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Public Safety Director Reports: Union County Residents
Rallied to Their Own Cause Following Sandy

Editor’s Note: The following re-
port was read by Andrew Moran,
Union County public safety director,
at Thursday’s Board of Chosen Free-
holders meeting.

******
Before I start, I would like to thank

my division heads, specifically Of-
fice of Emergency Management
(OEM) Director Chris Scaturo and
Union County Police Chief Dan
Vaniska, and all their staffs for their
tireless efforts over the past 11 days.
I would also like the freeholder board
for their support. I spoke to every
freeholder or saw you at the Emer-
gency Operations Center (EOC) at
some point during the emergency.

On Sunday, October 28, at 11:51
a.m., the Union County EOC opened
for Hurricane Sandy. A day later,
after the Hurricane had finally cleared
out, approximately 90 percent — over
200,000 customers — of Union
County were without power. Hun-
dreds of trees were down, and miles
of electrical, cable and telephone
wires were down, blocking roads and
creating great danger. Many roads
were also flooded. Worse, many resi-
dents were blocked inside their dwell-
ings, and cellular phone service was
partially knocked out, leaving them
without a means to call for help. It
wasn’t just individual municipalities
that were affected; it was the entire
region.

A strategist once said, “Every battle
is won, before it is ever fought.” And
because of the preparation, and the
lessons we learned from Hurricane
Irene, we were better prepared to
provide resources to our municipal
partners. Specifically, we learned that
having an emergency generator isn’t
enough. We needed backup battery
systems at critical radio sites, and in
the dispatch center in case a genera-
tor fails, which it did. Having these
systems in place prevented all critical
communications from coming down
for the county.

Having a strategic stockpile of all
resources necessary for this type of
emergency also played a critical role
in the early stages as we dipped into
stock compiled we obtained through
UASI (Urban Areas Security Initia-
tive) and Homeland security grants.

Again from the lessons learned
from Irene, we strategically pre-
placed resources such as generators,
rescue boats and our mobile com-
mand center in areas that were vul-
nerable. We then kicked the response
into high gear, responding to secu-
rity, infrastructure, fuel and shelter-
ing needs:

Director Scaturo and Bill Kane

worked with PSE&G and JCPL to
identify and to take care of critical
needs such as senior homes and hos-
pitals that needed generators to keep
operating. At the height of the storm,
Hazmat staff moved the mobile com-
mand center from Cranford to
Rahway whose police department
was jeopardized by the storm.

Chief Vaniska and his staff pro-
vided 50 portable traffic control de-
vices and light towers countywide to
get traffic flowing safely on critical
main roads; county police provided
600 traffic cones and 200 barricades
to police agencies; we mobilized gen-
erators and gas pumps to municipali-
ties who needed them to keep their
power on and the gas flowing and
county police provided officers for
traffic control.

The regional dispatch center was
answering three calls every minute;
three times its normal volume. Most
importantly, a collaborative effort by
the Departments of Public Works,
Administrative Services and Emer-
gency Management kept Union
County moving through the provi-
sion of fuel from our supplies. With-
out this fuel, the crisis would have
widened as virtually all-municipal
emergency responders, police and fire
personnel would have come to a halt.
We provided well over 22,700 gal-
lons of fuel to municipalities to keep
emergency vehicles in service.

As important, through UASI, we
had purchased manual fuel pumps,
which we deployed to all municipali-
ties and our facilities to keep the fuel
flowing. This was also crucial.

With the assistance of Freeholder
Hudak and Councilwoman Yama-
kitis of Linden, we were able to make
arrangements with public-private
partners like Philips 66 — which
donated 16,000 gallons of diesel
fuel— to keep emergency vehicles
on the road and prevent the evacua-
tion of nursing homes. This was the
first time in history OEM had to ap-
point a fuel coordinator.

The county police provided secu-
rity and helped restore a semblance
of order at public gas stations. Our
health department opened our county
regional shelter at Walnut Avenue in
Cranford, with 250 beds, and helped
others to open their own shelters and
warming centers. As the crisis spread
through the second storm, the shel-
ters numbers swelled to over 100.
The county police collaborated with
the Sheriffs’ Department and
Paratransit to provide transport for
many of our residents to the county
shelter.

We worked with partners like the

Salvation Army to provide 39,550
hot meals, and 106,000 snacks
countywide. We provided 850 cots,
and more than 8,100 instant ready-
to-eat meals, 1,500 blankets, and 370
comfort kits.

We opened the Public Safety Build-
ing lobby as a 24/7 charging and
warming center to the community
and dozens of residents from the
nearby community came by.

In the meanwhile, the EOC swelled
to including members from County
Police, Public Information, LINCS,
Department of Public Works, Human
Services, the utilities, State Police
and OEM, FEMA, the Army Corps
of Engineers, the Red Cross, and
members of the National Forest Ser-
vice. We also coordinated efforts with
Michigan State Police who assisted
with countywide patrols and in pro-
viding security with FEMA’s com-
munity relations’ assessment teams.

We kept up communications
throughout via First Alert, our press
releases, our web page and social
media, which proved particularly ef-
fective. With the county manager’s
office and parks personnel, we also
initiated a daily mayors’ briefing on
all matters countywide. We kept the
group informed with a post-meeting
e-mail on all our issues.

While we were hard at work, we
noticed what everyone else noticed.
People coming together to help each
other and dozens of people calling to
volunteer at our shelters. The resi-
dents of Union County rallied to their
own cause. Stores like ShopRite do-
nated materials for shelters and food,
and residents stepped up their dona-
tions. Restaurants like Cervantes in
Cranford and La Catena in Roselle
Park offered the use of their ovens to
heat meals.

In summary, we all recognize there
is still a long way to go and many
residents are still suffering, but we
will continue to stand by them and
help them as best we can through this
recovery.

Working with our many partners
and residents, the Union County Pub-
lic Safety Department was able to
provide a wide variety of resources to
our residents throughout the crisis —
from delivering fuel to delivering
babies.

On Monday during the recovery, a
baby girl was delivered in Rahway by
two Union County EMTs assigned to
the countywide ambulance service,
Erin Clark and Robert Stephens. No
word yet on the baby’s name.

Andrew Moran
Public Safety Director

County of Union

Order YOUR FRESH

“GRAND CHAMPION”

TURKEY EARLY!
Only Pure Natural Juices for that Superb Flavor!

More Edible Meat Per Pound!
Up to 15% More White Meat!

Tender – More Delicious! No Additives!

www.johnsmarket.com

389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains

(908) 322-7126

SAME TURKEY AS SENT TO

THE WHITE HOUSE

Delivered direct
fresh from the farm

No Middleman -
That’s Important!

Our 75th Year
You will be treated like family
NEW JERSEY’S BEST BUTCHER

3 YEARS IN A ROW

Complete

Listing of

Nutrients

How To

Carve Your

Turkey

Find These

Answers On

Our Website

USDA PRIME
Dry Aged Beef

When you buy
PRIME,

ask to see the
PRIME Stamp

Consistent
Quality

Time
After
Time!

Our Experienced Staff:
Vin, Nick & Vincent Jr. Losavio

Charlie from J&M Market
Robert from O’Connors Meat Market

Stan from Joseph’s Meat Market
Paul from Balducci’s Meat Market in NYC

Brian from Plainfield Country Club
John From NYC Prime

Established 1939 - John, Vinnie, Nick Losavio, Proprietors

All Credit Cards Accepted

DON’T BE FOOLED:

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO
KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE

 The Law Firm of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. is pleased to announce 

that Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. 

Outhwaite, Esq., Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will 

present to the public a free seminar entitled, “Everything You Need To Know About 

Divorce” on Wednesday, November 28, 2012 at the Temple Emanu-El in Westfield, 

New Jersey and Saturday, December 1, 2012 at the Holiday Inn in Clark, New Jersey.  

Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for almost 40 years, and his 

group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law, explain the legal 

process and answer your questions concerning premarital agreements, separation, 

divorce, custody and parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, 

domestic violence, post-divorce Court review of changed financial and child related 

circumstances, how the current economic climate will impact divorce 
and post-divorce matters, as well as the law governing civil unions.   
 

 Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an 

alternative to the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the 

potential for significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are fully 

protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court proceedings. 

 

 If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if you 

are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free Seminar will 

be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may be of value in 

explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.    

 

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.
Reservations Required (No last names needed) 

Call: (908) 272-0200 
Refreshments will be served     

   

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2012
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

   SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2012
   1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL 
756 East Broad Street  
Westfield, New Jersey 07090 
908-232-6770  
www.tewnj.org  

   HOLIDAY INN  
   36 Valley Road  
   Clark, New Jersey 07066 
   732-574-0100 
    www.hiclarknj.com  
    

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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Atholton, Md. HS Will Always Have a Friend in Westfield

Letters to the Editor

The Westfield Marching Band Par-
ents Association would like to extend
our warmest thanks to the staff, par-
ents and students of Atholton HS in
Colombia, Md. The recent hurricane
and snow storm in New Jersey kept
the WHS Band from practicing in the
lead-up to their most crucial perfor-
mances of the season – The National
Championship in Annapolis and the
N.J. State Championship. By open-
ing your facilities, striping the field,

providing water, snacks and coffee
for the band and parents and staff you
provided a huge boost to the band.

Allowing the students to rehearse
not only provided them with confi-
dence going into their performances,
but also inspired them by making
them feel important and welcome far
from home.

Many parents, students and band
staff, gave up their Saturday morning
for our kids. Band Director Eric

Posner, Drum Majors Maddie Jones
and Katie Schlueter, booster parents
John and Moira Monk and band mem-
bers Gabulle Ponniah, Jack Monk
and Emily Franke  were all on hand to
welcome and care for our children.

The Atholton High School com-
munity will always have a friend in
Westfield, N.J. Someday we hope to
repay your kindness and hospitality.

WHS Band Parents Association
Frank Dougert

Thanks to All Who Made Westfield’s Apple Fest A Success
On Saturday, October 22, the fifth

annual Westfield Historical Society
Apple Fest was held at the Reeve
House on Mountain Avenue to cel-
ebrate the fall season, open the house
to the public for tours and raise money
for its preservation and upkeep. Help-
ing to make the day a resounding
success were a number of Westfield
High School student volunteers who
helped set up, staff and break down

the equipment needed at the event.
Students from the Key Club and Na-
tional Honor Society, advised by Les
Jacobsen and Rebecca McGrath, re-
spectively, gave almost 100 hours of
their time on the day of the event.

We would like to thank Kirsten von
de Wroge, president of the Key Club;
Maria Hershey, president of the Na-
tional Honor Society, and the mem-
berships of their organizations that

volunteered for all of their help. With-
out the participation of these volun-
teers our guests would not have en-
joyed the number of activities and
exhibits that they did and this year’s
Apple Fest would not have been the
success that it was.

Marga Toleusapopolus
Lee Perry

Westfield Historical Society,
Apple Fest Co-Chairs

Thank You Voters; Garwood Campaign, A High Standard
We thank the Garwood voters who

believe in and voted for us. We value
the trust that you have placed in us,
and look forward to advancing the
improved government and munici-
pal services that you advised us in
our door-to-door, face to face con-
versations were important to you. We
listened, took notes, and will follow
through as best we can.

We thank our Republican oppo-
nents, Tim Hak and Mike Martin, for
waging a campaign that kept to a
high standard. Garwood political
battles have always striven to be
fought on a high, clean road with no
personal attacks, lies, or negative
advertising. We thank Tim and Mike

for keeping this campaign in the same
tone. We look forward to working
with them in the future in whatever
public service they choose to provide
the borough.

We thank everyone who worked
on our campaign: committee mem-
bers, family and friends. We know
how much time and effort – not to
mention Sunday nights – that each
member gave to support our cam-
paign. We hope that you all recognize
that we could not have won without
you.

We want to state our view that
Democrats and Republicans only
exist in Garwood during campaign
seasons. After that, we are all united

fighting together with one goal – to
make our borough the best it can be.
We look forward to working with the
Mayor and all Borough Council mem-
bers to make Garwood a better place
for all of us.

Finally, due to the severity of re-
cent storms, many of our supporters
removed their political signs from
their lawns. Please call Charles
Lombardo at (908) 789-0508 so that
we can pick them up.

Again, we thank you all, sincerely,
for your support and vote of confi-
dence. We will do our absolute best to
be worthy of your trust.

Ann Palmer, Bill Nierstedt
Garwood Council Members -Elect
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