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   FANWOOD  CROSSING

250 South Avenue, Fanwood, NJ        Call 908-757-2005    For Leasing Information

The design, amenities, proximity to downtown, and easy commute to New York City
will make this property one of the most desirable communities in New Jersey

Elite Properties is proud to offer Victorian Charm right in the heart of Fanwood, NJ

Now Leasing!  Rents Start at $2,100 per month....Pet Friendly too!

IMMEDIATE
OCCUPANCY

****

Only 4
Apartments left!

BROKERS
WELCOME
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Courtesy of Joan Barron
GIVING THANKS...Students at Mother Seton Regional High School in Clark
collected over 45 Thanksgiving baskets for the needy. The food will be distributed
to Saint John’s Food Pantry in Clark-Linden and also to the Elizabeth Coalition
for the Homeless in Elizabeth. Pictured, left to right, are: Student Council officers
Erin Alexander of Linden; Catherine Serzan of Westfield; Tiffany Soares of East
Brunswick;  Hannah Clark of Scotch Plains; Elizabeth Valenti of Iselin and Sister
Jacquelyn, moderator.

two-family areas to a one-family zone,
which affected about 75 homes, board
member Kathy Villaggio said. Homes
that were built as two-family homes
prior to the re-zoning will need to apply
for a certificate of non-conformity in
order to sell the property.

The borough charges a $400 fee to
apply for the certificate of non-confor-
mity, which board members argued
was too high. Board member Bill
Nierstedt said Plainfield charges $100.

The board recommended faxing the
memo to local realtors and reducing
the fee, which was not specified. The
issue would move on to the borough
council for a vote.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco sug-
gested the borough “go above the call
of duty” by notifying residents through
the borough’s newsletter. She said
some residents do not use local realtors

when selling. Ms. Todisco also sug-
gested offering to waive the fee for
one year.

Resident Darcy Wepprecht is in the
process of buying her mother’s home
at 509 Beech Avenue, and is not using
a realtor. She said the certificate of
occupancy (CO) was lost in the flood
in Cranford’s records office. She asked
what she needed to do because her
closing is being held up since her
mother does not have a physical copy
of the CO. The board said she must
apply for a certificate of non-confor-
mity right away.

Mr. Fraser said earlier that these are
the situations that residents should
guard against by applying for a certifi-
cate of non-conformity as soon as pos-
sible and not waiting until the owner
decides to sell, thereby avoiding a crisis
at closing.
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Garwood Planning Board

$250,000.
“At what point,” Mrs. Tomasso

asked, “does the house become a
D.N.R? A ‘do not rebuild?’”

Public adjuster Mike Miller
asked, “Have you documented your
loss and taken the necessary pho-
tos? Have you been proactive?”

Vince Tomasso revealed a large
portfolio filled with essential docu-
ments to prove his case. Mr. Miller
offered to talk with the Tomassos at
the conclusion of the forum.

Additional Union County resi-
dents continued to pose questions
pertaining to tree removal. A Union
Township resident inquired about
an uprooted, 65-foot tree in her
backyard. She was instructed to call
city hall as each municipality dif-
fers with tree pick-up services.

A Rahway resident wanted to
know if volunteers could remove a

tree from his yard. Mr. Bramnick
told him to call 2-1-1, as well as the
office of Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains), who
also was in attendance, as the man
resides in her legislative district.

In regards to fallen trees, resi-
dents were told about disaster loans
as well as low-interest government
loans. These loans do, however, con-
sider a homeowner’s credit. They
also were told to contact (800) 659-
2955 or to visit sba.gov for more
disaster assistance information.

Another topic of interest related
to the issue of vacation homes lo-
cated at the Jersey Shore. The audi-
ence was instructed that unless the
home is an income property, mean-
ing a house rented out by an indi-
vidual, FEMA will not cover the
loss.

Residents in attendance also were
provided with information pertain-
ing to insurance from insurance ad-
visor Jim Venezia. Asw. Stender
revealed to residents that Sandy was
not technically considered a hurri-
cane. Rather, Sandy was defined as
a “tropical windstorm depression.”
Therefore, a hurricane insurance
deductible does not apply, which
ultimately works to a homeowner’s
advantage.

Mr. Mirabella also informed the
audience about a request for addi-
tional FEMA stations to open in
Plainfield and Linden, as not every-
one can make it to the location at  at
100 South Springfield Avenue in
Sprinfield. The Plainfield station  just
opened at 400 East Front Street.

In response to the storm, Assem-
blyman Jerry Green (D-22,
Plainfield) expressed concern about
residents not getting what they de-
serve from their insurance policies.

“It seems like a lack of communi-
cation as to what people can get and
what they are entitled to. No of-
fense to anyone speaking here to-
night, but we need to focus on re-
building New Jersey,” Asm. Green
stated.

Asm. Bramnick agreed with Asm.
Green, stating, “We’ve only begun
to discuss these issues, but Union
County residents have pulled to-
gether and found a way to get through
this as Union County residents do.”

For more information on how
FEMA can help their particular situ-
ation, Union County residents were
instructed to call (877) 424-1234 or
to visit ucnj.org. Further informa-
tion also can be found at
floodsmart.gov.
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Hurricane Recovery Forum

being unreliable at that time. This
startup procedure should allow RVSA
to weather future incidents without
concern for supplies of diesel fuel.

By November 2 staff at the facility
felt comfortable enough with the
situation at the plant to return to
something approximating their nor-
mal lives. Mr. Valent said the author-
ity had learned a lot from coping
with this storm and put together a
list to address concerns that were
discovered as a result of the hurri-
cane.

In other business, the board re-
hired Hazen and Sawyer as the
authority’s consulting engineer. Sev-
eral people spoke highly of T&M
Associates, the low bidder on the
contract, but a decision was made to
pay about a 25-percent premium for
Hazen and Sawyer’s expertise in some
areas of interest to RVSA. The con-
tract for 2013 is valued slightly under
$41,000.
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mittee is looking to add $4,000 to the
2013-2014 budget for two small gen-
erators to run Lincoln School’s sump
pumps, phone system, refrigerator
and freezer in the event power goes
out. The committee is also consider-
ing a battery backup for the phone
system at the school for $2,000.

“A majority of people in Garwood
will be forever changed because of
[Hurricane] Sandy,” Superintendent
Quigley said during the
superintendent’s report. “All of our
children have a lot of questions.”

Board President Adele Lewis
thanked the staff members who con-
tinued to work despite the loss of
power they had experienced at home.

The Westfield Area “Y,” which is
under a five-year lease with the BOE
to use the Washington School for
daycare and preschool, has begun
excavating the grounds for the new
playground and has already replaced
a section of sidewalk that was in need
of repair, Mr. Graham said.

In other news, the Education Foun-
dation of Garwood (EFG) announced
it will hold a shopping bazaar and
silent auction on Friday, December
14, at 6:30 p.m. at Lincoln School,
with proceeds benefiting the
Garwood family recently displaced
by fire, Hurricane Sandy victims,
as well as EFG scholarships and
grants.

The BOE organizational meeting
will be held January 3, 2013, at 7
p.m. in Lincoln School, where
newly elected board members Ms.
Lewis, Barbara Greet and Amanda
Langston will be sworn in.

Ms. Langston, newly elected to
the board, asked during the hearing
of the citizens why Lincoln School
was not used as a shelter. Ms. Lewis
said the state dictates certain crite-
ria, which the school does not meet.
She said the board is looking into
what it can do in the future to qualify
the school as a shelter. Ms. Quigley
said the borough’s library was used
as a place for residents to stay warm
and charge electronics.

The BOE began its meeting by
presenting certificates to students
who received perfect scores on the
NJASK.
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MS Addresses Borough’s
Response to Hurricane

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
regular public meeting Tuesday night,
the borough council addressed the
public concerning the borough’s re-
sponse to Hurricane Sandy.

The borough and its leadership have
been criticized by Mountainside citi-
zens and others in social media sites
and various news articles for its man-
agement of the crisis in the storm’s
aftermath, primarily for the lack of
communication to Mountainside resi-
dents.

“We did have a plan in place,”
stated Mountainside Mayor Paul
Mirabelli. “It was called Union
County First Alert. We’ve been pro-
moting it for over a year. It’s a very
simple service you can sign up for.
They started issuing alerts on Friday
and I know they continued to issue
alerts (after the storm).” Mr. Mirabelli
stated that only 1,500 of the borough’s
over 6,000 residents were registered
for these alerts, despite the borough’s
efforts to promote the service. County
residents can register for updates
during a storm or other such crisis at
www.ucfirstalert.org.

“The second tier of any communi-
cation, especially in a town like
Mountainside, is through the police
department and the dispatch. Dis-
patch fielded over 3,916 calls...they
were giving out the best information
they possibly could,” Mr. Mirabelli
said.

There were approximately 50
members of the public present at
Tuesday’s meeting to voice their con-
cerns to the council. Most of the
residents who spoke acknowledged
that the situation was extraordinary,
but still maintained that the crisis
should have been managed more ef-
fectively.

Hurricane Sandy wreaked havoc
along the East Coast including New
Jersey. In Mountainside, over 800 trees
were knocked down by the storm’s
affects and more than 30 utility poles
were knocked down or otherwise dam-
aged. The entire town lost power for
six days and 80 percent of the town
was without power until seven days
after the storm. Full power restoration
in Mountainside was not complete
until 17 days after the storm.

“One of the problems that we ran
into was that PSE&G (Public Service
Electric & Gas Company) was not
really giving us reliable information,”
Mr. Mirabelli stated. “The only reli-
able information that they were giving
us was they expected power to be
restored in somewhere between seven
and ten days and that’s what the police
were telling anyone that called up and
wanted to know.

“I can tell you that during the first
week after the storm, I was on a
PSE&G conference call every morn-
ing at 10 o’clock. And the information

that we got was not reliable at all. So
passing on unreliable information was
something that we did not want to do.”

Complicating the situation was the
lack of power at Borough Hall and the
borough’s computer server being
down. Instead of the borough’s
website, updates were provided
through the borough’s Department of
Recreation’s Facebook page, but this
information was not widely known by
the public.

Several members of the audience
came forward to voice their opinion
on the borough’s performance.

Marilyn Berney commented that
the lack of communication created the
impression there was not enough ef-
fort by the borough to improve the
situation. “In a time of crisis, people
need to know there is a leader out there
and what is being done for
them…people want to know that some-
thing is being done to help their town
and its constituents thrive once again.
They look for that leadership. When
there is silence, that can be taken as
inaction.”

Gail Friedman concurred with that
assessment. “The piece that you per-
haps are unable to understand is that
while you were all in a position to
communicate with someone who was
in a position to make something hap-
pen (PSEG), we were not.”

Ms. Friedman continued, “We all
know it was dark. We all know it was
a storm of unprecedented magnitude.
And we all knew that there were people
suffering far worse situations than ours
were as we all listened to the radio,
certainly the Jersey Shore. But we did
not know is that anyone here knew we
had a problem. What I didn’t know
was that anyone else knew that…I
had no way of knowing that anyone
could be reached. I had no way of
knowing if anyone was responsive to
that.”

Mr. Mirabelli responded that the
borough would strive to address the
communication issue. “I understand
that there is frustration about the
communication…What we are go-
ing to be doing is we’re having a new
committee that’s going to be formed.
It’s going to be called the Media and
Information Committee. (Council
Member) Glen Mortimer is going to
be chairman of that committee,
(Council Member) Deanna Andre is
going to be on that and so is (Council
Member) Bob Messler. Their charge
is to come up with an efficient and
economically responsible way to
communicate in a situation like this.”

Mr. Mirabella also stated that mem-
bers of the public who are willing to
assist in this effort could communi-
cate their wishes to Borough Admin-
istrator Jim Debbie.

The next borough council meeting
open to the public is scheduled for
Tuesday, December 4, at 8 p.m. at the
Mountainside Borough Hall.

‘Fanny Wood’ Still Resides
In Land of Make Believe
By CATHERINE WATSON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — George Weiss spent
nearly 40 years in newspaper advertis-
ing. By the time he retired from print
media in 1991, he had presented his spe-
cialized knowledge of graphics and ty-
pography to major press associations in
46 states and five Canadian provinces.

Since then, he has largely stayed in
New Jersey, directing Fanwood’s com-
munity television. But this year, the octo-
genarian embarked on an odyssey closer
to home, one that interweaves his per-
sonal past with some of Fanwood’s most
cherished historical sites and stories.

Mr. Weiss’ latest mission was sparked
by a September 29 Star-Ledger article.
He was interviewed for the piece, which
investigated the mysterious origins of
Fanwood’s name.

The topic has been the subject of sev-
eral documentary inquiries over the years,
as Fanwood is believed to be the only
town so-named in the United States. Lo-
cal lore has it that the borough was named
after one Miss Fanny Wood. Although
she is honored every year during the
borough’s celebration of Fanny Wood
Day, stories about her identity vary, and
no one has ever been able to verify any of
them.

Mr. Weiss, an ardent local historian,
decided to produce a documentary of his
own on the matter.

He traced the genesis of Fanny Wood’s
story to Sheelen’s General Store, owned
in the early 1900s by Charles and
Augustus Sheelen. Mr. Weiss says the
Sheelens were probably the first to tell of
Fanny. They claimed she was the daugh-
ter of a Central Railroad president; she
would sit beneath the old Fanwood Oak
writing laudatory poems about Fanwood
and often stayed at Kytes’ Boarding
House.

The Fanwood Oak was as real as could
be. It stood for 400 years in Fanwood and
is depicted on the borough’s seal. Kyte
House also is a bona fide Fanwood loca-
tion, dating back to about 1790. By 1890
it had become a boarding house, operated
by the two maiden Kyte sisters.
Fanwood’s growth certainly paralleled
the growth of the Central Railroad.

Nevertheless, Mr. Weiss found no
Central Railroad presidents surnamed
Wood, nor could he find any Woods in

the Kyte House registry. Undaunted, he
contacted a living descendant of the
Sheelens, Marge Sheelen Somers, in
Toms River. She and her family friend,
Mary Pandik Havlicek, are true believers
in the story of Fanny Wood, but they, too,
reported that when they returned to
Fanwood to seek her past, they found
only dead ends.

Finally, Mr. Weiss’ research took him
to the Plainfield Public Library. There,
Sarah Hull, head archivist, showed him a
map that led him to the discovery that
ended his quest, though it failed to turn
up the ghost of Fanny Wood.

The map was undated save for an
anonymous penciled “1882” in the lower
right corner. As an old typography pro,
Mr. Weiss could not help but notice its
beautiful details — two-toned color,
angled type curving alongside the rail
lines — touches he says were hard to
produce in an era when type was set by
hand, one metal letter at a time.

Instead of “Fanwood Park,” Mr. Weiss
was surprised to find the borough clearly
labeled “Fawnwood Park.” A simple
Internet search reveals many towns called
Fawnwood throughout the United States.

He now surmises that the borough’s
name sprang from a typo when someone,
down the line, left out the “w” in
Fanwood’s original name. Typos were
common then, he says. In fact, the same
map lists “Cranford” as “Granford,” a
mistake easy to make when type letters
were kept in drawers, and a “G” could
easily make its way into the “C” slot.

Mr. Weiss figures some will question
his evidence, but he finds satisfaction in
the tangibility of the map in his hands. As
far as he is concerned, the map defini-
tively settles Fanny in a place he calls
“The Land of Make Believe,” where The
Tooth Fairy and other happy heroes of
childhood also reside.

Yet, as glad as he is of his find, and as
much as solid evidence excites his jour-
nalistic spirit, he still urges Fanwoodians
to continue embracing the exhortation in
Plainfield High School’s 1917 alma mater
to “revere” Fanny Wood, and “honor
[her] name.” “Don’t change a thing,” he
says. “Fanwood Forever!”

His documentary airs this month and is
dedicated to an authentic Fanny W.,
Frances “Fanny” Kunzman Weiss, his
mother.


