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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“The Other Son”
A Switch

3 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

The beauty of director Lorraine
Levy’s “The Other Son,” a thought-
ful film about two young men - one
Israeli, one Palestinian - who find out
they were switched at birth, is its
simplicity. No, wait, on second
thought, change that to complexity.
All of which is my coy and admit-
tedly sophomoric way of educing the
essence of this touching meditation.

 You see, aside from your mother’s
love, there are few absolutes in this
existence, a situation that causes us
much consternation Curled fingers
pressed against teeth in our daily
search for the truth, whether buying a
car, deciding on green or black olives
or choosing the leader of the free
world, the sane among us wants to do
the right thing.

 The thing is, what is that thing?
And while we’re at it, right by whose
definition? Thus, it is easy to com-
miserate with the plight soon faced
by the families Al Bezaaz and Silberg,
possessors of the changelings in ques-
tion. With director Levy as tour guide
to a hoped for truth, open-minded
viewers soon see the wisdom of dis-
missing all those preconceptions.

 Beautifully embroidered, though
its astute, bold stroke is ultimately
betrayed by some good intentions
that can’t be revealed here, the Bibli-
cal-like conundrum lends itself to
multifarious explorations, from poli-
tics, to marriage, to the yearnings of
youth. Via her microcosm, writer-
director Levy identifies the DNA of
the greater problem at hand.

 That being the far-reaching en-
mity between Israel and the Palestin-
ians. In French, with a little Arabic, a
smidgen of Hebrew and a soupçon of
English tossed in just to make a lin-
guistic point, the subtitles are also in
English. Lovingly prepared as if by a
Parisian chef skilled in not wasting
an iota of ingredient, it is chock full
of subtle philosophy.

 A light example, in this case some
comedy relief about marital bliss,
helps cut the tension when Dr. Orith
Silberg, exquisitely portrayed by
Emmanuelle Devos, nervously pre-
pares her Tel Aviv table for a visit
from the Al Bezaazes. Beckoning
hubby (Pascal Elbe), a colonel in the
defense dept., to help, she then in-
stantly admonishes his inaction.

 Now, truth be told, the stirring
message that universal truths can
emanate from the smallest examples
is a nice idea, even if a bit too pie in
the sky. Yet for Ms. Levy’s creative
purposes, the fanciful implication that
world peace could result from the
soulful entreaty of a motion picture
works quite well. At the very least, it
delineates the problem.

 The maelstrom is unleashed when
Joseph, heretofore Alon and Orith’s
fully Jewish son, gets back his army

induction blood work. He had in-
tended to follow in his illustrious war
hero dad’s footsteps. Alas,
something’s amiss…it just can’t be.
But it can, assures mom, who knows
that genetics tells no lies. As my great
grandma might aptly emote, “Oy
vay!”

 After the families meet formally,
individual get-togethers take place,
each member of the two clans need-
ing to satisfy a curiosity. Telling con-
versations, especially between the
protagonists, Joseph (Jules Sitruk)
and Yacine (Mehdi Dehbi), share
thoughts on identity, religion, and
nationality. Tentative alliances form,
and bewildered moms commiserate.

 Ms. Levy pulls few punches in
using the plight suddenly confront-
ing her characters to analyze the po-
litical tragedy that is an ever-present
part of their lives. Particularly sear-
ing is the obvious socioeconomic dis-
parities and the unapologetic, cutting
reality of the border crossings. A smart
comparison of mores and folkways
makes a few subtler points.

 Some awfully good acting effec-
tively captures both the delicate and
harsh nuances that paint this poi-
gnant canvas. The emotions explored
make for a filmic mother’s day card.
If you don’t shed a tear, or at least
emit a sigh when, after twenty years,
the two mommies first espy their
biological baby boys, then you’re as
cold as Mr. Spock.

 The skeptical dads, who can’t help
but speculate why the son they thought
was their son is technically not, fur-
row the brow with seriocomic dis-
may. But it’s the splendidly realized,
misplaced young men in question
who form the crux of “The Other
Son’s” humanizing experience. A
solid supporting cast helps evoke the
background sociology.

 It’s all rather stimulating…not just
the PBS-quality look at current events,
but also the diverting segue into inde-
pendent, artistic, Foreign Film Land,
subtitles and all that. One inured to
the mainstream side of the cinema
street, wherein plot is more often
secondary to special effects and/or
obscure hypotheses, is nicely re-
minded that the play’s the thing.

 Filmmaker Levy confirms this
with formidably creative economy,
jam-packing her script with intricately
woven, thought provoking ideas. But
pity me. Long rendered irrelevant by
Hollywood, I’m probably beyond any
positive acculturation. But you, dear
reader, still not a captive of the mul-
tiplex mentality, will find “The Other
Son” an ennobling change.

 …
 “The Other Son,” rated PG-13, is a

Cohen Media Group release directed
by Lorraine Levy and stars
Emmanuelle Devos, Jules Sitruk and
Mehdi Dehbi. Running time: 105
minutes

WHS Theatre Department Presents
A Little Hotel on the Side

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School Theatre Department will
present A Little Hotel on the Side on
November 15, 16 and 17. Featuring a
talented cast of more than 30 stu-
dents, A Little Hotel on the Side is a
raucous French farce about a group
of guests and staff at a Parisian hotel
whose attempts at “l’amour” go hi-
lariously wrong.

 Several members of the cast and
crew are returning to the Westfield
High School stage after the success
of the school’s spring musical, Pip-
pin, which was the top winner at the
2012 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising
Star Awards. The musical garnered
eight of the prestigious awards for
Westfield High School – more than
any other school in the state.

 Matt Lynn, who was nominated
for a Rising Star Award for his role as
Pippin, returns as Benoit Pinglet, a
middle-aged building contractor who,
tired of being henpecked by his domi-
neering wife of 20 years (played by
Michaela Tropeano) arranges a ren-
dezvous with Marcelle (played by
Nicole Zimmermann), the beautiful
but neglected young wife of his busi-
ness partner and best friend, architect
Henri Paillardin (played by Geoffrey
Ko, who won a Rising Star award for
his performance of King
Charlemagne in Pippin).

 Over the course of the play, set in
turn-of-the-century Paris, the two
couples are drawn into a series of
hilariously naughty plots – and sub-
plots – filled with colorful charac-
ters, mistaken identities, double
entendres, and French ghosts.

 Adding to the comedy mayhem
are Taylor Jackson as Victoire, the
amorous French maid; Jack Mustard
as Maxime, the bespectacled student
who is the object of Victoire’s affec-
tion; Megan Mulrooney as Bastien,
the hotel’s owner; Connor Wynne as
Boulot, the hotel clerk; Will Cary as
Inspector Boucard of the Department
of Public Morality; Fraser Weist as
Mathieu, a family friend whose stut-
ter creates confusion galore, and
Mathieu’s six daughters played by
Kate Capodanno, Lauren Echausse,
Allie Hecht, Veronica Murphy, Abbie
Paone and Maggie Tanji.

 The show is directed by Daniel
Devlin, who won a 2011 Rising Star
award for his direction of Sweeney
Todd – The Demon Barber of Fleet

Street and was nominated in 2012
for Pippin. Mr. Devlin said, “This
show is a classic French farce, which
means physical comedy, wordplay
and a lot of mishaps. It’s challeng-
ing for our student actors. But equally
challenging is the costumes, which
must reflect Paris in the late1800s,
and the set, which requires scenes
not only at the hotel, but also at
Pinglet’s office.”

 Behind the scenes support is lead
by Lydia Oquendo (Stage Manager),
Geneva Gleason (Costumes), Alison
Simon and Emma Tabachnick (Stage

Design), Alexa Derman and Victoria
Guerriero (Hair/Makeup), Mary
Kate Miller (Sound), Asher Horowitz
(Graphic Design) and Rob Cassie,
Benji Schwartz and Alex Ying
(Lighting Design).

 The production of A Little Hotel
on the Side will be presented in the
Westfield High School Auditorium,
located at 550 Dorian Road, on
Thursday, November 15, at 4 p.m.,
and Friday and Saturday, November
16 and 17, at 7:30 p.m. General
seating tickets are available for $10
at the door.

Newark Museum to Exhibit E. T.’s
Extra-Terrestrial Communicator

NEWARK – When the stranded
extra-terrestrial, E. T., tried to con-
tact his friends in outer space, he built
a communicator from ordinary house-
hold items send a signal out into
space and get a spaceship to come
rescue him. But truth be told, E.T.’s
communicator was devised right here
in New Jersey. Following its movie
début in 1982, an exact replica was
donated by Bell Labs to the Newark
Museum.

In celebration of the 30th anniver-
sary of this film classic, the museum
will be displaying the communicator
from today, Thursday, November 8
to Sunday, November 25, and offer-
ing screenings and family programs.

The replica of E.T’s communica-
tor was the creation of Henry
Feinberg, former Manager of Corpo-
rate Exhibitions at AT&T. He built
the original communicator at the re-
quest of the film’s producers who

said it needed to be made of house-
hold materials and it needed to be
plausible. After the movie was re-
leased, Mr. Feinberg created this copy
and donated it to the museum.

The museum will show the Blue-
Ray version of “E.T. The Extra-Ter-
restrial” on Saturdays and Sundays at
2 p.m. from November 10 weekend
through Thanksgiving weekend
(Please note on Thanksgiving week-
end the film will be screened on Fri-
day, November 23, and Sunday, No-
vember 25). Admission is free and
after each screening will be a draw-
ing for a special 30th Anniversary
Blu Ray Edition of E.T. The Extra-
Terrestrial, courtesy of NBC Univer-
sal and the Newark Museum.

On Saturday, November 17, at 1, 2
and 3 p.m., children are invited to
take part in a D.I.G. Lab: E.T. “Phone
Home” Workshop where they can
design and take home their own

“Phone Home” device that lights up
and buzzes their messages to the stars.

Participants will discover the sci-
ence behind creating circuits and
conducting electricity using hand-
made insulating and conductive play
dough. Space is limited to 20 chil-
dren per workshop. Electronic kits
are also available for purchase to take
home. Reservations are recom-
mended and can be made by calling
(973) 596-6606. The workshop is
free with suggested Museum admis-
sion.

On Saturday, November 24, at 2
p.m., Exit 9 will present a musical
performance of Beyond the Beat. One
surprise follows another as this per-
cussion ensemble uses DIY instru-
ments to create music, from classical
to ragtime to improvisation and more.
Rusty brake shoes, garbage cans, and
wooden stools supplant traditional
instruments during this high-energy
and humorous performance.

Visitors can also explore the galax-
ies that E. T. called home with pro-
grams in the Museum’s state-of-the-
art Planetarium. Tales of the Maya
Skies will be shown Wednesdays
through Fridays at 2 p.m., and Satur-
days and Sundays at 2 and 4 p.m.
With unprecedented realism Tales of
the Maya Skies immerses viewers in
Maya science, art and mythology,
using full dome digital technology to
transport visitors back into the world
of the Maya. It shows the jungles of
Mexico and the city of Chichén Itzá
with its beautiful stepped pyramids,
presenting the rich history, calendar,
science and culture of the ancient
Maya and their contributions to the
modern way of life.

A second show, SkyQuest will be
shown in the Planetarium on Satur-
days and Sundays at 1 and 3 p.m.
(except on Thanksgiving weekend
when it will only be screened on
Saturday at 1 p.m.). SkyQuest is an
exploration of the stars, planets and
constellations told from the view-
point of an astronomer. Visitors see
her lifelong fascination with the heav-
ens, from her pretend adventures on
Mars as a child to the discovery of her
“birthday star.” These experiences led
her to become an astronomer and
build her own mountain-top observa-
tory.

For additional information, please
visit the Newark Museum website at
www.newarkmuseum.org or call
(973) 596-6550.

PHONE HOME...In celebration of the 30th anniversary of “E.T. The Extra-
Terrestrial” the Newark Museum will be displaying the communicator the
lovable alien used to “phone home.”

SP Library to Host Works of
Photographer, Fantasy Artist

SCOTCH PLAINS – An exhibit
featuring the photography of Sheilia
Lenga and pastels of fantasy artist
Diana Taliaferro will be at the Gal-
lery at Scotch Plains Public Library
from Saturday, November 17, to Sat-
urday, December 29.

Sheilia’s photography focuses on
her many photos of birds taken dur-
ing recent travels to Mexico, Florida
and other places. Asked about her
work, Sheilia said, “I am a color per-
son and like bright, cheery colors and
images. I think photographers have
different kinds of eyes: they see things
in ways that most people don’t. That
is what I try to bring into my images,
to make people aware of looking at
things differently. I love macro pho-
tography and nature, and enjoy cap-
turing those images that other people
don’t see. I have taken many photos
of birds in my recent travels to
Mexico, Florida and various other
places.”

Sheilia Lenga was originally
trained to be a concert pianist at
Juilliard School of Music. She has
always been fascinated with photog-
raphy and chronicled family events
through her camera. She took courses
at The New School, workshops in
Sante Fe, N. M., as well as The Great
American Photography Workshops
in California and Colorado with John
Shaw and Cliff Zenor. She has exhib-
ited in New York and New Jersey and
sold her photos in New York, New
Jersey, Arizona, Mexico and Canada.
Her love of photography and music
are combined in her work as founding
President of the Contemporary Art

Group that has exhibited at the
Watchung Arts Center, Les Malamut
Gallery, The Upstairs Gallery of Com-
munity Theatre in Morristown and
others, and as Publicity Vice President
of The New Jersey Jazz Society.

Fantasy artist, Diana Taliaferro has
a passion for winged creatures and the
hidden realms of nature. Birds mingle
with and morph into divas and fairies
in real and mythical landscapes. Diana
sees them with her mind’s eye, and
lets her hand tell their stories. “I paint
elements of worlds few eyes see,” she
said.

Diana’s dreamlike canvases are
filled with unexpected subtleties and
exotic images that command a second
look. Solo and group shows in local
art galleries have provided Diana with
sustained interest for her art and illus-
tration. Her love of art and concern for
the environment inspired the writing
and illustration of several books for
children.

A former marketing communica-
tions executive and advertising copy-
writer, Diana holds a Bachelor of Arts
from Michigan State University. She
also studied fashion, textile, and jew-
elry design at the Fashion Institute of
Technology and painting at the
Corcoran School of Art.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township. Library hours are
Monday and Thursday, 9 a.m. to 9
p.m.; Tuesday and Friday, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m.; Wednesday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.;
Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday
12 noon to 4 p.m.

Arts and Crafts Show
At Armory Cancelled
WESTFIELD - The National Guard

has cancelled the Rose Squared Fine
Arts and Craft show at the Westfield
Armory this coming weekend Satur-
day and Sunday, November 10-11,
due to concerns about the impeding
storm on Wednesday and Thursday.

Their need for the Armory grounds,
with the additional trucks having to
remain on site, is essential with the
likelihood of additional power out-
ages and downed trees.

This show will not be rescheduled;
however, this show will return in April
2013.

ARTIST’S DELIGHT...An exhibit featuring the photography of Sheilia Lenga and pastels by
fantasy artist Diana Taliaferro will be at the Gallery at the Scotch Plains Public Library from
Saturday, November 17, to Saturday, December 29. Photographs, including Yellow Crowned
Night Heron, above, by Ms. Lenga and pastel drawings by Ms. Taliaferro, right, will be on display.

Essex Water Color Club to
Host Artist Mel Stabin

LIVINGSTON - The Essex Water
Color Club, beginning its 81st year
of continuous activity in the water-
color painting community, an-
nounced its monthly meeting with a
demonstration by Mel Stabin on Sun-
day, December 9, from 2-4 p.m. at
the Livingston Senior Community
Center, 204 Hillside Avenue,
Livingston.

The demonstration is open to
the public and is free to mem-
bers and $10 for non-members
and guests, which can be ap-
plied toward membership. Re-
freshments will be served. For
further information, contact John
Wolff at (973) 994-1597 or visit
www.ewcclub.com

Mel has written numerous fea-
ture articles for American Artist,
The Artist’s Magazine, Water-
color Artist, Watercolor Magic,
and Watercolor. He is the author

of “Watercolor: Simple, Fast, and
Focused” and “The Figure In Water-
color: Simple, Fast, and Focused,”
published by Watson-Guptill.

Visit Mel’s website at
www.melstabin.com or reach him
by e-mail at
melstabin@optonline.net.

PEACEFUL PASTEL...The Essex Water
Color Club announced will host Mel Stabin,
pictured in inset above, on Sunday, Decem-
ber 9.
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