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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

Have it all and build the best for your budget

www.gardenstatemodularhomes.com

Over 30 years in custom residential construction

www.markbuilthomes.com

NJ Lic# 13VH00552200

Let Us Repair and Rebuild Together
Serving Union, Monmouth and Ocean Counties

Our thoughts are with all who have been affected by Hurricane Sandy

732-854-1985

Our Lavallette office is temporarily closed, but we are still here for you

fire, and EMS personnel would have
come to a halt,” Mr. Moran stated. He
said 22,000 gallons of fuel were pro-
vided to towns for emergency ve-
hicles and for emergency operations
including Trinitas Regional Medical
Center and Atlantic Health Care. He
said the Phillips 66 refinery in Lin-
den donated over 16,000 gallons of
diesel “to keep emergency vehicles
on the road and to prevent the evacua-
tion of nursing homes.”

He said the county’s mobile com-
mand post, which was set up in Cranford
as flood waters were anticipated but
did not occur, was moved to Rahway
“where there police department was in
the verge of being evacuated,” Mr.
Moran said.

The county police provided 50 por-
table traffic light control devices and
light towers throughout the county “to
get traffic flowing safely on main thor-
oughfares,” Mr. Moran said. In addi-
tion, traffic cones and barriers were
provided to municipal police depart-
ments due to road closures.

“Our regional dispatch center…was
receiving 9-1-1 calls at three calls a
minute, three times its normal vol-
ume,” Mr. Moran reported.

Human Services Director Frank
Guzzo said Meals on Wheels and
Paratransit were in operation within
two days of the storm to deliver meals
to shut-ins and to transport patients
needing chemotherapy and dialysis,
respectively.

The county setup a 250-bed regional
shelter at the Cranford Community
Center, 220 Walnut Avenue, for those
with no heat and power or those whose
homes were severely damaged. Shel-
ters and warming centers were setup
throughout the county, he said, includ-
ing the county’s public safety building,
which was available as a charging sta-
tion for mobile devices as well as for a
warming station.

With critical county facilities out of
power thus shutting down fire detec-
tion devices, fire watches were con-
ducted every two hours on 19 county
facilities by county police officers,
County Police Chief Daniel Vaniska
said.

Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich said his officers directed traf-
fic at major intersections where signals
were out during the storm including
Fanwood, Cranford and Scotch Plains.
Sheriff’s officers also provided traffic
control in areas with downed trees and
power lines, provided gas station pa-
trols as well as security for early voting

at county clerk facilities.
County Director of Corrections Brian

Riordan said the county jail was put
under lockdown after it lost power and
was put on generators. He said the jail
had a shortage of staff as some could
not come in due to the hurricane.

Ron Zuber, director of parks and
community renewal, said downed elec-
tric lines and poles and trees caused the
closure of county parks and facilities
although the Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center has reopened. Those who
paid in advance for cancelled programs
have been notified of the county’s re-
imbursement procedure.

He said the county’s Division of
Community Development will work
with the federal Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development (HUD)
“to explore opportunities to use HUD’s
CDBG (Community Development
Block Grant) and HOME programs to
expedite the repair and replacement of
damaged housing for Union County
residents.”

Mr. Zuber also said the county is
coordinating planning efforts under a
just announced national emergency
grant sponsored by the federal and
New Jersey labor departments to hire
unemployment county residents to as-
sist with Hurricane Sandy cleanup ef-
forts.

He said the county has reached out to
towns and non-profit agencies to pro-
vide estimates as to how many persons
they would be willing to hire for
cleanup, restoration or humanization
efforts. The grant provides up to
$12,000 per worker. The county was to
submit its grant on November 9. In
addition, the Union County Economic
Development Corp. is offering a “fast
track” loan program to businesses
impacted by the hurricane. Loans in
the amount of up to $15,000 in work-
ing capital are available. The pro-
gram closes next week.
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WF Council
and change the hours during
which parking is allowed on
Rahway Avenue near Westfield
High School.

Salaries were set by ordinance for
employees represented by the Com-
munication Workers of America
(CWA) union. The new contract will
offer raises of 2 percent for 2012; 1.5
percent for 2013 and 1.75 percent for
2014.

ary 18, as a full day. A four-hour
day is considered a full day added
to the 180 days.

Board members said their main
concern was with the option of stu-
dents attending school on MLK Jr.’s
birthday and Presidents’ Day would
mean the students would not have a
day off until their spring break and
would go straight through three
months without a break.

“Students need breaks and by tak-
ing away their day off in January
and their day off in February, you
are adding a risk for their focus and
increasing their distraction level,”
board member Gretchan Ohlig said.

Ms. Dolan responded, “When the
board finally comes to a reasonable
conclusion it will be an unusual and
unique revised calendar for the
Westfield school system.”

Three additional suggestions for
school calendar revisions were
raised from the public such as break-
ing up the December holiday break
which is on Monday, December 24
through Tuesday, January 1 and
having schools open on Thursday
and Friday, December 27 and De-
cember 28; making up the two
school days on any two Saturdays
or moving the March 2013 High
School Proficiency Assessment
(HSPA) testing to the weekend and
leaving the test days as regular
school days.

“We have to take into consider-
ation that if we were to make up the
days on Saturdays or revise testing
days we would need permission
from the state,” Ms. Dolan said.
“There is not one day we will all
agree with for make up days; it is
just not possible, yet we need to
focus on the best solution to add the
school days to the calendar.”

With winter on its way, aside from
making up the school days from
Sandy the board members also said
the district needs to worry about
making up snow days if inclement
weather were to occur more than
the four days on reserve specifi-
cally for the snow days.

“Let’s solve this problem first of

making up this month’s lost school
days and if we have a miraculous
winter, we won’t need to worry
about additional make up days from
the snow,” Ms. Dolan said.

Board members said they do not
want to add extra days at the end of
the school year because it would
interfere with graduation ceremo-
nies.

In other business, Business Ad-
ministrator Dana Sullivan presented
a slide show regarding the Tuesday,
December 21, $13.6-million bond
referendum to replace 420,000
square feet or 77 percent of school
roofs. Voters rejected a referendum
in September for nearly $17 mil-
lion, which included the roofs, as
well as a $3.5-million lighted turf
field at Westfield High School. The
new question does not include the
turf field.

“The Westfield High School
[roof] is a priority. If we receive the
bond, our goal is to fix as many
roofs as possible in the summer
(2013),” Ms. Sullivan said.

The roofs were damaged prior to
Sandy and sustained further dam-
age such as shingles being blown
off, damage to gutters and leaky
roofs, she said.

“The roofs no longer have
weather protection and have a use-
less life,” Ms. Sullivan said.

She said if the bond fails, cut
backs would be made such as a
decrease in counseling, technology,
and library staffs and increasing
class size to a max capacity of 30
students per student teacher ratio.

The slideshow and pictures of
roof damage can be found on
www.westfieldnjk12.org.

The next BOE meeting will be
Tuesday, November 27, at 7:30 p.m.
to discuss finalizing the school cal-
endar.

It was noted that Mayor Andy
Skibitsky has rescheduled Halloween
trick or treating to this Saturday, No-
vember 17, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Schools will be closed Thurdsday and
Friday, November 22-23 for the
Thanksgiving holiday.
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Westfield BOE

that in New Jersey, the position is
typically filled by the local fire or
police chief, who are “already ex-
perts and familiar with our opera-
tions.”

Mr. Malool, who held his post for
nearly 12 years, defended his ac-
tions during and after the hurri-
cane, which caused power outages
in large portions of Scotch Plains
for days.

“DePaola cited ‘poor perfor-
mance during and after the storm’
as her reason to remove me from
the position I have held for almost
12 years. What she neglected to say
is that it was her performance that
was poor, before, during and after
the storm,” Mr. Malool said in a
letter published on page 17 of
today’s paper. He stood by the con-
tent of the letter.

He pointed to his role in setting
up a command post at the southside
firehouse that had a full generator
and setting up a warming station
and distributing meals to residents
at the senior citizens housing com-
plex. Speaking to The Leader, he
said Mayor DePaola had not at-
tended planning meetings in ad-
vance of the storm and had failed to
return his phone calls during and
after the October 29 storm.

Mr. Malool told The Leader,
“With the exception of someplace
like New York City, the emergency
management coordinator is behind
the scenes. Every town is required
to have one, but you never see them.
Look at Westfield, Fanwood,
Belmar - you haven’t seen or even
heard of their OEM person. It is the
mayors communicating with their
residents.” Referring to his own
postings on Facebook that provided
post-hurricane information, Mr.
Malool said he “would never step
on the mayor’s toes in this area, but
I started posting things on Facebook
because people needed informa-
tion.”

Mr. Glover, who becomes mayor
on January 1, 2013 told The Leader
he believed that Mr. Malool was a
“scapegoat.” The mayor-elect said
that Mr. Malool was “extremely vis-
ible” throughout the storm’s after-
math. From a management perspec-
tive, Mr. Glover said, “If you’re not
happy with the way people are do-
ing things, you work with them, tell
them what your expectations are.”
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Garwood Council
ployees, with raises totaling $9,000,
retroactive to January 1, 2012, Ms.
Todsico said.

Borough Attorney Joseph Triarsi
asked Mr. Todisco if there was suf-
ficient money within the maximum
salary under the ordinance to ac-
commodate these raises. She said
she did not know and Borough Ad-
ministrator Christina Ariemma
needed to check.

“This is unbelievable,” Council-
man Jim Mathieu said. “You are
compromising the borough’s posi-
tion in a lawsuit by doing this.”

Both the police and finance com-
mittees did not do the “legal prep
work beforehand,” he said.

“You are going ahead and bring-
ing something that is pernicious
and detrimental to the interest of
this borough in ongoing litigation,”
Mr. Mathieu said.

On another matter, Fire Commit-
tee Chairman Lou Petruzzelli re-
ported that Garwood Fire Depart-
ment received 29 calls during Hur-
ricane Sandy.

In addition Mr. Mathieu said the
borough’s library did not lose power
during Hurricane Sandy and opened
its doors to the community to power
up computers and cell phones.

“The library did an incredible job
during the storm,” Council Presi-
dent Keith Sluka said.

The council also approved a one-
year shared service agreement with
the Plainfield Municipal Utilities
Authority for disposal of vegeta-
tive yard waste.

Resident Angelo Alimonte said
during the hearing of the citizens’
portion of the meeting that he would
like the borough to check trees on
private properties to ensure they
are not unsafe. He said he saw some
trees that appear to be a safety haz-
ard. Councilman Victor DeFilippo
said the Garwood code enforcement
officer should look into that.

Knights of Columbus Keith
Gallagher said the Knights are col-
lecting basic goods, such as canned
goods, diapers, and toiletries, with
the exception of clothing, for the

victims of Hurricane Sandy.
During the council’s workshop

meeting, Councilman Mathieu
brought up again how the police
department is short one officer and
would like an open discussion about
how to handle the situation. Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi said she would
refer the matter to the Police Com-
mittee.

Resident Joe Garritano of Wil-
low Avenue said the $3.3-million
Athletic Field Complex was a
“waste of money” and the borough
could have refurbished the field for
“much less.” He said he felt the
borough should have put some of
that money for police officer sala-
ries, referring to the recent negotia-
tions with the police union.

“We need to keep good officers
in their community,” he said.
“Money is not well spent in this
town.”

At the beginning of the workshop
meeting, Mayor Quattrocchi ac-
knowledged the employees of the
borough for their support of the
residents and the borough during
Hurricane Sandy. She said they
“went above and beyond” the call
of duty.

She advised residents that power
might go out periodically for short
periods of time due to temporary
fixes that were put in place by
PSE&G. She asked residents to call
the borough if they suspect a bor-
ough tree is unsafe. She urged resi-
dents who had damage to their home
to contact the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA).
Anyone who lost a job or was out of
work due to Sandy could qualify
for special unemployment claims,
the mayor said.
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WINGED BEAUTY...A beautifully adorned wood duck was seen floating re-
cently in Mindowaskin Pond in Westfield.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
Westfield Veterans Day Ceremony, November 11.


