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Stop by for your free  
State Farm Insurance  
and Financial Review®.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

I can help with both.

Protect  
your family. 
Prepare  
for their future.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Restrictions Suspended
On Source of Fuel Sold

NJ Implements Emergency
New York Access Bus Plan

TRENTON – Coming on the heels
of NJ Transit’s restoration of rail and
bus service to New York and utilizing
federal and regional transportation
resources to ease traffic congestion,
improve trans-Hudson access and
further help New Jersey residents
navigate around the state, the Christie
Administration has implemented an
emergency bus plan designed to trans-
port New Jersey residents back to
their jobs.

Service resumed on the Raritan
Line and Newark Penn Station as of
Sunday although service has been on
a modified schedule. According to
NJ Transit, a number of rail stations
throughout the system may have lim-
ited lighting and no elevator and es-
calator service due to power prob-
lems as a result of Hurricane Sandy.
The following stations were experi-
encing power problems as of Sun-
day: Roselle Park, Westfield,
Fanwood, Netherwood, Dunellen,
Bridgewater and Raritan. Customers
are urged to use caution in and around
these rail stations.

NJ Transit has provided bus ser-
vice options for NJ Transit customers
with access to ferries, light rail and
employment in Hoboken,
Weehawken, Jersey City and Man-
hattan. This temporary emergency
service is anticipated to provide ap-
proximately 50 percent of NJ Transit’s
normal rail rush hour service. While
NJ Transit system restoration progress
continues, it is still several weeks
away from full-service restoration.
As of Monday, NJ Transit was oper-
ating only 13 of its 63 trains into New
York Penn Station pending-critically
needed repairs to be completed by
Amtrak.

Customers are advised to start
their commute outside of the 6 to 10
a.m. peak period to avoid over-
crowding.

“The emergency bus plan utilizes
federal, regional and statewide re-
sources to help the Garden State re-
turn to work,” Transportation Com-
missioner and NJ Transit Board Chair-
man James Simpson said.

Emergency buses will transport
customers to light rail and ferry
services in Hoboken, Weehawken,
and HBLR’s Liberty State Park Sta-
tion as well as providing limited,
direct service to several boarding
locations in lower Manhattan. The
busing plan will remain in effect
until further notice and operate on
weekdays during the peak travel
periods of 6 a.m. to 10 a.m., and 4
p.m. to 8 p.m. In addition, free ferry
service will be available from Lib-
erty State Park Marina to Battery
Park.

NJ Transit will also be operating a

shuttle service from Hoboken Termi-
nal south to Marin Boulevard in Jer-
sey City to further offer additional
access for customers seeking to re-
turn to work. Emergency bus service
to lower Manhattan has been coordi-
nated with the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey as well as the
New York City Department of Trans-
portation. Pick-up and drop-off loca-
tions will take place at the following,
designated suburban transportation
bus stops at: Greenwich Street be-
tween Battery Place and Morris Street,
Trinity Place between Rector and
Thames Streets, Church Street be-
tween Warren and Chambers Streets,
Church Street between Reade and
Duane Streets.

“While the hard working men and
women of NJ Transit have made sub-
stantial progress, the full restoration
of service is still several weeks away,”
NJ Transit Executive Director James
Weinstein said. “Our rail infrastruc-
ture is still heavily damaged and our
rail capacity into New York Penn
Station can only transport a fraction
of our weekday customers. These are
extraordinary times, the busing plan
announced today will help bring our
customers back to work – and just a
little bit closer to resuming their ev-
eryday lives.”

Customers utilizing the emergency
bus service plan can ride the buses at
no cost. Customers utilizing ferry
and light rail services will still be
responsible for paying normal light
rail and ferry fares.

NJ Transit is operating 15 buses
from Patriots Stadium in Somerset
County to Hoboken Terminal from 6
a.m. to 10 a.m. for light rail/ferry
connections and 15 buses from
Hoboken Terminal to Patriots Sta-
dium from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Academy
Bus is operating 20 buses from
Woodbridge Center Mall to Hoboken
Terminal from 6 a.m. to 10 a.m. for
light rail/ferry connections and 20
buses from Hoboken Ferry Terminal
to Woodbridge Center Mall from 4
p.m. to 8 p.m.

Coach USA is operating five buses
to Lower Manhattan from the adja-
cent lot of Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport’s Dollar Rent-A-Car
from 6 a.m. to 10 a.m. and five buses
from Lower Manhattan the adjacent
lot of Newark Liberty’s Dollar Rent-
A-Car from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

For the latest travel information,
customers should listen to broadcast
traffic reports, visit njtransit.com, or
access NJ Transit’s Twitter feed at
@NJ_TRANSIT.

Additionally, NJ Transit will pro-
vide the most current service infor-
mation via the My Transit alert sys-
tem (www.njtransit.com/mytransit),
which delivers travel advisories for
your specific trip to your cell phone,
PDA or pager.

Automated service information is
also available by calling (973) 275-
5555.

Red Cross Expands Relief
Efforts for Sandy Victims

REGION - The American Red
Cross is continuing to move forward
and expand its huge disaster relief
response post Hurricane Sandy. On
Saturday might in New Jersey, more
than 2,400 people stayed in 30 shel-
ters operated by the Red Cross and
other organizations. As of Sunday,
volunteers in 120 response vehicles
were traveling throughout the state
providing meals, snacks, water and
other much-needed supplies. In ad-
dition, the food and water are avail-
able at fixed service locations
throughout the state.

More than 5,000 Red Cross work-
ers from every state in the country,
Canada and Mexico are responding
to help those affected by this disaster.
More than 1,000 volunteers are help-
ing in the state of New Jersey. On
Sunday they helped more than 10,000
families in New Jersey find comfort
and support in the wake of this hor-
rible storm.

People can make a financial dona-
tion by visiting www.redcross.org,
call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767) or text the word REDCROSS
to 90999 to make a $10 donation.
Contributions may also be sent to a
local Red Cross chapter or to the
American Red Cross, P.O. Box 37243,
Washington, D.C. 20013. The need
for blood continues and availability
has been hampered by Hurricane

Sandy. The weather-related cancel-
lation of blood drives has resulted in
a loss of as many as 11,000 blood
products. People who are eligible to
donate are being asked to schedule a
blood donation now, particularly if
they live outside the areas impacted
by the storm. To schedule a donation
time or get more information about
giving blood, people can visit
redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-RED
CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

To give blood, someone must be at
least 17 years of age, meet weight
and height requirements and be in
general good health. Donors should
bring their Red Cross blood donor
card or other form of positive identi-
fication with them. Some states allow
16-year-olds to give with parental
consent.

If someone needs to find a shelter,
they can download the Red Cross
Hurricane app by visiting
www.redcross.org or by calling 1-
800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).
People can let their loved ones know
how they are by using the “I’m Safe”
button on the Red Cross Hurricane
App which can be found in the Apple
App Store and the Google Play Store
for Android by searching for Ameri-
can Red Cross. People can also regis-
ter on the Red Cross Safe and Well
website to let loved ones know they
are okay.
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OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of
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Storm Recovery Loans
Available from UCEDC

COUNTY - In response to the dev-
astation facing small businesses in
the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy,
the Union County Economic Devel-
opment Corporation is now prepared
to expedite loan applications of up to
$15,000 to meet the post-storm re-
covery needs of small businesses.

UCEDC, which receives partial
funding through the County of Union,
is committed to providing small busi-
ness owners with a decision within
two weeks of receiving a completed
application. The loans carry no pre-
payment penalty, so they can pay off
their balance with insurance proceeds
if they choose to do so.

For larger capital needs, the
UCEDA continues to offer loans up
to $250,000 with conventional pro-
cessing periods.

Those interested in applying for
these programs should call (908) 527-
1166 to speak with UCEDC loan
officers. UCEDC is located at 75
Chestnut Street in Cranford.

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie continued taking action this
week to ease restrictions on fuel sales
in New Jersey, signing an executive
order to suspend restrictions in state
law that place limitations on the
source of fuel particular and branded
fuel retailers are allowed to sell. The
administration said the action would
ease access to fuel supplies for retail-
ers, allowing more gas stations to be
brought online and easing the strain
on those already in operation.

Specifically, the executive order
permits wholesale or retail dealers of
gasoline to broaden their supply net-
work, so long as appropriate written
notice is provided at stations as to the
source of the fuel if it is not from their
previously approved source. these
restrictions will be lifted for 10 days.
The order does not permit wholesale
or retail vendors to substitute any
grade of gasoline for a higher or
lower grade.

“Securing safe, timely and reliable
access to fuel for our residents is
critically important right now,” Gov-
ernor Christie said. “I will continue

to exercise every reasonable power
of the governorship to ease the long
waits experienced in impacted parts
of our state by increasing supply,
restoring power to stations, and oth-
erwise accelerating efforts to bring as
many gas stations back online as
quickly as possible.”

Governor Christie has declared a
limited state of energy emergency in
12 New Jersey counties experienc-
ing challenges with gas supply and
the number of operable gas stations.
On November 2, New Jersey began
odd-even restrictions on sales of
gasoline to help alleviate the long
wait times and strain associated with
this energy emergency in those 12
counties. Yesterday, the New Jersey
Economic Development Authority
established a hotline for out-of-ser-
vice gas stations to self report their
locations and issues so that emer-
gency management and response
officials can more quickly address
these problems and bring them back
online. Gas stations can call (609)
858-6900 or e-mail
sandygas@njeda.com.

Donations Being Collected
For Victims, Rescue Workers

WESTFIELD – Local National
Guard soldiers have been stationed
down in Union Beach and other sur-
rounding communities for the past
week. After hearing the many stories,
some Family Readiness Group com-
munity volunteers have decided to
organize a community-wide collec-
tion of goods that can be distributed.
Monetary donations are not being
accepted. The collection will con-
tinue through Saturday, November
17.

The Family Readiness Group will
collect, organize and transport all
items to the towns.

The following has been requested
by the Union Beach Fire Department

and Borough Hall: Non-perishable
food items (no glass) toiletries
(toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap,
etc.); clothing (clean warm clothing
– no summer clothing – all sizes
accepted); blankets, baby items (dia-
pers, formula and wipes); cleaning
items (bleach, trash bags, gloves,
dust masks, paper goods) and D bat-
teries.

In addition, the following items
are also needed: Sudafed, Dayquil,
Cepacol lozenges, Lotrimin, Motrin/
aspirin/Tylenol, Immodium, Pepto
Bismol, hydrocortisone cream, na-
sal decongestant and Zcap for aller-
gies.

Drop off items at the Westfield
Area “Y” main building at 220 Clark
Street on North Avenue, Monday
through Friday,  a.m.  to 10:30 p.m.;
Saturday, 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Sun-
day, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

For questions or additional infor-
mation, contact Danielle Bracco at
(917) 301-8751,
daniellebracco@verizon.net, or Amy
Lovato at (917) 603-6862,
alovato2@verizon.net.

In addition, Therese Warren is
collecting blankets for seniors in
Hoboken.  Blankets  can be
dropped off at 5 Doris Parkway,
Westfield.

Mobile Meals of Westfield is
asking for donations, both food
and monetary, after they lost all
of their refrigerated food, includ-
ing produce and meats, due to
loss of electricity during Hurri-
cane Sandy.

Donations can be sent to Josephine
Walsh, director, Mobile Meals of
Westfield, 170 Elm Street, Westfield,
NJ 07090.

For more additional information,
contact (908) 233-6146 or
mobilemealswestfield@hotmail.com.

SHOPPING STARTS IN THE PAGES OF THIS NEWSPAPER
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Unfortunately, people do!
They say that elephants never forget. However, it’s a well 
known fact that people DO! That’s why it pays business 
owners to keep reminding people who they are, where 
they are and what they have for sale. The best place to 
do this is where people LOOK when they are planning to 
BUY something. That’s in the advertising columns of this 
newspaper, where most shopping starts. All of which is to 
remind YOU that this might be a good time to talk to us.

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STORM UPDATE..Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21) met with residents on
Saturday outside Dunkin’ Donuts in Garwood to answer questions and provide
information on power restoration and other issues resulting from Hurricane Sandy.


