-
ment was approved last year.

Later in the meeting, the council
introduced an ordinance lowering the
speed limit on Terrill Road to 35 miles
per hour. Chief Mahoney said the move
was “another step to reduce speed lim-
its on the south side of town.” Speed
limits of 40 or 45 miles per hour on that
side of the township, where develop-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Backup Generators Saved
RVSA Plant From Sandy

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA) officials last
week said at the height of Hurricane
Sandy, water was just inches below
the door of its administration build-
ing.

During its monthly board of com-
missioners meeting last Thursday, cell
phone images were circulated, taken
by the light of truck headlights on the
evening of Monday, October 29, as
the storm passed. They showed flood-
ing of portions of RVSA’s wastewa-
ter treatment facility during the height
of the storm. The flooding was the
result of the storm surge raising the
level of the Rahway River.

Bob Valent, the plant’s superinten-
dent, said that if the surge came up
“another three to four inches, we’d
have had trouble.” During the surge,
the authority had to run all five of its
pumps to keep flooding at bay. After
two or three hours, the authority was
able to reduce the number of pumps
in operation. Mr. Valent said it was
necessary to restart some pumps dur-
ing the next few tide cycles.

A post-meeting conversation with
Mr. Valent revealed that berms around
RVSA’s facility had been raised dur-
ing the recent improvements by eight
to 10 feet. This change meant that
RVSA was one of a relative few sew-
age plants that experienced the storm
surge to have survived and continued
operating throughout the storm. He
said that the water level during last

year’s Hurricane Irene, which was a
major rain event, was a foot or two
lower. Concerns were voiced about
what would happen in a combined
rain and surge event.

RVSA Executive Director James
Meehan expressed his pride in the
hard work and commitment of the
staff, with several of them living at
the facility for multiple days, sleep-
ing on cots and eating meals pre-
pared at the plant. Mr. Meehan also
spoke about the post-storm work be-
ing done by the authority to aid other
authorities that had incurred dam-
age. Sewage was being trucked to the
plant from other facilities and lab
work was being performed for Lin-
den/Roselle, which sustained dam-
age to its own lab.

Concerns about the shortage of
diesel fuel caused RVSA’s staff, es-
pecially Dan Ward and John
Buonocore, to go to work to figure
out how to start the cogeneration
facility, which runs on natural gas or
a blend of natural and digester gas. At
one point the authority nearly ran out
of diesel fuel for its backup genera-
tors, but an additional supply was
located and trucked in. The co-gen
facility was started using a method
referred to as a “modified black start”
on the evening of November 1, about
the time power was restored to the
RVSA, although it was described as
being unreliable at that time. This
startup procedure should allow RVSA
to weather future incidents without
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Mahr, Emer. Mgmt. and Lib. Staff
Get Kudos for Efforts After Storm

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Officials from the
borough’s Emergency Management
team recounted their experiences
grappling with Hurricane Sandy at
Tuesday’s borough council meeting.

Emergency Management Coordi-
nator Howard Drewes presented a
rough timeline of the team’s response
to Sandy. He emphasized Mayor Col-
leen Mahr’s leadership and the
team’s unified daily commitment to
managing the crisis.

Police Chief Richard Trigo echoed
Mr. Drewes’ praise of the mayor,
saying, “Mayor, you really stood out,
and you shined, and you made the
borough proud.” He also thanked the
members of Fanwood’s Volunteer Fire
Department and Rescue Squad.

Department of Public Works
(DPW) Director Clint Dicksen ex-
pressed optimism as the DPW con-
tinues to work towards Fanwood’s
full recovery from the storm. He said,
“This is our fourth storm in two years;

we just keep getting better and better
at it.”

Mayor Mahr thanked the other
members of the team. She recalled
the warmth both physical and emo-
tional at Fanwood Memorial Library
during the storm, making special
mention of Children’s Librarian Su-
san Staub, who traveled from New-
ark to run impromptu programs at the
library; part-time staffer Nancy
Kipping, first on scene at the library

and last to leave; local magician Mark
Zacharia, who donated time and
cheer; and all the library pages and
volunteers who helped out.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
reported “nothing but raves from
senior citizens” regarding the
borough’s storm management.
Several seniors were called and visited
by police officers following the storm.

Resident Joe Nagy counseled
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8


