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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Expectations of an easy game
came to fruition when the
Cranford High School girls soc-
cer team rolled over the Red
Raiders from Newark Eastside,
10-0, in the first round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
tournament at Memorial Field in
Cranford on October 9.

The Lady Cougars amassed well
over double digits in shots on
goal in each half and forced the
Red Raider goalie to make 18
saves. In the meantime, Cougar
goalkeeper Megan Pringle virtu-
ally became an on-field specta-
tor and was not needed to make
any saves.

Freshman center midfielder
Maddie Hart, Siobhan McGovern
(1 assist) and Elyse Mackenzie
each netted two goals, while
Alexa Aldredge, Izzy Meliado (1
assist), Corrine Savulich and
Kiera Hurley each scored one
goal. Angela Montague had a
pair of assists, while Hannah
DeMars and Jenna Ellenbacher
each added one assist.

“I think our goal going into
today’s game was to come out
with a strong start. We had that
tough loss to Scotch Plains in
double overtime. We knew what
that felt like and were ready to
move on from that. It was our
goal to start the state tourna-
ment strong and come out and
work on the things we need to
improve upon. That was our goal
and. I think we executed that.

We are where we want to be.
Now we are moving on to either
Chatham or Mendham on Mon-
day,” Cougar Head Coach Jen
Michewicz said.

“You can’t take them lightly
even though they may not be the
best team. You just have to play
them like they are Scotch Plains

in our county game or any other
team that plays better. We still
have the stay focused and try to
win states,” Hart said.

After Aldredge slid a shot off
the fingertips of the Red Raider
goalie five minutes into the game,
Hart scored the first of her two
first-half goals, which happened

to be her first of the season, with
18:30 on the clock when she
converted a right-to-left shot into

the left corner.
“I dribbled past the last de-

fender, and I just placed it in the
back of the net. I thought, ‘yes!
I finally scored!’ It really made
me feel good,” Hart said.

Less than a minute later, Hart
received a cross from Siobhan
McGovern and tapped the ball

into the center of the net.
“The second goal I believe it

was an assist from Siobhan. It
was a perfect ball all the way,
and I just grounded it to the back
of the net. But it all just started

from the team and it really
helped,” Hart said.

Four minutes later, DeMars
launched a long shot from midfield
into the box where McGovern
gathered it and ripped it into the
left corner. With less than two
minutes remaining in the half,
Montague pinched in from the
right side and skid the ball to
Mackenzie, who lofted the ball
into the upper center of the net.

Meliado upped the Cougars’ lead
to 6-0 early in the second half
when she dribbled straight down
the center from midfield and out-
maneuvered the goalkeeper to
put the ball into the net. Next,
Ellenbacher fed Siobhan
McGovern on her second goal.

Throughout the game, the en-
tire Cougar varsity was substitut-
ing in-and-out, but with the score
now 7-0, Coach Michewicz began
to send in her JV girls and sug-
gested a mode of keep away, but
the opportunities were too easy
and the temptation led to three
more goals. Montague assisted
Mackenzie on her second goal then
Savulich added her goal. With 3:00
remaining, Hurley charged down
the center and netted her goal.

“I was happy to get everybody
in the game. We’ve had two weeks
off, so we I think we need to work
on our first touch, work on the
accuracy of our passes and that
only come with practice,” said
Coach Michewicz, who added, “In
the past, we have been able to
create opportunities, but we
couldn’t put the ball in the back of
the net. Today, we created op-
portunities. The fact that we were
able to put them in the back of the
net gives the girls a little bit of
confidence going into next week,
which is good knowing that they
can score against any team we
come up against.”
Nwk. East Side 0 0 0
Cranford 5 5 10

HART, McGOVERN, MACKENZIE NOTCHE 2 GOALS EACH; MELIADO NETS GOAL, ASSIST

Cranford Lady Cougars Rip Red Raiders in Section Soccer
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DEEP IN RED RAIDER TERRITORY…Cougar Izzy Meliado, No. 19, nudges the ball deep inside Red Raider territory
in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 first round game at Memorial Field in Cranford.
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