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Correction
A front-page story in last week’s

Westfield Leader on coverage of the
Westfield Board of Education meet-
ing should have said the upcoming
bond referendum for replacement of
school roofs will be held on Tuesday,
December 11.

Courtesy of the Westfield Historical Society
GIVING THANKS...More than a century ago, this Westfield family gathered to share their joy in being together and to give
thanks for their many blessings. Happy Thanksgiving everyone from the staff of The Westfield Leader.

Happy Thanksgiving
To You and Yours

Happy Thanksgiving

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS LIGHT CHECK….A Westfield public works employee checks out
lights on Westfield’s Christmas Tree in front of the Westfield train station on
North Avenue in preparation for Sunday, November 25, annual tree lighting
ceremony, which begins at 5 p.m.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
TEAM EFFORT…Volunteers from the Westfield Historical Society, including
Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) Executive Director Sherry Cronin,
front, clean up hurricane debris outside the Reeve House on Mountain Avenue.
A large tree fell on the museum’s garage during the storm.

Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
FULL HOUSE…The Mountainside Council meeting on Tuesday night was
packed as residents sought answers about the lack of communication before,
during and after Hurricane Sandy. Pictured, prior to residents comments,
emergency personnel were recognized for their efforts. See story page 8.

Sandy Recovery Forum
Held at Union County Col.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By MARIA A. MEGA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD  – State Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield)
and Union County Freeholder s held
a Hurricane Sandy recovery infor-
mation session last Wednesday
evening in the Roy Smith Theater of
Union County College in Cranford.
The session followed a town hall
forum with Asm. Bramnick serving
as the moderator. Questions from the
audience were referred to the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) representatives, as well as
insurance experts who were present.

Sherry Bullock, a Plainfield resi-
dent, expressed concern over a fallen
tree on her home. Ms. Bullock had
filed a claim five days earlier to have
the tree removed, yet her inquiries
continued to go unanswered. Ms.

Bullock, a landlord, also voiced con-
cern about her tenants.

“These individuals work in places
where the power was out for days,”
she stated. “They lost pay. One of my
tenants could barely make half of her
rent for this month.”

Ms. Bullock said she does not want
to evict her tenants. She asked if this
inability to pay rent would be com-
mon in Union County during the fol-
lowing month. FEMA representative
Robert Angelo instructed Ms. Bul-
lock to have her residents contact the
state for disaster unemployment as-
sistance.

Pat and Vince Tomasso of Westfield
said they sustained severe structural
damage to their home. Mrs. Tomasso
stated her insurance adjuster told her
the damages total approximately

GW Bd. OKs Roofing Biz
For North Ave. Location

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s zon-
ing board last Wednesday approved an
application from Powell’s Properties
for a site plan for its roofing business to
occupy an existing structure and to
construct a 900-square-foot, two-door
garage in the rear of 210 North Avenue.

Gary Powell, the owner of the busi-
ness, purchased the property at the end
of August and will move his business
from Westfield to Garwood. He plans
to have an office and small showroom
to showcase the roofing shingles and
siding materials customers can choose
from for their home.

The garage will store equipment and
bulk materials, such as nails and staples,
as well as vehicles during the off-sea-
son.

The applicant withdrew his variance
application for the garage to be situated
five feet from the rear lot line and
moved it 10 feet from the rear lot line to
conform with borough requirements.

In the original plan, Mr. Powell was

to pave the driveway partially with
some gravel for cost reasons, and the
board made it a condition to have the
driveway fully paved by May 2014.

The existing fence will be removed
and replaced with board-on-board fenc-
ing and with a landscaping buffer in
the rear of the property. Mr. Powell also
said in the future, he plans to re-side
and re-shingle the office space, as well
as replace the existing flagpole.

Fernando Fiorini, the owner of the
four-family home adjacent to the rear
of the property, had concerns about
drainage, complaining that currently,
water runs off into his property. “I’m
really concerned for the tenants,” he
said.

Mr. Powell said he plans to have a
gutter system on the garage that will
drain underground to the front of the
property.

The board also discussed a certifi-
cate of non-conformity memo prepared
by Board Attorney Donald Fraser. In
June 2011, the borough rezoned some

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Backup Generators Saved
RVSA Plant From Sandy

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY  – Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA) officials last
week said at the height of Hurricane
Sandy, water was just inches below
the door of its administration build-
ing.

During its monthly board of com-
missioners meeting last Thursday,
cell phone images were circulated,
taken by the light of truck head-
lights on the evening of Monday,
October 29, as the storm passed.
They showed flooding of portions
of RVSA’s wastewater treatment
facility during the height of the
storm. The flooding was the result
of the storm surge raising the level
of the Rahway River.

Bob Valent, the plant’s superin-
tendent, said that if the surge came
up “another three to four inches,
we’d have had trouble.” During the
surge, the authority had to run all
five of its pumps to keep flooding at
bay. After two or three hours, the
authority was able to reduce the num-
ber of pumps in operation. Mr. Va-
lent said it was necessary to restart
some pumps during the next few
tide cycles.

A post-meeting conversation with
Mr. Valent revealed that berms around
RVSA’s facility had been raised dur-

ing the recent improvements by eight
to 10 feet. This change meant that
RVSA was one of a relative few sew-
age plants that experienced the storm
surge to have survived and continued
operating throughout the storm. He
said that the water level during last
year’s Hurricane Irene, which was a
major rain event, was a foot or two
lower. Concerns were voiced about
what would happen in a combined
rain and surge event.

RVSA Executive Director James
Meehan expressed his pride in the
hard work and commitment of the
staff, with several of them living at
the facility for multiple days, sleep-
ing on cots and eating meals pre-
pared at the plant. Mr. Meehan also
spoke about the post-storm work be-
ing done by the authority to aid other
authorities that had incurred dam-
age. Sewage was being trucked to the
plant from other facilities and lab
work was being performed for Lin-
den/Roselle, which sustained dam-
age to its own lab.

Concerns about the shortage of
diesel fuel caused RVSA’s staff, es-
pecially Dan Ward and John
Buonocore, to go to work to figure
out how to start the cogeneration
facility, which runs on natural gas or
a blend of natural and digester gas. At
one point the authority nearly ran out
of diesel fuel for its backup genera-
tors, but an additional supply was
located and trucked in. The co-gen
facility was started using a method
referred to as a “modified black start”
on the evening of November 1, about
the time power was restored to the
RVSA, although it was described as

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

GW BOE Reports on Minor Storm
Damage, School Calendar Changes

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD  – The Garwood
Board of Education (BOE) heard a
report on Tuesday from Russell Gra-
ham, head of the buildings and
grounds committee, regarding dam-
age left in the wake of Hurricane
Sandy. According to Mr. Graham,
Washington School lost two trees and
the flagpole was demolished.

The two trees were borough trees
and were cleaned up by the borough
at no cost to the BOE, Business Ad-
ministrator Janine Murray said. The
BOE, however, would be responsible
for replacing the flagpole, she added.

Should the flagpole be replaced, it
would cost $2,000 with a $1,000 in-
surance deductible, Ms. Murray said.
She said the board was considering
an option of placing the flag on the
building, as opposed to a flagpole.

Lincoln School did not lose power
during the storm, but was closed for
five days because, Superintendent of
School Teresa Quigley said, it was
unsafe for children to come to school
due to the downed trees. Three snow
days were used for the closing.

Arthur L. Johnson High School in
Clark, where Garwood teenagers at-
tend high school, was closed for six
days; two snow days and the cancel-

lation of the teachers’ convention were
used, Clark BOE liaison Christine
Guerriero reported. The high school
will be open on President’s Day,
Monday, February 18, and the Mon-
day after Easter, Monday, April 1, to
accommodate the other two school
days missed, she added.

Mr. Graham said the Garwood
BOE’s buildings and grounds com-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

WF Resident Bemoans Late Night
State Road Work on South Ave.
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During the public
comment portion of Tuesday night’s
Westfield council meeting, South
Avenue resident Lauren St. Hill
voiced her complaints regarding the
noise and lights from overnight road-
work being performed by the state on
her street.

Mrs. St. Hill said the project has been
going on since September, and that
much of the work is occurring after 11
p.m. with jackhammers being utilized,
spotlights shining into her kids’ bed-
rooms and workers yelling. She said

that her children are now “afraid to
go to bed.” Mrs. St. Hill told the
council that David Triggs from the
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP) told her
that the town could enforce its noise
ordinance.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
told her that he was not aware that
the municipality could enforce an
ordinance against the state, and said
that the state will not even allow the
town’s police department to direct
traffic at its projects. The section of
South Avenue where the work is
occurring is part of State Highway

28.
Town Attorney Russ Finestein said

that while he was unsure of how the
town could enforce its noise ordi-
nance, he would call Mr. Triggs and
speak to him regarding this issue.

Mrs. St. Hill added that while the
project manager said the neighbor-
hood would be notified as to when
work would occur, this had failed to
happen, and that the state was being
“very dodgy about their end date.”
She added, “I really just hope some-
one other than myself can act on
behalf of those residents.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst said he has reached out to
Anthony Attanasio, a former
Westfield resident who works at the
state Department of Transportation
(DOT), and that he was aware of
contact being made to Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick, Assembly-
woman Nancy Munoz and Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. When Councilman
Foerst said the crews have pointed
the lights down at the ground, Mrs.
St. Hill disputed that point.

While Councilman Foerst said  the
town will keep advocating for her
and her neighbors, “There’s really
nothing we can do that we’re aware
of” and suggested that she continue
to seek other avenues.

At the start of the meeting, the
mayor read a letter from Westfield
Schools Superintendent Margaret
Dolan thanking the town for its assis-
tance in the aftermath of Hurricane
Sandy. Mr. Gildea said that while
other municipalities and boards of
education do not work well together,
in Westfield they have an “excellent
cooperative relationship.”

Mayor Andy Skibitsky said, “I
commend my residents for their
compassion…compassion is the
DNA of Westfield.” He said the
town’s one-time branch and debris
pickup is complete in zones one,
two, seven and eight, and currently
is occurring in zones three and nine.
For more information on current leaf
and branch pickup, residents are
advised to go to westfieldnj.gov.


