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Congratulations to Freeholders On
Your Most Hollow Victory

You will pardon me Chairman
Mirabella, Freeholder Jalloh, and
the other guy, if I did not reach
out, as is my custom after a
freeholder election, to congratu-
late the winners. I see no need to
offer congratulations on winning
the race for freeholder, as you all
did one by one, in last evening’s
[November 8th] meeting. It is
my understanding that there is a
winner to be congratulated only
when there is indeed a race that
was actually run and when the
participants actually competed.

In the last freeholder race in
Union County. neither of these
prerequisites actually occurred.
Not a poster, flyer, nor debate
was seen or heard from any can-
didate on either side. No one
courted the citizens of the county

for their vote nor did they offer
any insight into their positions
on anything. To run a race where
the field is not vetted only leaves
the victor, in my eyes, with a
hollow victory. It begs the ques-
tion: did the best person for the
position actually win? I think not.
If we had districting in Union
County, or an electoral college as
is the case in a presidential elec-
tion, I am certain that the out-
come of the county election would
be vastly different and just maybe
the candidates might actually
have a need to compete for my
vote. Fourteen of the 21 towns in
the county voted for the other
team! It is a shame that an elec-
tion in Union County is a sham.

Jim Buettner
Cranford

Thank You Voters; Garwood Campaign, A High Standard
We thank the Garwood voters

who believe in and voted for us.
We value the trust that you have
placed in us, and look forward to
advancing the improved govern-
ment and municipal services that
you advised us in our door-to-
door, face to face conversations
were important to you. We lis-
tened, took notes, and will follow
through as best we can.

We thank our Republican op-
ponents, Tim Hak and Mike Mar-
tin, for waging a campaign that
kept to a high standard. Garwood
political battles have always
striven to be fought on a high,
clean road with no personal at-
tacks, lies, or negative advertis-
ing. We thank Tim and Mike for

keeping this campaign in the
same tone. We look forward to
working with them in the future
in whatever public service they
choose to provide the Borough.

We thank everyone who worked
on our campaign: committee
members, family and friends. We
know how much time and effort –
not to mention Sunday nights –
that each member gave to sup-
port our campaign. We hope that
you all recognize that we could
not have won without you.

We want to state our view that
Democrats and Republicans only
exist in Garwood during cam-
paign seasons. After that, we are
all united fighting together with
one goal – to make our Borough

the best it can be. We look for-
ward to working with the Mayor
and all Borough Council mem-
bers to make Garwood a better
place for all of us.

Finally, due to the severity of
recent storms, many of our sup-
porters removed their political
signs from their lawns. Please
call Charles Lombardo at 908-
789-0508 so that we can pick
them up.

Again, we thank you all, sin-
cerely, for your support and vote
of confidence. We will do our
absolute best to be worthy of
your trust.

Ann Palmer, Bill Nierstedt
Garwood Council Members -Elect

Local Letters to the Editor

Editor’s Note: The following was
written to Garwood residents on
Thursday, November 8.

******
I must apologize for not having

sent or posted an update on the
power situation in the borough
since November 5. The condi-
tions have been so fluid that
each time I have something pre-
pared it changes and the infor-
mation is not relevant.

When I went to the borough
hall this morning, November 8, I
was fairly optimistic that Garwood
was on the way to having our
power fully restored, after all last
night, November 7, there ap-
peared to be just a couple of
pockets of outages. We thought
that we were dealing with some
isolated situations attributable
to a few downed trees, some
utility poles or individual lines.
We had made arrangements on
November 7 for warming sta-
tions and distributed written in-

formation sheets for those areas
still in distress and were grateful
that those arrangements were
not to be needed after all.

On Thursday morning, Novem-
ber 8, my daily 10 a.m. update
mayors’ conference call with
PSE&G officials would be con-
centrating on one or two hot
spots of trouble in the borough. I
would again be publicly express-
ing my acute displeasure with
the continued misinformation and
inaccurate outage numbers that
I felt had been coming our way
from this mega-utility. Several
times daily myself, the police
chief and our officers submit up-
dated lists of problems to PSE&G
in an effort to “squeeze” out an-
swers that we can pass along to
our residents.

Personally, over the weekend,
November 3 and 4, I reached out
to the mayors of Cranford and
Westfield forming a “tag team”
of sorts to resolve the issue of

who is connected to what service
grid where our municipalities abut
each other on the south side of
the borough, as it appears we
share a circuit. We were hoping
to get some resolution by exert-
ing strength in numbers pres-
sure to gain attention. Perhaps
that resulted in getting some
restoration of power to residents,
but the streets that were re-
stored on November 1, went
down Sunday, November 4 at
noon to come up again Novem-
ber 7 to go back down again
today.

At this writing, we have some
who have never gotten power
back at all since the storm first
hit, some who have had it re-
stored, some who have had ser-
vice restored once or twice only
to repeatedly loose it again. The
utility has repeatedly reported
that residents can expect peri-
odic outages as service is sus-
pended to make repairs to cir-

cuits and then reconnected when
the work is completed, however,
it does not appear to be the case
with the latest outages. I have
residents in the borough I have
asked to please report to me
personally day or night when the
power goes out in their homes/
streets so we can make sure we
know what is going on in all
corners of the borough.

On November 8 we engaged a
private company with profession-
als who are certified to remove
trees that are entangled in the
wires hoping that we can expe-
dite PSE&G’s process to repair
specific trouble spots in the bor-
ough. These hopes were blown
out of the water when the snow
and winds started hampering the
work and possibly creating other
obstacles such as the transform-
ers, which blew out on Novem-
ber 7, taking what looks like
most of Center Street’s power
with it. The bottom line is that we

are, it appears, no better off
tonight, November 8, than we
were last Thursday [November
1) morning, an extremely frus-
trating and unacceptable state
of affairs seemingly outside our
ability to rectify, but not one to
take no for an answer I will con-
tinue to advocate for our resi-
dents until everyone has power
restored for good.

The Borough Hall has been open
and will remain open to residents
for charging phones and laptops
or to just get warm. Hot drinks
are available, however, we do
not have shelter facilities to ac-
commodate overnight stays. If
any residents require overnight
shelter they can go to the re-
gional shelter at the Cranford
Community Center, 220 Walnut
Avenue; it is pet friendly, but
residents must bring their own
pet supplies and cleanup equip-
ment. Call (908) 709-7283 press
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