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GARWOOD INFERNO...Area firefighters fight a blaze at a home on Center Street in Garwood Monday night at
approximately 11:30 p.m. The house  and its contents were completely destroyed, but all occupants were evacuated safely.
Fire departments  from Garwood, Fanwood, Springfield, Elizabeth and Union offered mutual aid and were able to keep the
houses next door from catching on fire.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader
GARWOOD – The borough coun-

cil introduced a $275,000 bond
ordinance Tuesday night to au-
thorize the acquisition of capital
items for borough departments.

This amount is higher than in
September when Finance Com-
mittee Chairwoman Sara Todisco
told the public the committee
was looking to introduce a bond
for capital items totaling
$223,000.

The capital items include police
car computers, a borough hall
building generator, portable gen-
erators, a repeater, Department
of Public Works (DPW) radio up-
grades, a recording sound sys-
tem, telephone and computer
systems, a police special SUV,
building cameras, jaws of life,
traffic signal upgrades, and two
fire department infrared cameras.

The municipal portion of taxes
would be raised $15 per year
during the 11-year bond term on
a Garwood average assessed
home of $100,000, Ms. Todisco
told The Westfield Leader. She
said the bond’s interest rate
would be 2.75 percent.

The new bond tax is in addition
to the municipal portion of yearly
taxes, which were increased
$105, as well as the additional
$65 hike for the 15-year general
obligation bond to pay for the
Athletic Field Complex, which was
passed in August.

In other business, the govern-
ing body introduced an ordinance
to fix salaries of certain officials
and employees of the borough.
The ordinance change is being
done to adjust the maximum sal-
ary for the borough’s police chief.

The council’s Police Committee
recommended a 2 percent raise
in 2012 with an additional $1,000
for the police chief, which equates
to a 3.1 percent raise. The com-
mittee also said it has an under-

standing with the police chief to
give him a raise of 1.75 percent
for 2013 and 2014.

The Finance Committee also rec-
ommended a 2 percent raise for
non-union, non-protected bor-
ough employees, with raises to-
taling $9,000, retroactive to Janu-
ary 1, 2012, Ms. Todsico said.

Borough Attorney Joseph Triarsi
asked Mr. Todisco if there was
sufficient money within the maxi-
mum salary under the ordinance
to accommodate these raises.
She said she did not know and
Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma needed to check.

“This is unbelievable,” Council-
man Jim Mathieu said. “You are
compromising the borough’s po-
sition in a lawsuit by doing this.”

Both the police and finance com-
mittees did not do the “legal prep
work beforehand,” he said.

“You are going ahead and bring-
ing something that is pernicious
and detrimental to the interest of
this borough in ongoing litiga-
tion,” Mr. Mathieu said.

On another matter, Fire Com-
mittee Chairman Lou Petruzzelli
reported that Garwood Fire De-
partment received 29 calls dur-
ing Hurricane Sandy.

In addition Mr. Mathieu said
the borough’s library did not lose
power during Hurricane Sandy
and opened its doors to the com-
munity to power up computers
and cell phones.

“The library did an incredible
job during the storm,” Council
President Keith Sluka said.

The council also approved a
one-year shared service agree-
ment with the Plainfield Munici-
pal Utilities Authority for disposal
of vegetative yard waste.

Resident Angelo Alimonte said
during the hearing of the citi-
zens’ portion of the meeting that
he would like the borough to
check trees on private properties
to ensure they are not unsafe. He
said he saw some trees that ap-
pear to be a safety hazard. Coun-

Garwood Introduces $275,000 Bond for Capital Items
cilman Victor DeFilippo said the
Garwood code enforcement of-
ficer should look into that.

Knights of Columbus Keith
Gallagher said the Knights are
collecting basic goods, such as
canned goods, diapers, and toi-
letries, with the exception of
clothing, for the victims of Hurri-
cane Sandy.

During the council’s workshop
meeting, Councilman Mathieu
brought up again how the police
department is short one officer
and would like an open discussion
about how to handle the situa-
tion. Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
said she would refer the matter to
the Police Committee.

Resident Joe Garritano of Wil-
low Avenue said the $3.3-million
Athletic Field Complex was a
“waste of money” and the bor-
ough could have refurbished the
field for “much less.” He said he
felt the borough should have put
some of that money for police
officer salaries, referring to the
recent negotiations with the po-
lice union.

“We need to keep good officers
in their community,” he said.
“Money is not well spent in this
town.”

At the beginning of the work-
shop meeting, Mayor Quattrocchi
acknowledged the employees of
the borough for their support of

the residents and the borough
during Hurricane Sandy. She said
they “went above and beyond”
the call of duty.

She advised residents that
power might go out periodically
for short periods of time due to
temporary fixes that were put in
place by PSE&G. She asked resi-
dents to call the borough if they
suspect a borough tree is unsafe.
She urged residents who had
damage to their home to contact
the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA). Anyone
who lost a job or was out of work
due to Sandy could qualify for
special unemployment claims,
the mayor said.


